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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 CarbonBrief on the IPCC report. 

 Reactions to the Commission's proposals on the 'Net Zero Industry Act' and the 'Critical Raw 
Materials Act': Euractiv. 

 Why EU electricity grids need higher renewable energy targets. (Andrzej Ceglarz, Antonella 
Battaglini and Elisabeth Cremona) 

 Joint letter to EU negotiators to keep the RED for renewables. (EEB) 

 EU countries must stop undermining biomass policy reform. (Mary S. Booth) 

 900,000 football fields of forest at risk from EU choosing free trade over environment. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 EU reaches agreement on renewable energy legislation, agrees 42.5% target by 2030. 
(Commission, Council, EP, Euractiv, Fern, Euractiv, Corinna Klessmann, Malte Gephart and 
Pia Kerres, SolarPower Europe, CAN Europe, WWF, Transport & Environment) 

 Policymakers must act now to prevent supply chain problems holding up new wind power 
capacity for a record number of years. A report. (GWEC) 

 World Energy Transitions Outlook Preview warns of dramatic lack of progress and calls for a 
strategic shift in energy transition to meet the 1.5°C climate target. (IRENA) 

 What a Europe on track to meet the 1.5° target would look like by 2030. (META) 

 There was a meeting of energy ministers on 28 March. (Council, ECOS, Greenpeace, CAN 
Europe, E3G) 

 European carbon certification: The unlikely alliance. (Julia Grimault) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.carbonbrief.org/carbon-briefs-definitive-guide-to-the-entire-ipcc-sixth-assessment-cycle/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/von-der-leyen-nuclear-not-strategic-for-eu-decarbonisation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/why-the-eus-power-grids-need-higher-renewable-energy-targets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/why-the-eus-power-grids-need-higher-renewable-energy-targets/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-letter-to-eu-negotiators-to-keep-the-red-for-renewables/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biomass/opinion/eu-countries-must-stop-undermining-biomass-policy-reform/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/900k-football-pitches-of-forest-at-risk-as-eu-chooses-free-trade-over-the-environment/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2061
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/30/council-and-parliament-reach-deal-on-renewable-energy-directive/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230327IPR78523/renewable-energy-meps-strike-deal-with-council-to-boost-use-of-green-energy
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/eu-renewable-energy-deal-backs-biofuels-to-cut-transport-emissions-to-dismay-of-activists/
https://www.fern.org/publications-insight/eus-revised-renewable-energy-directive-fails-to-address-the-realities-of-the-climate-and-biodiversity-crisis-2647/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-strikes-deal-on-renewable-energy-law-agrees-42-5-target-by-2030/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-eu-has-set-ambitious-targets-on-renewables-but-the-real-challenge-starts-now/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-eu-has-set-ambitious-targets-on-renewables-but-the-real-challenge-starts-now/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-eu-reach-provisional-deal-on-45-renewables-1
https://caneurope.org/reaction-renewable-energy-directive-red/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?9738441/RED-final-PR
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/update-to-eus-green-fuels-law-fails-to-address-deforestation-from-palm-and-soy-biofuels/
https://gwec.net/gwr23-policymakers-must-act-now/
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2023/Mar/Investment-Needs-of-USD-35-trillion-by-2030-for-Successful-Energy-Transition
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/03/29/how-a-europe-on-track-of-meeting-the-1-5-goal-would-look-like-by-2030/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/tte/2023/03/28/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/ensuring-the-right-definition-of-low-carbon-hydrogen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46616/no-phase-out-date-for-fossil-gas-in-revised-eu-rules/
https://caneurope.org/eu-ministers-adopt-a-weak-position-on-gas-legislation-failing-to-provide-a-structural-framework-for-a-fossil-gas-phase-out/
https://caneurope.org/eu-ministers-adopt-a-weak-position-on-gas-legislation-failing-to-provide-a-structural-framework-for-a-fossil-gas-phase-out/
https://www.e3g.org/news/the-eu-wants-to-repeat-2022-s-gas-savings-but-overlooks-structural-action/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/european-carbon-certification-the-unlikely-alliance/


 Which comes first, justice or climate action? We cannot succeed in either unless we tackle 
both. (Karla Hill, Lía Flattery, Eszter Filippinyi) 

 Global heat pump sales continue to grow by double digits. (IEA) 

 The potential of geothermal energy. An article. 

 Gravity batteries: Abandoned mines could store enough energy to power 'the whole earth'. 
(Euronews) 

 Money, know-how and government support: The recipe for meeting Europe's green building 
targets. (Politico) 

 Packaging and packaging waste. A briefing. 

 Research on the circular economy in the Covid-19 era: an overview and the way forward. An 
article. 

 An agreement was reached in the discussion between Germany and the Commission on the 
future of the internal combustion engine in Europe. (Euractiv, Transport & Environment, 
Commissie, CEW, Politico) 

 EU countries agree to ban sale of petrol and diesel cars from 2035. (Council, Euractiv, 
Politico) 

 Ambitious new law agreed to set up sufficient infrastructure for alternative fuels. 
(Commission, Council, EP, Transport & Environment, Euractiv) 

 Intermodal freight: EU is far from getting freight off the road. A report by the European 
Court of Auditors. 

 Pollution from European private jets doubles in one year. A study. (Greenpeace, Euronews, 
The Guardian) 

 Commission announces European declaration on cycling. (Eltis) 

 Green procurement policy: The key to decarbonising construction and road transport. 
(Evelin Piirsalu) 

 Review of the fluorinated greenhouse gases regulation: 'Fit for 55' package. A briefing. 

 The European Parliament voted on fluorinated greenhouse gases on 30 March. (ECOS, 
Euractiv, EP) 

 Review of Regulation (EC) No 648/2004 on detergents. A briefing. 

 Plastics cause all sorts of health problems, from cancer to birth defects, groundbreaking 
research shows. (The Guardian) 

 The link between pollution and miscarriage: 'This is the stuff nightmares are made of'. (The 
Guardian) 

 Consumer Scoreboard: new data shows strong impact of energy crisis on consumption 
habits. (Commission) 

 How the law might support a turning point for the oceans within the climate movement. 
(LSE) 

 Elderly Swiss women bring first climate case to European court. (Euractiv, Climate Home 
News) 

 European Parliament tackles greenwashing and premature obsolescence to empower 
consumers (EEB) 

 Banning greenwashing: new EU rules to reverse trend in fashion sector. (DG ENV) 

 Consumer care: the 3 EU laws that will raise the bar for consumer protection. (META) 

 The EU's global approach to research and innovation. A briefing. 

 Europe in transition - Towards sustainable resilience. A report. (ETUI) 

 Ensuring Europe's competitiveness in the low-carbon business subsidy race. (E3G) 

 Green subsidy race? 5 experts explain what to expect. (WEF) 

 Using human rights as a weapon to hold governments and companies accountable for 
climate change. A report. (CAN Europe) 

 Parliament adds ecocide to EU list of environmental crimes. (Euractiv) 

https://www.e3g.org/news/what-comes-first-fairness-or-climate-action-we-can-t-succeed-in-either-unless-we-address-both/
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/global-heat-pump-sales-continue-double-digit-growth
https://energypost.eu/geothermals-full-potential-24-7-power-everywhere-storage-environmental-mineral-extraction/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/03/29/gravity-batteries-abandoned-mines-could-store-enough-energy-to-power-the-entire-earth
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-green-building-targets/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)740245
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43615-023-00265-2
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/czechia-welcomes-eu-germany-e-fuel-deal-resolving-combustion-row/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/te-reaction-to-eu-and-germany-deal-on-2035-zero-emissions-cars-law/
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-to-berlin-well-find-a-way-to-save-the-combustion-car-engine-emissions-synthetic-fuels/
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/eu-combustion-engine-car-deal-could-stand-way-resolute-climate-policy-govt-advisor
https://www.politico.eu/article/germany-pyrrhic-victory-war-save-car-engine/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/28/fit-for-55-council-adopts-regulation-on-co2-emissions-for-new-cars-and-vans/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/eu-countries-approve-ban-on-sale-of-petrol-diesel-cars-from-2035/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ministers-pass-2035-car-engine-ban-law/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1867
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/28/alternative-fuel-infrastructure-provisional-agreement-for-more-recharging-and-refuelling-stations-across-europe/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230327IPR78504/fit-for-55-deal-on-charging-and-fuelling-stations-for-alternative-fuels
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-deal-on-truck-charging-clears-the-way-for-ambitious-co2-targets-2/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/eu-reaches-deal-to-boost-charging-infrastructure-across-the-bloc/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=63659
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46619/european-private-jet-pollution-doubled-in-one-year/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/03/30/wasteful-luxury-private-jet-pollution-more-than-doubles-in-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/30/uk-is-worst-private-jet-polluter-in-europe-study-finds
https://www.eltis.org/in-brief/news/commission-announce-european-declaration-cycling
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/green-procurement-the-key-to-decarbonise-construction-and-road-transport/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733673
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/f-gas-regulation-to-be-voted-on-by-european-parliament-four-key-points-at-stake/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-parliament-votes-for-quick-phase-out-of-planet-warming-f-gases/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230327IPR78543/fluorinated-gases-reinforced-eu-action-to-cut-emissions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)740234
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/29/plastics-cause-wide-ranging-health-issues-from-cancer-to-birth-defects-landmark-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/mar/29/the-links-between-pollution-and-miscarriage-this-is-the-stuff-nightmares-are-made-of
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/mar/29/the-links-between-pollution-and-miscarriage-this-is-the-stuff-nightmares-are-made-of
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1891
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/how-the-law-might-be-supporting-a-watershed-moment-for-the-oceans-within-the-climate-movement/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/elderly-swiss-women-bring-european-courts-first-climate-case/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/03/29/european-court-hears-landmark-lawsuits-that-could-shape-climate-policy/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/03/29/european-court-hears-landmark-lawsuits-that-could-shape-climate-policy/
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-takes-on-greenwashing-and-early-obsolescence-to-empower-consumers/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/banning-greenwashing-new-eu-rules-to-reset-the-trend-in-the-fashion-sector/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/03/29/consumer-care-the-3-eu-laws-set-to-raise-the-bar-of-consumer-protection/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733550
https://www.etui.org/publications/benchmarking-working-europe-2023
https://www.e3g.org/news/europe-s-competitiveness-in-the-low-carbon-subsidy-race/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/03/inflation-reduction-act-eu-green-deal-subsidy-race-consequences/
https://caneurope.org/report-using-human-rights-as-a-weapon-to-hold-governments-and-corporations-accountable-on-climate-change/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/parliament-adds-ecocide-to-eus-draft-list-of-environmental-crimes/


 Investors urge EU to keep new financial reporting requirements truly sustainable. (ChemSec) 

 Corporate due diligence: what is the added value for climate? (Romain Hubert) 

 The case for next-generation financial regulation. (E3G) 

 EIOPA examines nature-related risks and their implications for insurers in a working paper. 
(EIOPA) 

 Deep sea mining for rare metals will destroy ecosystems, say scientists. (The Guardian) 

 Assessing the risk of tropical deforestation and biodiversity in Belgian agricultural supply 
chains. A report. (SEI) 

 An ambitious nature restoration law is needed for an EU where wildlife can thrive. (BirdLife) 

 Business networks call for robust nature restoration law to align EU nature and climate 
ambitions. (CLG) 

 Analyses on the World Water Conference: ENB, The Guardian. 

 Food system resilience: concepts, issues and challenges. An article. (SEI) 

 CAP after 2027: an integrated rural and agricultural policy. An article: part 1 – part 2. 
(Arc2020) 

 Pesticides and tap water: what does the future hold? (Voxeurop) 

 'We are very vulnerable': cyclone-hit Vanuatu pins climate hopes on UN vote (The Guardian, 
Politico, ClientEarth) 

 UN adopts landmark resolution on climate justice. (Euractiv, Climate Home News, Euronews, 
The Guardian) 

 Carbon credit industry resists call for vulnerable countries to fund adaptation. (Climate 
Home News) 
 

Activities 

 2023-04-04 | On the way to electromobility – a green(er) but more unequal future? 

 2023-04-04 | How to strengthen the EU's leadership on the SDGs 

 2023-04-04 | The European Single Market: A driver for the Green Deal? 

 2023-04-05 | Online | On the way to sustainability: Raw Materials & Circular Economy 

 2023-04-12 | Upgraded homes for downgraded energy bills: home renovation made easy for 
consumers 

 2023-04-19 | Webinar | Circular Design for Food - an introduction 

 2023-04-20 | Online | EU energy and climate governance and the future of the Green Deal 

 2023-04-20 | Harnessing high-quality data for climate resilience 

 2023-04-26 | Metabuilding: Enhancing the circularity in the Construction Sector 

 2023-04-27 | Why we need a reform of the EU electricity market and how we can make it 
more socially just 

 2023-05-03 – 2023-05-04 | European Conference on Connected and Automated Driving 

 2023-05-09 | Sustainable Investment Forum Europe 2023 

 2023-05-15 – 2023-05-17 | Hybrid | Beyond Growth. Pathways towards Sustainable 
Prosperity in the EU 

 2023-05-15 – 2023-05-17 | Raw Materials Summit 

 2023-05-25 – 2023-05-26 | The Future of Food Law 

 2023-06-20 – 2023-06-21 | Second International Conference on New Pathways for a Just and 
Inclusive Energy Transition: Connecting Multiple Stakeholders and Levels 

 2023-06-21 | Inclusive energy services to fight energy poverty and empower citizens 

 2023-07-06 – 2023-07-07 | Hybrid | Risk Management in Times of Digital and Circular 
Economy 

 2023-07-13 – 2023-07-14 | Hybrid | 5th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance 

 2023-07-19 | Tackling energy poverty for a just transition 

https://chemsec.org/investors-urge-the-eu-to-keep-new-financial-reporting-requirements-truly-sustainable/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/corporate-due-diligence-what-is-the-added-value-for-climate/
https://www.e3g.org/news/the-case-for-next-generation-financial-regulation/
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/eiopa-explores-nature-related-risks-and-their-impact-insurers-staff-paper-2023-03-29_en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/26/deep-sea-mining-for-rare-metals-will-destroy-ecosystems-say-scientists
https://www.sei.org/publications/deforestation-biodiversity-belgiums-supply-chains/
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/news/ambitious-nature-restoration-law-needed-eu-where-wildlife-can-thrive
https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/news/business-networks-call-robust-nature-restoration-law-align-eus-nature-and-climate-ambitions
https://enb.iisd.org/un-2023-water-conference
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/24/united-nations-water-conference-new-york-pledges
https://www.sei.org/publications/food-system-resilience-concepts-issues-challenges/
https://www.arc2020.eu/cap-post-2027-an-integrated-rural-and-agricultural-policy-part-1/
https://www.arc2020.eu/cap-post-2027-an-integrated-rural-and-agricultural-policy-part-2/
https://voxeurop.eu/en/pesticides-and-tap-water-what-does-the-future-hold/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/28/we-are-very-vulnerable-cyclone-hit-vanuatu-pins-climate-hopes-on-un-vote
https://www.politico.eu/article/un-international-court-justice-handed-explosive-climate-change-case/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/latest-updates/news/island-states-want-answers-on-climate-change-from-international-courts/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/un-adopts-landmark-resolution-on-climate-justice/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/03/29/international-court-of-justice-to-advise-states-on-climate-duties-a-turning-point-for-climate-justice/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/03/29/international-court-of-justica-gets-closer-to-ruling-on-states-climate-policies
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/29/united-nations-resolution-climate-emergency-vanuatu
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/03/30/carbon-credit-industry-resists-vulnerable-nations-call-to-fund-adaptation/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/03/30/carbon-credit-industry-resists-vulnerable-nations-call-to-fund-adaptation/
https://www.etui.org/events/way-electromobility-greener-more-unequal-future
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/how-strengthen-eus-leadership-sdgs
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/The-European-Single-Market~4f8760
https://clustercollaboration.eu/event-calendar/eu-clusters-talks-way-sustainability-raw-materials-circular-economy
https://www.beuc.eu/events/upgraded-homes-downgraded-energy-bills-home-renovation-made-easy-consumers
https://www.beuc.eu/events/upgraded-homes-downgraded-energy-bills-home-renovation-made-easy-consumers
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/webinar-circular-design-for-food-an-introduction
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=556604
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/harnessing-high-quality-data-for-climate-resilience/
https://euric-aisbl.eu/news-events/events/euric-events/metabuilding-enhancing-the-circularity-in-the-construction-sector
https://www.etui.org/events/why-we-need-reform-eu-electricity-market-and-how-we-can-make-it-more-socially-just
https://www.etui.org/events/why-we-need-reform-eu-electricity-market-and-how-we-can-make-it-more-socially-just
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/events/european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-2023-05-03_en
https://www.unepfi.org/industries/investment/sustainable-investment-forum-europe-2023/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.eitrmsummit.com/
https://www.wur.nl/en/show/conference-may-25-and-26-2023-the-future-of-food-law.htm
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://energy-cities.eu/event/inclusive-energy-services-to-fight-energy-poverty-and-empower-citizens/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/5th-jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-july-2023-2023-07-13_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/tackling-energy-poverty-just-transition


 

Commission documents 

 2023-04-05 | Communication in response to the European citizens’ initiative Save Bees and 
Farmers! 

 2023-04-18 | Digital skills and education package / - Recommendation on enabling factors 
for digital education / - Recommendation on improving the provision of digital skills in 
education and training 

 2023-05-17 | Measures to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment (tbc) 

 2023-05-24 | European Semester spring package 

 2023-06-07 | Sustainable agri-food systems and use of resources / - Soil Health Law / - 
Regulation on plants produced by new genomic techniques / - Revision of food waste and 
textiles aspects of the EU waste framework Directive / - Revision of legislation on seeds and 
other plant and forest reproductive material 

 2023-06-13 | Screening and registration of asbestos in buildings | Social economy package  / 
- Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions / - 
Legislative initiative on cross-border activities of associations | Regulation on environmental, 
social and governance ratings 

 2023-06-21 | Digital mobility package / - Multimodal digital mobility services / - A common 
European mobility data space | Greening transport package 

 2023-06-28 | 2023 Strategic foresight report 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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