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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 On 27 and 28 June, the European Council took place. Discussions included key top positions 
and the strategic agenda. (Euractiv, Euractiv, WWF, Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, The 
Guardian, Euractiv, CEO, EPSU, Briefing, CEO, Sven Biscop, Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, 
Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, The Guardian, IDDRI, E3G, EEB, WWF) 

 Analyses on the future of the Green Deal: Euractiv, EIT Climate-KIC, CSIS, Mikael Allan 
Mikaelsson and Johan Munck af Rosenschöld, Daffa Leeven Pratama, IDDRI, FEDARENE. 

 Hungary to become new EU Council president. (Euractiv, Euractiv) 

 EU backs €650bn plan to help cities reach net zero by 2030. (Euractiv) 

 Climate engineering off the US coast could increase heatwaves in Europe, research shows. 
(The Guardian, Euronews) 

 World not ready for climate change-induced forest fires: experts. (Euractiv, The Guardian) 

 From the Black Sea to the US midwest: extreme weather threatens crops. (Euractiv) 

 Research says rising sea levels will disrupt the lives of millions of Americans by 2050. (The 
Guardian) 

 Newly identified tipping point for ice sheets could mean bigger sea level rise. (The Guardian) 

 Preparing society for climate risks in Europe - lessons and inspiration from Climate-ADAPT 
case studies. (EEA) 

 New analysis: Renewables and grid flexibility would cut electricity prices by a quarter by 
2030, a third by 2040. (SolarPower Europe) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2024/06/27-28/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/eu-leaders-face-need-to-balance-top-job-appointments-with-future-priorities/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-leaders-to-call-on-commission-to-review-key-policies-by-mid-2025/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?14165916/Nature-and-climate-at-a-crossroads---EU-leaders-to-decide-on-EU-top-jobs-and-the-Strategic-Agenda
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/germany-wants-upcoming-commission-to-pursue-eu-only-free-trade-agenda/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-leaders-to-call-on-commission-to-review-key-policies-by-mid-2025/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-top-jobs-elections-2024-leaders-brussels-ursula-von-der-leyen-antonio-costa-kaja-kallas/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/25/eu-centrist-groups-pave-way-for-von-der-leyen-to-return-as-commission-president
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/25/eu-centrist-groups-pave-way-for-von-der-leyen-to-return-as-commission-president
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/negotiators-seal-eu-top-job-package-deal-but-still-need-eu27-approval/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2024/06/industrial-deal-under-fire-ngos-demand-eu-focus-public-interest-over-corporate-capture
https://www.epsu.org/article/epsu-demands-public-services-agenda-part-eu-strategic-agenda
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)757841
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2024/06/prioritise-people-environment
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/not-another-geopolitical-commission-please/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/eu-leaders-expected-to-agree-on-von-der-leyen-top-jobs-despite-lingering-resistance/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-ditch-call-prepare-new-realities-warmer-planet-green-deal-climate-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/what-to-expect-from-the-summit-from-top-jobs-to-zelenskyys-visit-and-future-of-economy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/breaking-eu-leaders-greenlight-top-job-package-with-von-der-leyen-costa-kallas/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-institutions/news/von-der-leyens-next-challenge-fishing-for-votes-left-and-right/
https://www.politico.eu/article/von-der-leyen-costa-and-kallas-bag-eu-top-jobs/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/27/ursula-von-der-leyen-wins-second-term-as-european-commission-president
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/europes-strategic-agenda-2024-2029-reconciling-security
https://www.e3g.org/news/eu-leaders-signal-stability-on-the-eu-s-green-transition-with-new-top-jobs-and-agenda/
https://eeb.org/library/council-strategic-agenda-2024-2029-recognise-chemical-pollution-as-a-major-planetary-threat/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?14195366/Von-der-Leyen-appointed-for-second-term-as-EU-leaders-recognise-increasing-damages-due-to-climate-change-and-biodiversity-loss
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/green-deal-is-no-longer-an-ecological-but-an-economic-agenda-says-senior-eu-climate-official/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/european-green-deal/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/center-holds-european-election-and-its-impact-european-unions-trade-and-climate-policy
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/26/new-european-parliament-must-act-on-climate-change-as-a-systemic-threat/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/26/new-european-parliament-must-act-on-climate-change-as-a-systemic-threat/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/06/26/how-european-green-deal-is-strengthening-eu-foreign-policy/
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/study/european-green-deal-compass-storm-assessment-and-prospects-european
https://fedarene.org/publication/fedarene-advocates-for-the-eu-green-deals-implementation/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-wide-industrial-strategy-and-internal-labour-reserves-hungarys-policy-priorities-for-the-bloc/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/leak-hungarys-agenda-for-the-environment-energy-and-transport-council-meetings/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-backs-650-billion-euro-plan-to-help-cities-reach-net-zero-by-2030/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/21/climate-engineering-off-us-coast-could-increase-heatwaves-in-europe-study-finds
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/24/cloud-engineering-in-the-us-could-cause-heatwaves-in-europe-new-study-shows
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/world-not-ready-for-climate-change-fuelled-wildfires-experts/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/24/climate-crisis-driving-exponential-rise-in-most-extreme-wildfires
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/from-black-sea-to-us-midwest-extreme-weather-threatens-crop-output/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/25/rising-sea-levels-flooding
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/25/rising-sea-levels-flooding
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/25/newly-identified-tipping-point-for-ice-sheets-could-mean-greater-sea-level-rise
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/preparing-society-for-climate-risks-in-europe/preparing-society-for-climate-risks-in-europe-lessons
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/new-analysis-renewables-and-grid-flexibility-would-slash-electricity-prices-by-a-quarter-by-2030-by-a-third-by-2040-1


 Europe celebrates European Day of the Sun with record 70.1 GW of new solar capacity by 
2023. (SolarPower Europe) 

 Strong increase in renewables: Green energy will make up most of EU electricity by 2023. 
(Euronews) 

 EU countries fail to implement electricity market reforms. (Euractiv) 

 Who invests in energy globally and who finances it. (IEA) 

 Revision of energy taxation directive: Fit for 55 package. A briefing. 

 CBAM: European companies struggle with 'bureaucratic madness'. (Euractiv) 

 CBAM: The other border crisis. (Energy Institute). 

 Energy Charter Treaty: EU notifies its withdrawal. (Council) 

 Leaving the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) - it's not that easy. (Rachel Thrasher and Kyla 
Tienhaara) 

 The fossil fuel system wastes 2/3 of its energy before it reaches you. Inefficiency is the cause 
(not just emissions). (EnergyPost) 

 EU CO2 price 'significantly' influenced by political backing, researchers conclude. (Euractiv) 

 Negative emissions: Scientists debate role of CO2 removal in tackling climate change. 
(CarbonBrief) 

 ‘Reform or go out of business,’ carbon offsetting industry told. (The Guardian) 

 A SWOT analysis of the green hydrogen market. An article. 

 Near zero: an overview of EU member states' implementation of new build requirements. 
(BPIE) 

 Striking a balance: Trade agreements for resilient and responsible supply chains. (Transport 
& Environment) 

 Implementing the circular economy in European cities: The state of play. (Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation) 

 Six types of business models for actors in the reuse of circular building components. An 
article. 

 Monitoring progress towards a resource-efficient and circular economy. A report. (OECD) 

 Green job revolution: How C40 cities are leading the way. (Circle Economy) 

 Car industry warns EU leaders against reversing 2035 combustion engine ban. (Euractiv) 

 Making the EU single market work for the Green Deal. (Transport & Environment) 

 Polluting car manufacturers in top 10 recipients of green funds. (Transport & Environment) 

 52 million Europeans are at risk of serious health problems from ultrafine particles from 
aircraft. (Transport & Environment, Euronews) 

 Air freight greenhouse gas emissions up 25% since 2019, analysis finds. (The Guardian) 

 Getting people and businesses on board with Low Emission Zones. (IEEP) 

 Key air pollutant emissions decline across the EU, reducing ammonia biggest challenge. (EEA) 

 How much does Europe pay for clean air? A report. (Bruegel) 

 Women exposed to ‘forever chemicals’ may risk shorter breastfeeding duration. (The 
Guardian) 

 NGOs see PVC problem very clear. (META) 

 Discussion paper: The economy of tomorrow. (CAN Europe) 

 More than ''bouncing back'': harnessing transformative resilience and new governance in 
the face of shocks and complexity. Two new reports. (EEA) 

 Industrial policy for quality jobs and a just transition. A briefing. (ETUI) 

 A policy framework and guideline for a just transition to anticipate and manage change. 
(ETUC) 

 Is the EU's green industrial policy doomed to fail? (Ferdi De Ville) 

 Europe needs an industrial development fund. (Marcin Korolec) 

 EIB launches new programme to support strategic technologies. (Euractiv) 

https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/europe-celebrates-european-solar-day-with-record-70-1-gw-of-new-solar-capacity-in-2023
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/27/renewables-surge-green-energy-made-up-the-majority-of-eus-electricity-in-2023
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-countries-not-implementing-power-market-reforms/
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/who-is-investing-in-energy-around-the-world-and-who-is-financing-it
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698883
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/cbam-european-businesses-grapple-with-bureaucratic-madness/
https://energyathaas.wordpress.com/2024/06/03/cbam-the-other-border-crisis/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/27/energy-charter-treaty-eu-notifies-its-withdrawal/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/leaving-the-energy-charter-treaty-its-not-so-easy
https://www.socialeurope.eu/leaving-the-energy-charter-treaty-its-not-so-easy
https://energypost.eu/the-fossil-fuel-system-wastes-2-3rds-of-its-energy-before-it-gets-to-you-inefficiency-is-driving-it-out-not-just-emissions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-co2-price-significantly-influenced-by-political-backing-researchers-find/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/negative-emissions-scientists-debate-role-of-co2-removal-in-tackling-climate-change/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/26/voluntary-carbon-market-offsetting-industry-reforms-cccg-climate-crisis-advisory-group-aoe
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/17/13/3114
https://www.bpie.eu/publication/nearly-zero-a-review-of-eu-member-state-implementation-of-new-build-requirements/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/strike-a-balance-trade-agreements-for-resilient-and-responsible-supply-chains
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/strike-a-balance-trade-agreements-for-resilient-and-responsible-supply-chains
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/articles/circular-economy-implementation-in-european-cities-the-state-of-play
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/articles/circular-economy-implementation-in-european-cities-the-state-of-play
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/13/5425
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/monitoring-progress-towards-a-resource-efficient-and-circular-economy_3b644b83-en
https://www.circle-economy.com/news/green-job-revolution-how-c40-cities-are-leading-the-way
https://www.euractiv.com/section/electricity/news/car-industry-warns-eu-leaders-against-reversing-2035-combustion-engine-ban/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/making-the-eu-single-market-work-for-the-green-deal
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/polluting-carmakers-in-the-top-10-recipients-of-green-funds
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/ultrafine-particles-from-planes-put-52-million-europeans-at-risk-of-serious-health-conditions
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/25/high-blood-pressure-diabetes-dementia-how-plane-pollution-could-threaten-the-health-of-52m
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/26/air-freight-greenhouse-gas-emissions-increase-post-pandemic-economy
https://ieep.eu/publications/getting-people-and-businesses-on-board-with-low-emission-zones/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/key-air-pollutant-emissions-decline-across-the-eu
https://www.bruegel.org/working-paper/how-much-does-europe-pay-clean-air
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/26/women-breastfeeding-forever-chemicals
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/26/women-breastfeeding-forever-chemicals
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/06/27/ngos-see-pvc-problem-very-clear/
https://caneurope.org/discussion-paper-economy-of-tomorrow/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/leveraging-transformative-resilience-and-new-governance-thinking
https://www.etui.org/publications/industrial-policy-quality-jobs-and-just-transition
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/just-transition-policy-framework-and-directive-anticipate-and-manage-change
https://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/is-the-eus-green-industrial-policy-doomed-to-fail/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/european-union-must-develop-green-industrial-strategy-by-marcin-korolec-2024-06
https://www.euractiv.com/section/industrial-strategy/news/eib-launches-new-programme-to-support-strategic-technologies/


 Addressing skills and retraining needs to prevent loss of quality jobs in Europe. (IndustriAll) 

 Research and innovation in national recovery and resilience plans. A briefing. 

 Advancing credible and robust plans for a just transition. (IEEFA) 

 Sharp rise in climate lawsuits against companies, according to report. (The Guardian, LSE) 

 75 inspiring solutions from the reports of early adopters of the CSRD. (We Mean Business 
Coalition) 

 ESG investing: Steady growth amidst adversity. (IEEFA) 

 EU-regulated 'sustainable' funds invest £14bn in biggest polluters. (The Guardian) 

 Eurosystem and ECB portfolios steadily decarbonising, climate-related disclosures show. 
(ECB) 

 Protective measures against greenwashing of climate transition finance. (ClientEarth) 

 The 3 main challenges for financing the climate transition - and what we can do about them. 
(WEF) 

 Housing in a greenhouse world: could this be the next financial crash? (Green Central 
Banking) 

 Climate economics: from the veil of uncertainty to three beliefs for action. (François Villeroy 
de Galhau) 

 US block on Basel risks derailing global measures on climate risk. (Green Central Banking) 

 Nature restoration law, myths and facts for farmers. (Euractiv) 

 EPP leader for environment calls for postponement of anti-deforestation law. (Euronews) 

 Research shows that protecting just 1.2% of the world's land could save the most 
endangered species. (The Guardian) 

 Improve biodiversity monitoring in agricultural landscapes. (IEEP) 

 Agriculture ministers met on 24 June. (Council, Euractiv) 

 How can sustainable agriculture in the EU benefit from plant and new protein sources? 
(IEEP) 

 Tackling food waste in retail EU policies, challenges and future research opportunities. (IEEP) 

 NGOs take Commission to court over glyphosate re-approval. (Euractiv) 

 Member States agree on EU rules on cat and dog welfare. (Euractiv, Council) 

 The EU will need to use a wide range of levers to build equitable partnerships that will help 
partners further reduce emissions. (Bruegel) 

 UN action on gender and climate moves uphill as warming harms women. (Climate Home 
News) 

 Climate activists bemoan scant progress on finance as COP29 looms. (The Guardian) 

 Opportunities and challenges of the green transition for pastoralism and indigenous people 
in Africa. A study. 

 Will states endorse corporate capture of the future? (Magdalena Sepúlveda) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-07-01 | Online | Governance of CO2 storage: How can risks be addressed and 
reduced?  

 2024-07-02 | Online | Towards a comprehensive water strategy in the context of the climate 
and biodiversity emergencies  

 2024-07-02 | ECNO Annual Flagship Report 2024 - Insights on progress to EU climate 
neutrality for the incoming EU cycle  

 2024-07-03 | Just transition: challenges of occupational and sectorial reallocation  

https://news.industriall-europe.eu/Article/1107
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)762344
https://ieefa.org/resources/advancing-credible-and-robust-just-transition-plans
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/27/sharp-rise-in-number-of-climate-lawsuits-against-companies-report-says
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/climate-litigation-against-companies-is-on-the-rise-report-finds/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/75-inspiring-solutions-from-csrd-early-adopters-reports/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/75-inspiring-solutions-from-csrd-early-adopters-reports/
https://ieefa.org/resources/esg-investing-steady-growth-amidst-adversity
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/25/eu-regulated-sustainable-funds-invest-14bn-in-biggest-polluters
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2024/html/ecb.pr240625~94de5e0780.en.html
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/documents/guardrails-to-address-greenwashing-of-climate-transition-finance/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/06/net-zero-climate-finance-transition-challenges/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/06/24/housing-in-a-hothouse-world/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/06/24/housing-in-a-hothouse-world/
https://www.banque-france.fr/en/governors-interventions/climate-economics-veil-uncertainty-three-convictions-action
https://www.banque-france.fr/en/governors-interventions/climate-economics-veil-uncertainty-three-convictions-action
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/06/27/us-basel-block-climate-risk-graham-steele/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/nature-restoration-law-myths-and-facts-for-farmers/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/06/27/epp-environment-lead-calls-for-delay-to-anti-deforestation-law
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/25/protecting-just-12-of-earths-land-could-save-worlds-most-threatened-species-says-study-aoe
https://ieep.eu/publications/advancing-biodiversity-monitoring-in-agricultural-landscapes/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/agrifish/2024/06/24/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/spat-over-subsidies-breaks-eu-consensus-on-future-of-farming/
https://ieep.eu/publications/how-can-sustainable-farming-in-the-eu-benefit-from-plant-based-and-novel-sources-of-protein/
https://ieep.eu/publications/addressing-food-waste-in-the-retail-sector-eu-policies-challenges-and-future-research-opportunities/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/ngos-to-take-commission-to-court-over-re-approval-of-glyphosate/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/member-states-agree-on-eu-wide-rules-for-the-welfare-of-cats-and-dogs/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/26/welfare-of-cats-and-dogs-council-paves-the-way-for-first-ever-eu-wide-law/
https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/re-energising-europes-global-green-reach
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/28/un-action-on-gender-and-climate-faces-uphill-climb-as-warming-hits-women-hard/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/06/28/un-action-on-gender-and-climate-faces-uphill-climb-as-warming-hits-women-hard/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/21/climate-activists-bemoan-scant-progress-on-finance-as-cop29-looms
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EXPO_IDA(2024)754455
https://www.socialeurope.eu/will-states-endorse-corporate-capture-of-the-future
https://www.oeko.de/en/events/governance-of-co2-storage-how-can-risks-be-addressed-and-reduced/
https://www.oeko.de/en/events/governance-of-co2-storage-how-can-risks-be-addressed-and-reduced/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/towards-comprehensive-water-strategy-context-climate-and-biodiversity-emergencies
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/towards-comprehensive-water-strategy-context-climate-and-biodiversity-emergencies
https://newclimate.org/events/launch-event-ecno-annual-flagship-report-2024-insights-on-progress-to-eu-climate-neutrality
https://newclimate.org/events/launch-event-ecno-annual-flagship-report-2024-insights-on-progress-to-eu-climate-neutrality
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/just-transition-challenges-of-occupational-and-sectorial-reallocation/


 2024-07-03 | The transformative power of economic democracy  

 2024-07-11 | Online | The Path to Net Zero: A Climate Mitigation Journey for Banks  

 2024-07-16 | Online | Investors and human rights: Ways forward in a time of complexity  
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