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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 Europe is not prepared for rapidly growing climate risks. A major new report from the EEA. 
(EEA, Politico, The Guardian, Greenpeace, Euronews, Euractiv, E3G, SEI, JRC, Eurocities, 
Eurogroup for Animals) 

 The Commission presented a communication on how to deal with climate risks. 
(Commission, Politico, WWF) 

 Warmest February on record, 9th warmest month in a row. (Copernicus) 

 A social-ecological contract for a Europe in transition. (Béla Galgóczi) 

 Governments must triple emissions cuts. (Euronews)  

 Newly elected leaders must be held to same climate commitments, says COP29 chief. (The 
Guardian) 

 New research concludes that climate framework laws have had a positive impact on climate 
action in New Zealand, Germany and Ireland. (LSE)   

 The 5 areas the EU should focus on to meet climate targets. (WEF) 

 European high-voltage grid investment gap wider than feared. (Euractiv) 

 Putting Europe's 2030 wind energy target within reach - turbine by turbine. (WindEurope) 

 European Parliament approves EU standard for solar power. (SolarPower Europe) 

 The European Parliament approved the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) on 
12 March. (Euractiv, EEB, EP, Euractiv, Reuters, Euronews, WWF, ICCT, Construction21, EEB) 

 'Very Finnish': Large sand battery to store wind and solar energy using crushed soapstone 
(Euronews) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/europe-is-not-prepared-for
https://www.politico.eu/article/5-things-we-learned-eu-first-climate-change-risk-report-eea/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/10/europe-unprepared-for-climate-risks-eea-report
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/46986/eu-woefully-unprepared-for-extreme-weather/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/11/european-leaders-outpaced-by-increasing-risk-from-climate-change-environment-watchdog-warn
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/europe-must-do-more-to-adapt-to-climate-change-says-eu-environment-agency/
https://www.e3g.org/news/wakeup-call-for-the-eu-deal-with-climate-insecurity-urgently/
https://www.sei.org/features/unpacking-the-eucra-with-mikael-allan-mikaelsson/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/climate-related-financial-risks-are-major-challenge-2024-03-12_en
https://eurocities.eu/latest/europe-at-risk-from-climate-hazards/
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/news/eu-policies-need-support-dietary-shifts-sustainable-farming-tackle-climate-change
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1385
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-must-speed-green-efforts-post-election-eu-climate-chief-commissioner-wopke-hoekstr/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?13140391/EU-unveils-a-vision-for-much-needed-climate-adaptation-but-action-must-follow
https://climate.copernicus.eu/warmest-february-record-9th-consecutive-warmest-month
https://www.socialeurope.eu/a-socio-ecological-contract-for-a-europe-in-transition
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/13/governments-need-to-triple-rate-of-emissions-cuts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/12/newly-elected-leaders-climate-obligations-cop29-chief-un-summit-mukhtar-babayev
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/12/newly-elected-leaders-climate-obligations-cop29-chief-un-summit-mukhtar-babayev
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/new-research-concludes-that-climate-framework-laws-have-had-a-positive-impact-on-climate-action-in-new-zealand-germany-and-ireland/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/03/european-union-climate-ambitions-five-areas-of-action/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/general-europes-high-voltage-grid-investment-gap-worse-than-feared/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/bringing-europes-2030-wind-energy-target-within-reach-one-turbine-at-a-time/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-european-parliament-agrees-on-the-eu-solar-standard
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/the-eus-controversial-green-buildings-law-risks-failing-at-the-finish-line/
https://eeb.org/library/civil-society-call-to-adopt-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19003/energy-efficiency-of-buildings-meps-adopt-plans-to-decarbonise-the-sector
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/european-parliament-votes-through-controversial-buildings-law/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-parliament-approves-law-make-buildings-more-energy-efficient-2024-03-12/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/12/member-states-to-restore-16-of-poor-buildings-by-2030-under-new-law
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?13139916/A-step-closer-to-sustainable-homes-in-Europe-European-Parliament-supports-the-EPBD
https://theicct.org/new-eu-rules-on-private-charging-and-how-member-states-can-legislate-more-ambition-mar24/
https://www.construction21.org/articles/h/the-european-parliament-votes-for-net-zero-emission-buildings-from-2030.html
https://eeb.org/milestones-achieved-eu-adopts-crucial-building-law-for-energy-transition/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/10/sand-batteries-could-be-key-breakthrough-in-storing-solar-and-wind-energy-year-round


 After a slight increase in 2023, methane emissions from fossil fuels will soon decline. (IEA, 
The Guardian, Climate Home News) 

 The oil industry has been trying to block government support for green technology since 
1960. (The Guardian) 

 Shell abandons 2035 emissions target and weakens 2030 target. (CarbonBrief) 

 Troubled waters: How North Sea countries are fuelling climate disaster. (Oil Change 
International, The Guardian) 

 Major social and environmental organisations want the Waste Framework Directive to give a 
central role to the social economy. (RREUSE) 

 MEPs call for tougher EU rules to combat textile and food waste. (EP, Euractiv, EEB, Zero 
Waste Europe, Zero Waste Europe, Politico, Euronews, Just Style) 

 A comprehensive overview of current repair incentive systems: repair funds and vouchers. 
(Right to Repair) 

 Euro 7: Parliament adopts measures to reduce road transport emissions. (EP, ICCT, Euractiv)  

 Internal combustion engine ban least popular climate policy in Germany, France, Poland, 
survey shows. (Euractiv) 

 CO₂ emissions standards and reporting requirements for new heavy-duty vehicles. A 
briefing. 

 EU must replace polluting cars and stop building new roads to meet 2040 climate target - 
analysis. (Transport & Environment) 

 Beyond road signs: how the EU can drive circular vehicle design. (META) 

 What role can e-retrofitting play in decarbonising cars? (Transport & Environment) 

 New EU rules for private charging services and how member states can legislate more 
ambitiously. (ICCT) 

 Better use of rail infrastructure capacity. A briefing. 

 Smart logistics hubs: concept and classification. An article. 

 Platform workers: Council confirms agreement on new rules to improve their working 
conditions. (Euractiv, Council, Euractiv) 

 Parliament wants to better protect consumers from misleading claims. (EP, Carbon Market 
Watch, EEB) 

 Artificial Intelligence Act. A briefing. 

 Artificial Intelligence Act: MEPs adopt landmark law. (EP, Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 Air pollution in Europe improved in 20 years, say researchers. (The Guardian, Euronews) 

 EU approves new livestock emissions rules after Parliament backs compromise. (Euractiv, EP, 
EEB) 

 Industrial policy and Europe's just transition. (Tommaso Grossi and Laura Rayner) 

 Lessons from Germany for a just transition. (Florian Ranft and Johanna Siebert) 

 Joint letter to ministers calling for an EU policy framework for a just transition. (EEB) 

 Assessment of the sustainability of the European Green Deal and its coherence with the 
SDGs. An article. 

 Corporate reporting of sustainable development goals (SDGs): An empirical study of best-in-
class companies. An article. 

 Belgian presidency still trying to get agreement on due diligence. (Euractiv) 

 Do the EU's new ESG rules make ratings more reliable? (Giorgia Ranzato) 

 The women championing climate action within the world's central banks. (Green Central 
Banking) 

 Guidelines for setting climate targets for banks. (UNEPFI) 

 Parliamentary committee wants timeline for EU countries to improve soil health. (Euractiv) 

 Bio-economy leads to further exploitation of ecosystems. (EEB) 

 Commission ends CAP commitments to green agriculture. (Euronews, Arc2020) 

https://www.iea.org/news/after-slight-rise-in-2023-methane-emissions-from-fossil-fuels-are-set-to-go-into-decline-soon
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/13/fossil-fuel-firms-must-plug-methane-leaks-to-meet-climate-targets-warns-watchdog
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/03/13/fossil-fuel-industry-under-pressure-to-cut-record-high-methane-emissions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/08/oil-industry-has-sought-to-block-state-backing-for-green-tech-since-1960s
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/08/oil-industry-has-sought-to-block-state-backing-for-green-tech-since-1960s
https://priceofoil.org/2024/03/12/north-sea-troubled-waters/
https://priceofoil.org/2024/03/12/north-sea-troubled-waters/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/12/no-big-north-sea-fossil-fuel-nation-plan-stop-drilling-global-heating
https://rreuse.org/major-social-and-environmental-organisations-call-for-the-waste-framework-directive-to-ensure-a-central-role-for-the-social-economy/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19011/meps-call-for-tougher-eu-rules-to-reduce-textiles-and-food-waste
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-parliament-approves-proposal-to-reduce-textile-and-food-waste/
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-takes-on-food-and-textile-waste-but-fails-to-meet-scale-of-the-crisis/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/european-parliament-gives-green-light-to-food-waste-targets-prevent-waste-coalition-welcomes-targets-but-is-disappointed-with-low-ambition/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/european-parliament-gives-green-light-to-food-waste-targets-prevent-waste-coalition-welcomes-targets-but-is-disappointed-with-low-ambition/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/waste-framework-directive-european-parliament-makes-textile-polluters-pay-says-zero-waste-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-commission-sustainable-packaging-waste-plastic-law-recycling/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/14/exclusive-trade-officials-confident-of-stalling-packaging-waste-law
https://www.just-style.com/news/fashion-trade-bodies-applaud-eu-parliament-directive-to-combat-greenwashing/
https://repair.eu/news/a-comprehensive-overview-of-the-current-repair-incentive-systems-repair-funds-and-vouchers/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19017/euro-7-parliament-adopts-measures-to-reduce-road-transport-emissions
https://theicct.org/publication/euro-7-emission-standard-ldv-hdv-eu-mar24/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/european-parliament-approves-relaxed-euro-7-emissions-requirements-while-stakeholders-remain-divided/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/combustion-engine-ban-least-popular-climate-policy-in-germany-france-poland-survey-shows/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747880
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/eu-needs-to-replace-polluting-cars-and-stop-building-new-roads-to-meet-2040-climate-target-analysis/
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/03/11/beyond-road-signs-how-the-eu-can-steer-circular-vehicle-design/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/what-role-can-e-retrofitting-play-in-the-decarbonisation-of-cars/
https://theicct.org/new-eu-rules-on-private-charging-and-how-member-states-can-legislate-more-ambition-mar24/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)754599
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13675567.2024.2327394
https://www.euractiv.com/section/gig-economy/news/in-last-minute-upset-france-pitches-new-changes-to-gig-work-file/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/03/11/platform-workers-council-confirms-agreement-on-new-rules-to-improve-their-working-conditions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/at-long-last-eu-countries-adopt-the-platform-work-directive/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19001/parliament-wants-to-improve-consumer-protection-against-misleading-claims
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/03/12/green-claims-directive-european-parliament-votes-to-ban-carbon-neutrality-for-products-but-not-companies/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/03/12/green-claims-directive-european-parliament-votes-to-ban-carbon-neutrality-for-products-but-not-companies/
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-clamps-down-on-greenwashing-claims-and-labels/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698792
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19015/artificial-intelligence-act-meps-adopt-landmark-law
https://www.euractiv.com/section/artificial-intelligence/news/europes-landmark-ai-act-passes-parliament-vote/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/the-long-and-winding-road-to-implement-the-ai-act/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/13/air-pollution-levels-have-improved-in-europe-over-20-years-say-researchers
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/13/europes-air-quality-has-improved-but-still-doesnt-meet-who-guidelines-study-says
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-to-adopt-new-livestock-farming-emissions-rules-after-parliament-backs-compromise/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240308IPR19007/reducing-pollution-from-industry-and-large-livestock-farms
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-adopts-industrial-emissions-deal/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/industrial-policy-and-europes-just-transition
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2024-03-12/lessons-from-germany-for-a-just-transition/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-letter-to-ministers-calling-for-an-eu-policy-framework-for-a-just-transition/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-024-00104-6
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sd.2944?af=R
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economic-governance/news/scope-of-eu-supply-chain-rules-cut-by-70-ahead-of-key-friday-vote/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/do-the-eus-new-esg-rules-make-ratings-more-reliable/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/03/08/women-climate-action-central-banks/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/03/08/women-climate-action-central-banks/
https://www.unepfi.org/industries/banking/guidelines-for-climate-target-setting-for-banks-version-2/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/parliament-committee-seeks-timeline-for-eu-countries-to-improve-soil-health/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-statement-on-biomass-and-forestry-bioeconomy-leads-to-further-ecosystem-exploitation/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/13/commission-to-kill-caps-green-farming-obligations
https://www.arc2020.eu/green-cap-on-the-chopping-block-commission-to-cut-caps-environmental-ambitions-with-no-impact-assessment/


 Commission says new animal welfare rules delayed in name of strategic dialogue. (Euractiv) 

 A fairer future for farmers is a greener future. (ECF) 

 Farmers have nothing to fear from green reforms and animal welfare reforms. (Debbie 
Tripley) 

 Beyond band-aids: Just Transition, Farmer protests and our broken economy. (META)   

 EU partnerships for clean transition with emerging economies. (E3G) 

 Making climate finance affordable. (Rebecca Ray and Ulrich Volz) 

 EU environment chief to address concerns over anti-deforestation legislation during tour of 
South America. (Euractiv) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-03-19 – 2024-03-20 | CEPR-NBB Joint Research Workshop on Reaching Net-Zero: 
Electricity Markets, Carbon Pricing, and Firms' Responses  

 2024-03-19 | Online | Can climate laws help solve the climate crisis? Launch of a new study 
with evidence from Germany, Ireland and New Zealand  

 2024-03-20 | The European connectivity landscape - What reforms are needed for a new 
era?  

 2024-03-20 | Online | EU Platform Compendium of Market Practices - Insights for investors  

 2024-03-20 | A New Era for the European Renovation Wave: Sharing Perspectives  

 2024-03-20| Hybrid | Securing water for tomorrow - What course should the EU take?  

 2024-03-20 | European Corporate Governance Conference 2024  

 2024-03-21 | Green Budgeting in the EU: a coherent approach for improved policy making  

 2024-03-21 | The ongoing quest for Social Europe  

 2024-03-25 – 2024-03-26 | Empowering Biodiversity Research III  

 2024-03-27 | Think2030 conference. Ensuring a resilient future for the European Green Deal  

 2024-04-02 – 2024-04-05 | 2024 Connecting Europe Days  

 2024-04-09 |  The future of EU industry: resilience or dependence  

 2024-04-10 | Time to act: Plugging into the Green Deal. A new energy policy agenda fit for 
European consumers  

 2024-04-15 – 2024-04-18 | World Circular Economy Forum 2024  

 2024-04-17 | Europe's Leading Role in Mainstreaming Circular practice  

 2024-04-17 | Hybrid | Partnerships for circularity – Tackling the CRM value chain  

 2024-04-17 | Hybrid | The impacts of EU circular textiles policies on trading partners  

 2024-04-17 | Hydropower - Enhancing Storage and Flexibility for a Greener Future  

 2024-04-18 | Online | National and regional circular economy and strategies: A global 
stocktake  

 2024-04-18 | Online | Organic farming in the EU - What role for a greener Europe?  

 2024-04-20 | Hybrid | Workshop for journalists: How to report on corporate net zero 
targets: telling greenwashing apart from real ambition  

 2024-04-22 | Hybrid | Financing the transition to a climate-neutral economy  

 2024-04-23 | Webinar | Finance and the Global Biodiversity Framework: navigating the road 
to COP16  

 2024-04-25 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #13: The Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism  

 2024-05-09 | Online | Investing for nature: building investor action on biodiversity loss  

 2024-06-11 – 2024-06-13 | European Sustainable Energy Week 2024  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/commission-says-new-rules-on-animal-welfare-postponed-in-name-of-strategic-dialogue/
https://europeanclimate.org/stories/a-fairer-future-for-farmers-is-a-greener-future/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/12/farmers-have-nothing-to-fear-from-green-and-animal-welfare-reforms
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/03/12/farmers-have-nothing-to-fear-from-green-and-animal-welfare-reforms
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/03/13/just-transition-farmers-protests-and-our-broken-economy/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/eu-clean-transition-partnerships-with-emerging-economies/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/lower-borrowing-costs-for-developing-economies-to-invest-in-climate-action-sdgs-by-rebecca-ray-and-ulrich-volz-1-2024-03
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-environment-chief-to-address-anti-deforestation-law-concerns-on-south-america-tour/
https://www.nbb.be/nl/events/cepr-nbb-joint-research-workshop-reaching-net-zero-electricity-markets-carbon-pricing-and
https://www.nbb.be/nl/events/cepr-nbb-joint-research-workshop-reaching-net-zero-electricity-markets-carbon-pricing-and
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/can-climate-laws-help-solve-the-climate-crisis-launch-of-a-new-study-with-evidence-from-germany-ireland-and-new-zealand/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/can-climate-laws-help-solve-the-climate-crisis-launch-of-a-new-study-with-evidence-from-germany-ireland-and-new-zealand/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-european-connectivity-landscape-what-reforms-are-needed-for-a-new-era
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-european-connectivity-landscape-what-reforms-are-needed-for-a-new-era
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/eu-platform-compendium-of-market-practices-insights-for-investors/12156.article
https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/a-new-era-for-the-european-renovation-wave-sharing-perspectives
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/securing-water-for-tomorrow-what-course-should-the-eu-take
https://www.ey.com/en_be/location-events/2024/03/european-corporate-governance-conference-2024
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/events/green-budgeting-eu-coherent-approach-improved-policy-making-2024-03-21_en
https://www.etui.org/events/ongoing-quest-social-europe
https://www.biodiversity.be/EBRIII
https://think2030.eu/2024-conference/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/2024-connecting-europe-days-2024-04-02_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/mepa-the-future-of-eu-industry-resilience-or-dependence
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-time-to-act-plugging-into-the-green-deal-a-new-energy-policy-agenda-fit-for-european-consumers
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-time-to-act-plugging-into-the-green-deal-a-new-energy-policy-agenda-fit-for-european-consumers
https://wcef2024.com/
https://belgian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/circular-economy-conference-europes-leading-role-in-mainstreaming-circular-practice/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-partnerships-for-circularity-tackling-the-crm-value-chain/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/impacts-eu-circular-textiles-policies-trading-partners
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/hydropower-enhancing-storage-and-flexibility-for-a-greener-future
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/national-and-regional-circular-economy-and-strategies-global-stocktake
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/national-and-regional-circular-economy-and-strategies-global-stocktake
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/organic-farming-in-the-eu-what-role-for-a-greener-europe
https://newclimate.org/events/workshop-for-journalists-how-to-report-on-corporate-net-zero-targets-telling-greenwashing
https://newclimate.org/events/workshop-for-journalists-how-to-report-on-corporate-net-zero-targets-telling-greenwashing
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/financing-transition-climate-neutral-economy-2024-04-22_en
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/finance-and-the-global-biodiversity-framework-navigating-the-road-to-cop16/12182.article
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/finance-and-the-global-biodiversity-framework-navigating-the-road-to-cop16/12182.article
https://www.greendealnet.eu/CBAM-Encouraging-cleaner-industries-across-the-world-%3F
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Commission documents 

 2024-04-10 | Communication on the clean transition dialogues – stocktaking  

 2024-04-17 | Joint Communication on a strengthened partnership with Africa  
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