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Green Deal

von der Leyen Commission

The European Green Deal

We want to reconcile our economy with our planet, and make it work for our
people.

General

e The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication +
roadmap) on 11 December 2019.

e The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality.

e The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green
Deal by a large majority.

e The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of
the expected initiatives.

e The Commission has published the work programme for 2021.

Current affairs

e There is little progress in the negotiations for a new European climate law. (Euractiv, Climate
Home News)

e Commissioner Timmermans says that in the energy system of the future there will be no
place for coal, a small place for oil and a marginal place for gas. (Euractiv)

e The various superpowers all want a strong position in the production of green hydrogen.
(Euractiv)

e The EESC published a report on sustainability requirements for batteries.

e Agroup of NGOs and MEPs calls on the Commission not to open up the Renewable Energy

Directive to non-renewable energies. (Euractiv)

Energy efficiency should be the 'first fuel', says IEA. (EnergyPost)

The public consultation on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive has begun.

Copenhagen is investing heavily in the renovation of buildings.

An article about the 'retrofitting' of historical buildings.

e |PS on the Energy Charter Treaty.

e  Who will be the new Head of the Energy Charter Treaty Secretariat? (Euractiv)

e EEB and ECOSon the EU's built environment strategy.

e Anew report by The Oxford Institute for Energy Studies on circular economy as a strategy
towards climate neutrality.

e A new publication by ICLEI for cities that want to work on circular food systems.

e An article on guidelines for circular design of electrical and electronic equipment (EEE).



https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/little-progress-made-in-fifth-round-of-negotiations-on-eu-climate-law/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/03/30/eu-member-states-lawmakers-loggerheads-2030-climate-target/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/03/30/eu-member-states-lawmakers-loggerheads-2030-climate-target/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/fossil-gas-has-no-viable-future-eus-timmermans-says/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/world-powers-race-to-develop-green-hydrogen/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/sustainability-requirements-batteries-eu
https://caneurope.org/keep-res-energy-directive-renewable-letter-mep-ngos/
https://caneurope.org/keep-res-energy-directive-renewable-letter-mep-ngos/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-urged-to-keep-low-carbon-fuels-out-of-renewable-energy-mix/
https://energypost.eu/energy-efficiency-is-the-first-fuel-making-decarbonisation-easier-for-all-other-sectors/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/public-consultation-launched-revising-energy-performance-buildings-directive-2021-mar-30_en
https://eeradata-project.eu/2021/01/15/building-renovation-strategy-before-and-after-covid19-the-copenhagen-case-study/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/5/2927/htm
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/economy-and-ecology/the-treaty-that-threatens-to-derail-europes-green-deal-5087/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/energy-charter-leadership-contest-down-to-two-horse-race/
https://eeb.org/library/towards-a-healthy-affordable-and-sustainable-built-environment/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/buildings-and-infrastructure-the-forgotten-pieces-of-the-eus-climate-strategy/
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/publications/beyond-energy-incentivizing-decarbonization-through-the-circular-economy/
https://circulars.iclei.org/
https://www.recycling-magazine.com/2021/03/29/new-iclei-circulars-platform-launched/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/7/3923/htm

An article about circular design of food.

Valérie Boiten on a circular textile strategy.

An article about circular water policy.

A briefing on CO, standards for vehicles.

The car industry wants to talk about stricter CO; targets.

German carmakers opt for electric vehicles. (Transport & Environment)

William Todts on what it will take to green the car market.

Choosing to recycle batteries could mean Europe has to import far fewer raw materials. A
new study. (Transport & Environment)

What urban mobility policy is needed to significantly reduce air pollution? A new report by
Transport & Environment.

WBCSD on digitalisation and sustainable urban mobility.

Commission wants rail network expansion as strategic element of Green Deal. (Euractiv)
On the occasion of the European Year of Rail, the Commission proposed the 'Connecting
Europe Express' initiative. (CER, Railfreight)

The EESC produced a report on 25 years of European rail policy.

Digital solutions can provide an answer to congestion problems. (Euractiv)

The most polluting airlines have received the most government support in recent months.
(Transport & Environment)

What were the key mobility trends in the first quarter of 2021?

A Canadian report on a just transition out of carbon-intensive industries.

In a post-Covid-19 recovery policy, much attention must be paid to a different relationship
with nature. WBCSD made a report about that. (SEI)

CAN Europe made an analysis of the national recovery and resilience plans.

CSR Europe calls on industry federations to rally behind the 'Pact for Sustainable Industry'.
What do European think tanks say about strategic autonomy?

The EPC on the update of the EU industrial strategy.

A briefing paper on InvestEU.

The International Labour Organisation published the Global Employment Policy Review.
MEPs call for better regulation of artificial intelligence. (Euractiv) Commission President von
der Leyen considers stricter rules. (Euractiv)

Thorsten Jelinek on the European digital strategy.

What to expect from the European due diligence proposal? (ESG Investor)

An article on ESG factors and corporate finance.

How are European insurers doing on sustainability?

According to the IEA, countries are doing far too little to green their economies. (The
Guardian)

Accountancy Europe proposes a number of fiscal measures that could support sustainable
recovery policies.

The IEA and the Commission want to work together to achieve net zero.

A new report by IEEP on measuring public expenditure on climate policy.

A number of countries continue to push for a place for gas in the taxonomy of sustainable
finance. (Reuters)

Nine members of the expert group that is advising the Commission on the taxonomy are
threatening to resign. (Reuters)

A group of European investors is calling for the Commission to set mandatory standards for
methane emissions from gas. (Euractiv)

The value of shares in fossil energy companies has fallen. This is shown in a recent report.
(Euractiv)

Detlef Glow on taxonomy.



https://medium.com/circulatenews/food-design-the-secret-ingredient-to-a-circular-economy-a1b8a4b2f235
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-materials/opinion/a-circular-economy-for-textiles-to-design-out-waste-and-pollution/
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4441/13/7/946/pdf
https://theicct.org/publications/eu-vehicle-standards-green-deal-mar21
https://www.acea.be/press-releases/article/car-makers-open-to-higher-co2-targets-if-there-is-matching-infrastructure
https://www.transportenvironment.org/news/german-carmakers-bet-future-electric
https://www.transportenvironment.org/newsroom/blog/carbon-pricing-can-europe-succeed-where-macron-failed
https://www.transportenvironment.org/news/recycling-drastically-reduces-dependence-imported-electric-vehicle-battery-materials
https://www.transportenvironment.org/news/clean-air-possible-without-lockdowns-new-study-shows
https://www.wbcsd.org/Overview/News-Insights/WBCSD-insights/Data-driven-transformation-toward-resilient-and-sustainable-urban-mobility
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-council-presidency/news/commissioner-supports-modernising-expanding-eu-railways/
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/news/2021-03-29-hop-on-the-connecting-europe-express_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/news/2021-03-29-hop-on-the-connecting-europe-express_en
https://www.cer.be/media/press-releases/european-commission-partners-railways-launch-connecting-europe-express
https://www.railfreight.com/railfreight/2021/03/30/connecting-europe-express-will-celebrate-the-year-of-rail-on-tracks/?gdpr=accept
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/eu-rail-transport-european-year-rail-2021-right-time-change
https://www.euractiv.com/section/automated-vehicles/news/digital-solutions-can-stem-the-economic-toll-of-road-congestion-eu-official/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/news/biggest-airline-polluters-received-biggest-bailouts-new-data-shows
https://www.transportenvironment.org/news/key-transport-trends-q1-2021
https://www.academia.edu/45570571/How_can_we_manage_a_just_transition_A_comparative_review_of_policies_to_support_a_just_transition_from_carbon_intensive_industries
https://www.sei.org/featured/local-surprises-global-shocks-resilience-planetary-boundaries/
https://caneurope.org/rallying-cry-for-climate-friendly-spending-of-eu-funding-ngos-highlight-good-bad-and-ugly-measures-in-spending-plans/
https://www.csreurope.org/newsbundle-articles/why-industry-federations-should-join-the-pact-for-sustainable-industry
https://epthinktank.eu/2021/03/30/the-eu-strategic-autonomy-debate-what-think-tanks-are-thinking/
https://epc.eu/en/Publications/Updating-the-European-industrial-strategy-for-the-post-pandemic-world~3d1c88
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659364
http://www.ilo.org/employment/about/news/WCMS_777848/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/meps-call-for-greater-regulation-of-ai-discrimination/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/von-der-leyen-assures-meps-well-go-further-on-ai-that-harms-fundamental-rights/
https://jelinekt.medium.com/mapping-europes-digital-sovereignty-strategy-the-eu-china-us-triangle-1f7bfdc177c1
https://www.esginvestor.net/due-diligence-may-remain-flexible-concept-under-eu-proposal/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/7/3746/htm
https://www.ey.com/en_it/sustainability-financial-services/how-european-insurers-are-advancing-the-sustainability-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/31/urgent-policies-needed-steer-countries-net-zero-carbon-iea-chief-fatih-birol
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/31/urgent-policies-needed-steer-countries-net-zero-carbon-iea-chief-fatih-birol
https://www.accountancyeurope.eu/publications/tax-systems-for-a-sustainable-recovery-long-term-tax-policy-changes/
https://www.iea.org/news/european-commission-and-iea-pull-together-for-net-zero
https://ieep.eu/news/towards-a-new-era-of-tracking-climate-expenditure
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-regulations-finance/poland-others-step-up-push-for-gas-in-eu-green-finance-rules-document-idINKBN2BL2FO?edition-redirect=in
https://www.reuters.com/article/europe-regulations-finance-idUSL4N2LT4LJ
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/investors-renew-push-for-eu-methane-emissions-standard-on-gas/
https://carbontracker.org/reports/a-tale-of-two-share-issues/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/fossil-fuel-shares-drop-in-value-compared-with-clean-energy-think-tank-says/
https://esgclarity.com/will-the-eu-taxonomy-become-a-toothless-tiger/

e Solar Power Europe calls for the Commission to use the highest sustainability standards in
the taxonomy for the production of green hydrogen. (Euractiv)

e Can nuclear power be considered a sustainable investment or not? The discussion continues.
(Euractiv)

e How expensive will the transition be? Ursula Woodburn thinks the Commission is
miscalculating. (BusinessGreen)

e Tariqg Fancy on green investments. (The Guardian)

o Global forest destruction rose sharply in 2020. (The Guardian)

e Can small urban forests be an answer to deforestation in Europe? (Euractiv)

e Greenpeace reacts to the WHO report on the origin of Covid-19. Restoring biodiversity is
important.

e  Why is biodiversity important to our health and well-being?

e Pesticide use has declined over the past decade, but the toxic impact of pesticides on bees
has increased dramatically. (The Guardian)

e A special 'trilogue' made some progress in the negotiations for a new common agricultural
policy, but has not yet led to a real breakthrough. (Euractiv)

e Greta Thunberg says Commissioner Timmermans is not doing enough to green agricultural
policy. (Politico) Timmermans says it is still possible to bring agricultural policy into line with
the Green Deal. (Euractiv)

e European agriculture has already suffered enormously from increasing heat and drought
over the past 50 years. (Euractiv)

e The Western diet is causing deforestation in countries in the South. . (The Guardian,
CarbonBrief)

e Debt-ridden developing countries are looking at how to use a new IMF aid package to boost
green investments. (Climate Home News)

e CAN Europe calls for countries to make a bigger contribution to climate finance for the
South.

e A briefing from Eurodad on international climate finance.

e Achim Steiner calls on the international community to take more action to help poor
countries tackle the climate crisis. (The Guardian)

e UN finds G7 countries need to do more to help poorer countries reduce emissions. (The
Guardian, UN News)

Activities

e 06/04 | Webinar | Economic Recovery: Toward a Green, Resilient, and Inclusive Future

e 06/04 | Webinar | Transatlantic Leadership for Climate Neutrality?

e (07/04 | Webinar | Green Deal: what opportunities for social services?

e 08/04 | Webinar | How can technology support the transition towards more sustainable
finance?

e (08-19/04 | Online | EU-Africa Green Talks (EIB)

e 12/04 | Webinar | Waste-to-Energy: an essential element for circularity

e 13/04 | Webinar | Forum for Mobility & Society — Smart and Sustainable Mobility Strategy

e 14/04 | Webinar | Public transport meets smart mobility

e 14-16/04 | Online | SBE21 Heritage Conference,Renovating historic buildings for a low-
carbon built heritage

e 15/04 | Webinar | Minimum energy performance standards for existing buildings

e 15/04 | Webinar | What’s the scorecard on Member State recovery plans?

e 15/04 | Webinar | The role of SMEs in Europe's digital transformation

e 15-16/04 | Online | World Circular Economy Forum + Climate



https://www.solarpowereurope.org/open-letter-calls-for-the-highest-sustainable-clean-hydrogen-standard-in-eu-taxonomy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/dont-weaken-sustainability-criteria-for-green-hydrogen-renewable-groups-tell-commission/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/leak-eu-experts-to-say-nuclear-power-qualifies-for-green-investment-label/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/how-the-european-commission-is-underselling-climate-action/
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4029239/eu-risks-overestimating-costs-meeting-2030-climate-goals-businesses-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/mar/30/tariq-fancy-environmentally-friendly-green-investing
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/31/destruction-of-worlds-forests-increased-sharply-in-2020-loss-tree-cover-tropical
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/urban-forests-a-solution-to-europes-forestry-problem/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/47042/who-covid-19-report-clear-link-between-biodiversity-loss-zoonotic-disease/
https://theconversation.com/biodiversity-how-our-health-and-happiness-depend-on-a-thriving-planet-157261
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/01/toxic-impact-of-pesticides-on-bees-has-doubled-study-shows
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/cap-super-trilogue-brings-good-atmosphere-but-few-decisions/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greta-thunberg-timmermans-not-doing-enough-to-green-eu-farm-policy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/greener-farm-reform-still-possible-eus-timmermans-says-after-meeting-climate-activists/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/europes-heat-and-drought-crop-losses-tripled-in-50-years-study/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/29/average-westerners-eating-habits-lead-to-loss-of-four-trees-every-year
https://www.carbonbrief.org/scientists-calculate-trade-related-deforestation-footprint-of-rich-countries
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/03/26/rare-imf-relief-offers-hope-green-recovery-debt-laden-nations/
https://caneurope.org/governments-should-commit-substantially-increase-climate-finance-uk-ministerial-meeting/
https://www.eurodad.org/lessons_climate_finance
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/29/uk-urged-take-lead-helping-poor-countries-fund-climate-action-cop26
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/31/g7-should-double-help-for-poorer-countries-to-cut-co2-emissions-says-un
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/31/g7-should-double-help-for-poorer-countries-to-cut-co2-emissions-says-un
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1088792
https://live.worldbank.org/economic-recovery-green-resilient-inclusive-future#speakers
https://mailchi.mp/ggs/transatlanticlecturedelbekehultman
https://www.easpd.eu/en/content/easpd-webinar-green-deal-what-opportunities-social-services
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-can-technology-support-the-transition-towards-more-sustainable-finance-tickets-144198972007?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-can-technology-support-the-transition-towards-more-sustainable-finance-tickets-144198972007?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eib.org/en/events/eu-africa-green-talks
https://fead.be/event/waste-to-energy-an-essential-element-for-circularity/
https://clepa.eu/events/forum-for-mobility-society-smart-and-sustainable-mobility-strategy/
https://www.sams.kth.se/se/calendar/kitchen-talks-public-transport-meets-smart-mobility-1.1058402?date=2021-04-14&orgdate=2021-03-18&length=1&orglength=0
https://sbe21heritage.eurac.edu/
https://sbe21heritage.eurac.edu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/workshops-preparation-revision-epbd/workshop-minimum-energy-performance-standards-existing-buildings-2021-apr-15_lt
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/whats-the-scorecard-on-member-state-recovery-plans/
https://www.internetforum.eu/events/events/1090-the-role-of-smes-in-europe-s-digital-transformation.html
https://www.wcefplusclimate.com/

e 20/04 | Webinar | Active building Energy Performance Contracting (AEPC)

e 20/04 | Webinar | Connecting European Sustainable Finance to standardization

e 20/04 | Webinar | Conference on Energy poverty at the crossroads of the European Pillar of
Social Rights and the European Green Deal

e 20/04 | Webinar | Legal Implications of the Green Deal Across Europe

e 22/04 | Webinar | Clean Aviation for a Competitive Green Recovery in Europe: Innovative
Ideas Take Flight

e 22/04 | Webinar | Creating a mobility system of the future

e 22/04 | Online | Brainstorming seminar on Circular Economy: launch of bounCE4ward

e 27/04 | Webinar | Exploring interfaces between labour and environmental law

e 28/04 | Webinar | The New Industrial Strategy for (Post-Pandemic) Europe

e 29/04 | Webinar | Achieving the 2030 climate goals — One-stop-shops for the residential
sector

e 29/04 | Webinar | Blue economy: the potential of our oceans to contribute to a green
recovery

e 04/05 | Webinar | Circular economy and bioeconomy

e (04/05 | Webinar | The role of gas in Europe’s future energy mix and the transition to zero
carbon of Europe’s power sector

e 04-05/05 | Online | Euroheat & Power Congress

e 05/05 | Webinar | Climate Compliance and the European Green Deal

06/05 | Webinar | The Role of Modal Shift in Achieving Transport Decarbonisation

Objectives

06/05 | Webinar | Digital solutions in support of the Green Deal

11/05 | Webinar | Are we getting closer to a circular economy in Europe?

11/05 | Webinar | Faculty Research Day: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

12/05 | Webinar | Human Rights Compliance in the Financial Sector

18-20/05 | Online | Renewable Materials Conference

25-27/05 | Online | Innovate4Climate

27/05 | Webinar | Enabling a Circular Economy: How to encourage a viable agricultural

market for nutrients recovered from biowaste

31/05-04/06 | Online | EU Green Week

15-16/06 | Online | Covenant of Mayors Investment Forum: Energy efficiency finance

market place

21-23/06 | Online | Healthy Buildings Europe 2021

21-25/06 | Transport and Climate Change Week

23-25/06 | Online | European Energy Efficiency Conference 2021

24/06 | International workshop ‘Urban climate resilience: the role of law’

19-20/07 | Online | International Conference on Ecology, Biodiversity and Environment

30/08-03/09 | Online | Environmental litigation and compliance beyond the nation-state

08-09/09 | International Conference on Sustainable Development

11-14/10 | The European SDG Summit 2021

e 24-26/11 | 2nd International Conference on Circularity in the Built Environment

Commission documents

e 21/04 | Communication on a climate change mitigation and adaptation taxonomy | Review
of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive | Communication on the global approach to
research, innovation, education and youth

e 27/04 | Communication on business taxation for the 21st century | Updating the new
industrial strategy for Europe | Communication on better regulation


https://www.belesco.be/news-events/events/active-building-energy-performance-contracting-aepc
https://www.cen.eu/news/events/Pages/EV-2021-19.aspx
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-energy-poverty-crossroads-european-pillar-social-rights-and-european-green-deal
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-energy-poverty-crossroads-european-pillar-social-rights-and-european-green-deal
https://iclg.com/glgevents/legal-implications-of-the-green-deal-across-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/clean-aviation-competitive-green-recovery-europe-innovative-ideas-take-flight-2021-apr-22_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/clean-aviation-competitive-green-recovery-europe-innovative-ideas-take-flight-2021-apr-22_en
https://smartcitysweden.com/events/2889/creating-a-mobility-system-of-the-future/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/webinar/launch-bounce4ward
https://www.etui.org/events/exploring-interfaces-between-labour-and-environmental-law
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=fd80693e314da30ab81c93cfe23f8ad39365fcdf00773499675845&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=130635
https://www.bpie.eu/event/webinar-achieving-the-2030-climate-goals-one-stop-shops-for-the-residential-sector/
https://www.bpie.eu/event/webinar-achieving-the-2030-climate-goals-one-stop-shops-for-the-residential-sector/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/blue-economy-the-potential-of-our-oceans-to-contribute-to-a-green-recovery
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/blue-economy-the-potential-of-our-oceans-to-contribute-to-a-green-recovery
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-circular-economy-and-bioeconomy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-role-of-gas-in-europes-future-energy-mix-and-the-transition-to-zero-carbon-of-europes-power-sector
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-role-of-gas-in-europes-future-energy-mix-and-the-transition-to-zero-carbon-of-europes-power-sector
https://www.euroheat.org/events/40th-euroheat-power-congress/
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=30abec86842c04f7578ec23660bb0e0ef4ebc13800771009719919&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=130630
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/the-role-of-modal-shift-in-achieving-transport-decarbonisation-objectives-2/
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/the-role-of-modal-shift-in-achieving-transport-decarbonisation-objectives-2/
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-digital-solutions-in-support-of-the-green-deal
https://zerowastecities.eu/webinar/are-we-getting-closer-to-a-circular-economy-in-europe/
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-biodiversity-and-ecosystem-services
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