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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 Fit for 55: Council adopts key legislation to meet 2030 climate targets (Council, Euractiv, DW) 

 North Sea countries aim for 300 GW of offshore wind power by 2050. (Euractiv) 

 New EU-Norway green alliance to deepen cooperation on climate, environment, energy and 
clean industry. (Commission, Euractiv) 

 Netherlands and UK announce major new electricity link to enhance energy security. 
(Euractiv, Euronews) 

 EU looks at "billions" in flexibility of local electricity grids. (Euractiv) 

 Electricity market reform: get the "market" out. (Jakob Embacher and Stephen Thomas) 

 A systematic review of options for European electricity market design. An article. 

 Besieged wind industry turns to European governments for help. (Euractiv) 

 Wind industry calls for caution in EU energy market review. (Euractiv) 

 A tool to quantify and visualise the many benefits of energy efficiency. (EEB) 

 Renewable energy and 12 billion euros of energy savings stop EU return to fossil fuels 
(Euronews, Ember) 

 Achieving a just transition in the energy system. (WBCSD) 

 The reskilling challenge: How to leave no one behind in the energy transition (Reuters) 

 Understanding 10 transboundary climate risks: the need for global adaptation. A report. 
(SEI) 

 Analysis: Half the world's population saw record temperatures over the past decade. 
(CarbonBrief) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/nl/press/press-releases/2023/04/25/fit-for-55-council-adopts-key-pieces-of-legislation-delivering-on-2030-climate-targets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/eu-seals-carbon-market-reform-to-speed-cuts-in-greenhouse-gases/
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-members-approve-carbon-market-scheme-other-climate-laws/a-65427299
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/north-sea-countries-aim-for-300-gw-of-offshore-wind-energy-by-2050/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2391
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-norway-seal-green-alliance-to-tackle-climate-change/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/netherlands-uk-to-announce-major-new-power-link-to-boost-energy-security/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/04/24/worlds-largest-cross-border-power-line-will-deliver-clean-energy-to-18-million-homes-in-eu
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/news/eu-eyes-billions-worth-in-flexibility-from-local-electricity-grids/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/electricity-market-reform-take-the-market-out
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/16/9/3704
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/beleaguered-wind-industry-turns-to-european-governments-for-help/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/wind-industry-calls-for-caution-as-eu-overhauls-power-market/
https://eeb.org/library/referee-leaflet-a-tool-to-quantify-and-visualize-the-multiple-benefits-of-energy-efficiency/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/04/28/crisis-winter-renewables-and-12bn-in-energy-savings-stopped-eu-return-to-fossil-fuels
https://ember-climate.org/insights/research/weathering-the-winter/
https://www.wbcsd.org/Pathways/Energy/Resources/Achieving-a-just-transition-in-the-energy-system
https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/reskilling-challenge-how-can-we-leave-no-one-behind-energy-transition-2023-04-26/
https://www.sei.org/featured/understanding-10-transboundary-climate-risks/
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/half-global-population-saw-all-time-record-temperatures-over-past-decade/


 Unprecedented heat extremes "could occur in every region worldwide". (CarbonBrief) 

 Reflections on IPCC AR6 synthesis report: adaptation, loss and damage. (SEI) 

 Lawmakers vote to extend EU methane emissions rules to gas imports. (EP, Euractiv) 

 EU directive on gas and hydrogen networks. A briefing. 

 Recast EU regulation on gas and hydrogen networks. A briefing. 

 Planned LNG terminals could account for 32% of EU CO2 emissions. (Greenpeace) 

 Germany considers withdrawing support for EU Buildings Directive. (Euractiv) 

 Ecodesign rules for space and water heaters - a turning point for home heating (Q&A) (ECOS, 
EEB) 

 Air pollution across Europe still not safe, especially for children. A new report. (EEA, The 
Guardian, ClientEarth) 

 Time for a fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty. (META) 

 'Cap and Share': a proposal for a fair fossil fuel phase-out. (META) 

 Carbon capture and storage: Frequently asked questions. (CIEL) 

 Belgian supermarkets make clear why EU should shelve 'carbon neutral' claims. (Carbon 
Market Watch) 

 Orgalim on the proposed new regulation on packaging and packaging waste. 

 Analysis from an environmental perspective of the proposed EU legal framework for 
pyrolysis and gasification. (Zero Waste Europe) 

 Critical raw materials law: a good start, but sharper safeguards and a global approach are 
missing to make it work. (Julia Poliscanova) 

 The Critical Raw Materials Act should address supply issues in line with European values. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 How to guarantee green batteries in Europe. A report. (Transport & Environment) 

 Demand for electric cars is booming, with sales expected to rise 35% this year after a record 
in 2022. (IEA, CarbonBrief) 

 The impact of sustainable mobility transition policies on cumulative urban transport 
emissions and energy demand. An article. 

 Fit for 55: Parliament and Council reach agreement on greener aviation fuels. (Euractiv, EP, 
Transport & Environment, Commission, Council, Euractiv)  

 EU pledge to ban most toxic chemicals fails - NGOs. (EEB, EEB, The Guardian) 

 Six countries call for ambitious measures to stop microplastics pollution. (Euractiv) 

 Bitcoin is terrible for the environment - can it ever go green? (The Guardian) 

 The road to a just transition. A comparative analysis of territorial just transition plans. (FEPS) 

 Fit for 55 and implications for climate disputes in the EU. (Emily Bradeen) 

 Pressure points for climate disputes in EU corporate governance reforms. (Tiffanie Chan) 

 Here's how law leads non-state actors to decarbonise. (Laura Clarke) 

 German conservatives question EU green reporting rules in call for less red tape. (Euractiv) 

 EU lawmakers take position on due diligence rules ahead of key plenary vote. (Euractiv, 
ECCJ, E3G, WWF, ClientEarth) 

 Legal framework for impact: Briefing for policymakers. (PRI) 

 Q&A: Did the World Bank and IMF spring meetings help scale up climate finance? 
(CarbonBrief) 

 Finance at nature's frontier. (LSE) 

 Enforcement struggles to take root in deforestation regulation. (META) 

 Forests in the Nature Restoration Act. A briefing. (CAN Europe) 

 Biodiversity targets falling out of reach, but not all is lost (WEF) 

 As legal frameworks for ocean and biodiversity protection increase, what can investors do? 
(Unepfi) 

 How land use determines CO2 emissions around the world. (CarbonBrief) 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/unprecedented-heat-extremes-could-occur-in-any-region-globally/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/reflections-ipcc-ar6-synthesis-report-adaptation-loss-and-damage/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230424IPR82039/meps-vote-to-boost-methane-emission-reductions-from-the-energy-sector
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/lawmakers-vote-to-extend-eu-methane-emission-rules-to-gas-imports/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)729303
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)729302
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46646/planned-lng-terminals-could-cause-32-of-eus-co2-emissions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/berlin-considers-withdrawing-support-for-eu-buildings-directive/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/ecodesign-rules-for-space-and-water-heaters-a-watershed-moment-for-domestic-heating-qa/
https://eeb.org/the-eu-could-take-a-step-towards-its-2050-climate-target-if-new-ecodesign-rules-phase-out-sales-of-fossil-fuel-boilers/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/air-pollution-levels-across-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/24/europe-failing-its-children-on-air-pollution-eea-says
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/24/europe-failing-its-children-on-air-pollution-eea-says
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/all-european-children-at-high-risk-from-air-pollution-data-reveals-parents-urge-action/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/04/19/time-for-a-fossil-fuel-non-proliferation-treaty/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/04/26/fossil-fuel-phase-out/
https://www.ciel.org/reports/carbon-capture-and-storage-frequently-asked-questions/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2023/04/27/belgian-supermarkets-highlight-why-eu-must-shelve-carbon-neutral-claims/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2023/04/27/belgian-supermarkets-highlight-why-eu-must-shelve-carbon-neutral-claims/
https://orgalim.eu/position-papers/green-transition-orgalim-recommendations-proposal-new-regulation-packaging-and
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/library/analysis-jrc-study-pyrolysis-and-gasification/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/critical-raw-materials-act-a-good-start-but-sharper-safeguards-and-global-thinking-is-missing-to-make-it-work/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-critical-raw-materials-act-must-tackle-supply-problems-in-line-with-european-values/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/how-to-guarantee-green-batteries-in-europe/
https://www.iea.org/news/demand-for-electric-cars-is-booming-with-sales-expected-to-leap-35-this-year-after-a-record-breaking-2022
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explosive-growth-means-one-in-three-new-cars-will-be-electric-by-2030-iea-says/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-37728-x
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/support-grows-among-member-states-for-waste-biofuels-aviation-cap/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/nl/press-room/20230424IPR82023/fit-for-55-parliament-and-council-reach-deal-on-greener-aviation-fuels
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-agrees-to-worlds-largest-green-fuels-mandate-for-aviation/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2389
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/04/25/council-and-parliament-agree-to-decarbonise-the-aviation-sector/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/deal-struck-to-make-sustainable-jet-fuels-mandatory-for-all-eu-flights/
https://eeb.org/eu-pledge-to-ban-most-toxic-chemicals-is-failing-ngos/
https://eeb.org/library/a-roadmap-to-nowhere-the-eus-bold-plan-to-quit-the-most-harmful-chemicals-is-a-year-old-we-assess-its-effectiveness/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/25/eu-plan-to-ban-up-to-7000-dangerous-chemicals-failing-badly-says-study
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/six-countries-call-for-ambitious-measures-to-stop-microplastics-pollution/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/apr/26/bitcoin-mining-climate-crisis-environmental-impact
https://feps-europe.eu/publication/the-road-to-a-just-transition/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/fit-for-55-and-implications-for-climate-litigation-in-the-eu/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/pressure-points-for-climate-litigation-in-eu-reforms-to-corporate-governance/
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/opinion-this-is-how-law-leads-non-state-actors-to-decarbonise/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/german-conservatives-query-eu-green-reporting-rules-in-call-to-cut-bureaucracy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-lawmakers-adopt-due-diligence-rules-position-ahead-of-key-plenary-vote/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/mep-vote-stops-just-short-of-real-justice-for-victims-of-corporate-exploitation/
https://www.e3g.org/news/climate-transition-plans-for-companies-closer-to-becoming-a-rule-in-the-eu/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?10155966/MEPs-move-closer-to-holding-companies-accountable-for-profiting-from-destroying-the-planet
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/eu-parliament-committee-votes-to-strengthen-new-corporate-due-diligence-rules-but-cracks-remain-clientearth/
https://www.unpri.org/a-legal-framework-for-impact/legal-framework-for-impact-briefing-for-policy-makers/11378.article
https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-did-world-bank-and-imf-spring-meetings-help-to-scale-up-climate-finance/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/finance-at-the-nature-frontier/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/04/19/enforcement-struggles-to-take-root-in-deforestation-regulation/
https://caneurope.org/forests-in-the-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/04/biodiversity-targets-are-slipping-out-of-reach-but-all-is-not-lost/
https://www.unepfi.org/themes/ecosystems/legal-frameworks-for-the-preservation-of-the-ocean-and-biodiversity-on-the-rise-the-role-investors-play/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-land-use-drives-co2-emissions-around-the-world/


 Commission updates agri-food marketing standards to better meet consumer needs and 
sustainability. (Commission) 

 More action needed in EU to reduce effects of chemical pesticides. A report. (EEA, The 
Guardian) 

 Leaked impact assessment shows 'promising' animal welfare legislation. (Euractiv) 

 MEPs question timetable Commission to adopt new animal welfare rules. (Euractiv) 

 Use of antibiotics in agriculture "puts human immune system at risk". (The Guardian) 

 MEPs agriculture call for cows to be excluded from emission reduction plans (Euractiv) 

 Ministers warn that EU pesticide reduction plan could jeopardise agricultural exports. 
(Euractiv) 

 Sustainable Food Systems Law - EU food policy coalition's recommendations for a 
meaningful transition. (Arc2020) 

 The growing influence of corporations in the governance of food systems, and how to 
counter it. A report. (IPES-Food) 

 Rural policy framework beyond 2020. (IEEP) 

 Strengthening multifunctional agriculture through digitisation: Insights from Europe and 
Japan. (Arc2020) 

 "Green colonialism": indigenous world leaders warn against western climate strategy. (The 
Guardian) 

 Deadly drought in Horn of Africa 'wouldn't have happened' without climate change. 
(CarbonBrief) 

 International agreements in progress - After Cotonou: Towards a new agreement with 
African, Caribbean and Pacific states. A briefing. 
 

Activities 

 2023-05-02 | The Swedish Presidency's race to enhance green competitiveness 

 2023-05-03 | Webinar | Achieving climate neutrality through corporate transition plans: 
taking a closer look at the CSDDD Directive 

 2023-05-03 – 2023-05-04 | European Conference on Connected and Automated Driving 

 2023-05-09 | Sustainable Investment Forum Europe 2023 

 2023-05-09 | Online | Understanding the Circular Economy: Measuring, modelling, and 
monitoring circular jobs. Launch of the ILO-Circle Economy-World Bank Initiative 

 2023-05-10 | Webinar | Transition plans in the banking sector: taking a closer look at the 
amendments to the CRD Directive 

 2023-05-11 | Online | Climate litigation: this time it's personal 

 2023-05-11 – 2023-05-12 | Hybrid | Extinction or Regeneration. Transforming food systems 
for human, animal and planetary health   

 2023-05-15 – 2023-05-17 | Hybrid | Beyond Growth. Pathways towards Sustainable 
Prosperity in the EU 

 2023-05-15 – 2023-05-17 | Raw Materials Summit 

 2023-05-23 | How to become sustainable? New perspectives for the transition of corporate 
and financial actors 

 2023-05-25 | Webinar | Towards a circular built environment: What role for the EU? 

 2023-05-25 – 2023-05-26 | The Future of Food Law 

 2023-05-30 | For a sustainable battery value chain in Belgium/Europe 

 2023-05-30 – 2023-06-02 | Hybrid | World Circular Economy Forum 2023 

 2023-06-08 | Standards: Driving the future of CleanTech in Europe 

 2023-06-08 | Online | CSRD Event & Compliance Academy 

 2023-06-14 | Hybrid | The do’s and don’ts of green claims 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2366
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/more-action-needed-in-the-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/26/eu-environmental-watchdog-criticises-calls-to-stall-pesticides-cut
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/26/eu-environmental-watchdog-criticises-calls-to-stall-pesticides-cut
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/leaked-impact-assessment-shows-promising-animal-welfare-legislation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/meps-question-commissions-timeline-to-adopt-new-animal-welfare-rules/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/apr/25/use-of-antibiotics-in-farming-endangering-human-immune-system
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/agriculture-meps-ask-to-exclude-cows-from-emission-cutting-plans/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/ministers-warn-eu-pesticide-cut-plan-could-jeopardise-agriculture-exports/
https://www.arc2020.eu/sustainable-food-systems-law-eu-food-policy-coalitions-recommendations-for-a-meaningful-transition/
http://www.ipes-food.org/pages/tippingthescales
https://ieep.eu/news/rural-policy-framework-post-2020/
https://www.arc2020.eu/uberisation-of-agri-food-workers-disneylandisation-of-farms-insights-from-europe-japan/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/apr/23/un-indigenous-peoples-forum-climate-strategy-warning
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/apr/23/un-indigenous-peoples-forum-climate-strategy-warning
https://www.carbonbrief.org/deadly-drought-in-horn-of-africa-would-not-have-happened-without-climate-change/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747105
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/The-Swedish-Presidencys-race-to~4fdb5c
https://live-online-events.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iXGaRf5wR5SNzEE3DtmEzQ#/registration
https://live-online-events.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iXGaRf5wR5SNzEE3DtmEzQ#/registration
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/events/european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-2023-05-03_en
https://www.unepfi.org/industries/investment/sustainable-investment-forum-europe-2023/
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/understanding-the-circular-economy-measuring-modelling-and-monitoring-circular-jobs-launch-of-the-ilo-circle-economy-world-bank-initiative/
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/understanding-the-circular-economy-measuring-modelling-and-monitoring-circular-jobs-launch-of-the-ilo-circle-economy-world-bank-initiative/
https://live-online-events.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cz-QtSXySTalI4F_TzCujA#/registration
https://live-online-events.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cz-QtSXySTalI4F_TzCujA#/registration
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/conference/climate-litigation-time-its-personal
https://www.extinctionconference.com/event/8b5c7ac3-d913-464c-81b2-df7eabd85d92/summary
https://www.extinctionconference.com/event/8b5c7ac3-d913-464c-81b2-df7eabd85d92/summary
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.eitrmsummit.com/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20230523-how-to-become-sustainable-new-perspectives-for-the-transition-of-corporate-and-financial-actors/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20230523-how-to-become-sustainable-new-perspectives-for-the-transition-of-corporate-and-financial-actors/
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/Towards-a-circular-built-environment~4fecf0
https://www.wur.nl/en/show/conference-may-25-and-26-2023-the-future-of-food-law.htm
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20230530-for-a-sustainable-battery-value-chain-in-belgium-europe/
https://wcef2023.com/
https://www.cencenelec.eu/news-and-events/events/2023/2023-06-08-stakeholder-workshop-cleantech/
https://www.agoria.be/en/finance/agenda/csrd-event-compliance-academy
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/the-dos-and-donts-of-green-claims-join-ecos-annual-conference/


 2023-06-20 – 2023-06-21 | Second International Conference on New Pathways for a Just and 
Inclusive Energy Transition: Connecting Multiple Stakeholders and Levels 

 2023-06-21 | Inclusive energy services to fight energy poverty and empower citizens 

 2023-06-27 | Integrated thinking for a climate-resilient Europe 

 2023-06-29 | Hybrid | Global Trends in Climate Litigation 

 2023-07-06 – 2023-07-07 | Hybrid | Risk Management in Times of Digital and Circular 
Economy 

 2023-07-11 – 2023-07-12 | Max Planck Climate Conference for a Sustainable Anthropocene 

 2023-07-13 – 2023-07-14 | Hybrid | 5th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance 

 2023-07-19 | Tackling energy poverty for a just transition 
 

Commission documents 

 2023-05-17 | Measures to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment (tbc) 

 2023-05-24 | European Semester spring package 

 2023-06-07 | Sustainable agri-food systems and use of resources / - Soil Health Law / - 
Regulation on plants produced by new genomic techniques / - Revision of food waste and 
textiles aspects of the EU waste framework Directive / - Revision of legislation on seeds and 
other plant and forest reproductive material 

 2023-06-13 | Screening and registration of asbestos in buildings | Social economy package  / 
- Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions / - 
Legislative initiative on cross-border activities of associations | Regulation on environmental, 
social and governance ratings 

 2023-06-21 | Digital mobility package / - Multimodal digital mobility services / - A common 
European mobility data space | Greening transport package 

 2023-06-28 | 2023 Strategic foresight report 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://energy-cities.eu/event/inclusive-energy-services-to-fight-energy-poverty-and-empower-citizens/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/integrated-thinking-for-a-climate-resilient-europe/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/2023/06/202306291830/climate
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
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