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Green Deal

von der Leyen Commission

The European Green Deal

We want to reconcile our economy with our planet, and make it work for our
people.

General

The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication +
roadmap) on 11 December 2019.

The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality.
The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green
Deal by a large majority.

The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of
the expected initiatives.

The Commission has published the work programme for 2023.

Current affairs

Spain seeks agreement on electricity market reform during EU presidency (Euractiv)
Commission looks at grid flexibility to reduce reliance on expensive fossil fuels. (Euractiv)
EU looks at CO»-hydrogen combination to make synthetic fuels. (Euractiv)

The big e-fuel lie. (William Todts)

Europe's ill-fated compromise on synthetic fuels opens the back door to the internal
combustion engine's afterlife. (ETUI)

EU 'exception' to biomass sustainability rules raises eyebrows. (Euractiv)

Priorities for EU-US clean energy cooperation. (E3G)

Joint EU-US statement following the 10th EU-US Energy Council. (Commission)

Give your views on the EU's 2040 climate target. (Commission)

Priorities for EU climate diplomacy in 2023. (Alexandra Goritz and Petter Lydén)

EU renewable hydrogen rules: delegated regulations on a methodology for renewable fuels
of non-organic origin. A briefing.

How the revised EU renewables directive facilitates hydrogen market development. (Corinna
Klessmann, Matthias Schimmel and Pia Kerres)

Fluorinated gases and ozone depleting substances: member states ready for negotiations
with Parliament. (Council)

How to stop the endless nightmare: new report tracks fossil fuel subsidies in the EU. (CAN

Europe)
How social practices inform the future as a method. An article.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/news/spain-aims-for-electricity-market-reform-deal-during-eu-council-stint/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/news/brussels-eyes-grid-flexibility-to-reduce-reliance-on-pricey-fossil-fuels/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-eyes-co2-hydrogen-combination-to-make-synthetic-fuels/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-big-e-fuel-lie/
https://www.etui.org/news/europes-unholy-compromise-synthetic-fuels-opens-backdoor-afterlife-combustion-engine
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biomass/news/eu-biomass-guiana-exception-raises-eyebrows/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/priorities-for-eu-us-cooperation-on-clean-energy/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_2121
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/have-your-say-eus-climate-target-2040-2023-04-04_en
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/88073
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747085
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/how-the-eus-revised-renewables-directive-facilitates-hydrogen-market-ramp-up/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/how-the-eus-revised-renewables-directive-facilitates-hydrogen-market-ramp-up/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/04/05/fluorinated-gases-and-ozone-depleting-substances-member-states-ready-to-negotiate-with-parliament/
https://caneurope.org/how-to-stop-the-never-ending-nightmare-new-report-tracks-fossil-fuel-subsidies-in-the-eu/
https://caneurope.org/how-to-stop-the-never-ending-nightmare-new-report-tracks-fossil-fuel-subsidies-in-the-eu/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001632872300037X

The European Green Deal: no time for a "pragmatic approach”. (Sandrine Dixson-Decleve)
State of smart grid development in the EU. A report.

Germany aims to cut private and public sector energy consumption by 26.5 per cent by
2030. (Euronews)

France saw 8.5% less CO; last year, not enough to meet EU targets. (Euractiv)

Technology pathways for carbon reduction for existing buildings in eight cities. An article.
Lawmaker: Football stadiums 'not covered' by EU green building legislation. (Euractiv)
Limitations of the circular economy concept in law and policy. An article.

Why it pays to connect the dots between circular economy and climate. (Peter Hopkinson)
A catalogue of actions and solutions for circular cities. (ICLEI)

Revision of the packaging and packaging waste directive. A briefing.

Industry says meeting EU packaging recycling targets is a huge challenge. (Euractiv)
Manufacturers brace for EU 'product passports' to improve recycling. (Euractiv)

McKinsey says reusable packages will increase the cost of e-shopping. (Euractiv)

Car batteries could kick-start the European raw materials recycling market. (Euractiv)
Assessing the potential of renewable fuels in transport. A study.

Updating Euro emission standards (Euro 7). A briefing.

European backsliding in electric vehicles is bad news for the climate. (Nature)

Electrifying company cars is smart green industrial and social policy. (Stef Cornelis)

Truck CO;: Europe's chance to lead the way. (Transport & Environment)

3 ways smart cars can positively impact our everyday mobility. (WEF)

Schiphol airport bans night flights and private jets to reduce emissions. (Euronews)

Will the aviation sector adopt Big Qil's playbook? (Carlos Lépez de la Osa)

Ryanair and Wizz Air are polluting more than ever. An analysis. (Transport & Environment)
An analysis of EU taxonomy criteria for shipping. (Transport & Environment)

Review of EU air quality legislation: setting a zero pollution target for air. A briefing.
Investigating the factors contributing to environmentally friendly behaviour of rural and
urban populations. An article.

The effects of climate change on children's educational attainment. An article.

Plans to flesh out the right to a healthy environment raise tensions at UN. (Climate Home
News)

Research shows 'forever chemicals' (PFAS) linked to infertility in women. (The Guardian)
EU space programme, Green Deal at risk from Brexit vacuum (Euractiv)

The Net Zero Industry Act: all industry, no net zero. (Sandbag)

Austerity on the horizon? EU budget rules should encourage investment, not hinder dual
transition. (Luc Triangle)

For a just and democratic climate transition. (Julia Cagé, Lucas Chancel, Anne-Laure Delatte
etal.)

Commission consults on additional criteria in EU delegated acts on taxonomy. (Public
consultation and Commission proposal, Euractiv, Transport & Environment)

"Save bees and farmers!": One million signatures in European citizens' initiative signals EU
co-legislators to preserve environmental ambition. (Commission, Euractiv, Euronews)
Zero pollution and biodiversity: national marine environmental monitoring programmes
show progress but gaps. (Commission)

Ice sheets could collapse at 600 metres a day, much faster than feared, research shows. (The
Guardian)

Kenyan President Ruto urges EU to increase investment in green energy. (Euractiv)
'Green industrial age' could be breakthrough for sustainable development. (UN News)
Reforming the international financial architecture. A report. (GermanWatch)
EU-Mercosur joint instrument fails EU's own sustainability tests. (E3G)



https://www.clubofrome.org/blog-post/no-time-for-a-pragmatic-approach/
https://www.buildup.eu/en/practices/publications/status-development-smart-grids-eu
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/04/04/germany-plans-to-curb-private-and-public-sector-energy-consumption-by-265-per-cent-by-2030
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/france-saw-8-5-drop-in-co2-last-year-not-enough-to-meet-eu-goals/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-37131-6
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/interview/lawmaker-football-stadiums-are-not-covered-by-eus-green-buildings-law/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frsus.2023.1154059/full
https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/comment-why-it-pays-join-dots-between-circular-economy-climate-2023-04-03/
https://circulars.iclei.org/resource/a-catalogue-of-circular-city-actions-and-solutions/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)745707
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/huge-challenge-to-achieve-eus-packaging-recycling-goals-industry-says/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-materials/news/manufacturers-brace-for-eu-product-passports-to-improve-recycling/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/reusable-parcels-will-cause-e-shopping-cost-surge-mckinsey-says/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/car-batteries-could-kick-start-the-european-raw-materials-recycling-market/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2023)733103
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)740246
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-00951-z
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/opinion/electrifying-corporate-cars-is-smart-green-industrial-and-social-policy/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/truck-co2-europes-chance-to-lead/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/04/3-ways-intelligent-cars-positively-impact-daily-mobility/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/04/04/amsterdams-schiphol-airport-to-ban-night-flights-and-private-jets-in-bid-to-lower-emission
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/will-the-aviation-sector-replicate-big-oils-playbook/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/ryanair-and-wizz-air-pollute-more-than-ever/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/te-analysis-of-eu-taxonomy-criteria-for-shipping/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747087
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/15/7/6179
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/15/7/6320
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/04/04/moves-to-crystallise-right-to-a-healthy-environment-spark-tension-at-un/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/04/04/moves-to-crystallise-right-to-a-healthy-environment-spark-tension-at-un/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/06/forever-chemicals-infertility-women-pfas-blood
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/eu-space-programme-green-deal-endangered-by-brexit-vacuum/
https://sandbag.be/index.php/2023/04/04/the-net-zero-industry-act-all-industry-no-net-zero/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/austerity-ahead-eu-fiscal-rules-must-encourage-investment-not-hamper-the-twin-transition/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/for-a-just-and-democratic-climate-transition
https://www.socialeurope.eu/for-a-just-and-democratic-climate-transition
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13237-Sustainable-investment-EU-environmental-taxonomy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13237-Sustainable-investment-EU-environmental-taxonomy_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/eu-draws-criticism-as-it-proposes-green-label-for-some-aviation-investments/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/polluting-planes-and-ships-get-green-investment-label-from-eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2084
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/commission-turns-down-petition-for-more-pesticide-cuts-sticks-to-its-plans/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/04/05/brussels-wont-change-pesticides-law-to-protect-bees-despite-citizen-petition
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/zero-pollution-and-biodiversity-national-marine-environment-monitoring-programmes-show-progress-has-2023-04-04_en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/05/ice-sheets-collapse-far-faster-than-feared-study-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/05/ice-sheets-collapse-far-faster-than-feared-study-climate-crisis
https://www.euractiv.com/section/africa/news/kenyas-president-ruto-urges-eu-to-ramp-up-green-energy-investment/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/04/1135367
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/88062
https://www.e3g.org/news/the-eu-mercosur-joint-instrument-fails-to-pass-the-eu-s-own-sustainability-tests/

Activities

2023-04-12 | Upgraded homes for downgraded energy bills: home renovation made easy for
consumers

2023-04-12 | Building Europe’s energy future

2023-04-19 | Webinar | Circular Design for Food - an introduction

2023-04-19 | Webinar | Climate risk assessments in the context of the EU Taxonomy
2023-04-20 | Online | EU energy and climate governance and the future of the Green Deal
2023-04-20 | Harnessing high-quality data for climate resilience

2023-04-26 | Metabuilding: Enhancing the circularity in the Construction Sector
2023-04-27 | Why we need a reform of the EU electricity market and how we can make it
more socially just

2023-05-02 | The Swedish Presidency's race to enhance green competitiveness

2023-05-03 — 2023-05-04 | European Conference on Connected and Automated Driving
2023-05-09 | Sustainable Investment Forum Europe 2023

2023-05-15 — 2023-05-17 | Hybrid | Beyond Growth. Pathways towards Sustainable
Prosperity in the EU

2023-05-15 - 2023-05-17 | Raw Materials Summit

2023-05-25 —2023-05-26 | The Future of Food Law

2023-05-30 | For a sustainable battery value chain in Belgium/Europe

2023-06-20 — 2023-06-21 | Second International Conference on New Pathways for a Just and
Inclusive Energy Transition: Connecting Multiple Stakeholders and Levels

2023-06-21 | Inclusive energy services to fight energy poverty and empower citizens
2023-06-27 | Integrated thinking for a climate-resilient Europe

2023-07-06 — 2023-07-07 | Hybrid | Risk Management in Times of Digital and Circular
Economy

2023-07-11 —2023-07-12 | Max Planck Climate Conference for a Sustainable Anthropocene
2023-07-13 — 2023-07-14 | Hybrid | 5th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance
2023-07-19 | Tackling energy poverty for a just transition

Commission documents

2023-04-18 | Digital skills and education package / - Recommendation on enabling factors
for digital education / - Recommendation on improving the provision of digital skills in
education and training

2023-05-17 | Measures to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment (tbc)
2023-05-24 | European Semester spring package

2023-06-07 | Sustainable agri-food systems and use of resources / - Soil Health Law / -
Regulation on plants produced by new genomic techniques / - Revision of food waste and
textiles aspects of the EU waste framework Directive / - Revision of legislation on seeds and
other plant and forest reproductive material

2023-06-13 | Screening and registration of asbestos in buildings | Social economy package /
- Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions / -
Legislative initiative on cross-border activities of associations | Regulation on environmental,
social and governance ratings

2023-06-21 | Digital mobility package / - Multimodal digital mobility services / - A common
European mobility data space | Greening transport package

2023-06-28 | 2023 Strategic foresight report



https://www.beuc.eu/events/upgraded-homes-downgraded-energy-bills-home-renovation-made-easy-consumers
https://www.beuc.eu/events/upgraded-homes-downgraded-energy-bills-home-renovation-made-easy-consumers
https://calendar.boell.de/en/event/building-europes-energy-future
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/webinar-circular-design-for-food-an-introduction
https://www.emas.de/aktuelles/termin/106
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=556604
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/harnessing-high-quality-data-for-climate-resilience/
https://euric-aisbl.eu/news-events/events/euric-events/metabuilding-enhancing-the-circularity-in-the-construction-sector
https://www.etui.org/events/why-we-need-reform-eu-electricity-market-and-how-we-can-make-it-more-socially-just
https://www.etui.org/events/why-we-need-reform-eu-electricity-market-and-how-we-can-make-it-more-socially-just
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/The-Swedish-Presidencys-race-to~4fdb5c
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/events/european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-2023-05-03_en
https://www.unepfi.org/industries/investment/sustainable-investment-forum-europe-2023/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.eitrmsummit.com/
https://www.wur.nl/en/show/conference-may-25-and-26-2023-the-future-of-food-law.htm
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20230530-for-a-sustainable-battery-value-chain-in-belgium-europe/
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://energy-cities.eu/event/inclusive-energy-services-to-fight-energy-poverty-and-empower-citizens/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/integrated-thinking-for-a-climate-resilient-europe/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://law.mpg.de/event/max-planck-climate-conference-for-a-sustainable-anthropocene/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/5th-jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-july-2023-2023-07-13_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/tackling-energy-poverty-just-transition
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