
BRIEFING | European Green Deal | Issue 161 | 25 August 2023 

 

 

 

General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 July was world's hottest month ever, climate scientists confirm (The Guardian) 

 Study shows tree line in mountains rising due to climate crisis (The Guardian) 

 Dry rivers in Europe jeopardise climate ambitions. (Politico) 

 Why we need a 2040 climate target. (Chiara Corradi) 

 Long-term strategies in a changing climate. A report. (SEI) 

 Measuring the success of climate adaptation. (CarbonBrief) 

 Executive Vice-President Timmermans steps down. Vice-President Šefčovič takes over his 
duties. Wopke Hoekstra likely to be new Dutch commissioner. (Commission, Politico, 
Euractiv, Politico, Climate Home News, Politico, Euractiv) 

 Campaigners threaten EU with lawsuit over climate policy. (CAN Europe, Reuters, Euronews) 

 Cross-border cooperation is key to building interconnected electricity systems of the future. 
(IEA) 

 From polluter to grid service provider: How your car can help the energy transition. (IRENA) 

 Co-simulation of a cellular energy system. An article. 

 EU countries' solar power targets for 2030 rise 63% - but reality outstrips ambition. 
(SolarPower Europe) 

 Empowering people - the role of local energy communities in the transition to clean energy. 
(IEA) 

 How can we maximise the social benefits of clean energy policies for low-income 
households? (IEA) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/08/july-2023-worlds-hottest-month-climate-crisis-scientists-confirm
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/19/mountain-treelines-rising-climate-crisis-study
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-dry-river-climate-change-ambitions-risk/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/why-we-need-a-2040-climate-target/
https://www.sei.org/publications/long-term-strategies-in-a-changing-climate/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-gauging-the-success-of-climate-change-adaptation/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4223
https://www.politico.eu/article/frans-timmermans-departure-brussels-leaves-unanswered-questions-eu-green-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-institutions/news/sefcovic-to-take-over-as-eus-green-tsar-as-timmermans-heads-for-dutch-elections/
https://www.politico.eu/article/frans-timmermans-quit-eu-climate-chief-return-dutch-politics/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/08/23/maros-sefcovic-gas-eu/
https://www.politico.eu/article/wopke-hoekstra-eu-commission-netherlands-timmermans-climate-action/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/dutch-to-nominate-foreign-minister-hoekstra-as-eu-commissioner/
https://caneurope.org/can-europe-and-glan-legally-challenge-european-commission-to-up-eu-climate-ambition/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/campaigners-threaten-eu-with-legal-action-over-climate-policy-2023-08-24/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/08/24/ngos-demand-review-of-insufficient-eu-emission-reduction-targets
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/co-operation-across-borders-is-key-to-building-interconnected-power-systems-of-the-future
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2023/Aug/How-your-car-can-help-power-the-energy-transition
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/16/17/6150
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/eu-countries-solar-targets-for-2030-jump-by-63-but-reality-still-outstrips-ambition
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/empowering-people-the-role-of-local-energy-communities-in-clean-energy-transitions
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/how-to-maximise-the-social-benefits-of-clean-energy-policies-for-low-income-households


 Germany misses net zero target by 2045 due to faltering climate efforts (Climate Home 
News, Euractiv) 

 New oil map: EU replaces Russian oil barrel for barrel as continent fails to reduce demand. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 How innovation in heat pumps can transform heating and cooling. (IRENA) 

 Phased renovation and the time perspective: What other metrics should be used to assess 
the climate optimality of renovation activities? An article. 

 Think tank says public money still flows to industry despite agreement to phase out 
'inefficient' subsidies. (The Guardian) 

 Fossil fuels are subsidised by $13 million a minute, says IMF. (IMF, The Guardian) 

 Speculators with carbon credits could lose billions if offsets deemed 'worthless' (The 
Guardian) 

 Commission adopts detailed reporting rules for transition phase of carbon border 
adjustment mechanism (CBAM). (Commission) 

 New EU carbon tariff: German industry slams bureaucratic burden. (Euractiv) 

 'We face dependence on China': EU fights to support green industry. (The Guardian) 

 Commodities regulation could reshape Green Transition, but more ambition is needed. (EEB) 

 The Critical Raw Materials Act: An EU attempt to combine quality and speed. (Julia 
Poliscanova) 

 Report: Embracing Circularity: A path for strengthening the Critical Raw Materials Act (CLG). 

 Standing up for the rights of communities in the rush for raw materials (META) 

 The impact of mining: how much raw materials do we really need? (META) 

 The Jeans Redesign Insights 2021-2023 report. (Ellen MacArthur Foundation) 

 Promoting the repair of consumer goods. A briefing. 

 Not OK computers - where ICT waste ends and policy begins. (ECOS) 

 33 organisations to European Commission: 'We need to extend the life of all electronics'. 
(EEB) 

 European Parliament votes for ambitious eco-design rules that bring us closer to a circular 
economy (ECOS) 

 How Kenya and the EU can close the loop on textiles. (ECDPM) 

 Circular economy in SMEs in the European Union: Multi-level implications for sustainability. 
An article. 

 Clean and lean: Demand for battery metals for the electrification of cars, vans and buses. A 
study. (Transport & Environment) 

 Smaller cars could reduce demand for critical metals by almost a quarter. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Provisions for transport fuels in the European Union's finalised 'Fit for 55' package. A 
briefing. (ICCT) 

 Sustainable mobility for all. (Eltis) 

 The shocking extent to which people are encouraged to fly in Europe. (Greenpeace) 

 Climate action requires more pressure on aviation. (Carbon Market Watch) 

 European shipping will continue to rely on fossil fuels beyond 2050, study. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Risk of heat-related deaths 'increasing rapidly' in last 20 years. (CarbonBrief, Nature) 

 Pioneering Commission proposal to ban hormone-disrupting chemicals in toys should 
become law. (BEUC) 

 Why the EU should ban climate-neutral claims now. (Roberta Arbinolo) 

 Montana's historic climate ruling: three key conclusions. (The Guardian) 

 Europe's path to a new industrial policy. (META) 

 EU internal market's barriers to a just climate transition. (Olivier Hoedeman) 

https://climatechangenews.com/2023/08/22/germany-climate-plan-net-zero-emissions-fail/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/08/22/germany-climate-plan-net-zero-emissions-fail/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/costly-gap-germany-to-fall-significantly-short-of-eu-climate-targets/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/new-oil-map-eu-replaces-russian-oil-barrel-for-barrel-as-continent-fails-to-cut-demand/
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2023/Aug/How-Innovation-in-Heat-Pumps-Can-Transform-Heating-and-Cooling
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666955223000175
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/23/g20-poured-more-than-1tn-on-fossil-fuel-subsidies-despite-cop26-pledges-report
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2023/08/24/fossil-fuel-subsidies-surged-to-record-7-trillion
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/24/fossil-fuel-subsidies-imf-report-climate-crisis-oil-gas-coal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/24/carbon-credit-speculators-could-lose-billions-as-offsets-deemed-worthless-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/24/carbon-credit-speculators-could-lose-billions-as-offsets-deemed-worthless-aoe
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4186
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/new-eu-carbon-tariff-german-industry-slams-bureaucratic-burden/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/aug/16/facing-dependence-on-china-eu-battles-to-support-green-industry
https://eeb.org/raw-material-regulation/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-critical-raw-materials-act-eus-attempt-to-have-quality-and-speed/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-critical-raw-materials-act-eus-attempt-to-have-quality-and-speed/
https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/reports-evidence-and-insights/collections/reports/report-embracing-circularity-pathway-strengthening
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/08/03/aarhus-rights-in-the-critical-raw-materials-act/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/08/23/the-impact-of-mining-how-many-raw-materials-do-we-really-need/
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/the-jeans-redesign-insights-report-2021-2023-has-launched
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747455
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/not-ok-computers-where-ict-waste-ends-and-policy-begins/
https://eeb.org/library/we-need-to-extend-the-lifetime-of-all-electronics/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/european-parliament-votes-for-ambitious-ecodesign-rules-that-will-bring-us-closer-to-a-circular-economy-2/
https://ecdpm.org/work/how-kenya-and-eu-can-close-loop-textiles
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11205-023-03191-w
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/clean-and-lean-battery-metals-demand-from-electrifying-cars-vans-and-buses/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/smaller-cars-can-reduce-demand-for-critical-metals-by-almost-a-quarter/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/smaller-cars-can-reduce-demand-for-critical-metals-by-almost-a-quarter/
https://theicct.org/publication/fuels-fit-for-55-red-iii-jul23/
https://www.eltis.org/in-brief/news/making-sustainable-mobility-work-everyone
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46764/the-shocking-extent-people-are-encouraged-to-fly-in-europe/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2023/07/28/climate-action-requires-turning-up-the-heat-on-aviation/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/european-shipping-will-be-dependent-on-fossil-fuels-beyond-2050-study/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/european-shipping-will-be-dependent-on-fossil-fuels-beyond-2050-study/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/risk-of-heat-related-deaths-has-increased-rapidly-over-past-20-years/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-40599-x
https://www.beuc.eu/press-releases/groundbreaking-commission-proposal-ban-hormone-disrupting-chemicals-toys-must-become
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/why-the-eu-should-ban-climate-neutral-claims-now/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/aug/20/what-happened-montana-climate-trial-decision
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/08/09/europes-path-to-revive-industrial-policy/
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2023/07/eus-single-markets-obstacles-just-climate-transition


 Implementing and delegated acts - CSRD. (Commission, Q&A, ECOS, WWF) 

 Big Six leadership lacks in action on climate reporting and audit. (ClientEarth) 

 EU due diligence proposal raises hopes for activists, worries foreign companies. (Euractiv) 

 What does Article 2.1(c) of the Paris Agreement mean for central banks? (LSE) 

 European Central Bank fails with own climate action plan. (Greenpeace) 

 Climate-related systemic risks and macroprudential policy. A report. (LSE) 

 European Parliament regulation on fossil fuel risks to insurers falls short. (WWF) 

 The importance of global cooperation on green taxonomies. (Bloomberg) 

 Countries launch biodiversity fund to protect nature. (DW, WWF) 

 Exploring policy options for financing nature restoration in the next MFF (IEEP) 

 Developed countries urgently need to give money to developing countries on the front line 
of biodiversity crisis, says WWF. (WWF) 

 Top environmental fund manager calls on countries to discourage activities that 'destroy' 
nature. (Politico) 

 Tropical forests face 'massive leaf death' due to global warming, according to research. (The 
Guardian, CarbonBrief) 

 Will the EU achieve its green agriculture ambitions before the 2024 elections? (Euractiv) 

 Dispute over 'veggie burger' name settled by EU court ruling. (Euractiv)  

 EU protein strategy. A briefing. 

 EU launches investigation into Indonesian biodiesel evading import duties. (Euractiv) 

 Rich countries 'trap' poor countries in fossil fuel dependence (The Guardian) 

 US wants to limit 'loss and damage' fund. (Climate Home News) 

 Mediterranean becomes a tinderbox: EU should focus on climate, not migration. (François 
Gemenne) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2023-09-04 – 2023-09-08 | The evolution of spatial planning law for environmental 
protection and climate transition 

 2023-09-05 | Hybrid | Sustainable future for European transport: levitating MagRail trains 
on existing railways 

 2023-09-06 | Hybrid | The EU's directive on corporate sustainability due diligence - Striking 
the right balance for business, consumers, investors? 

 2023-09-07 | Online | Human rights due diligence: how should investors identify and 
prioritise risks? 

 2023-09-19 – 2023-09-21 | Power to the Peatlands. European Peatland Conference 

 2023-09-20 | Hybrid | Navigating the Energy Transition - Implementing clean hydrogen 
initiatives in the EU 

 2023-09-20 | Transforming EU land use and the CAP: a post-2024 vision 

 2023-09-21 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #6: Freedom of Environmental 
Information 

 2023-09-21 | Hybrid | The EU's directive on corporate sustainability due diligence - Striking 
the right balance for business, consumers, investors? 

 2023-09-21 | What role will storage play in Europe's future energy system? 

 2023-09-21 | Online | Fueling the Future: Developing skills for the hydrogen revolution 

 2023-09-26 | How can district heating help meet EU climate neutrality targets? 

 2023-09-26 | Tackling the global climate crisis with local solutions 

 2023-09-28 | IEA Critical Minerals and Clean Energy Summit 

https://finance.ec.europa.eu/regulation-and-supervision/financial-services-legislation/implementing-and-delegated-acts/corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_23_4043
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/european-sustainability-reporting-standards-a-mixed-bag-for-promoting-sustainable-practices/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?11428966/Commission-undermines-standards-for-corporate-sustainability-reporting-under-industry-pressure
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/big-six-senior-leadership-missing-in-action-on-climate-reporting-and-audit/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-due-diligence-proposal-raises-hope-for-activists-worries-foreign-companies/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/what-does-article-2-1-c-of-the-paris-agreement-mean-for-central-banks/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46769/european-central-bank-fails-at-own-climate-action-plan/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/climate-related-systemic-risks-and-macroprudential-policy/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?11345841/EU-Parliament-Regulation-of-Fossil-Fuel-Risks-for-Insurers-Falls-Short
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/the-importance-of-global-cooperation-on-green-taxonomies/
https://www.dw.com/en/countries-launch-global-biodiversity-fund-to-protect-nature/a-66626500
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?9566966/WWF-applauds-the-adoption-of-the-Global-Biodiversity-Framework-Fund
https://ieep.eu/publications/exploring-policy-options-for-funding-nature-restoration-in-the-next-mff/
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?9519466/Developed-countries-must-urgently-provide-funding-to-developing-countries-on-the-frontline-of-the-biodiversity-crisis-says-WWF
https://www.politico.eu/article/top-environmental-fund-chief-carlos-manuel-rodriguez-calls-countries-stop-destroying-nature/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/23/tropical-forest-face-massive-leaf-death-global-heating-unable-conduct-photosynthesis-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/23/tropical-forest-face-massive-leaf-death-global-heating-unable-conduct-photosynthesis-study
https://www.carbonbrief.org/global-warming-could-push-tropical-forest-leaves-past-a-critical-temperature/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/will-the-eu-achieve-its-green-farming-ambitions-before-the-2024-elections/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/beef-over-veggie-burger-name-to-be-settled-by-eu-court-ruling/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)751426
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/eu-starts-probe-on-indonesian-biodiesel-avoiding-import-duties/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/aug/21/rich-countries-trap-poor-nations-into-relying-on-fossil-fuels
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/08/24/usa-loss-and-damage/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/mediterranean-is-becoming-a-tinderbox-eu-must-focus-on-climate-not-migration/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/mediterranean-is-becoming-a-tinderbox-eu-must-focus-on-climate-not-migration/
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/12755
https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PanelDetails/12755
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/creating-a-more-sustainable-future-for-european-transportation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/creating-a-more-sustainable-future-for-european-transportation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-eus-directive-on-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-striking-the-right-balance-for-business-consumers-investors
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-eus-directive-on-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-striking-the-right-balance-for-business-consumers-investors
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/human-rights-due-diligence-how-should-investors-identify-and-prioritise-risks/11607.article
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/human-rights-due-diligence-how-should-investors-identify-and-prioritise-risks/11607.article
https://sites.google.com/view/powertothepeatlands/home
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/navigating-the-energy-transition-implementing-clean-hydrogen-initiatives-in-the-eu
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/navigating-the-energy-transition-implementing-clean-hydrogen-initiatives-in-the-eu
https://ieep.eu/news/event-transforming-eu-land-use-and-the-cap-a-post-2024-vision/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/freedom-of-environmental-information
https://www.greendealnet.eu/freedom-of-environmental-information
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-eus-directive-on-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-striking-the-right-balance-for-business-consumers-investors
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-eus-directive-on-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-striking-the-right-balance-for-business-consumers-investors
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/what-role-will-storage-play-in-europes-future-energy-system
https://www.rug.nl/wubbo-ockels-school/calendar/2023/fueling-the-future-developing-skills-for-the-hydrogen-revolution
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-can-district-heating-help-meet-eu-climate-neutrality-targets
https://ieep.eu/news/event-tackling-the-global-climate-crisis-with-local-solutions/
https://www.iea.org/events/iea-critical-minerals-and-clean-energy-summit


 2023-09-28 – 2023-09-29 | Hybrid | Annual Conference on Law and Sustainable Finance in 
the EU 2023 

 2023-10-05 | Transformative pathways towards a new European eco-social model 

 2023-10-09 | Jongeren willen deel van de oplossing zijn - Les jeunes veulent faire partie de la 
solution 

 2023-10-10 | Online | Circular Diversity: Creative solutions to promote the re-use of second-
hand goods – Re-use Berlin 

 2023-10-11 | Boosting circularity and seeking industrial-urban symbiosis through local-
regional collaboration 

 2023-10-23 | Hybrid | Sustainable mines in my backyard? Analysis and debate on a 
controversial topic 

 2023-10-24 | Hydropower: a key player of the European energy transition 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 
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https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=1621b4b2af4d5cdbbc50063376ad9ebbf897d49900985253024093&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=131759
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=1621b4b2af4d5cdbbc50063376ad9ebbf897d49900985253024093&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=131759
https://www.etui.org/events/transformative-pathways-towards-new-european-eco-social-model
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20231009-jongeren-willen-deel-van-de-oplossing-zijn/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20231009-les-jeunes-veulent-faire-partie-de-la-solution/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20231009-les-jeunes-veulent-faire-partie-de-la-solution/
https://www.ecologic.eu/19315
https://www.ecologic.eu/19315
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/2023/sessions/4294
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/2023/sessions/4294
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20231023-conference-frdo-cfdd-sustainable-mines-around-me-analysis-and-debate-on-a-controversial-topic/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20231023-conference-frdo-cfdd-sustainable-mines-around-me-analysis-and-debate-on-a-controversial-topic/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-hydropower-a-key-player-of-the-european-energy-transition
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

