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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2022. 

 

Current affairs 

 What can we expect from the French Presidency? (Euractiv) 

 A briefing on the priority dossiers of the French Presidency. 

 What is on the European Parliament's agenda this year? 

 Almost every country on earth could experience extremely hot years every other year by 
2030, new research shows. (Euractiv) 

 Action on climate change: 6 trends to watch out for in 2022. (Thomson Reuters Foundation) 

 Proceeds from the planned CBAM should be used to help the poorest countries decarbonise 
their polluting industries, argues an MEP. (Climate Home News)  

 An article on the long-term impact assessment for solar and wind energy. 

 What will happen to energy prices in 2022? (The Conversation) 

 An article on research trends in climate change and the circular economy. 

 An article about the business potential and user acceptance of the circular economy. 

 Can packaging become climate neutral? (Euractiv) 

 An article about a circular economy for more sustainable clothing consumption. 

 The Commission wants to amend the ETS rules for aviation. Transport & Environment 
responds. 

 Brussels is being pressured to help reduce "ghost flights" in Europe. (EuroNews) 

 Three ways to make better use of the European Union's CO2 regulation for heavy duty 
vehicles. (ICCT) 

 An article on sustainable software. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2022-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-council-presidency/news/2022-high-expectations-for-macron-from-both-brussels-and-paris/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/nl/document/EPRS_BRI%282022%29698865
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20211207STO18906/coming-up-in-2022-digital-issues-green-transition-health
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/most-countries-may-see-annual-heat-extremes-every-second-year-study/
https://news.trust.org/item/20220105124239-61z30/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2022/01/06/eu-lawmaker-calls-carbon-border-tax-revenues-boost-climate-finance/
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/15/1/302/htm
https://theconversation.com/energy-prices-are-unlikely-to-fall-in-2022-or-beyond-not-until-major-importers-get-serious-about-green-transition-174437
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/1/521/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/2/609/htm
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/can-packaging-become-climate-neutral/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/2/618/htm
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/would-airlines-benefit-from-evading-eu-climate-measures/
https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/06/pressure-mounts-on-brussels-to-help-reduce-ghost-flights-in-europe
https://theicct.org/blog/staff/three-ways-to-leverage-hdv-co2-hdv-reg-jan22
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/1/551/htm


 Social policy becomes key to EU's green transition. (Sharan Burrow and Luca Visentini) 

 A report by Bruegel on the transition to a green economy and the Green Deal from a macro 
perspective. 

 The Commission has a proposal for the place of gas and nuclear in the taxonomy. The 
consultation with Member States is now starting. (Commission, Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, 
Reuters, WWF, Politico, Euractiv, The Guardian, Transport & Environment, CAN Europe, E3G, 
Reuters, PV Magazine, BEUC, ESG Today, Reuters, EuroNews, Euractiv, PV Magazine, Club of 
Rome, Bellona, S&P Global) 

 An article on the past, present and future of sustainable finance. 

 Biodiversity: five big questions for 2022. (BirdLife) 

 Urban green roofs promote urban biodiversity. An article. 

 What impact does the Common Agricultural Policy have on biodiversity, soil and water? A 
report from the Commission. 

 What will happen in 2022 in terms of agriculture? (Euractiv) 

 Nine member states have not yet completed their strategic plan under the Common 
Agricultural Policy. (Euractiv) 

 What is the state of play of the EU-AU summit in February? (Euractiv) 
 
 

Activities 

 10/01 | Online | France’s priorities for the Presidency of the Council of the European Union 

 12/01 | Online | SEI Currents 2022 

 12/01 | Online | Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage (CCUS): still waiting for Godot? 

 13/01 | Online | Delivering the European Green Deal: creating a climate of co-operation 
after COP26 

 17/01 | Webinar | Webinar on the electrification of mobility 

 19-21/01 | Online | Circular Economy for a Climate-neutral Europe 

 24-28/01 | Online | Right to Energy Forum 2022 

 25/01 | Webinar | Duurzaam wonen – welke verbeteringen beoogt de Commissie rond 
energie- en materialenprestaties van gebouwen? 

 25/01 | Online | Skills – the currency of the future. How is the EU accelerating upskilling and 
reskilling? 

 27/01 | Online | Just Transition Governance and Financing across EU Member States 

 27/01 | Online | Farm to Fork Strategy – What are the policy instruments needed to reach 
the targets? 

 02/02 | Online | Due diligence and responsible sourcing: Can a common approach for all 
sectors work? 

 03/02 | Online | EU Methane Regulation: How can policymakers raise ambition? 

 09/02 | Online | Green steel: CBAM and ETS - do their current designs aid EU climate 
ambitions? 

 10/02 | Webinar | Co-Building an Inclusive Green Deal 

 18/02 | Webinar | The Future Europe Wants: A Green and Digital, Job-Based and Inclusive 
Recovery  

 19/02 | Hybrid | European Green Deal and Farm to Fork strategy: how innovation can 
support the transition towards global sustainable food systems 

 22-23/02 | Online | NextGenerationEU – Europe’s Recovery Plan One Year On 

 01-02/03 | ? | 2022 Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference 

 17-18/03 | Hybrid | Annual Conference on European Environmental Law 2022 

https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/05/social-policy-will-be-key-to-eu-s-green-transition-view
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/01/sustainability-transition-and-the-european-green-deal-a-macro-dynamic-perspective/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/leak-eu-drafts-plan-to-label-gas-and-nuclear-investments-as-green/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-nuclear-energy-gas-green-climate-technology/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/austria-threatens-to-sue-commission-over-eu-taxonomy-rules/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/germany-welcomes-eu-green-energy-plan-gas-still-opposes-nuclear-2022-01-02/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?uNewsID=5576966
https://www.politico.eu/article/germany-reject-eu-nuclear-energy-dangerous/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/green-finance-row-splits-berlin/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/03/fury-eu-moves-ahead-plans-label-gas-nuclear-green
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-set-to-kill-off-its-own-sustainable-finance-rules-by-greenwashing-gas/
https://caneurope.org/the-eu-cant-afford-labelling-fossil-gas-and-nuclear-as-green/
https://www.e3g.org/news/eu-commission-plans-to-label-fossil-gas-and-nuclear-energy-as-green-e3g-reacts/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/german-govt-unanimous-assessment-eu-energy-taxonomy-spokesperson-2022-01-03/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2022/01/03/eu-to-gut-the-principle-of-sustainable-taxonomy-with-inclusion-of-nuclear-and-gas/
https://www.beuc.eu/publications/eu%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98green-finance%E2%80%99-plans-amount-unacceptable-institutional-greenwashing/html
https://www.esgtoday.com/european-commission-proposes-including-nuclear-and-gas-as-green-investment-areas-under-eu-taxonomy/
https://www.reuters.com/article/eu-regulations-financing-idAFL8N2TJ1WJ
https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/04/how-a-technical-rulebook-unleashed-a-political-storm-over-eu-green-energy
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/european-greens-considering-suing-commission-over-taxonomy-rules/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/press-releases/gsc-rejects-labelling-nuclear-and-gas-as-green-calls-on-eu-to-concentrate-on-solar-energy-and-other-truly-green-sources/
https://www.clubofrome.org/impact-hubs/rethinking-finance/eu-taxonomy-reaction/
https://www.clubofrome.org/impact-hubs/rethinking-finance/eu-taxonomy-reaction/
https://bellona.org/news/renewable-energy/2022-01-leaked-taxonomy-proposal-fossil-gas-sustainable-label-relies-on-promises-in-bad-faith-still-risks-wasting-all-our-renewable-energy
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/it-s-about-trust-eu-green-taxonomy-scrutinized-over-inclusion-of-nuclear-gas-68279835
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10479-021-04410-8
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2022/01/05/2022-eu-policy-restoration-biodiversity/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360132321008544
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cmef/sustainability/impact-cap-biodiversity-soil-and-water-natural-resources_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/2022-cap-farm-to-fork-and-other-gifts-that-keep-on-giving/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/nine-member-states-including-germany-missed-first-cap-deadline/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/africa/news/2022-covid-and-vaccine-access-cast-a-shadow-over-eu-africa-partnership-plan/
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/Frances-priorities-for-the-Presidency-of-the-Coun~44e4b8
https://www.sei.org/events/sei-currents-2022/
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=545222
https://ecfr.eu/event/geopolitics-of-climate/
https://ecfr.eu/event/geopolitics-of-climate/
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/en/externe/1701-webinar-electrification-mobility
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=602d0b30d72d9bf5ed30817797c692cd39bb2e4100843885185600&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=131132
https://righttoenergy.org/forum-2022/
https://www.vleva.eu/nl/energie-en-klimaat/events/duurzaam-wonen-%E2%80%93-welke-verbeteringen-beoogt-de-commissie-rond-energie--en-materialenprestaties-van-gebouwen
https://www.vleva.eu/nl/energie-en-klimaat/events/duurzaam-wonen-%E2%80%93-welke-verbeteringen-beoogt-de-commissie-rond-energie--en-materialenprestaties-van-gebouwen
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/skills-the-currency-of-the-future-how-is-the-eu-accelerating-upskilling-and-reskilling
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/skills-the-currency-of-the-future-how-is-the-eu-accelerating-upskilling-and-reskilling
https://ercst.org/event/just-transition-governance-and-financing-across-eu-member-states/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/farm-to-fork-strategy-what-are-the-policy-instruments-needed-to-reach-the-targets
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/farm-to-fork-strategy-what-are-the-policy-instruments-needed-to-reach-the-targets
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/due-diligence-and-responsible-sourcing-can-a-common-approach-for-all-sectors-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/due-diligence-and-responsible-sourcing-can-a-common-approach-for-all-sectors-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-methane-regulation-how-can-policymakers-raise-ambition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/green-steel-cbam-and-ets-do-their-current-designs-aid-eu-climate-ambitions
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/green-steel-cbam-and-ets-do-their-current-designs-aid-eu-climate-ambitions
https://www.csreurope.org/calendar/webinar-co-building-an-inclusive-green-deal
https://www.unsdsn.org/webinar-the-future-europe-wants-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery
https://www.unsdsn.org/webinar-the-future-europe-wants-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/european-green-deal-and-farm-fork-strategy-how-innovation-can-support-transition-towards-global-sustainable-food-systems-2022-feb-19_de
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/european-green-deal-and-farm-fork-strategy-how-innovation-can-support-transition-towards-global-sustainable-food-systems-2022-feb-19_de
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=315e0a667a302def046bf25b955a8356d6c4d55a00844441357425&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=131188
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-events/all-news/save-date-2022-circular-economy-stakeholder-conference
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=315e0a667a302def046bf25b955a8356d6c4d55a00844441357425&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=131112


12/04 | Webinar | Ensuring the non-toxicity of products and packaging: a prerequisite to 
achieve a circular economy and protect our health 
 

Commission documents 

 02/02 | Standardisation strategy 

 15/02 | Just and sustainable economy package: - Communication on decent work worldwide 
/ - Sustainable corporate governance (tbc) 

 23/02 | Data act 

 23/03 | Nature protection package: - Sustainable use of pesticides – revision of the EU rules 
/ - Protecting biodiversity: nature restoration targets 

 30/03 | Circular economy package I: - Sustainable products policy initiative, including a 
revision of the Ecodesign Directive / - Review of the Construction Product Regulation / - 
Proposal for a Regulation on substantiating environmental claims using the Product/ 
Organisation Environmental Footprint methods (green claims) / - Strategy on sustainable 
textiles / - Empowering consumers for the green transition 

 05/04 | Emissions and pollutants package: - Revision of the Industrial Emissions Directive 
and update of the European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) / - Review of 
EU rules on fluorinated greenhouse gases / - Regulation on substances that deplete the 
ozone layer / - Development of post-Euro 6/VI emission standards for cars, vans, lorries and 
buses 

 27/04 | New strategy on international energy engagement 

 25/05 | European Semester Spring Package  

 07/06 | Joint Communication on international ocean governance 

 15/06 | 2022 Strategic Foresight Report 

 05/07 | New design requirements and consumer rights for electronics 

 20/07 | Circular Economy Package II: - Policy framework for bio-based, biodegradable and 
compostable plastics / - Review of the Packaging and packaging waste directive to reinforce 
the essential requirements for packaging and establish EU level packaging waste prevention 
measures and targets / - Review of the Urban Wastewater Treatment directive 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://zerowastecities.eu/webinar/ensuring-the-non-toxicity-of-products-and-packaging/
https://zerowastecities.eu/webinar/ensuring-the-non-toxicity-of-products-and-packaging/
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/en/briefing-european-green-deal-en

