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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2022. 

 

Current affairs 

 EU parliamentary groups unite behind 14.5% energy savings target for 2030 (Euractiv, 
Climate Home News) 

 EU lawmakers sign up to 45% renewable energy target in response to war in Ukraine. 
(Euractiv, EP, EUASE, Transport & Environment) 

 LEAK: EU drafts plan to reduce gas consumption ahead of uncertain winter. (Euractiv) 

 Towards carbon neutrality through an ambitious transformation of the EU energy system. A 
briefing. 

 Between crises and decarbonisation: adapting EU climate and energy policies to the new 
"state of the world". A report. (EUI) 

 META and IEEP on the French and Czech presidencies. 

 Fact check: No, global warming has not 'paused' in the last eight years. (CarbonBrief) 

 COP27 summit should focus on how world will adapt to climate change, says UN envoy. (The 
Guardian)  

 Revision of the Effort Sharing Regulation for the period 2021-2030: "Fit for 55" package. A 
briefing. 

 CBAM: implications for climate and competitiveness. A briefing. 

 EU business community shows "sympathy" for moratorium on green laws. (Euractiv) 

 Ukraine pledges green commitments at EU meeting in Prague. (Euractiv) 

 Renewable energy remains cost-competitive during fossil fuel crisis. A new report from 
IRENA. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2022-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-parliament-groups-unite-behind-14-5-energy-savings-goal-for-2030/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2022/07/12/eu-lawmakers-back-stronger-energy-efficiency-target-in-response-to-russian-war/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-lawmakers-sign-up-to-45-renewables-target-in-response-to-ukraine-war/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220711IPR35006/meps-back-boost-for-renewables-use-and-energy-savings
https://euase.net/titleeed-recast-parliaments-itre-committee-outlines-its-visions-to-revise-the-directive/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/what-next-for-the-renewable-energy-directive/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/leak-eu-drafts-plan-to-reduce-gas-consumption-ahead-of-uncertain-winter/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)730346
https://fsr.eui.eu/publications/?handle=1814/74737
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?7106941/EU-to-finally-require-businesses-transparency-on-their-harmful-environmental-impacts
https://ieep.eu/news/will-the-czech-presidency-speed-up-or-slow-down-the-implementation-of-the-european-green-deal
https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-no-global-warming-has-not-paused-over-the-past-eight-years/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/jul/13/cop27-summit-must-focus-on-how-world-will-adapt-to-climate-change-says-un-envoy
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/jul/13/cop27-summit-must-focus-on-how-world-will-adapt-to-climate-change-says-un-envoy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698812
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698889
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-business-group-voices-sympathy-for-moratorium-on-green-laws/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/ukraine-pledges-green-commitments-during-eu-meeting-in-prague/
https://www.irena.org/newsroom/pressreleases/2022/Jul/Renewable-Power-Remains-Cost-Competitive-amid-Fossil-Fuel-Crisis


 The colour of democracy is green: Why a clean energy transition is also vital to safeguarding 
freedom. (WEF) 

 Over the rainbow: The role of hydrogen in a clean energy system, explained. (Climate Home 
News) 

 With its eyes closed, EU industry faces a reckoning on energy efficiency. (Euractiv) 

 Report: Increased emissions from coal return 'negligible'. (Euractiv, Beyond Coal) 

 EPSU on the Energy Charter Treaty. 

 Berlin unveils emergency plan to meet climate targets in building sector. (Euractiv) 

 What is a "just transition" and what should be the main priorities for Europe to ensure that 
this transition takes place? (BPIE) 

 Building a just transition policy out of fossil fuel misery (Eloi Laurent) 

 New publication: "Circular buildings: building a sustainable future.” 

 How a digital product passport can strengthen the European circular economy. (CLG) 

 A common charger for electronic devices: Review of the Radio Equipment Directive. A 
briefing. 

 Bellona on the Sustainable Products Initiative. 

 EU lawmakers vote to blacklist soy biodiesel over sustainability concerns. (Euractiv) 

 The rise of electric cars is shifting the use of biofuels to other transport sectors. (Euractiv) 

 An EU deadline is needed for polluting buses. (James Nix) 

 Aviation's contribution to EU climate action: Review of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme in 
aviation. A briefing. 

 EU institutions agree on governance framework for digital transition. (Euractiv) 

 EU needs 10 years to stop dangerous use of chemicals. A new study. (EEB) 

 UN General Assembly should support the right to a healthy environment. (Inger Andersen) 

 The EU must be the driving force behind the SDGs. (Jessica Polfjärd and Tomas Tobé) 

 The impact of COVID-19 on the environmental impact of our lifestyles and on environmental 
concerns. An article. 

 EU finally demands transparency from companies on their harmful environmental impacts. 
(WWF) 

 Four steps to make economic development sustainable, resilient and inclusive. (LSE) 

 How investors can promote decent work. (PRI) 

 How to mobilise finance for a just transition and net-zero. (Nick Robins) 

 Realising the full potential of sustainable finance: The role of national, European and 
international initiatives. (EPC) 

 Integrating climate change into private markets: A guide for investors. (PRI) 

 Banks are not prepared for climate risks, stress test shows. (Euractiv, Julia Symon) 

 What is "Phase Down Finance" and why it is better than disinvestment to achieve a low-
carbon economy. (WEF) 

 Call for feedback on the Platform for Sustainable Finance's draft report on minimum 
guarantees. (Commission) 

 Finance must tackle the growing water crisis. Here's how. (WEF) 

 Humans must value both nature and profit to survive, says UN report. (IPBES, The Guardian) 

 Urgent action needed for nature to save sustainable development goals: UN report. (UNEP) 

 Nature-based solutions: How can they work for climate, biodiversity and people? 
(CarbonBrief) 

 Climate change: new rules for companies to stop EU-driven global deforestation (EP, WWF) 

 Enforcement of EU law: The protection of forests and biodiversity, from complaint to court. 
(Fern) 

 Indigenous peoples' message gets through to those in power in the EU. (Nicole Polsterer) 

 Campaign groups warn of "great uncertainties" in the reform of agri-statistics. (Euractiv) 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/07/colour-of-democracy-clean-energy-transition/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/07/13/over-the-rainbow-the-role-of-hydrogen-in-a-clean-energy-system-explained/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/07/13/over-the-rainbow-the-role-of-hydrogen-in-a-clean-energy-system-explained/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eyes-wide-shut-eu-industry-must-face-energy-efficiency-reckoning/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/report-increase-in-emissions-from-coal-comeback-will-be-negligible/
https://beyond-coal.eu/2022/07/14/no-europe-is-not-going-back-to-coal/
https://www.epsu.org/article/energy-charter-treaty-reform-it-s-time-rewrite-rules
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/berlin-unveils-emergency-plan-to-meet-building-sectors-climate-goals/
https://www.bpie.eu/climateconversations4/
https://socialeurope.eu/building-just-transition-policies-out-of-fossil-misery
https://hollandcircularhotspot.nl/news/new-publication-circular-buildings-constructing-a-sustainable-future/
https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/news/blog-how-digital-product-passport-can-enhance-european-circular-economy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698819
https://bellona.org/publication/spi-position-paper
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biofuels/news/eu-lawmakers-vote-to-blacklist-soy-biodiesel-over-sustainability-concerns/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biofuels/news/rise-of-electric-cars-to-shift-biofuels-use-to-other-transport-areas/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electric-cars/opinion/an-eu-deadline-is-needed-for-polluting-buses/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698882
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/eu-institutions-agree-on-governance-framework-for-the-digital-transition/
https://eeb.org/need-for-speed-on-chemical-protections-in-europe/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/opinion/un-general-assembly-must-back-right-healthy-environment
https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/opinion/the-eu-needs-to-be-the-driving-force-for-the-sdgs/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/14/8437/htm
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?7106941/EU-to-finally-require-businesses-transparency-on-their-harmful-environmental-impacts
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/four-crucial-elements-to-drive-a-new-economic-growth-model/
https://www.unpri.org/human-rights/how-investors-can-advance-decent-work/10190.article
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/how-to-mobilise-finance-for-a-just-transition-and-net-zero/
https://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Achieving-the-full-potential-of-sustainable-finance-The-role-of-natio~49da40
https://www.unpri.org/climate-change-for-private-markets/incorporating-climate-change-in-private-markets-an-investor-resource-guide/10177.article
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/banks-are-unprepared-for-climate-risks-stress-test-shows/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/what-regulators-should-take-away-from-the-ecb-climate-stress-test/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/07/why-phase-down-finance-is-more-effective-than-divestment-on-the-road-to-decarbonization/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/220711-sustainable-finance-platform-report-minimum-safeguards_en
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/07/finance-water-crisis/
https://ipbes.net/media_release/Values_Assessment_Published
file:///C:/Users/JanMertensFRDO-CFDD/CFDD%20Dropbox/CFDD/publicaties/European%20Green%20Deal%20Briefing/Briefings/De%20mens%20moet%20zowel%20de%20natuur%20als%20winst%20waarderen%20om%20te%20overleven,%20aldus%20VN-rapport
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/urgent-nature-action-needed-salvage-sustainable-development-goals-un-report
https://www.carbonbrief.org/nature-based-solutions-how-can-they-work-for-climate-biodiversity-and-people/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220711IPR35009/climate-change-new-rules-for-companies-to-stop-eu-driven-deforestation-globally
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?7077966/More-nature-more-products-more-checks
https://www.fern.org/publications-insight/enforcing-eu-law-defending-forests-and-biodiversity-from-complaint-to-court-2546/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/indigenous-peoples-message-gets-through-in-eu-corridors-of-power/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/campaign-groups-warn-of-major-uncertainties-in-agri-stats-reform/


 Understanding loss and damage: Addressing the inevitable consequences of climate change. 
A briefing. 

 Climate adaptation bill for African countries dwarfs health spending. (The Guardian) 

 A just transition: How can we fairly allocate climate responsibility? (Club of Rome) 
 

Activities 

 2022-09-07 | Webinar | Digitally enabled renewable energy communities: The role of 
citizens in the clean energy transition 

 2022-09-12 | Webinar | The potential of European Standards to support the European 
strategy towards a Green and Sustainable Environment 

 2022-09-14 – 2022-09-15 | EEAC Annual Conference 

 2022-09-16 | Hybrid | The State of the European Green Deal: Quo vadis EGD? 

 2022-09-26 – 2022-09-30 | Hybrid | European Sustainable Energy Week 

 2022-09-29 | Hybrid | Green bonds – State of play. What is in it for transition? 

 2022-10-10 – 2022-10-12 | The European SDG Summit 

 2022-10-11 – 2022-10-13 | SBE22Delft Conference: Preparing for the European Renovation 
Wave 

 2022-10-26 | Hybrid | The matrix: sustainable reporting requirements 

 2022-10-27 | Making sense of transitions in an age of crises: A new social contract for a new 
era 

 2022-11-09 – 2022-11-10 | Hybrid | Transport Innovation Summit 2022 

 2022-11-29 – 2022-12-02 | Sustainable Future Summit 

 2022-11-30 | Welke competenties voor een winnend team? Kansen voor jongeren | Quelles 
compétences pour une équipe gagnante ? Opportunités pour les jeunes 

 2022-12-13 – 2022-12-14 | Annual High Level Expert Forum for Sustainable Finance (HLEF) 
 

Commission documents 

 2022-07-20 | Energy - winter preparedness 

 2022-09-13 | Forced labour products ban 

 2022-09-28 | Adapting liability rules - Artificial intelligence liability directive / - Revision of 
the product liability directive | Social pillar implementation - Strengthening social dialogue in 
the European Union (tbc) / - Recommendation on minimum income / - Protection of workers 
from the risks related to exposure to asbestos at work 

 2022-10-12 | Development of post-Euro 6/VI emission standards for cars, vans, lorries and 
buses 

 2022-10-18 | 2023 Commission Work Programme 

 2022-10-26 | Zero pollution package - Integrated water management – revised lists of 
surface and groundwater pollutants / - Revision of EU ambient air quality legislation / - 
Review of the urban wastewater treatment directive / - Revision of the classification, 
labelling and packaging of chemicals regulation 

 2022-11-22 | European Semester autumn package 

 2022-11-30 | Circular economy package II - Proposal for a Regulation on substantiating 
environmental claims using the product/ organisation environmental footprint methods 
(green claims) / - Policy framework for bio-based, biodegradable and compostable plastics / 
- Review of the Packaging and packaging waste Directive to reinforce the essential 
requirements for packaging and establish EU level packaging waste prevention measures 
and targets / - Measures to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment / - 
Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting repair and reuse (the right to repair) | 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733598
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jul/13/climate-adaptation-bill-african-countries-dwarf-health-spending
https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/earth4all-ghosh/
https://www.eera-set.eu/events/3316:digitally-enabled-renewable-energy-communities-the-role-of-citizens-in-the-clean-energy-transition.html
https://www.eera-set.eu/events/3316:digitally-enabled-renewable-energy-communities-the-role-of-citizens-in-the-clean-energy-transition.html
https://www.cencenelec.eu/news-and-events/events/2022/2022-09-12-webinar-the-potential-european-standards-to-support-european-strategy-towards-a-green-sustainable-environment/
https://www.cencenelec.eu/news-and-events/events/2022/2022-09-12-webinar-the-potential-european-standards-to-support-european-strategy-towards-a-green-sustainable-environment/
https://eeac.eu/2022/03/23/save-the-date-eeac-annual-conference-14-15-september-2022/
https://ercst.org/event/the-state-of-the-european-green-deal-an-update-on-key-egd-files/
https://www.eusew.eu/
https://ercst.org/event/green-bonds-state-of-play-what-is-in-it-for-transition/
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sdg-summit-2022
https://www.tudelft.nl/evenementen/2022/urban-energy/sbe22delft-conference-preparing-for-the-european-renovation-wave
https://www.tudelft.nl/evenementen/2022/urban-energy/sbe22delft-conference-preparing-for-the-european-renovation-wave
https://ercst.org/event/the-matrix-sustainable-reporting-requirements/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/making-sense-of-transitions-in-an-age-of-crises-a-new-social-contract-for-a-new-era/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/making-sense-of-transitions-in-an-age-of-crises-a-new-social-contract-for-a-new-era/
https://intelligenttransportconference.com/transport-innovation-summit-2022/
https://www.politico.eu/sustainable-future-summit/
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/nl/externe/3011-forum-jongeren-klimaat-en-arbeidsmarkt-welke-competenties-voor-een-winnend-team-kansen
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/fr/externe/3011-forum-jeunesse-climat-et-marche-du-travail-quelles-competences-pour-une-equipe-gagnante
https://www.frdo-cfdd.be/fr/externe/3011-forum-jeunesse-climat-et-marche-du-travail-quelles-competences-pour-une-equipe-gagnante
https://betterfinance.eu/event/annual-high-level-expert-forum-for-sustainable-finance-hlef/


Climate package - Carbon removal certification / - Review of the CO2 emission standards for 
heavy-duty vehicles 

 

THIS BRIEFING WILL GO ON HOLIDAY FOR A WHILE. WE WILL BE BACK ON FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER. 
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