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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 March 2024 will be the tenth warmest month on record. (Copernicus, Euractiv,  The 
Guardian, Euronews, Copernicus) 

 Scientists confirm record highs for three main heat-trapping gases. (The Guardian) 

 Simply mind-boggling: temperature jump world record in Antarctica raises fears of 
catastrophe. (The Guardian) 

 'Two years to save the world': UN climate chief calls for faster action and more funding. 
(Euronews, Climate Home News) 

 How climate change could reverse progress in global inequality. (CarbonBrief) 

 According to research, global warming gases are being smuggled into Europe. (Euractiv, 
Euronews) 

 Human rights violated by Swiss inaction on climate, ECHR rules in landmark case. (Euractiv, 
Reuters, Reuters, Politico, Euronews, The Guardian, WWF, CIEL, Euractiv, Climate Home 
News, ECHR, COE, Reuters, ClientEarth, Reuters, CEW, LSE, Euronews, Reuters, Reuters) 

 Biggest economies pump billions into fossil fuels in poor countries. (The Guardian, Oil 
International) 

 Ensuring social, economic and climate stability through the EU's strategic agenda. (E3G) 

 Slow improvement in corporate climate targets threatened by potential new compensation 
loophole. (New Climate Institute, Carbon Market Watch, Amnesty International) 

 SBTi needs tougher rules on indirect emissions from companies. (Climate Home News, 
Carbon Market Watch, The Guardian) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-march-2024-tenth-month-row-be-hottest-record
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/march-marks-yet-another-record-in-global-heat/
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2024/apr/09/tenth-consecutive-monthly-heat-record-alarms-confounds-climate-scientists
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2024/apr/09/tenth-consecutive-monthly-heat-record-alarms-confounds-climate-scientists
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/09/march-breaks-global-temperature-record-for-tenth-month-in-a-row-how-does-europe-compare
https://climate.copernicus.eu/march-2024-10th-consecutive-record-warm-month-globally
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/06/record-highs-heat-trapping-gases-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/06/simply-mind-boggling-world-record-temperature-jump-in-antarctic-raises-fears-of-catastrophe
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/11/two-years-to-save-the-world-un-climate-chief-calls-for-faster-action-and-more-finance
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/04/10/un-climate-chief-calls-for-quantum-leap-in-climate-finance/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-climate-change-could-reverse-gains-in-global-inequality/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/climate-warming-gases-being-smuggled-into-europe-investigation-says/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/08/greenhouse-gases-thousands-of-times-more-damaging-than-co2-are-being-smuggled-into-europe
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/top-europe-court-to-issue-landmark-climate-verdicts/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-activists-seek-breakthrough-human-rights-court-ruling-against-european-2024-04-09/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/how-three-european-human-rights-cases-could-shape-climate-litigation-2024-04-08/
https://www.politico.eu/article/monumental-climate-ruling-europe-top-human-rights-court-heralds-new-era-climate-litigations/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/09/top-european-human-rights-court-could-rule-that-governments-have-to-protect-people-from-cl
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/09/human-rights-violated-inaction-climate-echr-rules-landmark-case
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/climate_and_energy_practice/?11098366/ECHR-climate-change-Swiss-decision-WWF-response
https://www.ciel.org/news/historic-climate-ruling-on-climate-justice/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/top-europe-court-chides-switzerland-in-landmark-climate-ruling/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/04/09/european-court-rules-climate-inaction-by-states-breaches-human-rights/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/04/09/european-court-rules-climate-inaction-by-states-breaches-human-rights/
https://www.echr.coe.int/w/grand-chamber-rulings-in-the-climate-change-cases
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/three-climate-change-rulings-from-the-european-court-of-human-rights
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-activists-seek-breakthrough-human-rights-court-ruling-against-european-2024-04-09/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/media-reaction-court-ruling-a-european-first-for-climate-litigation/
https://www.reuters.com/world/reaction-swiss-womens-victory-landmark-climate-court-case-2024-04-09/
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/ngos-hail-european-human-rights-court-ruling-breakthrough-climate-action
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/institute-responds-to-european-court-rulings-on-climate-inaction/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/10/what-does-the-echrs-landmark-ruling-mean-for-human-rights-and-climate-change
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-verdict-swiss-women-warning-european-states-oil-industry-2024-04-12/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/european-court-ruling-puts-cautious-swiss-climate-bind-2024-04-12/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/09/worlds-biggest-economies-pumping-billions-into-fossil-fuels-in-poor-nations
https://priceofoil.org/2024/04/09/handful-of-governments-block-clean-energy-transition-with-billions-in-international-finance-for-fossil-fuels/
https://priceofoil.org/2024/04/09/handful-of-governments-block-clean-energy-transition-with-billions-in-international-finance-for-fossil-fuels/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/securing-social-economic-and-climate-stability-through-the-eu-strategic-agenda/
https://newclimate.org/news/press-release-corporate-climate-responsibility-monitor-2024
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/04/09/2030-climate-targets-of-over-50-top-corporations-significantly-off-track-to-keep-within-1-5c-limit/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/04/global-large-companies-must-do-far-more-to-cut-carbon-emissions-and-limit-climate-damage/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/04/11/sbti-needs-tighter-rules-on-companies-indirect-emissions/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/04/10/science-based-targets-initiative-sbti-board-of-trustees-decision-on-offsetting-undermines-science-and-endangers-the-climate/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/11/climate-target-organisation-faces-staff-revolt-over-carbon-offsetting-plan-sbti


 Europe’s industrialists want deep reform of power market to tackle €800b grid spending 
gap. (Euractiv) 

 Parliament approves EU electricity market reform. (EP, Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 MEPs approve reforms for a more sustainable and resilient EU gas market. (EP, CAN Europe) 

 Methane: Parliament passes new law to reduce emissions from energy sector. (EP, Euractiv) 

 European Parliament committees vote to withdraw EU from Energy Charter Treaty (ECT). 
(Euractiv) 

 Think tank estimates cost of French climate adaptation at €5-20 billion a year. (Euractiv) 

 EU and international partners agree to expand cooperation on critical raw materials. 
(Commission)  

 MEPs approve tougher CO2 emission targets for trucks and buses. (EP, Euractiv, Transport & 
Environment) 

 The misguided fight against the 2025 car target. (Transport & Environment) 

 Carbon pricing crucial to make transport greener, says Volvo boss. (Euractiv) 

 The bigger, the better? How does battery size affect energy consumption, running costs and 
lifetime emissions of electric vehicles? A report. (ICCT) 

 Better use of railway infrastructure capacity. A briefing. 

 Drought proves that the EU's water resilience urgently needs a holistic strategy. (Euractiv) 

 New EU rules for better treatment and reuse of urban wastewater. (EP, Euractiv) 

 Urban wastewater treatment: updating EU rules. A briefing. 

 Breton pushes for upcoming EU solar charter. (Euractiv) 

 EU launches investigation into Chinese wind turbines under new foreign subsidy regulation. 
(WindEurope, Euractiv) 

 Commission takes stock of Clean Transition Dialogues with EU industry and social partners. 
(Commission) 

 An EU Industrial Deal should learn from the shortcomings of the EU Green Deal. (Solidar) 

 Should democracies cooperate with autocracies on climate? (E3G) 

 Has the Commission's Green Deal met expectations? (Euronews) 

 Green Deal: make the case, not concessions. (The Guardian) 

 Voters want a just transition and more, not less, green investment ahead of European 
elections. (Jannik Jansen) 

 Promoting climate justice: An EU wealth tax. (META, Euractiv) 

 An EU blueprint for basic services. (ZOE Institute) 

 Price stability has everything to do with climate change. (Bruegel) 

 Leveraging sustainable finance for energy transition. (Eurelectric) 

 Report: climate risk should be considered from an actuary perspective. (Green Central 
Banking) 

 Research: Tax rules stop new schools and hospitals. (ETUC)  

 The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable ocean. (Nature) 

 Carbon removal: MEPs approve new EU certification system. (EP, Euractiv, EEB) 

 Parliament weakens obligations of member states under EU soil legislation. (Euractiv, EP, 
EEB, Euronews) 

 Targeted CAP amendments on environmental conditionality. A briefing. 

 MEPs weaken EU agriculture policy. (ClientEarth, Greenpeace, Euractiv) 

 A fairer future for farmers is a greener future for Europe. (Laurence Tubiana) 

 Today's rotten food systems, a misguided CAP and the road out of crisis. (META) 

 Eco-ambitions scrapped from EU leaders' 5-year plan. (Arc2020, Politico) 

 EU leaders may be missing a rendezvous with history. (Patrick ten Brink) 

 EU leaders want to make food security top priority for strategic agenda 2024-2029. 
(Euractiv) 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europes-industrialists-want-deep-reform-of-power-market-to-tackle-e800b-grid-spending-gap/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20316/parliament-adopts-reform-of-the-eu-electricity-market
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europe-embraces-speedier-riskier-way-of-building-power-grids/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/donagh-hold-european-parliament-adopts-patchwork-power-market-reform/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20317/meps-approve-reforms-for-a-more-sustainable-and-resilient-eu-gas-market
https://caneurope.org/gas-package-analysis/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/nl/press-room/20240408IPR20309/methane-parliament-adopts-new-law-to-reduce-emissions-from-energy-sector
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-declaring-war-on-energy-sector-methane-emissions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/european-parliament-committees-vote-to-withdraw-eu-from-the-energy-charter-treaty/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/think-tank-estimates-french-climate-adaptation-to-cost-e5-20-billion-per-annum/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1807
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20305/meps-adopt-stricter-co2-emissions-targets-for-trucks-and-buses
https://www.euractiv.com/section/freight/news/eu-parliament-adopts-90-phase-out-of-new-diesel-trucks-by-2040/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/meps-sign-off-on-climate-targets-for-heavy-duty-vehicles/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/meps-sign-off-on-climate-targets-for-heavy-duty-vehicles/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/the-misguided-fight-against-the-2025-cars-target/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/interview/carbon-pricing-crucial-to-deliver-on-greening-transport-volvo-boss-says/
https://theicct.org/publication/bev-battery-size-energy-consumption-cost-ownership-lca-ev-apr24/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)754599
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/droughts-prove-eus-water-resilience-urgently-needs-holistic-strategy/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20307/new-eu-rules-to-improve-urban-wastewater-treatment-and-reuse
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europe-strengthens-rules-on-urban-wastewater-treatment/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739370
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/breton-puts-his-weight-behind-eus-forthcoming-solar-charter/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/eu-starts-investigation-into-chinese-wind-turbines-under-new-foreign-subsidies-regulation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/vestager-pitches-new-systematic-defence-of-european-clean-technologies/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1884
https://www.solidar.org/news-and-statements/european-industrial-deal-eu-green-deal/
https://www.e3g.org/news/should-democracies-work-with-autocracies-on-climate/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/08/did-commissions-green-deal-fulfil-expectations
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/apr/08/the-guardian-view-on-europe-troubled-green-deal-make-the-case-not-concessions
https://www.socialeurope.eu/beyond-the-backlash-the-green-electoral-agenda
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/04/09/advancing-climate-justice-case-for-the-eu-wealth-tax/
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/04/09/advancing-climate-justice-case-for-the-eu-wealth-tax/
https://zoe-institut.de/en/publication/an-eu-blueprint-for-basic-services/
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/price-stability-all-about-climate-change
https://www.eurelectric.org/publications/harnessing-sustainable-finance-for-the-energy-transition-eurelectric-position-paper
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/04/10/climate-risk-actuary-planetary-solvency-framework/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/04/10/climate-risk-actuary-planetary-solvency-framework/
https://www.etuc.org/en/pressrelease/study-social-cost-austerity-rules
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44183-024-00057-7
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20306/carbon-removals-meps-adopt-a-new-eu-certification-scheme
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/eu-parliament-approves-deal-on-worlds-first-carbon-removal-certification-scheme/
https://eeb.org/crcf-red-flags-uncertainty-and-a-door-left-open-for-greenwashing/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/parliament-weakens-member-states-obligations-under-eu-soil-legislation/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20304/soil-health-parliament-sets-out-measures-to-achieve-healthy-soils-by-2050
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-vote-places-soil-health-on-shaky-ground/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/04/11/soil-protection-law-survives-plenary-vote-but-considerably-weakened
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)760414
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/meps-weaken-eu-s-agriculture-policy-in-undemocratic-move-that-threatens-people-and-farming-clientearth/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47058/dumping-eu-green-rules-a-poisoned-gift-for-farmers/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/ngos-warn-of-poisoned-gift-for-farmers-as-parliament-votes-to-fast-track-easing-of-green-rules/
https://www.politico.eu/article/fair-future-europe-farmers-green-deal-climate-economy/
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/04/10/europes-rotten-food-systems-and-the-road-out-of-crisis/
https://www.arc2020.eu/goodbye-green-and-fair-hello-fortress-europe-eco-ambitions-dropped-from-eu-leaders-draft-5-year-plan/
https://www.politico.eu/article/leaked-eu-priority-list-reveals-absence-climate-change-focus/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/eu-leaders-may-miss-a-rendezvous-with-history
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-leaders-want-to-make-food-security-top-priority-for-2024-2029-strategic-agenda/


 Protecting animals during transport. A briefing. 

 In-depth questions and answers: How is climate change driving human migration? 
(CarbonBrief) 

 How Nigeria is reeling from extreme heat fuelled by climate change. (CarbonBrief) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-04-15 | Hybrid | Strategic prioritisation for EU climate policy in 2024–2029  

 2024-04-15 | Online | The circular economy we want for Europe 2024-2029  

 2024-04-15 – 2024-04-18 | World Circular Economy Forum 2024  

 2024-04-17 | Europe's Leading Role in Mainstreaming Circular practice  

 2024-04-17 | Hybrid | Partnerships for circularity – Tackling the CRM value chain  

 2024-04-17 | Hybrid | The impacts of EU circular textiles policies on trading partners  

 2024-04-17 | Hydropower - Enhancing Storage and Flexibility for a Greener Future  

 2024-04-17 | Towards a green and just transition  

 2024-04-18 | Online | National and regional circular economy and strategies: A global 
stocktake  

 2024-04-18 | Online | Organic farming in the EU - What role for a greener Europe?  

 2024-04-20 | Hybrid | Workshop for journalists: How to report on corporate net zero 
targets: telling greenwashing apart from real ambition  

 2024-04-22 | Hybrid | Financing the transition to a climate-neutral economy  

 2024-04-23 | Webinar | Finance and the Global Biodiversity Framework: navigating the road 
to COP16  

 2024-04-23 – 2024-04-24 | Adaptation and resilience conference  

 2024-04-24 | Webinar | The air we breathe: Regional and local perspectives on air quality 
policy in the EU and UK  

 2024-04-25 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #13: The Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism  

 2024-04-25 | Online | The social-ecological dimension of the European Green Deal  

 2024-05-02 | Sustainable Investment Forum Europe  

 2024-05-02 | Accelerating renewable energy deployment  

 2024-05-06 | A blueprint for a socially just EGD 2.0  

 2024-05-09 | Online | Investing for nature: building investor action on biodiversity loss  

 2024-06-03 – 2024-06-04 | Hybrid | Unpacking the Green Deal: Redefining approaches, 
shifting methodologies  

 2024-06-11 – 2024-06-13 | European Sustainable Energy Week 2024  

 2024-06-18 – 2024-06-20 | Hybrid | Nature-based Solutions Conference 2024  

 2024-06-21 | 2nd Conference on Sustainable Banking & Finance CSBF 2024  

 2024-06-26 | Hybrid | Conference on Affordable Energy: Turning civil society views into 
action  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2024-05-22 | Discussion on the future of EU agriculture – with Prof. P. Strohschneider  

 2024-06-12 | 2025 Draft budget  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)757819
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/climate-migration/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/how-nigeria-is-reeling-from-extreme-heat-fuelled-by-climate-change/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-strategic-prioritisation-for-eu-climate-policy-in-2024-2029/
https://www.acrplus.org/en/events/upcoming-events/event/624-the-circular-economy-we-want-for-europe-2024-2029
https://wcef2024.com/
https://belgian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/circular-economy-conference-europes-leading-role-in-mainstreaming-circular-practice/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-partnerships-for-circularity-tackling-the-crm-value-chain/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/impacts-eu-circular-textiles-policies-trading-partners
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/hydropower-enhancing-storage-and-flexibility-for-a-greener-future
https://epc.eu/en/events/Towards-a-green-and-just-transition~59496c
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/national-and-regional-circular-economy-and-strategies-global-stocktake
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/research-event/national-and-regional-circular-economy-and-strategies-global-stocktake
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/organic-farming-in-the-eu-what-role-for-a-greener-europe
https://newclimate.org/events/workshop-for-journalists-how-to-report-on-corporate-net-zero-targets-telling-greenwashing
https://newclimate.org/events/workshop-for-journalists-how-to-report-on-corporate-net-zero-targets-telling-greenwashing
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/financing-transition-climate-neutral-economy-2024-04-22_en
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/finance-and-the-global-biodiversity-framework-navigating-the-road-to-cop16/12182.article
https://www.unpri.org/all-events-and-webinars/finance-and-the-global-biodiversity-framework-navigating-the-road-to-cop16/12182.article
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/2024042324-adaptation-and-resilience-conference-2/
https://ieep.eu/news/webinar-the-air-we-breathe-regional-and-local-perspectives-on-air-quality-policy-in-the-eu-and-uk/
https://ieep.eu/news/webinar-the-air-we-breathe-regional-and-local-perspectives-on-air-quality-policy-in-the-eu-and-uk/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/CBAM-Encouraging-cleaner-industries-across-the-world-%3F
https://www.greendealnet.eu/CBAM-Encouraging-cleaner-industries-across-the-world-%3F
https://www.sciencespo.fr/fr/evenements/the-social-ecological-dimension-of-the-european-green-deal/
https://www.unpri.org/industry-events/sustainable-investment-forum-europe/12267.article
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Accelerating-renewable-energy-deployment
https://www.etui.org/events/blueprint-socially-just-egd-20
https://www.unpri.org/biodiversity/investing-for-nature-building-investor-action-on-biodiversity-loss/12218.article
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=568050
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=568050
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.naturebasedsolutionsoxford.org/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance/2nd-conference-sustainable-banking-finance-csbf-2024-2024-06-21_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-affordable-energy-turning-civil-society-views-action
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-affordable-energy-turning-civil-society-views-action


 2024-06-19 | European Semester spring package  
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