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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 Climate talks take place in Bonn. (Euractiv, ENB, The Guardian, The Guardian, Climate Home 
News, Euronews) 

 Countries have not yet reached agreement to put fossil fuel phase-out on COP28 agenda. 
(The Guardian, Euractiv) 

 Global greenhouse gas emissions at record high, according to research. (The Guardian) 

 Climate scientists conclude that it is now too late to save Arctic summer ice. (The Guardian) 

 Warming oceans broke new record in May, EU scientists report. (Euractiv) 

 Energy sufficiency, a French political concept still misunderstood in Europe. (Euractiv) 

 Redefining business models for the energy transition: Social innovation and sustainable 
value creation in the European energy system. An article. 

 Accelerating the energy transition in European cities. (Mark Watts) 

 Wind and solar power overtake fossil fuels in EU with energy transition in hyperdrive. 
(Euronews) 

 Digitalisation of electricity systems is crucial for clean energy transition and security in 
developing markets, but investment lags. (IEA) 

 Doubling global progress on energy efficiency by 2030 is an important step in efforts to 
achieve net zero emissions. (IEA) 

 Net zero needs a new narrative for energy efficiency. (Dan Jørgensen and Kim Fausing) 

 The world can move to zero-carbon energy systems. Here's how. (WEF) 

 Carbon capture and storage is 'not a free lunch', warns climate leader (The Guardian) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/fossil-fuelled-climate-talks-begin-with-spotlight-on-oil-chief/
https://enb.iisd.org/bonn-climate-change-conference-sbi58-sbsta58
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/02/window-closing-cop28-change-course-climate-dubai
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/05/countries-must-put-aside-national-interests-for-climate-crisis-un-says
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/06/05/climate-adaptation-global-goal-bonn-climate-talks-sb58/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/06/05/climate-adaptation-global-goal-bonn-climate-talks-sb58/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/06/06/a-warm-up-to-cop28-un-climate-talks-kick-off-in-germany-with-no-final-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/07/un-climate-talks-might-avoid-fossil-fuel-phase-out-says-cop28-official
https://www.euractiv.com/section/coal/news/emirati-cop28-chief-recognises-reduction-of-fossil-fuel-use-inevitable/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/08/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-at-all-time-high-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/06/too-late-now-to-save-arctic-summer-ice-climate-scientists-find
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/global-ocean-heating-broke-new-record-in-may-eu-scientists-report/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/energy-sufficiency-the-french-political-concept-that-is-still-misunderstood-in-europe/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623001743
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/accelerating-the-energy-transition-in-european-cities/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/06/08/wind-and-solar-overtake-fossil-fuels-in-the-eu-as-energy-transition-hits-hyperdrive
https://www.iea.org/news/power-system-digitalisation-is-crucial-for-clean-energy-transitions-and-security-in-developing-markets-but-investment-is-lagging
https://www.iea.org/news/doubling-global-pace-of-energy-efficiency-progress-by-2030-is-key-step-in-efforts-to-reach-net-zero-emissions
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/net-zero-needs-a-new-narrative-for-energy-efficiency/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/06/carbon-free-electricity-just-transition/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/06/carbon-capture-and-storage-is-no-free-lunch-warns-climate-chief-hoesung-lee


 Who buys greenhouse gas removal credits and does it matter? (LSE) 

 500,000 missing workers: heat pump industry tries to attract more women. (Euractiv) 

 Organisations draw up heat pump acceleration plan to give to EU Commission. (EHPA) 

 Key EU lawmaker: Europe "must remain at the forefront" of heat pump production. 
(Euractiv) 

 Four key hurdles for would-be owners of heat pumps in Europe. (Euractiv) 

 EU green renovation wave faces backlash. (Politico) 

 Q&A - Germany debates phasing out fossil fuel heating systems (CEW) 

 Building products law threatens to make 'carbon-neutral EU' a utopia. (META) 

 New EU regulatory framework for batteries: setting sustainability requirements. A briefing. 

 Many EU member states risk failing to meet waste recycling targets. (EEA) 

 Commission recommends measures to boost recycling in 18 member states at risk of failing 
to meet waste targets. (Commission) 

 Packaging and packaging waste regulation. An NGO response. (EEB) 

 UN plastic treaty talks end with mandate for first draft. (Euractiv, Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation, The Guardian) 

 Refrigerators and dishwashers wrapped in reusable plastic? Bad idea, says industry. 
(Euractiv) 

 'I see brand new TVs, here to be shredded': the truth about our electronic waste. (The 
Guardian) 

 'It looks like a dead pit': how Ghana became the dumping ground of fast fashion. (The 
Guardian) 

 Lost in transit: EU waste management fees don't track second-hand exports to Africa. 
(META) 

 Council and Parliament reach agreement on rollout of intelligent transport systems. 
(Council, Commission, Euractiv) 

 Global airlines target 'anti-aviation' Europe over green policies. (Euractiv) 

 Tyre wear - an underestimated source of air pollution that needs to be addressed. (ECOS) 

 EU air quality law not in line with WHO air pollution limits. (Alex Keynes) 

 Berlin launches €50bn 'climate contracts' for industry. (Euractiv) 

 EU response to US inflation law (IRA). A report. 

 100 cleantech projects are presented in the EU parliament. (Euractiv) 

 Parliament could scrap 'strategic' clean technology label in Net-Zero Industry Act. (Euractiv) 

 What toll is the AI industry taking on the environment? (The Guardian) 

 A climate perspective on the European Commission's proposals to reform the EU's economic 
governance framework. (CAN Europe) 

 Global Witness on the due diligence proposal. (Global Witness) 

 OECD updates guidelines on corporate due diligence. (Euractiv) 

 Commission threatens to backtrack on corporate sustainability reporting. (WWF) 

 Inclusive green finance: A new agenda for central banks and financial regulators. (LSE) 

 Green Deal: EU's Timmermans rules out 'pause' in green transition. (Euractiv) 

 Nature restoration and wind energy go hand in hand. Solar energy, nature's best friend. 
(WindEurope, SolarPower Europe) 

 Scientists support EU's Green Deal. (Oppla) 

 We cannot continue 'business as usual' for nature. (Bart Vandewaetere, Facundo 
Etchebehere, Fleming Voetmann and Tim Christophersen) 

 Solutions are being sought to save the Nature Restoration Act. (Reuters, Arc2020, Euractiv, 
Reuters, Fern, Euractiv) 

 Climate crisis: rich countries undermine work to help poor countries, research suggests. (The 
Guardian, Oxfam) 

https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/who-is-buying-greenhouse-gas-removal-credits-and-does-it-matter/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/500000-missing-workers-heat-pump-industry-looks-to-attract-more-women/
https://www.ehpa.org/press_releases/accelerator-launch/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/interview/bas-eickhout-mep-europe-needs-to-stay-ahead-of-the-game-on-heat-pump-manufacturing/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/four-key-hurdles-for-would-be-owners-of-heat-pumps-in-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eus-green-renovation-wave-faces-backlash/
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/qa-germany-debates-phaseout-fossil-fuel-heating-systems
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/06/07/construction-products-law-risks-turning-carbon-neutral-eu-into-a-pipedream/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)689337
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/many-eu-member-states
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_3105
https://eeb.org/library/packaging-and-packaging-waste-regulation-open-letter-and-factsheet/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/un-plastic-treaty-talks-end-with-mandate-for-first-draft/
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/clear-support-for-an-ambitious-treaty-showcased-at-inc-2
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/clear-support-for-an-ambitious-treaty-showcased-at-inc-2
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/06/first-steps-agreed-on-plastics-treaty-after-breakthrough-at-paris-talks
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/fridges-and-dishwashers-packed-in-reusable-plastic-bad-idea-industry-says/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/03/i-spot-brand-new-tvs-here-to-be-shredded-the-truth-about-our-electronic-waste
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/03/i-spot-brand-new-tvs-here-to-be-shredded-the-truth-about-our-electronic-waste
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/jun/05/yvette-yaa-konadu-tetteh-how-ghana-became-fast-fashions-dumping-ground
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/jun/05/yvette-yaa-konadu-tetteh-how-ghana-became-fast-fashions-dumping-ground
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/06/08/lost-in-transit-eu-waste-management-fees-fail-to-follow-second-hand-exports-to-africa/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/06/08/council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-on-the-roll-out-of-intelligent-transport-systems/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_3101
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/eu-takes-step-towards-digitising-road-transport-infrastructure/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/global-airlines-target-anti-aviation-europe-over-green-policies/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/tyre-wear-an-underestimated-source-of-air-pollution-that-needs-to-be-tackled-in-the-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/opinion/eus-air-quality-law-fails-to-align-with-who-air-pollution-limits/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/berlin-launches-e50-billion-climate-contracts-for-industry/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_IDA(2023)740087
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/100-clean-tech-projects-to-be-presented-in-the-eu-parliament/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/parliament-considers-scrapping-strategic-clean-tech-label-in-eus-net-zero-industry-act/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/jun/08/artificial-intelligence-industry-boom-environment-toll
https://caneurope.org/european-commissions-reform-economic-governance-framework/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/five-wins-our-campaign-law-hold-companies-account/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/oecd-updates-corporate-due-diligence-guidelines/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?10678466/The-Commission-risks-backtracking-on-corporate-sustainability-reporting
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/inclusive-green-finance-a-new-agenda-for-central-banks-and-financial-supervisors/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/green-deal-eus-timmermans-rules-out-break-in-the-green-transition/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/nature-restoration-and-wind-energy-go-hand-in-hand/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-solar-nature-s-best-friend-1
https://oppla.eu/scientists-support-eus-green-deal
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/we-cannot-move-forward-with-business-as-usual-for-nature/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/we-cannot-move-forward-with-business-as-usual-for-nature/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-lawmakers-draft-deal-attempt-rescue-nature-law-2023-06-07/
https://www.arc2020.eu/rewetting-survives-natura-2000-areas-ringfenced-in-environment-committee-text/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-countries-aim-for-june-deal-on-beleaguered-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-offers-tweaks-contested-nature-law-bid-support-document-2023-06-08/
https://www.fern.org/publications-insight/europes-nature-restoration-law-dont-let-it-fall-at-the-first-hurdle/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/nature-restoration-commission-supplies-negotiators-with-line-of-defence/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/05/climate-crisis-rich-nations-undermining-work-to-help-poor-countries-research-suggests
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/05/climate-crisis-rich-nations-undermining-work-to-help-poor-countries-research-suggests
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org/resources/climate-finance-shadow-report-2023-621500/


 Rich world leaders fail to commit to global finance summit in Paris. (Climate Home News) 

 Innovative financial instruments and their potential to finance climate adaptation in 
developing countries. (IISD) 

 Governments must deliver on biodiversity promises. (Ellen Johnson Sirleaf) 

 Right to exist: The campaign to give nature legal status. (Politico) 

 Leading MEP wants to question pesticide companies over withheld toxicity studies. 
(Euractiv) 

 Palm oil and the EU law against deforestation: why the backlash? (Giorgio Budi Indrarto) 

 Last call for a sustainable food system. (META) 

 WTO boss dives into global quagmire carbon pricing. (Politico) 

 EU wants to prioritise Mercosur deal, closer ties with Latin America (Euractiv) 

 Rethink, reform, rebuild: 7 steps to save the Amazon. (The Guardian) 

 Access to basic energy lags behind renewable opportunities shows new report. (IRENA) 

 How green Europeans can cure the Earth's climate blues. (Mats Engström) 

 Rich countries with high greenhouse gas emissions could pay $170 trillion in climate 
reparations. (The Guardian, Nature)  

 UN report identifies actions to achieve sustainable development pathways. (IISD) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2023-06-13 | Hybrid | Generative AI - What is the cost for the information industry? 

 2023-06-13 | Social protection as facilitator of the green transition – do we need a European 
Eco-Social Model 2.0? 

 2023-06-14 | Hybrid | The do’s and don’ts of green claims 

 2023-06-15 | Online | From Guide to Action: Strengthening the Role of Ministries of Finance 
in Driving Climate Action 

 2023-06-15 | How can the EU develop a viable recycling chain for rare earths? 

 2023-06-19 | Towards more resilient, inclusive and sustainable supply chains 

 2023-06-20 | Online | Food for Thought - How can we reshape our food systems for a 
sustainable future? 

 2023-06-20 | Remote work: fundamental questions and the way forward 

 2023-06-20 – 2023-06-21 | Second International Conference on New Pathways for a Just and 
Inclusive Energy Transition: Connecting Multiple Stakeholders and Levels 

 2023-06-21 | Inclusive energy services to fight energy poverty and empower citizens 

 2023-06-26 | Online | CAP reform - Is 'social conditionality' the answer for agri-workers? 

 2023-06-27 | Integrated thinking for a climate-resilient Europe 

 2023-06-27 | Hybrid | What are the challenges and opportunities for a European 'hydrogen 
corridor'? 

 2023-06-28 | Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation - How can we make it work? 

 2023-06-29 | Hybrid | Global Trends in Climate Litigation 

 2023-07-04 | Hybrid | How can a shift to a circular economy in the EU contribute to a 
climate-neutral Europe? 

 2023-07-06 – 2023-07-07 | Hybrid | Risk Management in Times of Digital and Circular 
Economy 

 2023-07-11 – 2023-07-12 | Max Planck Climate Conference for a Sustainable Anthropocene 

 2023-07-13 – 2023-07-14 | Hybrid | 5th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance 

 2023-07-19 | Tackling energy poverty for a just transition 

 2023-07-19 – 2023-07-20 | Oxford Sustainable Finance Summit 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/06/08/rich-worlds-leaders-fail-to-commit-to-paris-global-financing-summit/
https://www.iisd.org/publications/report/financial-instruments-climate-change-adaptation
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/rich-countries-must-deliver-on-biodiversity-cop15-commitments-by-ellen-j-sirleaf-2023-06
https://www.politico.eu/article/right-to-exist-conservationist-campaign-give-nature-legal-status/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/leading-mep-wants-to-quiz-pesticide-firms-on-withheld-toxicity-studies/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/palm-oil-and-the-eus-anti-deforestation-law-why-the-backlash/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/06/05/last-call-for-a-sustainable-food-system/
https://www.politico.eu/article/wto-ngozi-okonjo-iweala-carbon-pricing-climate-change-trade/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/leak-eu-to-prioritise-mercosur-deal-establish-closer-ties-with-latin-america/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/05/rethink-reform-rebuild-7-steps-to-save-the-amazon
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2023/Jun/Basic-Energy-Access-Lags-Amid-Renewable-Opportunities-New-Report-Shows
https://www.socialeurope.eu/how-green-europeans-can-cure-earths-climate-blues
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/05/climate-change-carbon-budget-emissions-payment-usa-uk-germany
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-023-01130-8
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/un-report-identifies-actions-to-achieve-sustainable-development-pathways/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/generative-ai-what-is-the-cost-for-the-information-industry
https://www.etui.org/events/social-protection-facilitator-green-transition-do-we-need-european-eco-social-model-20
https://www.etui.org/events/social-protection-facilitator-green-transition-do-we-need-european-eco-social-model-20
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/the-dos-and-donts-of-green-claims-join-ecos-annual-conference/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/global-event-from-guide-to-action-strengthening-the-role-of-ministries-of-finance-in-driving-climate-action/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/global-event-from-guide-to-action-strengthening-the-role-of-ministries-of-finance-in-driving-climate-action/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/how-can-the-eu-develop-a-viable-recycling-chain-for-rare-earths/
https://www.ilo.org/brussels/meetings-and-events/WCMS_882977/lang--en/index.htm
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/food-for-thought-how-can-we-reshape-our-food-systems-for-a-sustainable-future
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/food-for-thought-how-can-we-reshape-our-food-systems-for-a-sustainable-future
https://www.etui.org/events/remote-work-fundamental-questions-and-way-forward
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://www.rug.nl/research/esrig/agenda/2022/conference-new-pathways?lang=en
https://energy-cities.eu/event/inclusive-energy-services-to-fight-energy-poverty-and-empower-citizens/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/cap-reform-is-social-conditionality-the-answer-for-agri-workers
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/integrated-thinking-for-a-climate-resilient-europe/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/what-are-the-challenges-and-opportunities-for-a-european-hydrogen-corridor
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/what-are-the-challenges-and-opportunities-for-a-european-hydrogen-corridor
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/packaging-and-packaging-waste-regulation-how-can-we-make-it-work
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/2023/06/202306291830/climate
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-can-a-shift-to-a-circular-economy-in-the-eu-contribute-to-a-climate-neutral-europe
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-can-a-shift-to-a-circular-economy-in-the-eu-contribute-to-a-climate-neutral-europe
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainability-related-risks/risk-management-times-digital-and-circular-economy-2023-07-06_en
https://law.mpg.de/event/max-planck-climate-conference-for-a-sustainable-anthropocene/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/5th-jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-july-2023-2023-07-13_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/tackling-energy-poverty-just-transition
https://sustainablefinance.ox.ac.uk/summit2023/


 2023-09-04 – 2023-09-08 | The evolution of spatial planning law for environmental 
protection and climate transition 

 2023-09-28 | IEA Critical Minerals and Clean Energy Summit 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2023-06-13 | Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions 
| Regulation on environmental, social and governance rating | Communication on a 
sustainable finance framework | Recommendation on transition finance 

 2023-06-28 | Joint Communication on climate change, environmental degradation, and 
security and defence 

 2023-07-05 | Food and biodiversity package / - Soil Health Law / - Regulation on plants 
produced by new genomic techniques / - Revision of food waste and textiles aspects of the 
EU waste framework Directive / - Revision of legislation on seeds and other plant and forest 
reproductive material | 2023 Strategic foresight report | Response to European citizens’ 
initiative: ‘Stop Finning – Stop the Trade!’ 

 2023-07-11 | Greening transport package | Response to European citizens’ initiative: ‘Save 
Cruelty-Free Cosmetics – Commit to a Europe without Animal Testing’ 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/12755
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/12755
https://www.iea.org/events/iea-critical-minerals-and-clean-energy-summit
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

