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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 State of the Climate: 2023 breaks records for surface temperature and ocean heat. 
(CarbonBrief, Green Central Banking) 

 'Out of all proportion': 2023 was the warmest year on record globally, US scientists confirm. 
(The Guardian) 

 Polish climate surprise puts pressure on EU to set ambitious 2040 target. (Politico, Euractiv, 
Euronews, Climate Home News)  

 EU Climate Advisory Council: focus on immediate implementation and continuous action to 
meet EU climate targets. (ESABCC, Euractiv, Reuters, Politico, Euronews, Greenpeace) 

 Azerbaijan appoints no women to 28-member climate commission COP29. (The Guardian, 
Euronews, Climate Home News) 

 How fossil fuels went from sidelines to leading role in climate negotiations. (Climate Home 
News) 

 Missing the mark: facing the prospect of more than 1.5°C. (SEI) 

 Bold climate action: new report reveals potential €1 trillion savings for EU. (CAN Europe) 

 On 15 January, there was an informal meeting of environment ministers. (BE, Euractiv, EEB) 

 Reduce emissions of fluorinated gases and ozone-depleting substances. (EP, Euractiv, 
Euractiv) 

 EU built a record 17 GW of new wind power by 2023 - wind now accounts for 19% of 
electricity generation. (WindEurope, Euractiv) 

 Lots of good news - and good numbers - in offshore wind again. (WindEurope) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.carbonbrief.org/state-of-the-climate-2023-smashes-records-for-surface-temperature-and-ocean-heat/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/01/12/2023-hottest-year-on-record/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/12/2023-hottest-year-record-us-scientists
https://www.politico.eu/article/poland-europe-green-deal-emissions-2040-target-urszula-zielinska/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/more-climate-and-an-end-date-for-coal-polands-new-green-tide-arrives-in-brussels/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/15/polands-new-government-commits-to-join-eu-fight-against-climate-change
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/16/polish-government-green-tide-arrives-in-brussels/
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/news/eu-climate-advisory-board-focus-on-immediate-implementation-and-continued-action-to-achieve-eu-climate-goals
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/climate-advisors-identify-main-gaps-in-eus-post-2030-climate-policy/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/climate-science-advisers-tell-eu-phase-out-fossil-fuels-2024-01-17/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-climate-report-card-agriculture-energy-nuclear-green-deal/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/18/climate-ambition-slipping-beyond-reach-without-urgent-action-scientists-warn
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46904/eu-climate-science-advisors-call-for-end-to-fossil-fuels/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/15/cop29-climate-summit-committee-appointed-with-28-men-and-no-women-azerbaijan
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/17/excluding-women-from-decision-making-campaigners-condemn-azerbaijans-all-male-cop29-commit
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/16/azerbaijan-appoints-fossil-fuel-execs-and-scandal-hit-officials-to-all-male-cop29-committee/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/17/how-fossil-fuels-went-from-sidelines-to-headlines-in-climate-talks/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/17/how-fossil-fuels-went-from-sidelines-to-headlines-in-climate-talks/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/missing-the-mark-facing-up-to-the-prospect-of-exceeding-1-5c/
https://caneurope.org/bold-climate-action-report-trillion-savings/
https://belgian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/adaptation-to-climate-risks-a-just-transition-and-the-circular-economy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/eu-countries-hold-first-exchange-on-2040-climate-target/
https://eeb.org/eeb-meets-the-environment-ministers/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16757/reducing-emissions-from-fluorinated-gases-and-ozone-depleting-substances
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/europe-quietly-bids-adieu-to-climate-wrecking-f-gases/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/european-parliament-agrees-on-updated-rules-to-phase-out-f-gases/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/the-eu-built-a-record-17-gw-of-new-wind-energy-in-2023-wind-now-19-percent-of-electricity-production/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-built-record-new-wind-farms-last-year-but-lags-green-energy-goal/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/lots-of-good-news-and-good-numbers-again-in-offshore-wind/


 Leading examples of renewable electricity business strategies leave laggards and standard 
setters in the dust. (New Climate Institute) 

 How renewables can spark an energy revolution among consumers. (WEF) 

 Sufficiency, the key to a climate-neutral EU. (Energy Cities) 

 The European Parliament overwhelmingly supports a call for an EU strategy for geothermal 
energy. (EGEC)   

 The 360 Gigawatt Reason to boost energy storage financing now. (IRENA) 

 Improving EU electricity market design. A briefing. 

 EU Power market reform: a launchpad for deep decarbonisation of EU power. (E3G) 

 What to say about Europe's upcoming carbon management strategy? (Euractiv) 

 Junk offset sellers urge entry into new UN carbon market. (Climate Home News) 

 The geopolitics of energy transition and opportunities for international cooperation. (E3G) 

 Exploring new climate risk assessment strategies for policymakers. (SEI) 

 Human 'behavioural crisis' at the root of climate change, say scientists. (The Guardian) 

 Officials say talent shortage undermines green renovation. (Euronews) 

 A plea for a European raw materials law. (IEEP) 

 Reducing supply risks for critical raw materials. A study. (CEPS) 

 Why Europe must become a centre for materials innovation. (Linus Froböse) 

 EU-backed investors plan €500 million fund for battery raw materials. (Reuters) 

 Circular economy: How 'lighthouses' in the built environment can create value. (WEF) 

 Knowledge-based circular economic model for sustainable competitiveness: framework 
development and analysis. An article. 

 Improving working conditions of platform workers. A briefing. 

 Heavy vehicles: Council and Parliament reach agreement to reduce CO2 emissions from 
trucks, buses and semi-trailers. (Council, Commission, Euronews, Euractiv, The Guardian, 
Transport & Environment) 

 Managing shared mobility: a comparison of policy goals pursued in three cities. An article. 

 The invisible killer on Europe's roads. (Transport & Environment) 

 Lies, damn lies and statistics: EU wants to harmonise transport emissions accounting. 
(Euractiv) 

 Will longer trucks hurt Europe's rail freight? (Euractiv) 

 MEPs adopt new law banning greenwashing and misleading product information. (EP, ECOS, 
EEB, Euronews, Euractiv) 

 Spanish pellet spill puts EU law on microplastic pollution in the spotlight. (Euractiv) 

 EU legislators voted to get rid of needless mercury. (EEB) 

 Ursula's empty green Davos promise. (Politico) 

 A crisis of one’s own: The politics of trauma in Europe’s election year. (ECFR, The Guardian) 

 Some big companies emit more than entire countries - so why aren't they doing anything? 
(Euronews) 

 Implementing the European Green Deal: a private sector perspective. (WEF) 

 'Very worrying': Trade unions alarmed by EU industrial meltdown. (Euractiv) 

 EU parliament moves closer to agreement on Net Zero Industry Act. (Science | Business) 

 EU mulls ‘Industrial’ twin for Green Deal as election pressure bites. (Politico) 

 Navigating net zero via the law. (LSE) 

 NGO accountability: The potential of business and human rights frameworks for NGO due 
diligence. An article. 

 Sustainability and competition law: An international report. An article. 

 Economic governance reform: improving credibility, ownership and room to invest. (EP, 
Euractiv) 

 A guide to the next 'sustainable finance agenda'. (Finance Watch, Finance Watch) 

https://newclimate.org/news/press-release-leading-examples-of-corporate-renewable-electricity-strategies-are-leaving
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/renewables-consumer-energy-revolution/
https://energy-cities.eu/sufficiency-the-key-to-achieving-a-climate-neutral-eu/
https://www.egec.org/press-release-the-european-parliament-overwhelmingly-endorses-a-call-for-an-eu-geothermal-strategy/
https://www.irena.org/News/expertinsights/2024/Jan/The-360-Gigawatts-Reason-to-Boost-Finance-for-Energy-Storage-Now
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)745694
https://www.e3g.org/news/eu-power-market-reform-a-launchpad-for-deep-decarbonisation-of-eu-power/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/what-to-make-of-europes-upcoming-carbon-management-strategy/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/18/junk-offset-sellers-push-to-enter-new-un-carbon-market/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/the-geopolitics-of-the-energy-transition-and-opportunities-for-international-cooperation/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/exploring-new-strategies-in-climate-risk-assessment-for-policymakers/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/13/human-behavioural-crisis-at-root-of-climate-breakdown-say-scientists
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/16/talent-deficit-undermining-green-building-renovation-say-officials
https://ieep.eu/publications/making-the-case-for-an-eu-resources-law/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/reducing-supply-risks-for-critical-raw-materials/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/opinion/why-europe-should-become-a-hub-for-innovation-in-materials/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-backed-investors-plan-500-mln-euro-battery-raw-materials-fund-2024-01-18/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/circular-economy-how-lighthouses-in-the-built-environment-can-drive-value/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10668-023-04415-2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698923
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/01/18/heavy-duty-vehicles-council-and-parliament-reach-a-deal-to-lower-co2-emissions-from-trucks-buses-and-trailers/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_287
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/18/end-of-the-line-for-diesel-powered-lorries-and-buses
https://www.euractiv.com/section/freight/news/deal-reached-to-boost-number-of-zero-emission-trucks-and-buses-on-eu-roads/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/17/eu-bans-misleading-environmental-claims-that-rely-on-offsetting
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-reaches-deal-on-near-phase-out-of-diesel-trucks/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11116-023-10461-6
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-invisible-killer-on-europes-roads/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/lies-damn-lies-and-statistics-eu-looks-to-harmonise-transport-emissions-accounting/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/freight/news/will-longer-trucks-harm-europes-rail-freight-push/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16772/meps-adopt-new-law-banning-greenwashing-and-misleading-product-information
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/eu-takes-aim-at-greenwashing-in-new-law-to-empower-consumers-but-gaps-remain/
https://eeb.org/new-eu-law-empowers-consumers-against-corporate-greenwashing/
https://www.euronews.com/2024/01/17/meps-adopt-new-law-banning-greenwashing-and-misleading-product-information
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-bans-misleading-green-claims-relying-on-carbon-offsets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/spanish-pellet-spill-puts-eu-law-on-microplastic-pollution-in-the-spotlight/
https://eeb.org/eu-legislators-voted-to-get-rid-of-needless-mercury/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ursula-von-der-leyen-empty-green-davos-promise-tech-climate-change/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/a-crisis-of-ones-own-the-politics-of-trauma-in-europes-election-year/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/17/crises-have-split-european-voters-into-five-tribes-survey-suggests
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/01/18/some-big-businesses-emit-more-than-entire-countries-so-why-are-they-failing-to-act
https://www.weforum.org/publications/delivering-on-the-european-green-deal-a-private-sector-perspective/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/very-worrying-trade-unions-alarmed-by-eus-industrial-collapse/
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/green-technology/eu-parliament-edges-forward-deal-net-zero-industry-act
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-mulls-industrial-twin-for-green-deal-as-election-pressure-bites/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/navigating-net-zero-via-the-law/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09615768.2023.2283235
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-44869-0_1
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240112IPR16774/economic-governance-reform-improving-credibility-ownership-and-scope-to-invest
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/european-parliament-stifles-green-revolt-against-new-eu-debt-rules/
https://www.finance-watch.org/policy-portal/sustainable-finance/report-a-finance-watch-guide-to-the-next-sustainable-finance-agenda/
https://www.finance-watch.org/press/finance-watch-releases-expert-guide-to-the-eu-sustainable-finance-framework/


 Nature needs to be higher on the agenda of central banks and financial regulators. (WWF, 
Sustainable Finance Lab) 

 A roadmap to make the European Central Bank greener. (HBS) 

 Progress in implementing the Kunming-Montreal global biodiversity framework. A study. 

 Why we can no longer ignore biodiversity loss. (WEF) 

 European Parliament reverses course on marine conservation ambitions. (Euractiv) 

 Joint letter to call on this Commission to comply with EU strategy 'Farm to Fork' through 
sustainable public procurement of food." (EPHA, EEB) 

 MEPs reject Commission proposal to allow higher pesticide content in imported food. 
(Euractiv) 

 Exploring the benefits of intermediate crops: is it possible to offset the loss of soil organic 
carbon caused by the removal of crop residues? An article. 

 High stakes for climate finance in 2024. (Climate Home News)  

 Transitioning to a new world order. (SEI) 

 Copernican revolution or green protectionism? An article.  

 A geopolitical EU must offer green innovation partnerships. (Mats Engström) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-01-25 | Hybrid | It's in the news: we're decarbonising!  

 2024-01-29 | Beyond borders: how can the EU become a leader in consumption-based 
emissions reduction?  

 2024-01-30 | Webinar | Eco-social crisis and judicial activism  

 2024-02-07 | Webinar | Webinar on articles on methodology for climate risk stress testing 
and analysis of the financial impact of greenwashing controversies  

 2024-02-08 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #10: Strengthening EU Environmental Law  

 2024-02-08 | Workers and the climate challenge  

 2024-02-10 | Online | The future of EU forests – A new EU Framework for Forest Monitoring 
and Strategic Plans  

 2024-02-19 – 2024-02-20 | Climate Extremes, Causes and Consequences  

 2024-02-20 | Competitiveness in a digital decade - What policy mix for 2024 and beyond?  

 2024-02-21 – 2024-02-22 | Future of work: rethinking workers' rights in the digital age  

 2024-02-22 – 2024-02-23 | Online | Green hydrogen: fueling just decarbonization or 
‘greening’ extractivism?  

 2024-02-27 | Can the future of the European automotive industry still be saved?  

 2024-03-07 | Teach Up! 2030  

 2024-03-07 | Carbon and graphite - Navigating the challenges between energy and trade  

 2024-03-11 | Hybrid | Global ocean governance: past, present, and future  

 2024-03-19 – 2024-03-20 | CEPR-NBB Joint Research Workshop on Reaching Net-Zero: 
Electricity Markets, Carbon Pricing, and Firms' Responses  

 2024-03-21 | Green Budgeting in the EU: a coherent approach for improved policy making  

 2024-03-25 – 2024-03-26 | Empowering Biodiversity Research III  

 2024-04-15 – 2024-04-18 | World Circular Economy Forum 2024  

 2024-06-11 – 2024-06-13 | European Sustainable Energy Week 2024  
 

 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/finance/?10516966/Nature-needs-to-get-higher-on-the-agenda-of-central-banks-and-financial-supervisors
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/en/new-report-finding-a-way-with-nature/
https://eu.boell.org/en/greening-ECB
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_IDA(2024)754196
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/bloom-or-bust-biodiversity-has-been-ignored-for-too-long/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?12676316/European-Parliament-reverses-course-on-ambitions-for-marine-conservation
https://epha.org/joint-letter-to-call-for-this-commission-to-leave-a-legacy-of-the-eus-farm-to-fork-strategy-through-sustainable-public-food-procurement/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-letter-to-call-for-this-commission-to-leave-a-legacy-of-the-eus-farm-to-fork-strategy-through-sustainable-public-food-procurement/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/meps-reject-commission-proposal-to-allow-higher-pesticide-level-in-imported-foods/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308521X24000234
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/01/15/high-stakes-for-climate-finance-in-2024/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/transitioning-to-a-new-global-order/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4545078
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/opinion/a-geopolitical-eu-should-offer-green-innovation-partnerships/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/its-in-the-news-were-decarbonising/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-beyond-borders-how-can-the-eu-become-a-leader-in-consumption-based-emissions-reduction/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-beyond-borders-how-can-the-eu-become-a-leader-in-consumption-based-emissions-reduction/
https://www.curiaevirides.eu/event-details/eco-social-crisis-and-judicial-activism-crisis-ecosocial-y-activismo-judicial
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/hearings/webinar-articles-methodology-climate-risk-stress-testing-and-analysis-financial
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/hearings/webinar-articles-methodology-climate-risk-stress-testing-and-analysis-financial
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Strengthening-EU-Environmental-Law
https://www.etui.org/events/workers-and-climate-challenge-launch-hesamag28
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-eu-forests-a-new-eu-framework-for-forest-monitoring-and-strategic-plans
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-eu-forests-a-new-eu-framework-for-forest-monitoring-and-strategic-plans
https://www.scienceforclimateaction.be/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/competitiveness-in-a-digital-decade-what-policy-mix-for-2024-and-beyond
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-rethinking-workers-rights-digital-age
https://www.rifs-potsdam.de/en/events/green-hydrogen-fueling-just-decarbonization-or-greening-extractivism
https://www.rifs-potsdam.de/en/events/green-hydrogen-fueling-just-decarbonization-or-greening-extractivism
https://www.etui.org/events/can-future-european-automotive-industry-still-be-saved
https://teachup2030.be/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-and-graphite-navigating-the-challenges-between-energy-and-trade
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/2024/03/202403111830/ocean
https://www.nbb.be/nl/events/cepr-nbb-joint-research-workshop-reaching-net-zero-electricity-markets-carbon-pricing-and
https://www.nbb.be/nl/events/cepr-nbb-joint-research-workshop-reaching-net-zero-electricity-markets-carbon-pricing-and
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/events/green-budgeting-eu-coherent-approach-improved-policy-making-2024-03-21_en
https://www.biodiversity.be/EBRIII
https://wcef2024.com/
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en


Commission documents 

 2024-02-06 | 2040 climate target | Communication on industrial carbon management 

 2024-02-14 | Advanced materials for industrial leadership – A coordinated plan with 
Member States  
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