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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2022. 

 

Current affairs 

 Reflections after COP26: GlobalVoices, CAN Europe, ETTG, WRI, E3G. 

 How can governments accelerate the climate transition? (EY) 

 META, Arianna Vitali Roscini on high energy prices. 

 An article on how investments in renewable energy can be steered in favour of the reliability 
of the energy system. A plea for a hybrid model. 

 To ensure that 'Fit for 55' is socially just, more is needed than just financial compensation. 
(E3G) 

 ETUC calls for a legal framework for a just transition to complement the 'Fit for 55' package. 

 Energy saving schemes need to be better targeted at the poorest households, experts say. 
(Euractiv) 

 The revised Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) should ensure that EU Member States take 
immediate action and do not delay their efforts until the end of the decade. (Euractiv) 

 Orgalim and CEMA on CBAM. 

 New research shows that wind turbines, when properly configured, can provide grid 
stability. (EnergyPost)  

 A study on the potential of hydrogen for decarbonising EU industry. 

 An article on the development of green hydrogen, seen from a global perspective. 

 Stephan Windels and Science | Business on the underexploited potential of green hydrogen 
in Europe. 

 CAN Europe on the package of proposals to decarbonise hydrogen and gas. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2022-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://globalvoices.org/2021/12/05/post-cop26-a-caribbean-view-on-climate-injustice-and-1-5-to-stay-alive/
https://caneurope.org/cop26-outcomes-what-are-the-implications-for-the-eu/
https://ettg.eu/blog-posts/the-proof-of-the-haggis-making-sense-of-the-glasgow-climate-change-conference/
https://www.wri.org/insights/5-ways-cities-climate-action
https://www.e3g.org/publications/how-to-align-the-eu-s-external-action-with-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.ey.com/en_ao/government-public-sector/six-ways-that-governments-can-drive-the-green-transition
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/12/02/member-states-turn-a-deaf-ear-to-energy-crisis-solution/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/to-prevent-future-energy-prices-crisis-eu-leaders-must-stop-neglecting-energy-efficiency/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/24/13510/htm
https://www.e3g.org/news/beyond-compensation-to-shared-ownership-fit-for-55/
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/etuc-position-just-transition-legal-framework-complement-fit-55-package
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/energy-saving-schemes-need-better-targeting-at-poorest-households-experts-say/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/interview/niels-fuglsang-mep-revised-eu-energy-efficiency-rules-must-trigger-immediate-action/
https://orgalim.eu/position-papers/trade-orgalim-position-paper-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-cbam
https://www.cema-agri.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=869&catid=17&Itemid=213
https://energypost.eu/new-research-shows-wind-turbines-configured-right-could-provide-grid-stability/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_STU(2021)697199
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/23/13464/htm
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/the-untapped-market-of-green-hydrogen-in-europe-is-becoming-harder-to-ignore/
https://sciencebusiness.net/how-europe-can-step-shift-clean-hydrogen-power
https://caneurope.org/letter-hydrogen-and-gas-decarbonisation-package-ff55-under-publication-needs-to-improve/


 The European reference price for carbon could reach 100 euros per tonne by the end of the 
year. (Euractiv) 

 CAN Europe on the proposed new rules to reduce anthropogenic methane emissions from 
the energy and petrochemical sectors. 

 New EU rules on methane should cover petrochemical products and the supply chain. (CIEL) 

 CAN Europe on the Energy Charter Treaty. 

 Do EU plans to defend the energy performance of buildings go far enough? (META) 

 E3G on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. 

 Energy performance certificates (EPCs) offer a huge untapped potential to help Europe 
decarbonise. (Adrian Joyce) 

 A study on the impact of minimum energy performance standards in the revision of the 
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. 

 An article on difficulties in energy renovation of district heating buildings. 

 An article on enabling technologies for sectoral coupling, with an overview of the role of 
heat pumps and thermal energy storage. 

 In a joint statement, some organisations active in the circular economy call for more 
removable, replaceable and repairable batteries. (Zero Waste Europe, EEB, Rreuse, Right to 
Repair) 

 Some organisations are concerned that the proposed rules for a sustainable battery industry 
will come too late. (Transport & Environment, EEB) 

 What does the transition to a circular economy mean in terms of jobs? A study. 

 The EU is working on a 'digital product passport' to boost the circular economy. (Euractiv) 

 How can the aluminium industry become more circular? (WEF) 

 How can companies develop circular innovations in collaboration with stakeholders? An 
article. 

 A new book on circular design of fashion. (Ellen MacArthur Foundation) 

 META on green labels for fashion. 

 The Commission has a proposal on the position of platform workers. (Politico, Euractiv, 
Politico, Euractiv, Briefing EP, Move EU) 

 A study on 'working for nothing' in the platform economy. 

 A report on the role of MaaS as a regulatory tool for the introduction of sustainable urban 
mobility. 

 Running cars on e-fuels will not reduce air pollution problems. (Transport & Environment, 
Euractiv) 

 A study proposing a new design of charging tariffs for electric vehicles. 

 The rail sector is calling for a reform of the ETS system and the Energy Taxation Directive. 

 How will green chemistry provide answers to the climate crisis? (WEF) 

 Bruegel on the 'Global Gateway'. 

 Eurocities on a just green and digital transformation. 

 The vast majority of Europe's urban population is exposed to levels of air pollutants above 
the new WHO guidelines. A new report from the EEA. 

 Microplastics cause damage to human cells, study finds. (The Guardian) 

 The Commission proposed a Social Economy Action Plan. (Social Economy, EVPA) 

 A briefing on the Social Economy Action Plan. 

 The EU Council reached an agreement on the negotiating position on the minimum wage 
directive. (Euractiv) 

 Finance ministers agreed to amend the rules in order to allow them to reduce value added 
tax (VAT) on goods and services linked to the fight against climate change, the protection of 
health and the transition to a more digital economy. (Council, Commission, Euractiv) 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-carbon-price-could-hit-e100-by-year-end-after-record-run-analysts/
https://caneurope.org/ngo-policy-recommendations-upcoming-legislation-ff55-proposal-reduce-anthropogenic-methane-emissions-from-energy-petrochemical-sectors/
https://www.ciel.org/news/new-eu-rules-for-methane-must-cover-petrochemicals-and-supply-chain-if-it-is-to-honour-climate-commitments-environmental-ngos-urge/
https://caneurope.org/8-reasons-ect-reform-is-doomed-to-failure/
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/12/02/is-the-eu-paving-the-way-towards-zero-emission-buildings/
https://www.e3g.org/news/energy-performance-of-buildings-directive-embodied-carbon-is-key/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/better-data-needed-to-manage-our-buildings/
https://www.housingeurope.eu/resource-1648/does-one-size-fit-all-impact-of-minimum-energy-performance-standards-in-the-revision-of-the-energy-performance-building-directive
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2210670721005230
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/14/24/8195/htm
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/library/joint-statement-europes-circular-economy-leaders-demand-removable-replaceable-and-repairable-batteries/
https://eeb.org/non-replaceable-batteries-are-bad-news-for-the-environment-and-consumers-new-research-finds/
https://rreuse.org/joint-statement-europes-circular-economy-leaders-demand-removable-replaceable-and-repairable-batteries/
https://repair.eu/news/non-replaceable-batteries-are-bad-news-for-the-environment-and-consumers/
https://repair.eu/news/non-replaceable-batteries-are-bad-news-for-the-environment-and-consumers/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/te-amnesty-and-39-other-ngos-warn-against-delays-to-sustainable-battery-rules/
https://eeb.org/ngos-warn-against-delays-to-eu-battery-rules/
https://www.etuc.org/en/publication/european-social-partners-project-circular-economy-and-world-work-0
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/eu-plans-digital-product-passport-to-boost-circular-economy/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/12/aluminium-emissions-recycling-circular-economy/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/23/13456/htm
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/new-book-circular-design-for-fashion
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/12/01/will-green-labels-for-fast-fashion-miss-the-point/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6605
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-gig-workers-couriers-employees-criteria-rules/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/eu-seeks-to-clarify-status-of-delivery-app-workers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/5-things-about-eu-gig-economy-plan/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/eu-launches-bid-to-regulate-gig-economy/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698839
https://www.move-eu.eu/news/move-eu-fully-supports-the-eus-goal-of-improving-conditions-for-platform-workers
https://www.solidar.org/en/publications/working-for-nothing-in-the-platform-economy-thematic-publication
https://fsr.eui.eu/the-role-of-mobility-as-a-service-as-regulatory-tool-for-implementing-sustainable-urban-mobility-multiple-foresight-methods-approach/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/in-tests-cars-powered-by-e-petrol-pollute-the-air-as-much-as-petrol/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/e-fuel-powered-cars-emit-as-much-pollutants-as-fossil-fuels-study-finds/
https://fsr.eui.eu/publications/?handle=1814/73266
https://www.cer.be/media/press-releases/towards-making-transport-fit-55
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/12/green-chemistry-manufacturing-climate-change/
https://www.bruegel.org/2021/12/the-global-gateway-a-real-step-towards-a-stronger-europe-in-the-world/
https://eurocities.eu/latest/a-fair-green-and-digital-transformation-now/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/europes-urban-population-remains-at
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/08/microplastics-damage-human-cells-study-plastic
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6568
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/2021/12/09/the-social-economy-action-plan-is-out-a-new-chapter-begins/
https://evpa.eu.com/news/2021/new-eu-social-economy-action-plan-is-a-key-enabler-of-lasting-societal-impact
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/it/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698825
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/06/council-agrees-on-mandate-for-negotiations-on-a-eu-framework-on-adequate-minimum-wages/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-council-agrees-negotiating-position-on-minimum-wage-directive/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/07/council-reaches-agreement-on-updated-rules-for-vat-rates/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6608
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/vat-reform-eu-paves-way-for-cheaper-internet-bicycles-solar-panels/


 Many NGOs are concerned about the delay of the Sustainable Corporate Governance 
proposal. (ECNL, ETUC, Amnesty International, CIDSE, ECCJ) 

 According to ClientEarth, the 'Big Four' audit firms are failing to meet audit standards and 
their core legal obligations by not taking climate risks into account. 

 The ECB has said that EU tax rules should be adjusted to support more investment in the 
green transition. 

 An article on green bonds. 

 The EESC calls for more ambition from the Commission on sustainable finance. 

 EIOPA will give more attention to sustainable finance. 

 Mariana Mazzucato on financing the Green Deal. 

 The first two chapters of the sustainable taxonomy - the so-called "first delegated act" - 
were approved on 9 December. WWF, Transport & Environment, Julian Popov, Reuters, 
Euractiv, Euractiv, PRI, ECOS, Climate Bonds, ESG Today, Reuters, Eurosif, IEEP. 

 An article about the taxonomy. 

 Why transit risks should be taken into account in climate mitigation scenarios. (PRI) 

 More investors are positive about 'divestment' after COP26, research shows. 

 The COP15 biodiversity conference may be postponed again. (Reuters) 

 IUCN on post-2020 biodiversity framework. 

 BirdLife's ten-point plan for restoring nature. 

 Tropical forests can recover surprisingly quickly, new study finds. (The Guardian) 

 The EU wants three billion extra trees by 2030 and launched 'MapMyTree'. 

 How can the EU's seas be protected and restored? A report by BirdLife. 

 Researchers warn that deep-sea mining could drive hundreds of species to extinction. (The 
Guardian) 

 IEEP on the challenges facing the Common Agricultural Policy. 

 The President of the European Farmers' Organisation on the Common Agricultural Policy. 
(Euractiv) 

 Rules on the duration and conditions of animal transport must be tightened according to a 
European Parliament committee. (Euractiv) 

 SDSN publishes a study on international spillovers in EU food supply chains. 

 The EEA published a new indicator for pesticides in European waters. 

 An FAO report on the use of plastics in agriculture. (The Guardian) 

 What skills do agricultural professionals need in the transition to sustainable agriculture? An 
article. 

 The WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) is postponed. (E3G) 
 

Activities 

 13/12 | Online | Digital food transition in Europe 

 13-17/12 | Online | Just Transition Forum 2021: Energy and Jobs to Power the Future 

 14/12 | Webinar | Planetary Health: How do we want to shape our future? 

 14/12 | Webinar | A Just Transition to a Circular Economy—Employment Trends and Visions 
for the Future 

 15/12 | Online | Launch of the new EU biodiversity governance 

 15/12 | Online | Energy sufficiency: how to shape sustainable behaviours 

 16/12 | Online | Delivering on the European Green Deal: What’s in the winter package for 
energy? 

 16/12 | Online | The European Citizens’ Panels and the future of democracy in the EU 

 16-17/12 | Online | Measuring the effectiveness of environmental law through legal 
indicators 

https://ecnl.org/news/its-time-show-leadership-sustainable-corporate-governance-initiative
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/joint-open-letter-president-von-der-leyen-it-time-you-show-leadership-sustainable
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/open-letter-to-president-von-der-leyen-it-is-time-for-you-to-show-leadership-on-the-sustainable-corporate-governance-initiative/
https://www.cidse.org/2021/12/08/open-letter-to-ec-president-von-der-leyen/
https://www.cidse.org/2021/12/08/open-letter-to-ec-president-von-der-leyen/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/big-four-auditors-risk-legal-challenge-on-climate-failings-clientearth/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2021/12/08/eu-fiscal-rules-green-investment-ecb/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj4_9Gb89P0AhXDOuwKHZjmCJs4FBAWegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdpi.com%2F1911-8074%2F14%2F12%2F589%2Fpdf&usg=AOvVaw1oYqOuJYHckMsIDPTNzmBx
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/fr/news-media/press-releases/eesc-asks-european-commission-be-more-ambitious-efforts-steer-eu-economy-and-finance-toward-sustainability
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/news/sustainable-finance-roundtable-eiopa-announces-its-sustainable-finance-activities-coming_en
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-021-00828-x
https://www.wwf.eu/?uNewsID=5424966
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/historic-eu-finance-rules-for-evs-undermined-by-support-for-gas/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/natural-gas-is-not-a-transitional-fuel-so-lets-stop-saying-it-is/
https://www.reuters.com/article/eu-regulation-finance-idUKKBN2IM1TS
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-passes-first-chunk-of-green-investment-rules-gas-and-nuclear-still-to-come/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/gas-and-nuclear-fate-of-eu-green-taxonomy-now-in-the-hands-of-von-der-leyen/
https://www.unpri.org/policy-reports/eu-taxonomy-pri-welcomes-adoption-of-first-climate-delegated-act/9153.article
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/eu-sets-technology-neutral-threshold-for-sustainable-energy-production-in-line-with-science-but-gas-threat-remains/
https://www.climatebonds.net/resources/press-releases/2021/12/climate-bonds-initiative-welcomes-adoption-eu-taxonomy-regulation
https://www.esgtoday.com/eu-council-clears-eu-taxonomy-rules-for-climate-for-implementation-in-january-2022/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/eu-passes-first-chunk-green-investment-rules-contentious-sectors-still-come-2021-12-09/
https://www.eurosif.org/news/eurosif-welcomes-the-implementation-of-the-eu-taxonomy-rules-as-of-1st-january-2022-providing-much-needed-clarity-to-companies-and-investors/
https://ieep.eu/news/eu-taxonomy-on-sustainable-finance-becomes-law
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20430795.2021.2006129
https://www.unpri.org/pri-blog/why-climate-mitigation-scenarios-should-factor-in-transition-risk/9137.article
https://www.corporatesecretary.com/articles/esg/32820/more-investors-view-divestment-favorably-post-cop26-survey-finds
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-climate-nature-politics/omicron-variant-threatens-un-talks-to-seal-global-nature-deal-idUSKBN2IP02V
https://www.iucn.org/es/node/35104
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2021/12/06/a-10-point-plan-for-the-restoration-revolution/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/09/tropical-forests-can-regenerate-in-just-20-years-without-human-interference
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/mapmytree-new-data-tool-to
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2021/12/08/protect-restore-eu-seas-mpa-biodiversity-strategy/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/09/mining-may-push-hundreds-of-deep-sea-mollusc-species-to-extinction
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/09/mining-may-push-hundreds-of-deep-sea-mollusc-species-to-extinction
https://ieep.eu/news/cap-the-real-test-is-about-to-come
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/interview/copa-copega-chief-farmers-need-to-know-changes-to-cap-rules-by-spring/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-lawmakers-call-for-tougher-rules-on-live-animal-transport/
https://www.unsdsn.org/post-title48e1a90f
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/new-indicator-on-pesticides-in
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/plastics-in-agrifood-systems-the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly/en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/07/disastrous-plastic-use-in-farming-threatens-food-safety-un
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/24/13556/htm
https://www.e3g.org/news/wto-mc12-postponed/
https://calendar.boell.de/en/event/digital-food-transition-europe?dimension1=division_oen
https://www.irena.org/events/2021/Dec/Energy-and-Jobs-to-Power-the-Future
https://www.wbgu.de/de/veranstaltungen/veranstaltung/2021-12-14-ip-webinar
https://www.iisd.org/events/just-transition-circular-economy-webinar
https://www.iisd.org/events/just-transition-circular-economy-webinar
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/event/launch-new-eu-biodiversity-governance_en
https://energy-cities.eu/event/energy-sufficiency-how-to-shape-sustainable-behaviours/
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/Delivering-on-the-European-Green-Deal~449e68
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/Delivering-on-the-European-Green-Deal~449e68
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/The-European-Citizens-Panels-and-the-future~44a638
https://www.iucn.org/ru/node/35265
https://www.iucn.org/ru/node/35265


 02/02 | Online | Due diligence and responsible sourcing: Can a common approach for all 
sectors work? 
18/02 | Webinar | The Future Europe Wants: A Green and Digital, Job-Based and Inclusive 
Recovery 
 

Commission documents 

 14/12 | Energy and climate | - Reducing methane emissions in the energy sector / - Revision 
of the third energy package for gas / - Revision of the energy performance of Buildings 
Directive / - Commission communication - Restoring sustainable carbon cycles / - Council 
Recommendation to address the social and labour aspects of the climate transition | 
Efficient and green mobility package | - Revision of the Regulation on the trans-European 
transport network, including the alignment of rail freight corridors / - Revision of the 
Directive on Intelligent Transport Systems / - New EU urban mobility framework / - Action 
plan to boost long-distance and cross-border passenger rail | Improving environmental 
protection through criminal law 

 22/12 | Own resources package | Proposal on implementation of the OECD global 
agreement on minimum effective taxation  

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  

 

ARCHIVE BRIEFING European Green Deal 

https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/due-diligence-and-responsible-sourcing-can-a-common-approach-for-all-sectors-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/due-diligence-and-responsible-sourcing-can-a-common-approach-for-all-sectors-work
https://www.unsdsn.org/webinar-the-future-europe-wants-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery
https://www.unsdsn.org/webinar-the-future-europe-wants-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/en/briefing-european-green-deal-en

