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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 Analyses on climate COP27: Ebru Özdemir, The Guardian, LSE, Climate Home News, IDDRI. 

 Brussels defends gas price cap proposal after criticism from EU countries. (Euractiv) 

 Methane emissions fall, but accelerated reductions needed to meet EU climate targets. 
(EEA) 

 Towards sustainability in times of multiple crises and uncertainty. (EEA) 

 European Green Deal and society. (E3G) 

 EU carbon market reform 'progressing at snail's pace' ahead of final talks. (Euractiv) 

 EU industries raked in €100bn in free CO2 credits since 2013: study. (WWF, Euractiv, The 
Guardian) 

 EU hydrogen labelling: why it's crucial to make sure 'renewable' is really green. (Matthias 
Buck) 

 EU Commission gives green light to 'unsustainable' hydrogen plan. (Transport & 
Environment)  

 The global energy crisis is leading to a surge in heat pumps, which offer energy security and 
climate benefits. (IEA, Euractiv, CarbonBrief) 

 From 'zero' to 'positive' energy concepts and from buildings to neighbourhoods - a portfolio 
of 51 European success stories. An article. 

 A socially just energy transition is possible - will revised EU legislation on the energy 
performance of buildings help or hinder it? (Housing Europe) 

 Social and climate injustice fuels Europe's energy crisis (META) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/opinion/women-leaders-are-the-key-to-sustainable-climate-solutions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/30/giving-up-on-15c-climate-target-would-be-gift-to-carbon-boosters-says-iea-head
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/why-cop27-will-be-remembered-as-the-loss-and-damage-cop-and-what-to-expect-next/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/11/29/who-should-pay-for-loss-and-damage-spoiler-not-china/
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/cop27-and-loss-and-damage-only-one-side-coin-triumphed-sharm-el
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/brussels-defends-gas-price-cap-proposal-after-criticism-from-eu-countries/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/methane-gas-emissions-on-a
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/moving-towards-sustainability-in-times
https://www.e3g.org/publications/european-green-deal-and-society/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-carbon-market-reform-progressing-at-snails-pace-ahead-of-final-talks/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8275441/ETS-revenues-report-2022
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-industries-raked-in-e100bn-in-free-co2-credits-since-2013-study/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/29/big-polluters-given-almost-100bn-in-free-carbon-permits-by-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/29/big-polluters-given-almost-100bn-in-free-carbon-permits-by-eu
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-hydrogen-labelling-why-its-crucial-to-ensure-that-renewable-is-truly-green/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-hydrogen-labelling-why-its-crucial-to-ensure-that-renewable-is-truly-green/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-commission-greenlights-unsustainable-hydrogen-plan/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-commission-greenlights-unsustainable-hydrogen-plan/
https://www.iea.org/news/the-global-energy-crisis-is-driving-a-surge-in-heat-pumps-bringing-energy-security-and-climate-benefits
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/gas-crisis-driving-heat-pump-boom-in-europe-iea-says/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/heat-pumps-are-the-central-technology-for-low-carbon-heating-concludes-iea/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/23/15812
https://www.housingeurope.eu/resource-1744/a-socially-just-energy-transition-is-possible---will-the-revised-eu-law-for-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-help-or-hinder-it
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/12/02/social-and-climate-injustice-is-fueling-europes-energy-crisis/


 On 30 November, the Commission proposed a second 'circular economy package'. Of the 
four components announced, three remained: (1) a proposal on packaging waste: Euractiv, 
Euractiv, Commission, Euractiv, Euractiv, The Guardian, EEB, Rethink Plastic, ECOS, Just 
Drinks, (2) a proposal on certification of carbon removal: ECOS, Per-Olof Granström, CIEL, 
Commission, Euractiv, CIEL, Carbon Market Watch, EEB, CAN Europe, WWF, (3) a framework 
for bio-based, biodegradable and compostable plastics: Commission. It was foreseen that 
there would also be proposals on: (3) green claims of products: Margaux Le Gallou. There is 
no news on that yet.   

 Revision of Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste. A briefing. 

 While EU co-legislators are still debating the details of the EU battery regulation, lobbyists 
are already bracing themselves for a tsunami of secondary legislation. (Euractiv) 

 New EU rules will make smartphones and tablets last longer and be easier to repair - but real 
'right to repair' is still a long way off. (ECOS) 

 A just transition to reusable packaging: Necessary conditions, benefits and best practices. 
(Rreuse) 

 Green is the new black (Friday): Why the EU should embrace a circular economy. (Tahmid 
Chowdhury) 

 Circular economy, operational eco-efficiency and sufficiency. An integrated vision. An article. 

 What would a people-centred "social" circular economy look like? An article. 

 Will paying to charge EVs become as easy as filling up petrol cars? (Euractiv) 

 Electric cars are still cheaper than petrol and diesel. (Transport & Environment) 

 Car manufacturers can afford to make cleaner cars with technology that is already available 
and affordable. They choose not to. (Transport & Environment) 

 World first: EU lawmakers agree to price shipping emissions. (Euractiv, Transport & 
Environment) 

 Recommendations for the review of modalities of European CO2 standards for heavy 
vehicles. (ICCT) 

 Time to wake up in sleeper trains. (Transport & Environment) 

 Plastic vs fuel? Experts warn of limits to biomass. (Euractiv) 

 Czech presidency makes new attempt at directive on platform workers. (Euractiv) 

 CAN Europe's position on the Commission's proposal to revise the Industrial Emissions 
Directive.  

 Berlin proclaims (European) 'year of industrial policy'. (Euractiv) 

 Clean Tech Europe, the EU's answer to the Inflation Reduction Act? (Euractiv) 

 Enabling future-oriented work for all: beyond green jobs and (un)just transition. (META) 

 Europe's 2050 mission towards a future-proof economy. (Lydia Korinek and Jakob Hafele) 

 Air pollution linked to nearly a million stillbirths a year. (The Guardian) 

 Europe is ready to deal mercury a final blow, but why the delay? (META) 

 The EU's global health strategy is not ambitious enough on climate change, says an expert. 
(Euractiv) 

 Can new EU directive boost fight against environmental crime? (IEEP) 

 Call for phasing out 'forever chemicals' gains momentum among investors (Euractiv, 
Euronews) 

 Council gives final green light to corporate sustainability reporting directive. (Council, 
EFAMA, WWF, CEPS) 

 In Council, ministers tried to reach agreement on due diligence legislation on 1 December. 
(Euractiv, ECCJ, Flora Rencz and Richard Gardiner, Euractiv, ECCJ, ECCJ, ECCJ, ETUC, META, 
Council, Council, Euractiv, Jill McArdle, Giuseppe Cioffo, Sylvia Obregon, Global Witness) 

 Strengthening EU climate leadership with transition funding. (Jurei Yada and Pietro Cesaro) 

 Sustainable change must happen from within. Here's why investment is needed. (WEF) 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/brussels-set-to-propose-watered-down-eu-packaging-law-after-industry-outcry/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eus-new-packaging-law-risks-sidelining-food-waste-security-stakeholders-warn/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7155
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/brussels-tables-new-reuse-and-recycling-targets-to-slash-packaging-waste/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-packaging-law-proposal-branded-unworkable-by-food-industry/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/30/eu-unveils-plans-to-cut-europes-plastic-and-packaging-waste
https://eeb.org/only-two-files-remaining-in-a-meager-circular-economy-package/
https://rethinkplasticalliance.eu/news/strong-aim-but-more-ambitious-and-timely-action-needed-rethink-plastic-alliance-welcomes-eu-circular-economy-package/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/ecos-reaction-to-eu-circular-economy-package-too-little-too-slow/
https://www.just-drinks.com/news/eu-drinks-packaging-targets-unrealistic-without-more-support-sector-claims/
https://www.just-drinks.com/news/eu-drinks-packaging-targets-unrealistic-without-more-support-sector-claims/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/new-eu-carbon-removal-certification-framework-can-it-stop-greenwashing-in-the-carbon-market/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/europe-must-provide-strong-leadership-on-carbon-removals/
https://www.ciel.org/news/real-zero-europe/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7156
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-commission-wants-farmers-landowners-to-lead-carbon-removal-push/
https://www.ciel.org/news/eu-commission-publishes-co2-removals-proposal-real-zero-europe-reacts/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2022/11/30/eus-new-carbon-removal-framework-in-danger-of-camouflaging-climate-inaction/
https://eeb.org/certifiably-problematic-commissions-plans-for-carbon-removals/
https://caneurope.org/the-commissions-proposal-to-create-a-certification-framework-for-carbon-removals-risks-creating-big-loopholes-in-eu-climate-action/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8313441/proposalcertificationCarbonDioxideremoval
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/communication-eu-policy-framework-biobased-biodegradable-and-compostable-plastics_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/the-eu-could-be-about-to-take-a-giant-step-against-carbon-neutral-greenwashing/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)734698
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/eu-battery-watchers-brace-for-tsunami-of-secondary-legislation/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/new-eu-rules-will-make-smartphones-and-tablets-last-longer-and-easier-to-repair-but-true-right-to-repair-still-far/
https://rreuse.org/a-just-transition-to-reusable-packaging-necessary-conditions-benefits-and-best-practice/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/11/30/green-is-the-new-black-friday-why-the-eu-needs-to-embrace-a-circular-economy-view
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/11/30/green-is-the-new-black-friday-why-the-eu-needs-to-embrace-a-circular-economy-view
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800922003536?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652622050296
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electric-cars/news/payment-reqirements-for-ev-charging-cause-contention/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/electric-cars-are-still-cheaper-to-run-than-petrol-and-diesel-te-did-the-maths/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/return-of-the-big-bad-car-industry-as-auto-lobbyists-water-down-pollution-standards/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/shipping/news/in-world-first-eu-legislators-agree-to-price-shipping-emissions/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-agrees-to-watershed-carbon-market-for-shipping-eyes-now-on-aviation/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-agrees-to-watershed-carbon-market-for-shipping-eyes-now-on-aviation/
https://theicct.org/publication/recs-eu-hdv-co2-standards/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/time-to-wake-up-on-sleeper-trains/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biofuels/news/plastic-vs-fuel-experts-warn-of-biomass-limits/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/sharing-economy/news/czech-presidency-makes-new-attempt-on-platform-workers-directive/
https://caneurope.org/can-europes-position-on-the-commissions-industrial-emissions-directive-revision-proposal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/berlin-proclaims-european-year-of-industrial-policy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/clean-tech-europe-the-eus-answer-to-the-inflation-reduction-act/
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/11/30/enabling-future-fit-work-for-all/
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/11/30/enabling-future-fit-work-for-all/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/29/air-pollution-million-stillbirths-study
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/11/30/europe-ready-to-deal-mercury-final-blow-but-why-the-delay/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/eu-global-health-strategy-lacks-ambition-on-climate-change-says-expert/
https://ieep.eu/publications/can-the-new-eu-directive-boost-the-fight-against-environmental-crime
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/call-to-phase-out-forever-chemicals-gains-investor-momentum/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/01/investors-worth-8-trillion-urge-companies-to-phase-out-toxic-forever-chemicals-found-every
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/11/28/council-gives-final-green-light-to-corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive/
https://www.efama.org/newsroom/news/corporate-sustainability-reporting-legislation-adopted-still-some-years-uncertainty
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8284941/EU-Commissions-advisory-group-publishes-the-first-set-of-sustainability-reporting-standards
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/cost-benefit-analysis-of-the-first-set-of-draft-european-sustainability-reporting-standards/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/majority-of-eu-member-states-agree-on-due-diligence-law-position/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/eu-ministers-guarantee-an-effective-corporate-sustainability-law/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/the-eu-must-not-let-the-finance-sector-off-the-hook-on-sustainability/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/inclusion-of-finance-sector-in-eu-due-diligence-law-on-the-brink/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/75-organisations-call-on-eu-to-ensure-tech-sector-accountability/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/license-to-harm-could-continue-as-ministers-vote-rules-for-business/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/license-to-harm-could-continue-as-ministers-vote-rules-for-business/
https://www.etuc.org/en/pressrelease/etuc-calls-competitiveness-council-send-strong-signal-protect-human-rights
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/11/29/justice-not-profit-must-shape-new-rules-for-business/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/compet/2022/12/01/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/01/council-adopts-position-on-due-diligence-rules-for-large-companies/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-ministers-exclude-finance-from-due-diligence-law-in-victory-for-france/
https://euobserver.com/opinion/156491
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/eu-council-guts-corporate-accountability-law/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/revamping-the-eus-climate-leadership-with-transition-finance/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/12/investing-for-impact-how-to-really-make-change-in-sustainability/


 Agreed: Europe will rely on carbon sinks to boost climate ambition. (Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 EU climate plan sacrifices carbon storage and biodiversity for bioenergy (Nature) 

 Analyses on COP15 for biodiversity: The Guardian, Reuters, WWF, FoEI, UNEP, Greenpeace, 
New Scientist, Nature, The Guardian, ClientEarth, FoEI. 

 Five key decisions at world wildlife summit. (Euractiv) 

 Biodiversity loss and climate extremes - study the feedbacks. (Nature) 

 What will really change in the CAP in 2023? (META) 

 Intensive, low-carbon livestock farming may increase pandemic risk. (CarbonBrief) 

 Revision of chemicals rules alone not enough to eliminate animal testing. (Euractiv) 

 Who will pay for an ethical chocolate bar? (Politico)  

 The climate-vulnerable are starting to roar. (Mohamed Adow) 

 Ways forward for EU-Africa trade and investment relations. A briefing. 

 Africa-EU partnership after COP27 (Johan van den Berg) 
 

Activities 

 2022-12-06 | Accelerating transitions to build an open strategic autonomy of Europe 

 2022-12-06 | Hybrid | Squaring the Circle: Policies from Europe’s Circular Economy 
Transition 

 2022-12-06 – 2022-12-08 | Online | World Circular Economy Forum 2022 

 2022-12-07 – 2022-12-19 | COP 15 (CBD – ENB) 

 2022-12-07 | Online | EU Energy transition - What role for critical raw materials? 

 2022-12-07 | Hybrid | Is the European Green Deal gender-sensitive? 

 2022-12-08 | Hybrid | A global roadmap for an inclusive circular economy 

 2022-12-08 | Hybrid | Clean air: Time to capture the health, economic and environmental 
benefits 

 2022-12-08 – 2022-12-09 | Hybrid | A just transition beyond growth? 

 2022-12-13 | Webinar | Behavioural change and urban mobility 

 2022-12-13 – 2022-12-14 | Annual High Level Expert Forum for Sustainable Finance (HLEF) 

 2022-12-14 | ENgage Workshop – Enhancing environmental protection through standards 
 

Commission documents 

 x 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-intensive-lower-carbon-animal-farming-could-raise-pandemic-risks/
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