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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 A preliminary agreement was reached on the reform of the ETS system and the Social 
Climate Fund. (Euractiv, Euractiv, Carbon Market Watch, Politico, WWF, Council, 
Commission, EP, EP, CAN Europe, Euractiv) 

 Energy ministers met on Monday 19 December. This included discussions on the gas price 
proposal, accelerating renewable energy installation and methane emissions. (Politico, 
Council, CAN Europe, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, Reuters) 

 Most EU countries sceptical about 45% renewable energy target: document. (Euractiv) 

 The battle over the EU's 2030 renewable energy target has begun. (Euractiv) 

 Global solar market outlook 2022-2026. (SolarPower Europe, Euronews) 

 Analysis: tackling wasteful consumption now to ease energy crisis. A study. (Greenpeace) 

 EU gas consumption down 20% in August-November: Eurostat. (Euractiv) 

 EU emissions continue to fall despite return to coal (The Guardian) 

 Climate target of 1.5C is 'gasping for breath', according to UN chief (The Guardian) 

 Tackling the energy crisis: six lessons from previous crises. (SEI) 

 Eurometaux on CBAM. 

 Steel industry united in opposition to border carbon levy. (Euractiv) 

 Electricity market reform is no silver bullet for Europe's energy crisis (Jean-Michel Glachant) 

 Buying time for real electricity market reform. (Conall Heussaff and Georg Zachmann) 

 Electricity market reform: A fake Commission consultation? (Mike Parr) 

 The International Gas Union's climate strategy. (InfluenceMap) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-agrees-carbon-market-overhaul-in-bid-to-hit-2030-climate-goal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-agrees-co2-tax-on-heating-and-transport-fuels-softened-by-new-social-climate-fund/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2022/12/18/final-deal-on-eu-carbon-market-ets-gives-heavy-industry-a-free-pass-at-the-expense-of-households-and-taxpayers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/climate-policy-deal-emissions-trading-system-european-union/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8464966/Too-little-too-late-EU-fails-to-put-climate-and-people-first
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/18/fit-for-55-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-deal-on-eu-emissions-trading-system-and-the-social-climate-fund/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7796
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221212IPR64527/climate-change-deal-on-a-more-ambitious-emissions-trading-system-ets
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221212IPR64528/deal-on-establishing-the-social-climate-fund-to-support-the-energy-transition
https://caneurope.org/ets-negotiations-industry-people-planet/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/agriculture-and-fisheries-evade-eus-new-co2-price/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-union-gas-price-energy-lower-document/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/tte/2022/12/19/
https://caneurope.org/eu-energy-council-low-carbon-gas_red/
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-ukraine-war-eu-robert-habeck-energy-ministersagrees-on-gas-price-cap-skeptics-denounce-energy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-seals-deal-on-gas-price-cap-after-months-of-wrangling/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-countries-back-watered-down-methane-regulation/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-countries-vote-weaken-law-methane-emissions-2022-12-19/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/most-eu-countries-sceptical-about-45-renewable-energy-goal-document/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/stage-set-for-fight-over-eus-2030-renewable-energy-target/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/insights/market-outlooks/global-market-outlook-for-solar-power-2022
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/insights/market-outlooks/global-market-outlook-for-solar-power-2022
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46525/analysis-tackle-wasteful-consumption-now-to-alleviate-the-energy-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-slashed-gas-consumption-by-20-in-august-november-eurostat/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/22/eus-emissions-continue-to-fall-despite-return-to-coal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/climate-goal-15c-gasping-breath-un-head-antonio-guterres
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/tackling-energy-crisis-eu/
https://eurometaux.eu/media/i1gpkuhy/press-release-eu-climate-package-20-12-22-final.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/steel-industry-united-in-opposing-blocs-carbon-border-levy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/opinion/electricity-market-reform-is-no-silver-bullet-for-europes-energy-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/buying-time-for-proper-electricity-market-reform/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/opinion/electricity-market-reform-a-fake-commission-consultation/
https://influencemap.org/landing/-a794566767a94a5d71052b63a05e825f-20189


 Protection of the most vulnerable during renovation must be enabled. (Housing Europe) 

 Policy practice and regional impact assessment for building renovation. A study. (JRC) 

 Brussels plans digital push to green EU construction sector. (Euractiv) 

 Tackling building emissions from cradle to grave. (Roxana Dela Fiamor) 

 Understanding EU circular economy policy through future circularity visions. An article. 

 Driving a transformation to a circular bioeconomy: mechanisms to spread, deepen and 
broaden initiatives. An article. 

 EU countries prepare for textile recycling big bang. (Euractiv) 

 EU battery directive makes it easier to replace batteries. (Right to Repair) 

 Strengthening security of supply of products containing critical raw materials for green 
transition and decarbonisation. A study. 

 Circle Economy discussed the circular future for European industries. (Circle Economy) 

 Europe's automotive industry must look to the future, not the past. (Frans Timmermans) 

 Toxic fumes are coming: Truck pollution will double over Christmas (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Believe us, it wasn't easy: How the internal combustion engine phase-out was won in 
European capitals. (Transport & Environment) 

 Smart mobility and its implications for road infrastructure: A systematic literature review. An 
article. 

 EU must review REACH before end of current term. (Zakia Khattabi) 

 Commission drafts rules to identify endocrine disruptors and long-life chemicals and 
improve labelling 

 Legal actions by NGOs and citizens key to climate fight (Frederik Hafen and Romain Didi) 

 Europe's answer to the Inflation Reduction Act must be global cooperation. (Andreas 
Goldthau and Karsten Neuhoff) 

 Germany and France try to match US green industry subsidies. (Euractiv) 

 Speed, simplicity and focus: how the EU can make a success of the competitive "race to the 
top" in sustainability. (Martin Porter and Peter Sweatman) 

 A 'social imbalance procedure' for the EU. (ETUI) 

 Just transitions: an overview of how to decarbonise energy systems while fighting poverty 
and inequality. (DIE) 

 Local public finances and the green transition. (Euractiv) 

 The EU can take the lead in addressing green and social challenges simultaneously: Sandrine 
Dixson-Declève. (Horizon) 

 The fiscal impact of extreme weather events: First evidence for EU countries. (VOXeu) 

 Analyses on the COP15 for biodiversity. Before the agreement: Politico, Euractiv, The 
Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, WWF, Greenpeace, Vox, Commission, Climate Home 
News. After the agreement: CBD, WWF, Euronews, Euractiv, The Guardian, The Guardian, 
The Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, Commission, DW, Amnesty 
International, Greenpeace, UNEP, Vox, UNEPFI, Euronews, Euractiv, The Guardian, Craig 
Bennett, The Guardian, Social Europe, CarbonBrief, The Conversation, IISD, WBCSD, Slow 
Food, Climate Home News, ClientEarth, WEF, Science, Stockholm Resilience Centre. 

 Environment ministers met on 20 December and talked about nature restoration, among 
other things. (Council, WWF, Euractiv) 

 Nature beyond biodiversity: why restoration matters. (META) 

 Germany embraces EU's Farm to Fork spirit with food strategy plans. (Euractiv) 

 Abolishing the CAP was never an issue, says former commissioner. (Euractiv) 
 

Activities 

https://www.housingeurope.eu/resource-1751/shielding-the-most-vulnerable-while-renovating-must-be-made-possible
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131250
https://www.euractiv.com/section/next-generation-infrastructure/news/brussels-planning-digital-push-to-green-the-eus-construction-sector/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/tackling-emissions-of-buildings-from-cradle-to-grave/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652622052970
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-022-01249-1
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-materials/news/eu-countries-prepare-for-textile-recycling-big-bang/
https://repair.eu/news/the-eu-battery-directive-will-make-it-easier-to-replace-batteries/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)740058
https://www.circle-economy.com/news/circle-economy-discussed-the-circular-future-for-european-industries
https://www.euractiv.com/section/future-of-mobility/opinion/europes-car-industry-must-look-to-the-future-not-the-past/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/toxic-fumes-are-comin-truck-pollution-will-double-over-christmas/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/toxic-fumes-are-comin-truck-pollution-will-double-over-christmas/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/combustion-engine-phase-out-2035-the-view-from-across-europes-capitals/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/15/1/210
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/eu-must-deliver-reach-revision-before-end-of-current-legislature/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7775
https://www.socialeurope.eu/legal-challenges-by-ngos-citizens-key-to-climate-battle
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/europes-answer-to-the-inflation-reduction-act-should-be-global-cooperation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/europes-answer-to-the-inflation-reduction-act-should-be-global-cooperation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/germany-and-france-want-to-match-us-subsidies/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/speed-simplicity-and-focus-how-the-eu-can-make-a-success-of-the-competitive-sustainability-race-to-the-top/
https://www.etui.org/publications/social-imbalances-procedure-eu
https://www.idos-research.de/discussion-paper/article/just-transitions-a-review-of-how-to-decarbonise-energy-systems-while-addressing-poverty-and-inequality-reduction/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/cities-regions/news/local-public-finances-and-the-green-transition/
https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/horizon-magazine/eu-can-lead-tackling-green-and-social-challenges-tandem-sandrine-dixson-decleve
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/fiscal-impact-extreme-weather-events-first-evidence-eu-countries
https://www.politico.eu/article/cop15-biodiversity-united-nations-china-proposal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/draft-un-nature-deal-calls-to-protect-30-of-planet-by-2030/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/18/cop15-brokers-talk-up-hopes-for-nature-deal-as-conference-enters-home-straight-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/18/cop15-brokers-talk-up-hopes-for-nature-deal-as-conference-enters-home-straight-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/18/cop15-negotiators-close-to-agreeing-nature-deal-as-talks-draw-to-end
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/16/more-than-1-in-10-species-could-be-lost-by-end-of-century-study-warns-aoe
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?7334466/WWF-reaction-to-new-COP15-text-published-18-Dec
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/57674/stripped-down-cop15-biodiversity-framework-draft-would-leave-biodiversity-unprotected/
https://www.vox.com/down-to-earth/23511348/cop15-montreal-biodiversity-experts-hope-environment
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7772
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/12/19/cop15-global-nature-deal-passes-despite-dr-congos-objection/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/12/19/cop15-global-nature-deal-passes-despite-dr-congos-objection/
https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8474941/COP15-Global-biodiversity-deal-agreed---EU-must-follow-with-strong-law-to-restore-nature
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/19/nations-agree-landmark-deal-for-biodiversity-at-cop15-what-does-it-mean-for-nature
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/commission-chief-hails-historic-cop15-biodiversity-accord/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/cop15-key-points-of-nature-deal-at-a-glance-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/cop15-historic-deal-signed-to-halt-biodiversity-loss-by-2030-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/we-didnt-accept-it-drc-minister-laments-forcing-through-of-cop15-deal-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/cop15-deal-includes-target-to-protect-30-of-nature-on-earth-by-2030-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/19/objection-by-drc-sours-paradigm-changing-cop15-biodiversity-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/20/cop15-summit-drc-drops-objections-to-seal-deal-on-historic-action-on-biodiversity-aoe
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7834
https://www.dw.com/en/cop15-un-conference-reaches-historic-biodiversity-deal/a-64146261
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/biodiversity-cop15-biodiversity-deal-a-missed-opportunity-to-protect-indigenous-peoples-rights/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/biodiversity-cop15-biodiversity-deal-a-missed-opportunity-to-protect-indigenous-peoples-rights/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/57694/bandage-biodiversity-protection/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/cop15-ends-landmark-biodiversity-agreement
https://www.vox.com/down-to-earth/2022/12/19/23515099/cop15-montreal-biodiversity-climate
https://www.unepfi.org/industries/banking/why-the-new-global-biodiversity-framework-matters-to-members-of-the-principles-for-responsible-banking/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/20/global-biodiversity-framework-almost-200-countries-have-signed-but-is-it-truly-historic
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/cop15-agrees-to-halve-pesticide-risk-as-eu-drags-its-heels/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/20/embrace-history-un-environment-chief-calls-for-immediate-action-on-cop15-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/20/cop15-montreal-biodiversity-conference-targets-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/20/cop15-montreal-biodiversity-conference-targets-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/20/cop15-montreal-did-it-deliver-for-natural-world-aoe
https://www.socialeurope.eu/biodiversity-the-eu-and-the-race-against-time
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop15-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-biodiversity-conference-in-montreal/
https://theconversation.com/five-options-for-restoring-global-biodiversity-after-the-un-agreement-196835
https://www.iisd.org/articles/statement/iisd-welcomes-new-biodiversity-framework
https://www.wbcsd.org/Overview/News-Insights/WBCSD-insights/COP15-reflections-how-is-business-stepping-up-to-implement-the-Global-Biodiversity-Framework-GBF
https://www.slowfood.com/the-united-nations-biodiversity-conference-cop15-ended-yesterday/
https://www.slowfood.com/the-united-nations-biodiversity-conference-cop15-ended-yesterday/
https://climatechangenews.com/2022/12/20/kunming-montreal-deal-sets-up-new-fund-biodiversity-2023-cop-15/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/cop15-final-agreement-shies-away-from-real-change-to-global-economy-to-save-biodiversity-clientearth/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/12/biodiversity-summit-agreement-protect-nature-2030/
https://www.science.org/content/article/new-biodiversity-pact-sets-ambitious-targets-will-nations-deliver
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2022-12-22-human-rights-gain-recognition-in-new-biodiversity-framework.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2022/12/20/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?8484441/From-Montreal-to-Europe-Member-States-voice-support-for-strong-nature-restoration-law
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/more-money-flexibility-needed-to-back-eus-new-nature-restoration-law-ministers-say/
https://meta.eeb.org/2022/12/20/nature-beyond-biodiversity-why-restoration-matters/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/germany-embraces-eus-farm-to-fork-spirit-with-nutrition-strategy-plans/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/interview/scrapping-the-cap-was-never-on-the-table-says-former-commissioner/


 2023-01-11 | Online | SEI Currents 2023 

 2023-01-12 | Online | #EUCircularTalk:"From local to global: how procurement could drive a 
just transition" 

 2023-01-16 | Online | #EUCircularTalks: The Taxonomy and Sustainable Finance - What does 
it mean for the Buildings & Infrastructure sector? 

 2023-01-20 | Hybrid | Re-negotiate: A new social contract in an age of crises 

 2023-02-08 | Online | EU Energy transition - What role for critical raw materials? 

 2023-02-09 | Digitalising development — not digitising the status quo! 

 2023-05-15 – 2023-05-17 | Raw Materials Summit 
 

Commission documents 
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THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BRIEFING WILL BE PUBLISHED ON FRIDAY 6 JANUARY 2023 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://www.cognitoforms.com/OVAM1/EUCircularTalkJanuary12th2023
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/taxonomy-and-sustainable-finance
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