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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 A meeting of environment ministers was held on 17 June. Among the topics discussed was 
the Nature Restoration Law. After several tense months, it was finally approved. But other 
important decisions were also taken. (Council, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Reuters, EEB, CAN 
Europe, Euractiv, Politico, Euronews, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, The Guardian, 
WWF, BirdLife, ClientEarth, WRI, SolarPower Europe, Reuters, Council, Council, Council, 
Council, EEB, Arc2020, Greenpeace, RREUSE, Zero Waste Europe, Euractiv, Fedarene, IUCN, 
Jane Goodall Institute, EEB, EEB, EEB, Water Europe, Arc2020, Climate Home News, IFAW) 

 An informal meeting of European leaders was held on 17 June. There will be a European 
Council meeting on 27-28, where, among other things, the future strategic agenda will be 
discussed. The texts to be adopted at that meeting will show what place the Green Deal will 
have in the next legislature and how it will relate to industrial policy. (Euractiv, CAN Europe, 
Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, The Guardian, FoEE) 

 Analyses on the future of the Green Deal: SolarPower Europe, Pieter De Pous, CEPS, ESABCC, 
E3G, Friends of Europe, WindEurope, Hydrogen Europe, Green Deal for Europe, CAN Europe, 
Corporate Leaders Group, Eurofer, Gonzalo Sáenz de Miera and Fleming Voetmann, Umwelt 
Bundesamt. 

 From the beginning of July, Hungary will hold the EU Council Presidency. (Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 Climate negotiations Bonn: Main results of the UN climate conference June 2024. 
(CarbonBrief, Climate Home News) 

 National climate targets off track. (Transport & Environment) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2024/06/17/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/todays-environmental-council-closing-off-the-green-deal-and-looking-to-2040/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/biodiversity/news/knife-edge-support-for-nature-restoration-law-ahead-of-crucial-council-meeting-on-monday-morning/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/farmers-warn-against-impact-of-eus-anti-greenwashing-law-ahead-of-council-vote/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/austrian-minister-defies-coalition-ally-back-eu-nature-restoration-law-2024-06-16/
https://eeb.org/library/joint-letter-realistic-food-waste-reduction-targets-in-the-wfd/
https://caneurope.org/post-election-climate-courage-needed/
https://caneurope.org/post-election-climate-courage-needed/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/breaking-eu-countries-rubberstamp-nature-restoration-law-after-months-of-deadlock/
https://www.politico.eu/article/rogue-austria-environment-minister-leonore-gewessler-burns-bridges-save-eu-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/17/what-is-the-nature-restoration-law-inside-the-first-of-its-kind-regulation-approved-in-eur
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/environment-council-adopts-its-positions-on-the-green-claims-directive/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/member-states-distance-themselves-from-parliament-on-food-waste-targets/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/environment-ministers-push-for-more-flexibility-first-eu-law-monitoring-soil/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/austrian-government-survives-minister-gone-rogue-on-eu-nature-restoration-2/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/17/eu-passes-law-to-restore-20-of-blocs-land-and-sea-by-end-of-decade
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?14108441/Historic-win-for-EUs-nature-EU-Council-seals-the-deal-on-Nature-Restoration-Law
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2024/06/17/historic-win-for-eus-nature-eu-council-seals-the-deal-on-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/historic-win-for-eu-s-nature-eu-council-seals-the-deal-on-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.wri.org/news/statement-eu-votes-favor-landmark-nature-restoration-law
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-council-rubberstamps-nature-restoration-law
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/austrian-ruling-coalition-will-limp-after-clash-over-eu-nature-law-2024-06-17/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/soil-monitoring-law-eu-on-the-pathway-to-healthy-soils-by-2050/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/green-claims-directive-council-ready-to-start-talks-with-the-european-parliament/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/waste-framework-directive-council-set-to-start-talks-on-its-revision/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/nature-restoration-law-council-gives-final-green-light/
https://eeb.org/historic-win-for-eus-nature-eu-council-seals-the-deal-on-nature-restoration-law/
https://www.arc2020.eu/the-eus-nature-restoration-law-has-been-approved-but-dont-put-the-bubbly-on-ice-just-yet/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47115/eu-governments-adopt-diminished-nature-restoration-law/
https://rreuse.org/council-upholds-the-recognition-of-social-economy-in-the-waste-framework-directive-but-raises-new-concerns/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/waste-framework-directive-food-waste-reduction-sidelined-while-council-agrees-to-textile-reforms-says-zero-waste-europe/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/donagh-europes-centre-backs-nature-protection/
https://fedarene.org/the-green-deal-in-political-turmoil-which-narratives-for-climate-policies/
https://www.iucn.org/news/202406/eu-adopts-its-new-nature-restoration-law
https://janegoodall.be/en/news/item/2024/06/18/nature-wins-the-law-to-restore-it-gets-final-approval?originNode=793
https://eeb.org/member-states-advance-on-textile-waste-fall-short-on-food-waste-and-greenwashing/
https://eeb.org/council-fails-to-ramp-up-ambition-of-first-ever-eu-law-on-soils/
https://eeb.org/eu-needs-strong-legal-framework-for-sustainable-resource-management/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-new-council-conclusion-on-the-8th-eap-a-new-step-towards-a-water-smart-strategy/
https://www.arc2020.eu/will-the-nature-restoration-law-decision-be-reversed-not-likely-heres-why/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/20/despite-dilution-officials-say-new-nature-law-can-restore-eu-carbon-sinks/
https://www.ifaw.org/international/journal/eu-nature-restoration-law-adopted
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2024/06/17/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2024/06/27-28/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2024/06/27-28/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/strategic-agenda-2024-2029/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/strategic-agenda-eu-leaders-look-to-harness-green-transition-to-boost-industry/
https://caneurope.org/strategic-agenda-2024-2029/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/eu-leaders-expected-to-agree-to-top-job-package-deal-over-dinner/
https://www.politico.eu/article/leaders-fail-to-agree-on-von-der-leyens-second-term/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/as-eu-leaders-meet-to-trash-out-top-jobs-deal-questions-over-portugals-costa-remain/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/why-eu-leaders-were-forced-to-delay-the-blocs-top-job-deal/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/18/eu-leaders-move-closer-towards-giving-second-term-to-ursula-von-der-leyen
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/news/the-eus-mixed-messaging-on-sustainable-resources-management/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/over-400-organisations-call-on-eu-leaders-to-recommit-to-the-green-deal
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/the-european-green-deal-has-matured-the-path-forward/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/green-and-enviable/
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/news/priorities-may-change-but-science-remains-clear-europe-must-maintain-momentum-towards-achieving-its-climate-objectives
https://www.e3g.org/publications/opportunities-and-risks-for-climate-action-after-the-eu-elections/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/press/what-about-the-green-deal-theres-no-way-back-commission-reassures/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/press-releases/advancing-the-green-deal-setting-a-new-industrial-deal-securing-europes-prosperity/
https://hydrogeneurope.eu/over-400-organisations-urge-eu-to-uphold-green-deal-amid-political-shift/
https://www.greendealforeurope.eu/
https://caneurope.org/post-election-letter-to-group-leaders/
https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/reports-evidence-and-insights/collections/policy-briefings/green-deal-and-beyond
https://www.eurofer.eu/press-releases/joint-statement-advancing-the-green-deal-setting-a-new-industrial-deal-securing-europes-prosperity
https://www.euronews.com/business/2024/06/19/eu-leaders-must-double-down-on-sustainability-to-secure-a-competitive-and-resilient-future
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/publikationen/for-a-green-just-transition-in-europe
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/publikationen/for-a-green-just-transition-in-europe
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/leak-hungarian-presidencys-plans-for-energy-transport-environment/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/hungary-vows-to-make-europe-great-again-with-eu-presidency/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/bonn-climate-talks-key-outcomes-from-the-june-2024-un-climate-conference/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/14/un-climate-chief-warns-of-steep-mountain-to-climb-for-cop29-after-bonn-blame-game/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/national-climate-targets-off-track


 June deadline for EU countries' NECPs: do this year's plans show they are serious about 
climate? (Frederic Mascolo) 

 G7 fails to keep fossil fuel promises at Italy summit. (Oil Change International, E3G) 

 Fossil fuel use reaches global record despite clean energy growth. (The Guardian) 

 80 percent of people worldwide want stronger climate action from governments, according 
to UN Development Programme survey. (UNDP, The Guardian, CarbonBrief) 

 Warmest summer ever? Experts reveal what awaits Europe in coming months? (Euronews, 
Euronews) 

 Deadly heat in Mexico and US 35 times more likely due to global warming. (The Guardian) 

 Strong growth of offshore wind power in 2023 as sector sets course for record-breaking 
decade. (GWEC) 

 New report: Global solar installations almost double by 2023, but leaves emerging 
economies in limbo. (SolarPower Europe) 

 Analysis: Wind and solar added more to global energy than any other source in 2023. 
(CarbonBrief) 

 Europe's solar peak hits prices and reveals storage needs. (Euractiv) 

 First Net-Zero Academy trains 100,000 workers in EU photovoltaic value chain. (Commission) 

 Why a people-centred approach to equitable energy transitions is vital. (WEF) 

 "UN Secretary-General is right: Carbon removals are no silver bullet." (Carbon Market 
Watch) 

 Advancing just transitions in the built environment - exploring human rights in the green 
transition. A report. (IHRB, EUobserver) 

 Carbon pricing: Economists question lump-sum payouts to households. (Euractiv) 

 Researchers and environmental NGOs call for 'Materials Framework Directive' to limit 
temperatures to 1.5°C. (Zero Waste Europe) 

 New eco-design regulation for sustainable products (ESPR) - What does it mean for repair 
(Right to Repair) 

 Circularity strategies and sustainable resource management to secure the transition to clean 
energy. A report. (IEEP) 

 The role of plastics in Europe's circular economy. (EEA, EEA) 

 EU warns that 'delaying tactics' have made plastic treaty agreement 'very difficult'. (Climate 
Home News) 

 Safety priorities in the circular economy: A conceptual overview. An article. 

 EU centre-right decides future of internal combustion engines in early July. (Euractiv) 

 Demand for used cooking oil in Europe and the US increasingly unsustainable - analysis. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 EU sets out plan to exempt long-haul flights from new emissions rules. (Euractiv) 

 E-fuels: as much import as needed, as sustainable as possible. (Leon Berks) 

 Stagnation and growth: the European EV market. (Transport & Environment) 

 Europeans are generally positive about e-mobility. (Commission) 

 Energy communities and electric mobility as win-win solutions for the built environment. An 
article. 

 Greener freight transport: Council adopts position for more efficient management of rail 
infrastructure capacity and traffic. (Council) 

 Report concludes that nearly 2,000 children a day die from air pollution. (The Guardian) 

 Outdoor clothing brands still use 'forever chemicals' (PFAS) despite health risk. (The 
Guardian)  

 Surface water and groundwater: Council agrees negotiating mandate to update list of 
pollutants. (Council, WWF, EEB) 

 Social policy in the European Union: state of play 2023. (ETUI) 

https://energypost.eu/june-deadline-for-eu-nations-necps-will-this-years-plans-show-theyre-taking-the-climate-seriously/
https://priceofoil.org/2024/06/14/g7-fail-to-deliver-on-fossil-fuel-promises-at-italy-summit/
https://www.e3g.org/news/g7-leaders-need-to-step-up-ambition-ahead-of-cop29/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/20/fossil-fuel-use-reaches-global-record-despite-clean-energy-growth
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/80-percent-people-globally-want-stronger-climate-action-governments-according-un-development-programme-survey
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/20/most-people-in-petrostates-want-quick-switch-to-clean-energy-un-poll-finds
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/20/five-things-we-learned-from-the-uns-climate-mega-poll/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/17/death-toll-rises-as-heatwaves-hit-cyprus-greece-and-turkiye-will-this-be-europes-hottest-s
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/18/hottest-summer-ever-experts-reveal-what-could-be-in-store-for-europe-in-the-next-few-month
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/20/mexico-central-america-us-heatwave
https://gwec.net/strong-2023-offshore-wind-growth-as-industry-sets-course-for-record-breaking-decade/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/new-report-global-solar-installations-almost-double-in-2023-but-leaves-emerging-economies-in-the-dark
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-wind-and-solar-added-more-to-global-energy-than-any-other-source-in-2023/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/europes-solar-power-surge-hits-prices-exposing-storage-needs/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_3407
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/06/people-centred-approach-towards-equitable-energy-transitions/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/06/20/un-secretary-general-is-right-carbon-removals-are-no-silver-bullet/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/06/20/un-secretary-general-is-right-carbon-removals-are-no-silver-bullet/
https://www.ihrb.org/focus-areas/built-environment/advancing-just-transitions-in-the-built-environment-exploring-human-rights-in-the-green-transition
https://euobserver.com/green-economy/ar2951ca4e
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/carbon-pricing-economists-question-lump-sum-payouts-to-households/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/researchers-and-environmental-ngos-call-for-materials-framework-directive-to-limit-temperatures-to-1-5c/
https://repair.eu/news/new-ecodesign-for-sustainable-products-regulation-espr-what-does-it-mean-for-repair/
https://ieep.eu/publications/circularity-strategies-and-sustainable-resource-management-to-safeguard-the-clean-energy-transition/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/the-role-of-plastics-in-europe
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/new-eea-monitoring-tool-on-plastics-circularity
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/18/eu-warns-delaying-tactics-have-made-plastic-treaty-deal-very-difficult/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/18/eu-warns-delaying-tactics-have-made-plastic-treaty-deal-very-difficult/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352550924001337
https://www.euractiv.com/section/road-transport/news/eu-centre-right-decides-future-of-combustion-engines-in-early-july/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/european-and-us-used-cooking-oil-demand-increasingly-unsustainable-analysis
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/eu-drafts-plan-to-exempt-long-haul-flights-from-new-emissions-rules/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/alternative-renewable-fuels/opinion/e-fuels-as-much-import-as-necessary-as-sustainably-as-possible/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/stagnation-and-growth-the-european-ev-market
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/europeans-are-generally-positive-towards-e-mobility-2024-06-20_en
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/17/12/3011
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/18/greening-freight-package-council-adopts-position-for-a-more-efficient-management-of-rail-infrastructure-capacity-and-traffic/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/18/almost-2000-children-die-every-day-from-air-pollution-report-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/15/outdoor-clothing-brands-still-using-forever-chemicals-despite-health-risk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/15/outdoor-clothing-brands-still-using-forever-chemicals-despite-health-risk
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/19/surface-water-and-groundwater-council-agrees-negotiating-mandate-to-update-list-of-pollutants/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?14137891/EU-Member-States-seek-to-quietly-dismantle-EU-rules-protecting-water
https://eeb.org/eu-member-states-seek-to-quietly-dismantle-eu-rules-protecting-water/
https://www.etui.org/publications/social-policy-european-union-state-play-2023


 Mapping justice in national climate action: a global overview of just transition policies. (LSE) 

 Climate justice and human mobility: bridging the gap between EU commitments and 
policies. (Egmont Institute) 

 Another, reindustrialised Europe is possible. (Judith Kirton-Darling) 

 Europe must catch up in race for green technology, says Spanish climate minister. (Reuters) 

 Europe gives China a taste of its own medicine. (Politico) 

 EU-China relations could still degenerate into a trade war, analysts say. (Euractiv) 

 Lessons from trade tensions targeting "overcapacity" in China's cleantech industry. (Yao Zhe) 

 EU climate dialogue with China confirms focus on post-2025 climate finance target. 
(Euractiv) 

 EU should have followed China's green technology policy, say former French and Irish 
ministers. (Euractiv) 

 The role of ESG in mitigating climate change. (Felix Broson Manurung) 

 ESAs propose improvements to sustainable finance disclosure regulation. (ESMA, EIOPA) 

 ECB to fine banks that failed to meet climate targets. (Green Central Banking) 

 Europe's leading green electricity companies are well positioned to issue debt with the 
European green bond label. (IEEFA) 

 EU Council backs ratification of UN agreement to protect oceans. (Euractiv, Council) 

 Agriculture ministers meet on 24 June. (Council, EEB) 

 Council urges stricter approach to seed swaps by farmers in new EU legislation. (Euractiv) 

 EU organic area reaches 10.5% of farmland, but falls short of 2030 target. (Euractiv) 

 Experts: What is causing food prices to spike around the world? (CarbonBrief) 

 Food policy: 7 challenges for the food system in the new European Parliament. (EIT Food) 

 Aquaculture in the EU: State of play. A briefing. 

 Reforming the global financial architecture in response to global challenges. How to restore 
debt sustainability and achieve the SDGs? A study. 

 Extending the Sustainable Development Goals to 2050 - a roadmap. An article. 

 The role of sustainable bioenergy in supporting climate and development goals. (IRENA) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-06-24 | Klimaat en economisch bestuur in een Europees kader: welke implicaties voor 
België? - Le climat et la gouvernance économique dans un cadre européen : quelles 
implications pour la Belgique ? 

 2024-06-24 | Industrial policy for quality jobs and a just transition  

 2024-06-24 | Online | What next for global policy to finance the just transition?  

 2024-06-26 | Hybrid | Conference on Affordable Energy: Turning civil society views into 
action  

 2024-06-27 | Hybrid | Global trends in climate litigation  

 2024-06-27 | Online | Climate risks to agricultural value chains in African markets and the 
financial innovations for safeguarding the sector  

 2024-06-28 | How to consider biodiversity in investment strategies  

 2024-07-01 | Online | Governance of CO2 storage: How can risks be addressed and 
reduced?  

 2024-07-03 | Just transition: challenges of occupational and sectorial reallocation  

 2024-07-11 | Online | The Path to Net Zero: A Climate Mitigation Journey for Banks  

 2024-07-16 | Online | Investors and human rights: Ways forward in a time of complexity  

https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/mapping-justice-in-national-climate-action-a-global-overview-of-just-transition-policies/
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/climate-justice-and-human-mobility-bridging-eu-commitments-and-policies/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/another-reindustrialised-europe-is-possible
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/europe-must-catch-up-green-tech-race-spains-climate-minister-says-2024-06-17/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-give-china-taste-its-own-medicine-ev/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-china-relations-could-still-degenerate-into-full-blown-trade-war-say-european-and-chinese-experts/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/18/lessons-from-rising-tensions-around-overcapacity-in-chinas-cleantech-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-climate-dialogue-with-china-affirms-focus-on-climate-finance-goal-past-2025/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-should-have-mirrored-chinas-green-tech-policy-former-french-and-irish-ministers-say/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/06/16/the-role-of-esg-in-mitigating-climate-change/
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esas-propose-improvements-sustainable-finance-disclosure-regulation
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/esas-propose-improvements-sustainable-finance-disclosure-regulation-2024-06-18_en
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/06/18/ecb-climate-fine/
https://ieefa.org/articles/europes-leading-green-electric-utilities-are-well-positioned-issue-debt-european-green
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-council-supports-ratification-of-un-agreement-protecting-oceans/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/high-seas-treaty-council-gives-green-light-for-its-conclusion/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/agrifish/2024/06/24/
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