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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2021. 

 

Current affairs 

 The Commission is considering the introduction of a minimum tax on polluting aviation fuels. 
(Euractiv, Reuters) 

 The EU should set strict targets for synthetic aviation fuel. Transport & Environment and 
Lufthansa, among others, are asking for this. 

 Many expect much from 'negative emissions'. But what if expectations are not met? 
(CarbonBrief) 

 The new Eurobarometer shows that Europeans consider climate change the most important 
problem. 

 The whole world must prepare for extreme heat in the next few years, faster than previously 
expected. (The Guardian)  

 What can we expect about the 'Fit for 55%' package of proposals that the Commission will 
decide on 14 July? (Euractiv, E3G) 

 The views of some NGOs on the Effort Sharing Regulation. (Transport & Environment) 

 The proposal for a carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM) will be part of the package 
of proposals ('fit for 55%') to be decided by the Commission on 14 July. (Reuters, Politico, 
WEF) 

 The aluminium sector on the Commission's proposal for a CBAM. 

 The envisaged extension of the ETS system is criticised. (Reuters) 

 What do European stakeholders think about ambitious energy targets in the Green Deal? An 
article. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/alternative-renewable-fuels/news/leak-eu-to-propose-aviation-fuel-tax-in-green-policy-push/
https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/draft-shows-eu-propose-aviation-fuel-tax-green-policy-push-2021-07-04/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/set-ambitious-eu-targets-synthetic-jet-fuel-while-preserving-level-playing-field-airlines-say
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-emissions-should-fall-twice-as-fast-in-case-negative-emissions-fail
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3156
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3156
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/jul/07/world-must-step-up-preparations-for-extreme-heat
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europes-fit-for-55-climate-package-what-to-expect/
https://www.e3g.org/news/fit-for-55-proposals-the-eu-s-dive-into-deep-and-whole-economy-decarbonisation/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/publications/seven-ways-improve-climate-action-regulation
https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/europe-faces-sceptical-globe-with-carbon-border-levy-2021-07-05/
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-lonely-crusade-for-a-carbon-border-tax/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/07/how-the-eus-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-could-fall-afoul-of-wto-regulations/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/three-reasons-why-a-carbon-border-adjustment-measure-will-not-work-for-aluminium/
https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/europes-carbon-push-stokes-backlash-fears-2021-07-09/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629621001766


 Aurélie Beauvais thinks there should be a target of 45% renewables by 2030. 

 The heat pump industry's view on the challenges of energy transition. (Euractiv) 

 A new study identifies thousands of renewable energy projects worldwide. (EY, European 
Climate Foundation) 

 Wind and solar energy capacity grew strongly in 2020. (The Guardian) 

 A new report by the IEA on the expected development of the gas market in the next few 
years. (Euractiv) 

 Little progress has been made in the negotiations on the revision of the Energy Charter 
Treaty. (Euractiv, CAN Europe, ClientEarth) 

 Adeline Rochet and Pedro Guertler on the importance of the 'renovation wave'. (Euractiv) 

 Member States may have to renovate their buildings more quickly, as a result of the Energy 
Efficiency Directive. (Euractiv) 

 An article on sustainable living. 

 A report on the importance of an ambitious target for reusable packaging. 

 An article on scaling up circular business models in the textile sector. 

 New rules to reduce plastic waste do not go far enough, according to the environmental 
movement, while the industry is concerned about possibly different standards in member 
states. (Euractiv, Reuters) 

 Some organisations call for a framework for a fair transition for those working in the car 
industry. (Transport & Environment) 

 The Netherlands is doing well in terms of charging infrastructure for electric cars. But the 
Commission wants to phase out that successful model, fears William Todts. 

 The EU targets for agrofuels have led to deforestation the size of the Netherlands. So says a 
report by Transport & Environment. (Euractiv) 

 The industry is calling for more attention to second-generation agrofuels. (Euractiv) 

 WEF about road pricing. 

 Is the green economy an opportunity for MaaS? 

 ERT on open strategic autonomy and trade policy. 

 The European Court of Auditors made a study on the application of the 'polluter pays' 
principle. (Reuters, Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 EEB on the new environmental standards for the chemical industry. 

 The European Parliament voted on the 8th Environmental Action Programme (8EAP) on 7 
and 8 July. With this, the Parliament has determined its negotiating position. (WWF, WWF) 

 What impact will the energy transition have on jobs? (IEA) 

 An article on territorial plans for a just transition in Sweden. 

 Bruegel made an analysis of the national plans for recovery and resilience. 

 To what extent will the national plans for recovery and resilience lead to transformative 
change? (Social Europe) 

 The Commission presented the new sustainable finance strategy on 6 July. (Commissie, 
Euractiv, EuroNews, Transport & Environment, EFAMA, BEUC, CBSD, SMEuinited, Reuters, 
Club of Rome, WWF, Accountancy Europe, Finance Watch, Better Finance, EACB, AFME, 
BrusselsMorning, EIOPA) 

 Bonds issued by the Commission to finance the recovery package do not have to comply 
with the new green bond standard. (Politico) 

 ECB wants to integrate climate focus even more strongly into its own operations. (Euractiv) 

 What are the risks of climate change for public debt in Europe? (Bruegel) 

 An article on the climate consistency of financial flows in the context of the Paris climate 
agreement negotiations. (Nature) 

 The current global carbon pricing system needs to be transformed within a few years to 
meet a 1.5°C target. So says the Net-Zero Asset Owner Alliance. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/why-the-european-green-deal-needs-a-45-renewables-target-by-2030/
https://www.ehpa.org/about/news/article/well-keep-the-lights-on/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/industry-european-electricity-grid-can-handle-50-million-heat-pumps/
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/strategy/a-clean-covid-19-pandemic-recovery-the-global-opportunity
https://europeanclimate.org/resources/a-clean-covid-19-recovery-the-global-opportunity-for-g20-leadership/
https://europeanclimate.org/resources/a-clean-covid-19-recovery-the-global-opportunity-for-g20-leadership/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/jul/08/bp-global-wind-and-solar-power-capacity-grew-at-record-rate-in-2020
https://www.iea.org/reports/gas-market-report-q3-2021
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/rebound-in-global-gas-demand-threatens-international-climate-targets-iea/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/leaked-diplomatic-cables-show-limited-progress-in-energy-charter-treaty-reform-talks/
https://caneurope.org/giant-damocles-sword-shows-threat-energy-charter-treaty-leaks-reveal-reform-negotiations-failing/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/latest-updates/news/eu-must-withdraw-from-energy-charter-treaty/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/why-the-renovation-wave-matters-more-than-the-eu-knows/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-bets-on-energy-savings-greener-buildings-to-meet-climate-target-draft/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/14/7521/htm
https://eeb.org/reusable-packaging-can-bring-significant-environmental-and-economic-benefits-by-2030-report-finds/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352550921001998
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/eu-plastic-rules-worry-manufacturers-environmentalists-demand-more/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-plastic-rules-worry-manufacturers-environmentalists-demand-more-2021-07-05/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/publications/letter-urgent-need-just-transition-framework-europe%E2%80%99s-automotive-workforce
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electric-cars/opinion/why-is-the-european-commission-dismantling-the-continents-most-successful-ev-charging-model/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/10-years-eu%E2%80%99s-failed-biofuels-policy-has-wiped-out-forests-size-netherlands-study
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/10-years-eu%E2%80%99s-failed-biofuels-policy-has-wiped-out-forests-size-netherlands-study
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/eu-biofuels-goals-seen-behind-deforested-area-as-big-as-the-netherlands/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/alternative-renewable-fuels/news/advanced-biofuels-feedstock-list-should-be-enlarged-to-meet-eu-target-industry/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/07/road-pricing-climate-change-european-union-eu-cities-mobility/
https://medium.com/@skedgo/why-the-green-economy-is-an-opportunity-for-maas-part-1-8fbdbf47ca6d
https://ert.eu/documents/opentrade/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=58811
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=58811
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/public-not-polluters-too-often-pay-clean-up-environment-eu-auditors-say-2021-07-05/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/auditors-eu-taxpayers-not-polluters-often-foot-hefty-emissions-bill/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/agri-commissioner-backs-call-for-polluter-pays-principle-in-farming/
https://eeb.org/new-eu-environmental-standards-for-chemical-industry-fall-short-of-green-deal-ambition/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20210701STO07544/eu-environmental-policy-to-2030-a-systemic-change
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07517/new-eu-environment-programme-to-address-challenges-facing-people-and-planet
https://www.wwf.eu/?uNewsID=3962916
https://www.wwf.eu/?uNewsID=3981916
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/the-importance-of-focusing-on-jobs-and-fairness-in-clean-energy-transitions
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/13/7505
https://www.bruegel.org/2021/07/a-breakdown-of-eu-countries-post-pandemic-green-spending-plans/
https://socialeurope.eu/a-future-fit-recovery
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/210706-sustainable-finance-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3405
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-turns-to-finance-to-achieve-climate-neutral-continent/
https://www.euronews.com/2021/07/06/brussels-unveils-gold-standard-bond-to-boost-private-investment-in-green-transition
https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/eu%E2%80%99s-green-finance-plan-leaves-door-open-gas-investments
https://www.efama.org/newsroom/news/efama-eu-s-renewed-sustainable-finance-strategy-must-deliver-transparent-esg-ratings
https://www.beuc.eu/publications/eu-sustainable-finance-plans-overshadowed-labelling-gas-%E2%80%98green-investment%E2%80%99/html
https://www.cdsb.net/eu-non-financial-reporting-directive/1220/new-european-sustainable-finance-strategy-gives-hints
https://www.smeunited.eu/news/commission-chooses-sensible-approach-on-taxonomy-reporting-for-smes
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-eu-finance-idUKKCN2EC1I2
https://www.clubofrome.org/impact-hubs/rethinking-finance/finance-strategy/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?uNewsID=3964341
https://www.accountancyeurope.eu/good-governance-sustainability/new-roadmap-enhances-eu-sustainable-finance-strategy/
https://www.finance-watch.org/press-release/europe-needs-a-more-ambitious-sustainable-finance-strategy/
https://betterfinance.eu/publication/better-finance-fully-supports-the-goals-of-the-european-commissions-new-sustainable-finance-strategy-and-makes-suggestions-to-maximize-its-effectiveness/
http://www.eacb.coop/en/green-and-sustainable-finance/news/eacb-statement-on-the-renewed-sustainable-finance-strategy.html
https://www.finextra.com/newsarticle/38414/renewed-sustainable-finance-strategy-critical-to-meeting-sustainability-objectives-says-afme
https://brusselsmorning.com/2021/07/07/commissions-strategy-places-sustainability-at-the-heart-of-finance/
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/content/eiopa-further-contributes-sustainable-finance_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-green-bonds-wont-meet-the-blocs-own-high-standards/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/ecb-pledges-to-factor-climate-change-more-into-policy/
https://www.bruegel.org/2021/07/the-risks-from-climate-change-to-sovereign-debt-in-europe/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-021-01083-w
https://www.unepfi.org/news/themes/climate-change/net-zero-asset-owner-alliance-argues-for-binding-price-corridor-for-carbon/


 A new guide for the financial sector on the biodiversity convention. 

 What are the obligations of states with regard to biodiversity and human rights? (UNEP)  

 With the new forest strategy to be published next week, the EU wants to ensure more 
carbon sinks in response to the climate challenge. (Reuters, CAN Europe) 

 Arc2020 on the European Court of Auditors' audit of the Common Agricultural Policy and 
climate. 

 EEB on climate neutral agriculture. 

 Slow Food on the importance of agroecology for achieving biodiversity objectives. 

 The Commission launched a special European Code of Conduct for sustainable food, as part 
of the 'farm to fork' strategy. (Food Navigator, EuroNews) 

 Arc2020 on the Commission's new vision for rural areas. 
 

Activities 

 12/07 | Webinar | Recovery and sustainability – how can SMEs achieve both?   

 13/07 | Webinar | The role of Critical Raw Materials to form a strong industrial base 

 14/07 | Webinar | Creating Sustainable and Inclusive Economic Recovery and Growth 

 15/07 | Online | Distributed Energy Resources as new Infrastructure, versus Incumbent 
Utilities 

 16/07 | Webinar | Unpacking the Fit for 55 Package: perspectives and next steps 

 19-20/07 | Online | International Conference on Ecology, Biodiversity and Environment 

 21/07 | Online | Nature, climate and health leadership for a healthy and green recovery: 
Catalyzing an intergenerational response 

 30/08-03/09 | Online | Environmental litigation and compliance beyond the nation-state 

 30/08-03/09 | Online | „Natural“ boundaries of climate protection under EU Law – A clash 
of ecological interests 

 01-03/09 | Online | 4th Annual GRASFI Conference 

 03-11/09 | Hybrid | IUCN World Conservation Congress 

 06-10/09 | Online | EU PVSEC 2021 

 07/09 | Webinar | Forest restoration and tree-planting – What impact for climate change 
mitigation? 

 08/09 | Webinar | Carbon removal strategy – Is it needed and will it make a difference? 

 08-09/09 | Online | International Conference on Sustainable Development 

 09/09 | Online | Youth facing the climate and health emergencies 

 08-10/09 | ERSCP 2021 - European Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

 16/09 | Online | First experiences with Scip and next steps towards a safer circular economy 

 28/09 | Webinar | Refueling aviation: The role and types of sustainable aviation fuels 

 28-30/09 | 29th EEAC Annual conference 

 29/09 | Hybrid | Green heat recovery: Reinforcing Europe’s industrial and energy transition 
leadership 

 01/10 | Webinar | Biodiversity – harmonization through voluntary standards 

 11-14/10 | Online | The European SDG Summit 2021 

 26/10 | Climate Finance Day 

 26/10 | Online | Climate and Energy Summit 

 29/10 | The European Green Deal: how to make the economy sustainable and what are the 
risks for workers? 

 01/11 | One Planet Summit 

 03-05/11 | Eurocities 2021 Leipzig: The power of cities – transforming society 

 06-07/11 | 2021 Global Conference on Health and Climate Change 

 08-10/11 | Sustainable Innovation Forum 

https://www.unepfi.org/news/themes/ecosystems/new-finance-guidance-aims-to-mobilize-financial-institutions-to-engage-positively-with-nature/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/states-have-these-13-duties-when-it-comes-biodiversity-and-human-rights
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-drafts-plan-grow-carbon-sinks-climate-change-fight-2021-07-06/
https://caneurope.org/letter-climate-biodiversity-ambition-europe-land-green-deal/
https://www.arc2020.eu/cap-and-climate-what-exactly-did-the-auditors-find/
https://eeb.org/get-fit-for-55-with-agriculture/
https://www.slowfood.com/from-eu-to-un-biodiversity-needs-agroecology/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3385
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/07/05/Food-industry-unites-behind-Code-of-Conduct-but-fault-lines-remain-for-food-system-transformation
https://www.euronews.com/green/2021/07/06/farm-to-fork-eu-launches-a-code-of-conduct-for-healthier-and-more-sustainable-food-industr
https://www.arc2020.eu/flagrant-vagueness-commission-launches-a-vision-without-a-strategy/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/recovery-and-sustainability-how-can-smes-achieve-both
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/role-critical-raw-materials-form-strong-industrial-base
https://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/summer-schools/Summer-School/events/2021/Summer-School-Lecture/Creating-sustainable-and-inclusive-economic-recovery-and-growth
https://www.uu.nl/en/events/distributed-energy-resources-as-new-infrastructure-versus-incumbent-utilities
https://www.uu.nl/en/events/distributed-energy-resources-as-new-infrastructure-versus-incumbent-utilities
https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/events/unpacking-fit-55-package-perspectives
https://waset.org/ecology-biodiversity-and-environment-conference-in-july-2021-in-helsinki
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/07/21/default-calendar/nature-climate-and-health-catalyzing-an-intergenerational-response
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/07/21/default-calendar/nature-climate-and-health-catalyzing-an-intergenerational-response
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/10684
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PaperDetails/59844
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PaperDetails/59844
https://sustainablefinancealliance.org/events/4th-annual-conference-2021/
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/events2/eu-pvsec-2021/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/forest-restoration-and-tree-planting-what-impact-for-climate-change-mitigation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/forest-restoration-and-tree-planting-what-impact-for-climate-change-mitigation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-removal-strategy-is-it-needed-and-will-it-make-a-difference
https://ecsdev.org/conference/9th-icsd-2021
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/09/09/default-calendar/youth-facing-the-climate-and-health-emergencies
https://nachhaltigwirtschaften.at/en/events/2021/20210910-erscp-graz-2021.php
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/214317/the-scip-database-and-circularity-in-the-eu
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/refueling-aviation-the-role-and-types-of-sustainable-aviation-fuels
https://eeac.eu/annual-conferentions/29th-eeac-anual-conference-barcelona-28-30-september-2021/
https://calendar.time.ly/bogh8vf2/event/66451269/20210929092000
https://calendar.time.ly/bogh8vf2/event/66451269/20210929092000
https://www.cen.eu/news/events/Pages/EV-2021-32.aspx
https://www.csreurope.org/calendar/the-european-sdg-summit-2021
https://www.climatefinanceday.com/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/climate-and-energy-summit-2021/
https://www.eza.org/en/seminar-programme/seminar/the-european-green-deal-how-to-make-the-economy-sustainable-and-what-are-the-risks-for-workers
https://www.eza.org/en/seminar-programme/seminar/the-european-green-deal-how-to-make-the-economy-sustainable-and-what-are-the-risks-for-workers
https://www.oneplanetsummit.fr/en
https://eurocities.eu/latest/eurocities-2021-leipzig-the-power-of-cities-transforming-society/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/11/06/default-calendar/2021-global-conference-on-health-and-climate-change
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/


 16-18/11 | Tomorrow.Mobility Congress 

 22-25/11 | CONCORDi 2021: Industrial Innovation for Competitive Sustainability 

 24-26/11 | 2nd International Conference on Circularity in the Built Environment 
 

Commission documents 

 14/07 | Fit for 55 package: - Revision of the EU Emission Trading System, including revision 
of the EU ETS Directive concerning aviation, maritime and CORSIA, - Revision of the 
Regulation on the inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land use, land 
use change and forestry (LULUCF), - Effort Sharing Regulation, - Amendment to the 
Renewable Energy Directive to implement the ambition of the new 2030 climate target, - 
Amendment of the Energy Efficiency Directive to implement the ambition of the new 2030 
climate target, - ReFuelEU Aviation – sustainable aviation fuels, - FuelEU Maritime – green 
European maritime space, - Revision of the Directive on deployment of the alternative fuels 
infrastructure, - Amendment of the Regulation setting CO2 emission standards for cars and 
vans, - Carbon border adjustment mechanism, - Revision of the Energy Tax Directive, - 
Climate Action Social Facility | New EU forest strategy 

 20/07 | Own resources package 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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