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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2023. 

 

Current affairs 

 September 2023, by far the warmest on record. (Copernicus) 

 Climate crisis costs $16 million an hour in damage from extreme weather, according to 
research. (The Guardian) 

 Climate crisis is 'not gender neutral': UN calls for more policy focus on women. (The 
Guardian) 

 A global target to double efficiency is essential to keep net zero on the table. (IEA) 

 Climate commissioner must back ambitious EU methane regulation. (CAN Europe)  

 Human emissions made deadly South American heat 100 times more likely. (The Guardian) 

 More than 40% of Antarctica's ice shelves have shrunk since 1997 and almost half show "no 
signs of recovery", a study shows. (The Guardian) 

 Fossil fuel phase-out agreements at COP28 could become reality. (Oil Change International) 

 COP28 will be among the topics to be discussed at the council of environment ministers on 
16 October. 

 Key policy actions on sustainability for the Spanish presidency. (IEEP) 

 Renewable energy: Council adopts new rules. (Council, Commission) 

 50 NGOs call for accelerating the use of renewable energy sources that respect nature and 
the community. (EEB) 

 Electricity and solar sectors join forces to ready European grids for solar PV revolution. 
(SolarPower Europe) 

 France and Germany aim for energy agreement 'end of this month'. (Euractiv, Reuters) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2023_en
https://climate.copernicus.eu/september-2023-warmest-record-large-margin
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/09/climate-crisis-cost-extreme-weather-damage-study
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/oct/10/climate-crisis-is-not-gender-neutral-un-calls-for-more-policy-focus-on-women
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/oct/10/climate-crisis-is-not-gender-neutral-un-calls-for-more-policy-focus-on-women
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/a-global-target-to-double-efficiency-progress-is-essential-to-keep-net-zero-on-the-table
https://caneurope.org/joint-letter-climate-commissioner-must-support-ambitious-eu-methane-regulation/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/10/human-emissions-made-deadly-south-american-heat-100-times-more-likely
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/12/antarctica-has-lost-7-5tn-tonnes-of-ice-since-1997-scientists-find
https://priceofoil.org/2023/10/11/fossil-fuel-phase-out-agreements-at-cop28-can-be-a-reality/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2023/10/16/
https://ieep.eu/publications/key-sustainability-policy-actions-for-the-spanish-presidency/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/09/renewable-energy-council-adopts-new-rules/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://eeb.org/50-csos-call-for-renewables-acceleration-to-be-nature-and-community-inclusive/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/electricity-and-solar-industry-join-forces-to-get-europe-s-grids-ready-for-a-solar-pv-revolution
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/news/france-germany-to-aim-for-energy-accord-by-the-end-of-the-month/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-germany-close-eu-energy-market-reform-deal-le-maire-2023-10-12/


 A fairer energy system with energy communities. (Klervi Kerneïs) 

 Citizens call for sufficiency and regulation - A comparison of European citizen assemblies and 
national energy and climate plans. An article.  

 Assessing emissions related to European household spending and their impact on achieving 
carbon neutrality. An article. 

 German industry makes last attempt to save EU buildings law (Euractiv) 

 Energy Performance of Buildings Directive: Whole Life Carbon policy needed now. (EEB) 

 On shaky ground: EU energy performance of buildings law threatens to be watered down 
and delayed. (META) 

 EU's mutilated buildings directive is the price of democracy. (Euractiv) 

 European Parliament wants fair, flexible approach to efficient buildings legislation. (Ciarán 
Cuffe) 

 Definition of 'high-quality' recycling is central to EU packaging legislation. (Euractiv) 

 'Repairing is the new cool': how Amsterdam started a fashion revolution. (The Guardian) 

 Users' circular practices: Adopting a user stewardship perspective for a circular economy. An 
article. 

 Sustainable international business model innovations for a globalising circular economy: a 
review and synthesis, integrative framework and opportunities for future research. An 
article.  

 Euro 7: MEPs support new rules to reduce road transport emissions. (EP, Euractiv, Transport 
& Environment) 

 E-fuels cannot save Europe from Chinese electric vehicles. (Julia Poliscanova) 

 10 proposals to put European transport on the road to a safe, prosperous and climate-
neutral future. (Transport & Environment) 

 Understanding the policy integration challenges of sustainable urban mobility in the context 
of rapid decarbonisation. An article. 

 Green and safety groups sound alarm over US-style pick-up trucks in Europe. (Transport & 
Environment, Politico) 

 A 'carbon correction factor' is not about climate ambition or encouraging alternative fuels. 
Instead, it is an attempt to slow down the transition to zero-emission trucks. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Volvo Cars, Ford, Renault Group, Ikea and others call on new climate commissioner to keep 
his promise to electrify corporate fleets by 2030. (Transport & Environment) 

 RefuelEU aviation initiative: Council adopts new law to decarbonise aviation sector. (Council, 
Commission) 

 Better protection for consumers against harm from defective products. (EP) 

 Wastewater regulation: EU parliament prioritises access to medicines. (Euractiv) 

 Preventable yet everywhere: harmful chemicals in a variety of consumer products highlight 
need for stricter EU regulation. (BEUC) 

 EU quietly shelves REACH regulation on toxic chemicals. (Euractiv) 

 Microplastics discovered in clouds over two Japanese mountains. (The Guardian) 

 Briefing paper: Tackling PFAS in drinking water. (EEB) 

 Regulating eco-innovation in the European Union. An article. 

 Green industrial policy through a feminist lens. (META) 

 Highlights of GreenDeal-NET's biannual survey.  

 Behavioural spillovers unpacked: estimating the side effects of social norm nudges. An 
article. 

 How criminalisation is being used to silence climate activists worldwide. (The Guardian) 

 The climate law the fossil fuel industry doesn't want. (Global Witness) 

 Déjà vu: Financial sector and due diligence, in or out? (Richard Gardiner)   

https://www.socialeurope.eu/a-fairer-energy-system-with-energy-communities
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623003146?via%3Dihub
https://www.mdpi.com/2225-1154/11/10/203
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/german-industry-launches-last-minute-bid-to-salvage-eu-buildings-law/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-position-for-the-trialogues-on-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive-epbd/
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/10/09/on-shaky-ground-eus-building-energy-law-risks-dilution-and-delays/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eus-butchered-buildings-directive-is-the-price-of-democracy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/buildings/opinion/european-parliament-wants-fair-flexible-approach-to-efficient-buildings-law/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/buildings/opinion/european-parliament-wants-fair-flexible-approach-to-efficient-buildings-law/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/definition-of-high-quality-recycling-takes-centre-stage-in-eu-packaging-law/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2023/oct/11/repair-is-the-new-cool-how-amsterdam-started-a-fashion-revolution
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13162-023-00262-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41267-023-00652-9
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231009IPR06746/euro-7-meps-back-new-rules-to-reduce-road-transport-emissions
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/conservatives-and-liberals-combine-to-water-down-vehicle-pollution-standards/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/european-parliament-has-one-final-chance-to-act-on-dangerous-air-pollution-from-cars-vans-and-trucks/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/european-parliament-has-one-final-chance-to-act-on-dangerous-air-pollution-from-cars-vans-and-trucks/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/fuels/opinion/e-fuels-cannot-save-europe-from-chinese-electric-vehicles/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-elections-2024-full-speed-or-full-stop/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/374516294_Understanding_the_Policy_Integration_Challenges_of_Sustainable_Urban_Mobility_in_the_Context_of_Rapid_Decarbonisation
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/a-lethal-american-import-has-come-to-europe/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/a-lethal-american-import-has-come-to-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-monster-trucks-pickup-bring-american-death-rates-europe-roads-campaigners-warn/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/a-carbon-correction-factor-for-trucks-dont-be-fooled-by-the-oil-industrys-latest-con/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/a-carbon-correction-factor-for-trucks-dont-be-fooled-by-the-oil-industrys-latest-con/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/volvo-ford-ikea-and-others-call-upon-new-climate-commissioner-to-deliver-on-his-promise-to-electrify-corporate-fleets-by-2030/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/09/refueleu-aviation-initiative-council-adopts-new-law-to-decarbonise-the-aviation-sector/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231009IPR06725/better-protection-for-consumers-against-damages-by-defective-products
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/wastewater-regulation-eu-parliament-prioritises-access-to-medicines/
https://www.beuc.eu/press-releases/preventable-yet-everywhere-harmful-chemicals-found-all-kinds-consumer-products
https://www.euractiv.com/section/chemicals/news/eu-quietly-shelves-reach-regulation-on-toxic-chemicals/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/09/microplastics-clouds-study-mount-fuji-mount-oyama
https://eeb.org/library/briefing-paper-tackling-pfas-in-drinking-water/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09640568.2023.2263636
https://meta.eeb.org/2023/10/11/green-industrial-policy-through-a-feminist-lens/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Biannual-Research-Highlights-2
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/behavioural-spillovers-unpacked-estimating-the-side-effects-of-social-norm-nudges/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/12/how-criminalisation-is-being-used-to-silence-climate-activists-across-the-world
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/the-climate-law-the-fossil-fuel-industry-doesnt-want/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/deja-vu-financial-sector-and-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-in-or-out/


 The case for a green capital markets union. (Jorgo Chatzimarkakis) 

 What is net zero and what are the implications for financial regulation (Green Central 
Banking) 

 European companies struggle with investment challenges against the backdrop of tighter 
financial conditions and climate change. (EIB) 

 The World Bank says it will try to get governments to stop spending public money to make 
fossil fuels artificially cheap. (Climate Home News, Climate Home News) 

 Five major extinction risks for plants and fungi on Earth. A report. (CarbonBrief) 

 Politicians, not the public, driving U-turns on green agenda, says UN biodiversity chief (The 
Guardian) 

 Blue carbon: Challenges and opportunities to mitigate the climate and biodiversity crisis. A 
report. (IDDRI) 

 Commission backs down on glyphosate re-approval. (Arc2020, Greenpeace) 

 Renew glyphosate: A 'round-up' of how EU countries plan to vote. (Euractiv) 

 Link farm subsidies to performance, OECD tells EU. (Euractiv, OESO) 

 EU fails to transform food system despite environmental crisis (Arc2020) 

 Experts call for just and fair transition of industrial meat production and consumption. (SEI) 

 Doubts over legal compliance put Brazil’s soy exports to the EU at risk. (SEI) 

 New research shows that Latin America exports 40% of its extracted raw materials at the 
expense of the environment. (Circle Economy) 

 NGOs denounce 'blatant and inexcusable' US silence as countries pledge €8.8bn to Green 
Climate Fund. (Euronews)  

 Time for a course correction with climate finance measures on all fronts, says WWF. (WWF, 
Finance Ministers for Climate) 

 Clean cookers for Africa: The IEA's pitch to the EU for COP28. (Euractiv) 

 On the road to ('nowhere')? The SDGs halfway. (Werner Raza) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2023-10-16 | Online | Accelerating circular innovation in urban landscapes  

 2023-10-17 | Online | Local authorities’ policy toolkit to promote circular construction skills  

 2023-10-19 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #7: Public Participation in the EU and 
other legal frameworks 

 2023-10-19 | Online | Power-to-X and Sustainability, Skills and jobs & Benefits for 
communities  

 2023-10-23 | Hybrid | Sustainable mines in my backyard? Analysis and debate on a 
controversial topic 

 2023-10-24 | Aligning capital investment with the European Green Deal 

 2023-10-24 | Hydropower: a key player of the European energy transition 

 2023-10-24 | Online | Turning the tide on plastic waste and pollution: Driving a circular 
economy for plastics  

 2023-10-24 - 2023-10-25 | RE-energising Europe  

 2023-10-25 | EU Regulation on deforestation-free products – What implications for 
smallholders? 

 2023-10-25 | A circular economy powered by the Single Market: Key policies ahead of the 
EU elections  

 2023-10-26 | Online | The labour-environment nexus: Exploring new frontiers in labour law 

 2023-10-26 | Online | Power-to-X and Sustainability, Desalination & Carbon source  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-case-for-a-green-capital-markets-union/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/10/11/what-is-net-zero-financial-regulation/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/10/11/what-is-net-zero-financial-regulation/
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2023-367-europe-s-firms-navigate-investment-challenges-amid-tightening-financial-conditions-and-climate-change
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/10/11/world-bank-targets-dirty-subsidies-to-fund-climate-action/
https://climatechangenews.com/2023/10/12/saudi-arabia-russia-urge-world-bank-to-keep-funding-fossil-fuels/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/kew-report-five-key-extinction-risks-facing-the-worlds-plants-and-fungi/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/11/politicians-not-public-driving-green-uturns-says-un-biodiversity-chief-david-cooper
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/oct/11/politicians-not-public-driving-green-uturns-says-un-biodiversity-chief-david-cooper
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/other-publication/blue-carbon-challenges-and-opportunities-mitigate-climate
https://www.arc2020.eu/commission-doubles-down-on-glyphosate-re-authorisation/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/46812/commission-tries-to-extend-use-of-toxic-glyphosate-beyond-2023-greenpeace/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/glyphosate-renewal-a-round-up-of-how-eu-countries-plan-to-vote/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/tie-farming-subsidies-to-performance-oecd-tells-eu/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/policies-for-the-future-of-farming-and-food-in-the-european-union_32810cf6-en
https://www.arc2020.eu/eu-fails-to-deliver-on-food-system-transformation-in-face-of-environmental-collapse/
https://www.sei.org/about-sei/press-room/experts-call-for-just-and-fair-transition-away-from-industrial-meat-production-and-consumption/
https://www.sei.org/features/doubts-legal-compliance-put-brazils-soy-exports-at-risk/
https://www.circle-economy.com/news/latin-america-exports-40-of-its-extracted-resources-at-the-cost-of-environmental-degradation-new-study-finds
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/10/06/ngos-slam-glaring-and-inexcusable-silence-of-us-as-nations-pledge-88bn-to-green-climate-fu
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/climate_and_energy_practice/?9853391/coalition-finance-ministers-for-climate-action-WWF
https://www.financeministersforclimate.org/events/10th-ministerial-meeting
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/clean-cooking-stoves-for-africa-the-ieas-pitch-to-eu-for-cop28/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/on-the-road-to-nowhere-the-sdgs-at-half-time
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/1f77fc7c-8dd7-47e5-a2e2-ff8ad04948a8@3d754a10-40da-4586-9f38-23f96b6604a3
https://build-up.ec.europa.eu/en/news-and-events/events/local-authorities-policy-toolkit-promote-circular-construction-skills
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-7-Public-participation
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-7-Public-participation
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8300
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8300
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20231023-conference-frdo-cfdd-sustainable-mines-around-me-analysis-and-debate-on-a-controversial-topic/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20231023-conference-frdo-cfdd-sustainable-mines-around-me-analysis-and-debate-on-a-controversial-topic/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/events/aligning-capital-investment-with-the-european-green-deal/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-hydropower-a-key-player-of-the-european-energy-transition
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/turning-the-tide-on-plastic-waste-and-pollution-driving-a-circular-economy-for-plastics/11825.article
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/turning-the-tide-on-plastic-waste-and-pollution-driving-a-circular-economy-for-plastics/11825.article
https://ieecp.org/events/re-energising-europe/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-regulation-on-deforestation-free-products-what-implications-for-smallholders
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-regulation-on-deforestation-free-products-what-implications-for-smallholders
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/A-circular-economy-powered-by-the-Single~54964c
https://www.epc.eu/en/events/A-circular-economy-powered-by-the-Single~54964c
https://www.etui.org/events/labour-environment-nexus-exploring-new-frontiers-labour-law
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8300


 2023-10-26 | Pre-COP28: In conversation with Jacob Werksman  

 2023-10-27 | The European Climate Stocktake - EU and global progress towards the goals of 
the Paris Agreement  

 2023-10-27 | Status of implementation of the EU CBAM  

 2023-10-30 | Carbon Removal Certification Framework: What is next?  

 2023-11-02 | Hybrid | A net zero emissions future: how to make it a reality  

 2023-11-02 | Online | Power-to-X and Sustainability, Land-use & Stakeholder participation 

 2023-11-06 | Hybrid | The Common Agricultural Policy post-2027  

 2023-11-07 | Implementation and usability of the EU Taxonomy: What can the EU Platform 
on Sustainable Finance do?  

 2023-11-08 | Online | Crowdfunding as a driver for the EU's energy transition - What 
difference can it make? 

 2023-11-08 | Hybrid | Identifying the circularity gaps of the European Critical Raw Materials 
Act  

 2023-11-14 | Online | Analysing the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive - What are the 
implications for our forests?   

 2023-11-28 | Online | PFAS and the green transition - how can we strike a balance? 

 2023-11-29 | Hybrid | The oceans, the blue economy and implications for climate change 

 2023-11-30 | Online | Sustainable and Impact Investments International Conference  

 2023-11-30 | Hybrid | Towards a sustainable future - What is the potential of the EU’s 
bioeconomy?   

 

 

 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2023-10-17 | 2024 Commission work programme  

 2023-10-24 | European Wind Power Package / - Action Plan for the European Wind Power 
Package / - Communication on delivering EU offshore renewable energy strategy | Report on 
investments in clean technologies 

 2023-11-21 | European Semester autumn package | Forest monitoring framework 

 2023-11-29 | Mobility package / - A common European mobility data space / - Revision of 
package travel / - Review of Passenger’s rights framework 
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https://ercst.org/event/pre-cop28-in-conversation-with-jacob-werksman/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/events/european-climate-stocktake-eu-and-global-progress-towards-goals-paris-agreement-2023-10-27_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/events/european-climate-stocktake-eu-and-global-progress-towards-goals-paris-agreement-2023-10-27_en
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/status-of-implementation-of-the-eu-cbam/
https://ercst.org/event/carbon-removal-certification-framework-the-european-parliaments-position/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/a-net-zero-emissions-future-how-to-make-it-a-reality/
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8300
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/common-agricultural-policy-post-2027
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/implementation-and-usability-of-the-eu-taxonomy-what-can-the-eu-platform-on-sustainable-finance-do/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/implementation-and-usability-of-the-eu-taxonomy-what-can-the-eu-platform-on-sustainable-finance-do/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/crowdfunding-as-a-driver-for-the-eus-energy-transition-what-difference-can-it-make
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/crowdfunding-as-a-driver-for-the-eus-energy-transition-what-difference-can-it-make
https://ieep.eu/news/event-identifying-the-circularity-gaps-of-the-european-critical-raw-materials-act/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-identifying-the-circularity-gaps-of-the-european-critical-raw-materials-act/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/analysing-the-packaging-and-packaging-waste-directive-what-are-the-implications-for-our-forests
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/analysing-the-packaging-and-packaging-waste-directive-what-are-the-implications-for-our-forests
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/pfas-and-the-green-transition-how-can-we-strike-a-balance
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/the-oceans-the-blue-economy-and-implications-for-climate-change/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance/sustainable-and-impact-investments-international-conference-2023-11-30_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/towards-a-sustainable-future-what-is-the-potential-of-the-eus-bioeconomy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/towards-a-sustainable-future-what-is-the-potential-of-the-eus-bioeconomy
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

