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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2021. 

 

Current affairs 

 What is the state of play with the strategy for greater integration of the energy system? 
(Euractiv) 

 An article on the importance of energy efficiency for a sustainable recovery policy. 

 WRI on a just transition to a climate neutral world. 

 Jenni Miller on the place of health in national climate plans. 

 CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere reached a new high, and that despite Covid-19. (The 
Guardian) 

 What will happen to the Antarctic ice shelves under different scenarios of temperature rise? 
(Carbon Brief, The Guardian) 

 What can green hydrogen mean for the petrochemical industry? 

 What is the role of tidal power for green hydrogen? 

 Fossil-based hydrogen will be economically unviable by 2030. (ReCharge) 

 E3G launches a series of fact sheets on hydrogen. 

 European energy ministers call for better regulatory framework for hydrogen. (Euractiv) 

 The increasing demand for copper, as part of the energy transition, could have a severe 
negative impact. (The Conversation) 

 How can we address the hidden environmental cost of solar energy? (META) 

 The EU explained the proposal for a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) within 
the WTO. (IISD) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/what-now-policymakers-mull-options-for-greater-energy-system-integration/
https://www.renewableenergyworld.com/energy-efficiency/build-back-better-with-energy-efficiency-improvements/#gref
https://www.wri.org/blog/2021/04/just-transition-zero-carbon-future-possible
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/04/07/health-must-put-heart-national-climate-plans/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/07/carbon-dioxide-levels-in-atmosphere-reach-record-high
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/07/carbon-dioxide-levels-in-atmosphere-reach-record-high
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-the-fate-of-antarctic-ice-shelves-at-1-5c-2c-and-4c-of-warming
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/08/third-of-antarctic-ice-shelves-will-collapse-amid-4c-global-heating
https://www.petrochemistry.eu/mediaroom/hydrogen-can-contribute-to-petrochemical-industrys-energy-transition-in-europe/
https://www.rechargenews.com/markets/how-wave-power-could-create-a-virtuous-circle-by-coming-ashore-to-help-eu-hydrogen-plans/2-1-990609
https://www.rechargenews.com/energy-transition/by-2030-blue-hydrogen-will-make-little-economic-sense-versus-green-bnef/2-1-991590
https://www.e3g.org/publications/hydrogen-factsheet-series/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-council-presidency/news/energy-ministers-urge-for-regulatory-framework-on-hydrogen/
https://theconversation.com/clean-energy-the-worlds-demand-for-copper-could-be-catastrophic-for-communities-and-environments-157872
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/04/08/overcoming-the-hidden-environmental-costs-of-solar-energy/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/wto-committee-on-trade-and-environment-discusses-efforts-to-address-climate-change-improve-sustainability/


 The Commission made a first analysis of the long-term renovation strategies of 13 Member 
States. 

 Lighting Europe calls for accelerated renovation of houses, with a strong focus on lighting. 

 Laurence Tubiana and Ani Toni on Mercosur. 

 How should Europe rebuild multilateralism after Covid-19? (Anthony Dworkin) 

 The energy needed for bitcoin could jeopardise China's climate targets. (The Guardian) 

 Europe could become the champion of the electric car battery. (Bloomberg) 

 A report by SITRA on 39 circular applications that have a positive impact. 

 Dan Vukelich on circular healthcare. 

 An article on the importance of green roofs for circular and resilient cities. 

 An article on circular building. 

 An article on circular economy and forestry. 

 The EU must continue to actively pursue a green recovery policy for aviation, says Transport 
& Environment. 

 It is becoming realistic for electric trucks to replace diesel-powered trucks. (Euractiv) 

 An article on smart mobility services in cities. 

 An analysis of the European Court of Justice ruling in the 'People's Climate Case'. 

 What does the Green Deal mean for the chemical industry? 

 An article on industrial policy in the context of energy transition. 

 An article on the digital divide in 'smart cities'. 

 EGMONT on public participation in the Green Deal. 

 ESG Investor on the Non-Financial Reporting Directive. 

 An article about socially responsible investing. 

 The Green Deal offers an opportunity for the introduction of a good carbon tax system. 
(META) 

 The discussion on the role of gas in the taxonomy for sustainable finance. (Bloomberg, 
Novethic) 

 Climate change may make it harder for countries to repay their debts. (Nature) 

 Strengthening biodiversity can be an important step to prevent new pandemics. 

 Saving the climate and conserving biodiversity go hand in hand. (New Scientist) 

 If the planet warms by more than 3°C, many species will disappear. (The Guardian, 
Bloomberg) 

 An article on the link between biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems and food quality. 

 How do Member States monitor biodiversity in function of the EU Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive? An article. 

 Why should businesses be more engaged with biodiversity? (Zurich) 

 Greenpeace asks the EU to stop promo campaigns for meat and dairy. 

 G7 finance ministers discussed international climate finance. (Euractiv) 

 The head of the IMF thinks that vulnerability to climate change should play a role in granting 
international financing. (Climate Home News) 
 

Activities 

 08-19/04 | Online | EU-Africa Green Talks (EIB) 

 12/04 | Webinar | Waste-to-Energy: an essential element for circularity 

 13/04 | Webinar | Forum for Mobility & Society – Smart and Sustainable Mobility Strategy 

 13/04 | Webinar | The Circular Economy Show 

 14/04 | Webinar | Public transport meets smart mobility 

 14-16/04 | Online | SBE21 Heritage Conference,Renovating historic buildings for a low-
carbon built heritage 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-analysis-highlights-good-practices-long-term-renovation-strategies-2021-mar-31_en
https://www.ledsmagazine.com/company-newsfeed/article/14200919/lightingeurope-reiterates-its-call-to-accelerate-renovation-of-lighting
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/eu-mercosur-trade-deal-threatens-to-wreck-the-blocs-climate-credibility/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/how-europe-can-rebuild-multilateralism-after-covid-19/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/apr/07/china-bitcoin-mining-climate-targets-nature-study
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-04/the-next-electric-car-battery-champion-could-be-european?srnd=premium-europe
https://www.sitra.fi/en/publications/the-winning-recipe-for-a-circular-economy/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/opinion/163582/time-to-move-away-from-our-disposable-health-care-culture/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43615-021-00033-0
https://www.mdpi.com/2571-5577/4/2/26/htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjO27TazObvAhVM_rsIHaImCls4ChAWMAB6BAgFEAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdpi.com%2F1999-4907%2F12%2F4%2F436%2Fpdf&usg=AOvVaw00GGxr0Gkcr3QzphZ-6rHe
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/green-recovery-necessary-after-airline-pollution-fell-64-last-year
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/green-recovery-necessary-after-airline-pollution-fell-64-last-year
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/electric-truck-technology-close-to-challenging-diesel-study/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/8/4127/htm
https://europeanlawblog.eu/2021/04/06/the-cjeu-dismissed-the-peoples-climate-case-as-inadmissible-the-limit-of-plaumann-is-plaumann/
https://cen.acs.org/business/investment/test-European-chemical-industrys-green/99/i12
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629620304643
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/7/4076/htm
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/a-transition-for-the-citizens-ensuring-public-participation-in-the-european-green-deal/
https://www.esginvestor.net/revised-nfrd-to-fuel-sfdr-taxonomy-compliance/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10668-021-01375-3
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/04/07/recovery-plans-eus-carbon-pricing-momentum/
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/eu-taxonomy-gas-rule-is-compromise-on-green-credentials/
https://www.novethic.com/sustainable-finance/isr-rse/under-pressure-from-lobbies-the-european-commission-considers-including-gas-in-the-eu-taxonomy-149706.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00871-w
https://www.zmescience.com/science/want-to-avoid-new-pandemics-preserving-biodiversity-is-step-one-research-argues/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25033291-800-why-rescuing-the-climate-and-saving-biodiversity-go-hand-in-hand/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/09/lemurs-and-giant-tortoises-among-species-at-risk-if-global-warming-reaches-3c
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/current-emissions-put-the-world-on-track-for-biodiversity-collapse-1.1587988
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15/e1917487118
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X21000841?via%3Dihub
https://www.zurich.com/en/knowledge/topics/climate-change/why-businesses-should-care-about-biodiversity
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/45553/one-third-of-eus-farming-ad-budget-promoted-meat-and-dairy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/g7-ponders-increasing-climate-finance-in-build-up-to-cop26/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/04/08/climate-vulnerability-factored-debt-relief-says-imf-head/
https://www.eib.org/en/events/eu-africa-green-talks
https://fead.be/event/waste-to-energy-an-essential-element-for-circularity/
https://clepa.eu/events/forum-for-mobility-society-smart-and-sustainable-mobility-strategy/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/how-are-businesses-measuring-their-circular-economy-transformation-watch-the-circular-economy-show-to-learn-more
https://www.sams.kth.se/se/calendar/kitchen-talks-public-transport-meets-smart-mobility-1.1058402?date=2021-04-14&orgdate=2021-03-18&length=1&orglength=0
https://sbe21heritage.eurac.edu/
https://sbe21heritage.eurac.edu/


 15/04 | Webinar | Minimum energy performance standards for existing buildings 

 15/04 | Webinar | What’s the scorecard on Member State recovery plans? 

 15/04 | Webinar | The role of SMEs in Europe's digital transformation 

 15/04 | Webinar | Fund portfolio networks: a climate risk perspective 

 15-16/04 | Online | World Circular Economy Forum + Climate 

 20/04 | Webinar | Active building Energy Performance Contracting (AEPC) 

 20/04 | Webinar | Connecting European Sustainable Finance to standardization 

 20/04 | Webinar | Conference on Energy poverty at the crossroads of the European Pillar of 
Social Rights and the European Green Deal 

 20/04 | Webinar | Legal Implications of the Green Deal Across Europe 

 20-22/04 | Online | 3rd EU Conference on Connected & Automated Driving 

 21/04 | Webinar | Reducing the use of antibiotics in the meat sector 

 21/04 | Webinar | EU Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR): Measuring Portfolio 
Alignment and Company Reporting 

 22/04 | Webinar | Clean Aviation for a Competitive Green Recovery in Europe: Innovative 
Ideas Take Flight 

 22/04 | Webinar | Creating a mobility system of the future 

 22/04 | Online | Brainstorming seminar on Circular Economy: launch of bounCE4ward 

 26/04 | Webinar | Rebuilding smart mobility: shared, safe and sustainable 

 27/04 | Webinar | Exploring interfaces between labour and environmental law 

 28/04 | Webinar | The New Industrial Strategy for (Post-Pandemic) Europe 

 29/04 | Webinar | Achieving the 2030 climate goals – One-stop-shops for the residential 
sector 

 29/04 | Webinar | Blue economy: the potential of our oceans to contribute to a green 
recovery 

 04/05 | Webinar | Circular economy and bioeconomy 

 04/05 | Webinar | The role of gas in Europe’s future energy mix and the transition to zero 
carbon of Europe’s power sector 

 04-05/05 | Online | Euroheat & Power Congress 

 05/05 | Webinar | Climate Compliance and the European Green Deal 

 06/05 | Webinar | The Role of Modal Shift in Achieving Transport Decarbonisation 
Objectives 

 06/05 | Webinar | Digital solutions in support of the Green Deal 

 06/05 | Online | High-level conference on the review of the Non-Financial Reporting 
Directive – the way forward 

 11/05 | Webinar | Are we getting closer to a circular economy in Europe? 

 11/05 | Webinar | Faculty Research Day: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

 12/05 | Webinar | Human Rights Compliance in the Financial Sector 

 18-20/05 | Online | Renewable Materials Conference 

 25-27/05 | Online | Innovate4Climate 

 27/05 | Webinar | Enabling a Circular Economy: How to encourage a viable agricultural 
market for nutrients recovered from biowaste 

 31/05-04/06 | Online | EU Green Week 

 15-16/06 | Online | Covenant of Mayors Investment Forum: Energy efficiency finance 
market place 

 21-23/06 | Online | Healthy Buildings Europe 2021 

 21-25/06 | Transport and Climate Change Week 

 23-25/06 | Online | European Energy Efficiency Conference 2021 

 24/06 | International workshop ‘Urban climate resilience: the role of law’  

 19-20/07 | Online | International Conference on Ecology, Biodiversity and Environment 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/workshops-preparation-revision-epbd/workshop-minimum-energy-performance-standards-existing-buildings-2021-apr-15_lt
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/whats-the-scorecard-on-member-state-recovery-plans/
https://www.internetforum.eu/events/events/1090-the-role-of-smes-in-europe-s-digital-transformation.html
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/hearings/webinar-sustainable-finance-fund-portfolio-networks-climate-risk-perspective
https://www.wcefplusclimate.com/
https://www.belesco.be/news-events/events/active-building-energy-performance-contracting-aepc
https://www.cen.eu/news/events/Pages/EV-2021-19.aspx
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-energy-poverty-crossroads-european-pillar-social-rights-and-european-green-deal
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-energy-poverty-crossroads-european-pillar-social-rights-and-european-green-deal
https://iclg.com/glgevents/legal-implications-of-the-green-deal-across-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/3rd-eu-conference-connected-automated-driving-eucad-2021-yes-we-ccam-partnership-europe-2021-apr-20_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/reducing-the-use-of-antibiotics-in-the-meat-sector
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/webinar/eu-sustainable-finance-disclosure-regulation-sfdr-measuring-portfolio-alignment-and-company-reporting/
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/webinar/eu-sustainable-finance-disclosure-regulation-sfdr-measuring-portfolio-alignment-and-company-reporting/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/clean-aviation-competitive-green-recovery-europe-innovative-ideas-take-flight-2021-apr-22_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/clean-aviation-competitive-green-recovery-europe-innovative-ideas-take-flight-2021-apr-22_en
https://smartcitysweden.com/events/2889/creating-a-mobility-system-of-the-future/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/webinar/launch-bounce4ward
https://www.intelligenttransport.com/transport-webinars/119308/rebuilding-smart-mobility-shared-safe-and-sustainable/
https://www.etui.org/events/exploring-interfaces-between-labour-and-environmental-law
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=fd80693e314da30ab81c93cfe23f8ad39365fcdf00773499675845&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=130635
https://www.bpie.eu/event/webinar-achieving-the-2030-climate-goals-one-stop-shops-for-the-residential-sector/
https://www.bpie.eu/event/webinar-achieving-the-2030-climate-goals-one-stop-shops-for-the-residential-sector/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/blue-economy-the-potential-of-our-oceans-to-contribute-to-a-green-recovery
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/blue-economy-the-potential-of-our-oceans-to-contribute-to-a-green-recovery
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-circular-economy-and-bioeconomy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-role-of-gas-in-europes-future-energy-mix-and-the-transition-to-zero-carbon-of-europes-power-sector
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-role-of-gas-in-europes-future-energy-mix-and-the-transition-to-zero-carbon-of-europes-power-sector
https://www.euroheat.org/events/40th-euroheat-power-congress/
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=30abec86842c04f7578ec23660bb0e0ef4ebc13800771009719919&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=130630
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/the-role-of-modal-shift-in-achieving-transport-decarbonisation-objectives-2/
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/the-role-of-modal-shift-in-achieving-transport-decarbonisation-objectives-2/
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-digital-solutions-in-support-of-the-green-deal
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/finance-210506-non-financial-reporting-directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/finance-210506-non-financial-reporting-directive_en
https://zerowastecities.eu/webinar/are-we-getting-closer-to-a-circular-economy-in-europe/
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/news-events/events/faculty-research-day-biodiversity-and-ecosystem-services
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=5b9e893c6daa01db3f554deaec40dd2b69e8af2800771011030233&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=130631
http://renewable-materials.eu/
https://innovate4climate.pathable.co/
https://systemicproject.eu/systemic-webinar-enabling-a-circular-economy-27-5-2021/
https://systemicproject.eu/systemic-webinar-enabling-a-circular-economy-27-5-2021/
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/sustainable-energy-investment-forums/covenant-mayors-investment-forum-energy-efficiency-finance-market-place-2021-jun-15_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/sustainable-energy-investment-forums/covenant-mayors-investment-forum-energy-efficiency-finance-market-place-2021-jun-15_en
https://hb2021-europe.org/
https://www.transportweek.org/
https://www.wsed.at/european-energy-efficiency-conference
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/about/schools/law/departments/plg/workshop
https://waset.org/ecology-biodiversity-and-environment-conference-in-july-2021-in-helsinki


 30/08-03/09 | Online | Environmental litigation and compliance beyond the nation-state 

 08-09/09 | International Conference on Sustainable Development 

 11-14/10 | The European SDG Summit 2021 

 24-26/11 | 2nd International Conference on Circularity in the Built Environment 
 

Commission documents 

 21/04 | Communication on a climate change mitigation and adaptation taxonomy | Review 
of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive | Communication on the global approach to 
research, innovation, education and youth 

 27/04 | Communication on business taxation for the 21st century | Updating the new 
industrial strategy for Europe | Communication on better regulation 

 18/05 | Communication on zero-pollution for water, air and soil | Communication on a new 
approach for a sustainable blue economy in the EU 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/10684
https://ecsdev.org/conference/9th-icsd-2021
https://www.csreurope.org/calendar/the-european-sdg-summit-2021
https://www.circularben.com/
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/en/briefing-european-green-deal-en

