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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 Von der Leyen calls on EU to 'adapt' state aid rules in response to US green subsidy scheme. 
(Politico, Euractiv, von der Leyen, DW, Bloomberg, Reuters, Euractiv, Euronews, Forbes, 
Climate Home News, Politico) 

 Renewable energy growth accelerates as countries seek to strengthen energy security. (IEA, 
CarbonBrief) 

 Global progress in energy efficiency is accelerating, indicating a potential turning point after 
years of slow improvement. A new study by the IEA. (IEA, Euronews) 

 New study on the benefits of a higher EU energy efficiency target. (Fedarene) 

 How much can countries save if the EU increases its renewable energy target by just 5%? 
(Euronews) 

 Delay in renewable energy costs France billions: report. (Euractiv) 

 Energy storage for a decarbonised Europe by 2050. A new study. 

 State of the climate: 2022 is the fourth warmest year on record. (CarbonBrief) 

 "Go for more ambition on energy," more than 100 companies and NGOs tell EU ministers. 
(Europe Beyond Coal) 

 European chemical and wind industries call for electricity markets that support renewable 
energy investments. (WindEurope) 

 Oil and gas companies invest in production that will tip world towards climate catastrophe. 
(Carbon Tracker, Euronews) 

 LEAK: Long-awaited EU rules for renewable hydrogen expected 15 Dec. (Euractiv) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/von-der-leyen-eu-state-aid-us-inflation-reduction-act/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/commission-chief-cooperation-not-confrontation-in-us-subsidies-row/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_22_7487
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-chief-says-bloc-must-act-over-us-subsidies-plan/a-63978626
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-12-04/europe-is-looking-for-ways-to-counter-the-new-us-climate-law
https://www.reuters.com/world/mondays-eu-us-trade-talks-overshadowed-by-tax-concerns-climate-measure-2022-12-05/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/us-eu-meet-with-little-progress-on-green-plan-tensions/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/05/trade-war-over-green-subsidies-looms-large-over-eu-us-tech-summit
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidblackmon/2022/12/05/europes-concerns-about-energy-investment-flight-to-america-are-well-grounded/?sh=7c99adc62122
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/12/05/eu-chief-flags-concerns-about-bidens-buy-american-climate-plans/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-joe-biden-batteries-sustainability-threatens-europe-car-batteries/
https://www.iea.org/news/renewable-power-s-growth-is-being-turbocharged-as-countries-seek-to-strengthen-energy-security
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-ieas-renewables-forecast-grows-76-in-two-years-after-largest-ever-revision/
https://www.iea.org/news/global-energy-efficiency-progress-is-accelerating-signalling-a-potential-turning-point-after-years-of-slow-improvement
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/02/how-soaring-fuel-prices-have-forced-the-world-to-use-energy-more-efficiently
https://fedarene.org/new-study-on-the-benefits-of-a-higher-eu-energy-efficiency-target/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/07/heres-how-much-countries-could-save-if-the-eu-raises-its-renewable-energy-target-by-just-5
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/renewable-energy-delay-is-costing-france-billions-report/
https://ease-storage.eu/publication/decarbonised-europe-2050/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/state-of-the-climate-2022-to-date-is-fourth-warmest-year-on-record/
https://beyond-coal.eu/2022/12/07/commit-to-higher-ambition-on-energy-eu-ministers-told-by-over-100-businesses-and-ngos/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/europes-chemical-and-wind-industries-call-for-electricity-markets-to-support-investments-in-renewables/
https://carbontracker.org/oil-and-gas-companies-invest-in-production-that-will-tip-world-towards-climate-catastrophe/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/08/major-offenders-these-oil-and-gas-companies-are-tipping-the-world-toward-climate-catastrop
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/leak-long-awaited-eu-rules-on-renewable-hydrogen-expected-15-dec/


 Heat pumps are the 'central technology' for low-carbon heating, IEA concludes. 
(CarbonBrief) 

 EU countries consider lowering gas price cap to €220/MWh. (Euractiv) 

 The revision of the third energy package for gas. A study. 

 EU energy outlook to 2060: how will power prices and revenues evolve for wind, solar, gas, 
hydrogen + more. (EnergyPost) 

 EU carbon removal certification framework: political leadership or voluntary hurdle? 
(Victoria Harvey) 

 Bioenergy with carbon capture distracts from real climate solutions. (Almuth Ernsting) 

 The role of financial actors in the ETS market. A study. 

 EU must invest to get out of energy crisis. (William Todts) 

 Wood energy sector concerned about EU attempt to limit biomass use. (Euractiv) 

 EU needs a lifecycle carbon roadmap for buildings. (Zsolt Toth) 

 Campaigners push for an EU-backed 'renovation loan' to decarbonise buildings. (Euractiv) 

 META on the Construction Products Regulation (CPR). 

 Europe is on a mission to secure critical metals. Here are three things it needs to do. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 EU introduces resource self-sufficiency targets (Euractiv) 

 Packaging producers 'still concerned' about recycling targets in new EU legislation. (Euractiv) 

 Negotiations officially begun in Uruguay for global plastics treaty (Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation) 

 EU circular economy package part II - Still no results on right to repair. (Right to Repair) 

 World Bank publishes its first report on the circular economy in the EU. 

 E-commerce and the EU Green Deal - Analysis of the environmental footprint of online sales 
in the context of the circular economy. A study. 

 Lawmakers agree to limit EU carbon tax to flights within Europe (Euractiv, Euronews, 
Council) 

 EU aviation deal will lead to another lost decade in the fight against emissions. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Why are small European cars disappearing? (Julia Poliscanova) 

 Violation of fuel quality law tests EU transport decarbonisation target. (Euractiv) 

 Balanced agreement on rules for platform workers reached, says key MEP. (Euractiv) 

 New SEI study for Sweden shows which groups are most at risk of losing out in the transition 
to a fossil-free society. (SEI) 

 Leaders and laggards in the push for a just transition in the EU. An article. 

 MEP Canfin: 'Europe must introduce policies to protect and promote green industries'. 
(Euractiv) 

 A unique opportunity to make EU industry cleaner. (META) 

 Decarbonisation in the global steel sector: tracking progress. A new study. 

 The problematic promise: how to rethink digitalisation for a future beyond growth. (META) 

 Zero pollution: 2030 targets within reach, but stronger action needed. (Commission, EEA) 

 The gender dimension and impact of the Fit for 55 package. A study. 

 Research shows rising temperatures lead to discomfort in foetuses. (The Guardian) 

 Climate disputes in Europe: a summary report for the European Union Forum of 
Environmental Judges. (LSE) 

 Climate crisis: International court must play key role in climate justice. (Amnesty 
International) 

 Battle lines drawn in talks on new plastics treaty. (Climate Home News) 

 Addressing green transition challenges in national recovery and resilience plans: a 
preliminary assessment. A study. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/heat-pumps-are-the-central-technology-for-low-carbon-heating-concludes-iea/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-countries-to-consider-lowering-gas-price-cap-to-e220-mwh/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_ATA(2022)740051
https://energypost.eu/eu-energy-outlook-to-2060-how-will-power-prices-and-revenues-develop-for-wind-solar-gas-hydrogen-more/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/the-eus-carbon-removal-certification-framework-political-leadership-or-voluntary-hurdle/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/bioenergy-with-carbon-capture-distracts-from-real-climate-solutions/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)740052
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-eu-needs-to-invest-its-way-out-of-the-energy-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biomass/news/wood-energy-sector-worried-by-eu-attempt-to-limit-biomass-use/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/the-eu-needs-a-whole-life-carbon-roadmap-for-buildings/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/campaigners-push-eu-backed-renovation-loan-to-decarbonise-buildings/
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/12/06/eu-climate-targets-risk-hitting-construction-regulations-brick-walls/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/europe-is-on-a-mission-to-secure-critical-metals-here-are-three-things-it-should-do-2/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-to-introduce-targets-for-raw-materials-self-sufficiency/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/packaging-makers-still-concerned-about-reuse-targets-in-new-eu-law/
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/negotiations-officially-began-in-uruguay-for-a-global-plastics-treaty
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/negotiations-officially-began-in-uruguay-for-a-global-plastics-treaty
https://repair.eu/news/the-eu-circular-economy-package-part-ii-still-not-delivering-on-right-to-repair/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/12/06/world-bank-releases-its-first-report-on-the-circular-economy-says-decoupling-growth-from-resource-use-in-europe-achievab
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)734013
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/lawmakers-agree-to-restrict-eu-carbon-tax-to-flights-within-europe/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/08/eu-to-charge-airlines-more-for-polluting-but-will-average-europeans-pay-the-price
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/07/ets-aviation-council-and-parliament-strike-provisional-deal-to-reduce-flight-emissions/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-aviation-deal-will-see-another-lost-decade-in-tackling-emissions/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-aviation-deal-will-see-another-lost-decade-in-tackling-emissions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electric-cars/opinion/why-are-small-european-cars-disappearing/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biofuels/news/violation-of-fuel-quality-law-tests-eu-transport-decarbonisation-goal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/sharing-economy/interview/balanced-deal-on-platform-workers-rules-reached-leading-mep-says/
https://www.sei.org/about-sei/press-room/most-risk-of-losing-from-the-transition-fossil-free/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800922003603
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/interview/canfin-mep-europe-must-put-in-place-policies-to-protect-promote-green-industries/
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/12/06/once-in-a-generation-chance-to-depollute-eu-industry/
https://newclimate.org/resources/publications/decarbonisation-in-the-global-steel-sector-tracking-the-progress-0
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/12/07/how-to-rethink-digitalisation-for-a-post-growth-future/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7552
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/zero-pollution-monitoring
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)736899
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/rising-temperatures-distress-foetuses-climate-crisis-pregnancy-farmers-africa-study
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/climate-litigation-in-europe-a-summary-report-for-the-european-union-forum-of-judges-for-the-environment/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/climate-crisis-international-court-should-play-key-role-in-delivering-climate-justice/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/climate-crisis-international-court-should-play-key-role-in-delivering-climate-justice/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/12/02/battle-lines-drawn-in-talks-on-new-plastics-treaty/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)733735


 Member States must make EU climate commitments. Unlocking support for a socially just 
transition. (E3G) 

 Joint statement on corporate sustainability due diligence directive. (Accountancy Europe) 

 CSDD directive: is the EU opening the door to corruption? (Ketakandriana Rafitoson and 
Matthieu Salomon) 

 Insurance industry plays catch-up with climate and loses. (Caroline Metz) 

 The COP15 on biodiversity: CBD – ENB 

 Analyses on COP15: The Guardian, The Guardian, Geneva Solutions, FoEI, CarbonBrief, IEEP, 
Hilde Eggermont, Janice Weatherley-Singh and Noor Yafai-Stroband, The Guardian, The 
Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, WEF, Jonas Hein and Jean Carlo Rodriguez, Craig 
Bennett & Clare Shine, HBS, PIK, Reuters, Euronews, Euractiv, The Guardian, The Guardian, 
UN News, Nature, DW, IISD, CarbonBrief, The Conversation, Juan Manuel Santos, 
Greenpeace, The Guardian, The Guardian, DW, The Guardian, WEF, Euronews, The 
Guardian, Rosemary Collard and Jessica Dempsey, Euronews, African Arguments, ESG 
Clarity. 

 Taxonomies for sustainable finance: a common language to shift finance towards nature-
positive investments. (WWF) 

 Effective nature funding requires better data, analysis and tools. (EEA) 

 EU tax reform should unlock climate investments. (E3G) 

 A reporting standard aimed at unlocking accountability for organisations' impacts on nature 
and underpinning the global response to a growing biodiversity crisis has been proposed. 
(GRI) 

 Nature-based solutions could create 20 million new jobs, but equitable transition needed 
(IUCN) 

 EU agrees new law to ban deforestation from supply chains. (Euractiv, Council, EP, WWF, 
Reuters, ClientEarth, Commission, IISD, IEEP, Euronews) 

 Unsustainable soy-based meat imports get free rein under new EU law. (Euractiv) 

 Nature restoration regulation. A briefing. 

 Nature restoration as an engine for resilient food systems. A report. (IEEP) 

 EU carbon farming plan comes under fire (Politico). 

 There is a meeting of environment ministers on 20 December. (EEB) 

 The promises and pitfalls of nature-based solutions. (SEI) 

 New CAP unpacked - The real cost to farmers, nature and taxpayers. (EEB) 

 Agriculture commissioner backs new impact study on plan to reduce pesticides. (Euractiv) 

 Which countries are 'particularly vulnerable' to climate change? (Climate Home News) 
 

Activities 

 2022-12-07 – 2022-12-19 | COP 15 (CBD – ENB) 

 2022-12-13 | Webinar | Behavioural change and urban mobility 

 2022-12-13 – 2022-12-14 | Annual High Level Expert Forum for Sustainable Finance (HLEF) 

 2022-12-14 | ENgage Workshop – Enhancing environmental protection through standards 

 2023-02-08 | Online | EU Energy transition - What role for critical raw materials? 
 

Commission documents 

 x 

https://www.e3g.org/publications/the-case-for-member-states-to-enact-eu-climate-commitments/
https://www.accountancyeurope.eu/reporting-transparency/joint-statement-on-the-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-directive-csddd/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/csdd-directive-is-the-eu-opening-the-door-for-corruption/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/csdd-directive-is-the-eu-opening-the-door-for-corruption/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/insurance-industry-playing-catch-up-with-climate-and-losing/
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/COP-15
https://enb.iisd.org/un-biodiversity-conference-oewg5-cbd-cop15
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/04/the-guardian-view-on-biodiversity-collapse-the-crisis-humanity-can-no-longer-ignore
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/04/canada-china-cop15-biodiversity-summit-montreal-aoe
https://genevasolutions.news/climate-environment/biodiversity-summit-countries-gear-up-for-a-last-chance-to-protect-nature
https://www.foei.org/press-release-nature-of-business-report/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/interactive-who-wants-what-at-the-cop15-biodiversity-summit/
https://ieep.eu/news/the-survival-of-our-planet-is-at-stake-at-cop15
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/the-eu-must-maintain-its-ambition-on-biodiversity/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/05/stop-burning-trees-scientists-world-leaders-cop15-age-of-extinction-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/05/making-sense-of-cop15-what-to-look-out-for-in-montreal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/05/making-sense-of-cop15-what-to-look-out-for-in-montreal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/06/cop-15-un-chief-biodiversity-apocalypse
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/05/cop15-security-operation-will-be-biggest-for-20-years-montreal-police-say-aoe
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/12/cop15-latest-biodiversity-stories-you-need-to-read/
https://www.idos-research.de/en/the-current-column/article/green-capitalism-will-not-save-biodiversity/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/06/biodiversity-is-spectacularly-ignored-why-cop15-is-a-crucial-moment-for-nature
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/06/biodiversity-is-spectacularly-ignored-why-cop15-is-a-crucial-moment-for-nature
https://us.boell.org/en/2022/12/05/loss-biodiversity-poses-existential-threat-jan-niclas-gesenhues-interview
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/en/news/latest-news/201c10-must-dos201d-from-biodiversity-science-in-the-run-up-to-cop15-un-world-conference-on-nature
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/whats-agenda-uns-cop15-nature-summit-2022-12-06/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/06/what-is-cop15-the-un-biodiversity-summit-aiming-to-stop-humanitys-war-on-nature
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europe-enters-global-biodiversity-conference-with-big-ambitions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/06/canada-leads-calls-to-reverse-nature-loss-as-cop15-opens-in-montreal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/06/the-biodiversity-crisis-in-numbers-a-visual-guide-aoe
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/12/1131422
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04329-5
https://www.dw.com/en/un-biodiversity-summit-hopes-to-halt-rapid-nature-decline/a-63985797
https://www.iisd.org/articles/insight/global-biodiversity-framework-30x30-target
https://www.carbonbrief.org/interactive-tracking-progress-at-the-cop15-biodiversity-summit/
https://theconversation.com/cop15-three-visions-for-protecting-nature-on-the-table-at-the-un-biodiversity-conference-195946
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/cop15-biodiversity-conference-montreal-what-it-must-do-by-juan-manuel-santos-2022-12
https://www.greenpeace.org/southeastasia/press/57267/strongall-eyes-montreal-cop15-make-break-moment-global-biodiversity-strong/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/commentisfree/2022/dec/07/cop15-negotiators-china-canada-montreal-agreement
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/cop15-trudeau-pledges-510m-for-indigenous-led-conservation-projects
https://www.dw.com/en/what-is-biodiversity-and-why-is-it-so-important/a-63989839
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/07/cop15-fate-living-world-decided-say-scientists-aoe
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/12/what-governments-must-agree-at-biodiversity-cop15-to-accelerate-business-action-on-nature/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/08/why-the-plan-to-protect-30-of-the-planet-by-2030-is-terrible-news-for-indigenous-people
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/down-to-earth-cop-15-biodiversity
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/down-to-earth-cop-15-biodiversity
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/extractivism-is-destroying-nature-to-tackle-it-cop15-must-go-beyond-simple-targets
https://www.euronews.com/2022/12/08/eu-environment-commissioner-urges-more-action-to-save-biodiversity
https://africanarguments.org/2022/12/why-30x30-would-be-the-worst-possible-outcome-of-cop15/
https://esgclarity.com/cop15-eu-pushing-for-global-do-no-harm-principle-for-private-investing/
https://esgclarity.com/cop15-eu-pushing-for-global-do-no-harm-principle-for-private-investing/
https://www.wwf.eu/what_we_do/sustainable_economies/?8341941/Sustainable-finance-taxonomies-a-common-language-to-shift-finance-towards-nature-positive-investments
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/effective-nature-finance-needs-better
https://www.e3g.org/publications/eu-fiscal-reform-must-unlock-climate-investment/
https://www.globalreporting.org/news/news-center/global-standard-for-biodiversity-impacts-one-step-closer/?utm_campaign=13648445_Draft%20Biodiversity%20Standard%20available%20for%20public%20consultation&utm_medium=Engagement%20Cloud&utm_source=Global%20Reporting%20Initiative&dm_i=4J5,84J7H,79C98B,X9WYZ,1
https://www.iucn.org/press-release/202212/nature-based-solutions-can-generate-20-million-new-jobs-just-transition
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/eu-agrees-new-law-to-kick-deforestation-out-of-supply-chains/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/06/council-and-parliament-strike-provisional-deal-to-cut-down-deforestation-worldwide/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221205IPR60607/deal-on-new-law-to-ensure-products-causing-deforestation-are-not-sold-in-the-eu
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8350966/EU-leaders-seal-deal-for-groundbreaking-law-to-stop-deforestation
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-agrees-law-preventing-import-goods-linked-deforestation-2022-12-06/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/eu-deforestation-law-a-new-gold-standard-for-forest-protection/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7444
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/eu-paves-way-for-landmark-deforestation-free-products-regulation/
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