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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 Comments on COP28: Adam Morton, Climate Home News, Climate Home News, 
CarbonBrief, Euronews, Reuters, SciencesPo, IDDRI, CarbonBrief, IEEP, E3G, CEO, Euronews, 
Stephen Minas, The Guardian, Nick Robins, The Conversation, Wuppertal Institut, Simone 
Tagliapietra, Giovanni Sgaravatti and Cecilia Trasi, The Guardian, The Guardian, Climate 
Home News, Euractiv, Climate Home News. 

 Meeting EU environmental targets by 2030 will be a challenge. A report. (EEA, Euractiv, 
Euractiv, IEEP) 

 Commission calls on member states to improve national energy and climate plans to 
collectively meet EU 2030 targets. (Commission, Euractiv) 

 Dialogue is an essential part of national energy and climate plans. (Various authors) 

 Highlights of climate action in 2023. (Commission) 

 COP28 commitments require improvements in solar energy supply chain. (Euractiv) 

 26 countries sign 'European wind charter' to protect EU industry. (Euractiv, WindEurope) 

 Understanding the cost of green hydrogen and recent market developments in Europe. 
(Agustin Roth, Andrea Dertinger, Bastian Lotz and Matthias Schimmel) 

 How sensitive are Europeans to loss of income due to climate policies? (Bruegel) 

 A people-driven plan to get out of Europe's energy price crisis: Tax profits, empower people, 
end energy poverty. (CAN Europe) 

 Strengthening global climate governance and international cooperation for energy-efficient 
buildings. An article. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/17/cop28-has-singled-out-fossil-fuels-as-the-climate-problem-but-do-leaders-have-the-will-to-act
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/12/15/how-russia-won-a-dangerous-loophole-for-fossil-gas-at-cop28/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/12/15/we-have-to-fix-unfairness-ten-takeaways-from-cop28/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-outcomes-for-food-forests-land-and-nature-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-dubai/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/12/18/greta-thunberg-slams-cop28-deal-as-toothless-insufficient-another-betrayal
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/cop28-deal-fossil-fuels-gives-impetus-just-transition-2023-12-18/
https://www.sciencespo.fr/psia/chair-sustainable-development/2023/12/18/cop28-the-future-of-fossil-fuels-a-historic-agreement-and-hopes-ahead/
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/long-and-winding-road-dubai-belem-cop28-end-beginning
https://www.carbonbrief.org/webinar-carbon-brief-journalists-discuss-cop28s-key-outcomes/
https://ieep.eu/news/europes-role-in-shaping-a-sustainable-future-reflecting-on-cop28/
https://www.e3g.org/news/trade-meets-cop28-an-uneasy-introduction/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2023/12/cop28-historic-outcome-whom
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/12/19/extreme-weather-is-turning-many-into-climate-migrants-how-does-it-feel-to-face-leaving-hom
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/cop28-puts-climate-ai-on-global-agenda/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/20/not-conducive-to-our-survival-pacific-islands-on-the-climate-frontline-respond-to-cop28-deal
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/cop28-the-irresistible-rise-of-the-just-transition/
https://theconversation.com/five-major-outcomes-from-the-latest-un-climate-summit-219655
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8414
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/europes-time-to-lead-on-climate-action/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/europes-time-to-lead-on-climate-action/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/20/not-conducive-to-our-survival-pacific-islands-on-the-climate-frontline-respond-to-cop28-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/20/threats-intimidation-creating-climate-of-fear-un-cop-events
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/12/20/countries-go-ahead-with-carbon-deals-despite-cop28-standoff/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/12/20/countries-go-ahead-with-carbon-deals-despite-cop28-standoff/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/sustainable-agriculture-did-cop28-deliver/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/12/21/sudans-cop28-delegates-really-hurt-by-silence-on-their-civil-war/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/meeting-eu-environment-policy-targets-by-2030-will-be-challenging
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europe-gets-bad-grades-on-meeting-environmental-targets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-off-track-to-meet-25-organic-target-by-2030-study-warns/
https://ieep.eu/news/latest-update-from-eea-shows-serious-challenges-to-green-deal-objectives/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6622
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-significantly-off-track-from-2030-climate-goal-commission-warns/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/dialogue-is-part-and-parcel-of-national-energy-and-climate-plans/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/climate-action-highlights-2023-2023-12-21_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/cop28-commitments-will-require-improvements-to-the-solar-supply-chain/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/26-countries-sign-european-energy-charter-to-shield-eu-industry/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/eu-governments-commit-to-take-urgent-actions-outlined-in-the-wind-power-package/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/making-sense-of-green-hydrogen-costs-and-recent-market-developments-in-europe/
https://www.bruegel.org/analysis/how-sensitive-are-europeans-income-losses-related-climate-policies
https://caneurope.org/a-people-powered-plan-to-exit-europes-energy-price-crisis/
https://rd.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12053-023-10177-7


 Brussels removes 'action plan' heat pumps from agenda. (Euractiv) 

 Packaging and packaging waste: Council adopts its negotiating position on new rules for 
more sustainable packaging in the EU. (Council, Euractiv, Zero Waste Europe, EEB) 

 Agreement on EU ban on waste exports hailed as end of 'waste colonialism'. (Euractiv) 

 The missing piece of the EU's Green Deal. The case for an EU raw materials law. (OVAM) 

 How the EU can ensure a sustainable supply of critical minerals. (Johanna Sydow) 

 Design for circularity in manufacturing industries – operationalisation and decision support. 
An article. 

 Euro 7: Deal on new EU rules to reduce road transport emissions. (EP, Council, Euractiv) 

 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T): Council and Parliament strike deal for 
sustainable connectivity in Europe. (Council, EP, Commission) 

 Half of global companies have cut their business flights in half since Covid. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Flying more than 10 hours for a 2-hour meeting? No, thank you. (Erin Vera) 

 The devil is in the details to meet EU green jet fuel targets. (Euractiv) 

 Calls to restrict heavily-polluting ships from landing at EU ports. (Euractiv) 

 Shipping emissions under the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme. A briefing. (ICCT) 

 New study shows 'forever chemicals' in tap water and food can cause cancer. (Euronews) 

 Promoting subjective well-being and sustainable lifestyles in children and young people by 
strengthening their personal psychological resources. An article. 

 The year Europe kicked its industrial strategy into gear. (Transport & Environment) 

 Charting a green and competitive future for Europe. (Egmont) 

 Implementing the 'Do No Significant Harm' principle in selected EU instruments. (JRC) 

 Environmental Crime Directive assessment: Small step for legal consequences, big step for 
political change. (EEB) 

 The Green Deal is dead. Long live the Green Deal! (William Todts)  

 2024: a year that will define the future. (Patrick ten Brink, Faustine Bas-Defossez and 
Christian Skriverik) 

 EU countries reach agreement on reform national spending rules. (Politico, Euractiv, 
Greenpeace, ETUC, Council) 

 Sustainable finance: Council agrees negotiating mandate for ESG ratings. (Council) 

 Greenwashing remains a concern for regulators, IOSCO report concludes. (Green Central 
Banking) 

 EU macro-prudential climate framework is 'timely and possible', says ECB. (Green Central 
Banking) 

 After Montreal: one year on, has the world delivered on its nature summit promises? (The 
Guardian) 

 Countries need to get out of first gear on nature. (WWF) 

 Halting biodiversity loss: EU outlines results 1 year after adoption of global plan for nature 
and people. (Commission) 

 Printable DNA to bird towers: 15 emerging problems for biodiversity by 2024. (The 
Guardian) 

 Root-and-branch reform: if carbon markets don't work, how do we save our forests? (The 
Guardian) 

 The need for an EU Blue Deal by 2024. (ETUI) 

 Commission proposes changing international status of wolves from 'strictly protected' to 
'protected' based on new data on increased populations and impacts. (Commission, 
ClientEarth, Politico, Euronews, EEB, WWF) 

 Human-caused extinction of bird species is twice as high as thought, according to research. 
(The Guardian) 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/buildings/news/brussels-takes-heat-pump-action-plan-off-the-agenda/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/18/packaging-and-packaging-waste-council-adopts-its-negotiating-position-on-new-rules-for-more-sustainable-packaging-in-the-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-countries-back-looser-reuse-targets-to-cut-packaging-waste/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/councils-position-on-packaging-rules-an-improvement-over-parliaments-stance-says-zero-waste-europe/
https://eeb.org/council-position-sparks-hope-for-packaging-law-ngos-call-on-institutions-for-stronger-commitment-to-prevention-and-reuse-in-trilogues/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-materials/news/deal-on-eu-trash-export-ban-hailed-as-end-of-waste-colonialism/
https://www.vlaanderen.be/publicaties/the-missing-piece-of-the-eu-green-deal-the-case-for-an-eu-resources-law
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/eu-must-improve-mining-industry-human-rights-and-environmental-record-by-johanna-sydow-2023-12
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344923005104
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231207IPR15740/euro-7-deal-on-new-eu-rules-to-reduce-road-transport-emissions
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/nl/press/press-releases/2023/12/18/euro-7-council-and-parliament-strike-provisional-deal-on-emissions-limits-for-road-vehicles/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/cars-spared-from-tighter-exhaust-standards-under-euro-7-deal/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/18/trans-european-transport-network-ten-t-council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-to-ensure-sustainable-connectivity-in-europe/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231213IPR15910/deal-on-new-guidelines-for-trans-european-transport-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6705
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/half-of-global-companies-have-cut-their-business-flights-in-two-since-covid/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/half-of-global-companies-have-cut-their-business-flights-in-two-since-covid/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/more-than-a-10-hour-flight-for-a-2-hour-meeting-no-thank-you/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biofuels/news/devil-in-the-details-to-reach-the-eus-green-jet-fuel-targets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/maritime/news/calls-to-restrict-heavily-polluting-ships-from-landing-at-eu-ports/
https://theicct.org/publication/shipping-emissions-under-eu-ets-dec23/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/12/20/forever-chemicals-in-tap-water-and-food-might-cause-cancer-to-spread-new-study-finds
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/1/134
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-year-europe-got-its-industrial-strategy-into-gear/
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/charting-a-green-and-competitive-future-for-europe/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC135691
https://eeb.org/library/environmental-crime-directive-assessment-small-step-for-legal-consequences-big-step-for-political-change/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-green-deal-is-dead-long-live-the-green-deal/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/2024-a-year-that-will-decide-the-future
https://www.socialeurope.eu/2024-a-year-that-will-decide-the-future
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-countries-reach-deal-on-national-spending-rules/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/explainer-the-complex-fiscal-rules-that-eu-finance-ministers-just-agreed-to/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46897/new-eu-debt-rules-slam-brakes-on-green-investments/
https://www.etuc.org/en/pressrelease/proposed-fiscal-rules-will-self-sabotage-eu-economies-and-would-make-workers-suffer
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/21/economic-governance-review-council-agrees-on-reform-of-fiscal-rules/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/20/sustainable-finance-council-agrees-negotiating-mandate-on-esg-ratings/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/12/20/greenwashing-regulators-iosco-report-finds/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/12/20/greenwashing-regulators-iosco-report-finds/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/12/20/eu-macroprudential-climate-framework-ecb/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2023/12/20/eu-macroprudential-climate-framework-ecb/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/18/cop15-montreal-has-world-lived-up-to-promises-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/18/cop15-montreal-has-world-lived-up-to-promises-aoe
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?10450466/GBF-one-year-anniversary
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/halting-biodiversity-loss-eu-outlines-achievements-1-year-after-adoption-global-plan-nature-and-2023-12-19_en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/18/printable-dna-to-bird-bashing-towers-15-looming-issues-for-biodiversity-in-2024
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/18/printable-dna-to-bird-bashing-towers-15-looming-issues-for-biodiversity-in-2024
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/19/five-ways-to-save-earths-forests-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/19/five-ways-to-save-earths-forests-aoe
https://www.etui.org/news/need-eu-blue-deal-2024
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6752
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/wolf-protection-rollback-a-sombre-omen-for-wildlife-protection-in-europe-lawyers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/green-campaigner-von-der-leyen-wolf-hunting-protected-environment/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/12/20/brussels-proposes-lighter-protection-for-europes-growing-wolf-population
https://eeb.org/sos-wolf-von-der-leyen-hands-out-early-christmas-gifts-to-her-political-family/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?12569916/Von-der-Leyen-sacrifices-conservation-successes-for-own-political-gain
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/19/human-driven-extincition-of-bird-species-twice-as-high-as-thought-study-says-aoe


 Digital agriculture in the EU needs clear socio-ecological guidelines. (Arc2020) 

 EU won't give up on trade deal with Latin America. (Politico)  

 EU-Kenya trade pact is 'most ambitious' on climate and labour rights. (Euractiv) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-01-15 – 2024-01-18 | Belgian Renovation Week: Innovation in Building Renovations  

 2024-01-18 |  Expert meeting: nature in tomorrow's education  

 2024-01-25 | Hybrid | It's in the news: we're decarbonising!  

 2024-01-29 | Beyond borders: how can the EU become a leader in consumption-based 
emissions reduction?  

 2024-01-30 | Webinar | Eco-social crisis and judicial activism  

 2024-02-07 | Webinar | Webinar on articles on methodology for climate risk stress testing 
and analysis of the financial impact of greenwashing controversies  

 2024-02-08 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #10: Strengthening EU Environmental Law  

 2024-02-10 | Online | The future of EU forests – A new EU Framework for Forest Monitoring 
and Strategic Plans  

 2024-02-19 – 2023-02-20 | Climate Extremes, Causes and Consequences  

 2024-02-21 – 2024-02-22 | Future of work: rethinking workers' rights in the digital age  

 2024-03-07 | Teach Up! 2030  

 2024-03-19 – 2023-03-20 | CEPR-NBB Joint Research Workshop on Reaching Net-Zero: 
Electricity Markets, Carbon Pricing, and Firms' Responses  

 2024-04-15 – 2024-04-18 | World Circular Economy Forum 2024  
 

 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2024-02-06 | 2040 climate target | Communication on industrial carbon management 

 2024-02-14 | Advanced materials for industrial leadership – A coordinated plan with 
Member States  
   

The next briefing will be published on Friday, 5 January 2024. 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 

in any way.  
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https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-eu-forests-a-new-eu-framework-for-forest-monitoring-and-strategic-plans
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https://teachup2030.be/
https://www.nbb.be/nl/events/cepr-nbb-joint-research-workshop-reaching-net-zero-electricity-markets-carbon-pricing-and
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