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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 COP29 climate conference news: Euronews, Climate Home News, E3G, Carbon Market 
Watch, IEA, META, New Climate Institute. 

 Environment ministers meet on 14 October to prepare for COP29. (Council, CAN Europe) 

 Climate world still has no solution for Trump 2.0. (Politico) 

 Melting glaciers force Switzerland and Italy to redraw part of Alpine border. (The Guardian, 
Euronews) 

 Wildfires are burning through humanity’s carbon budget, study shows. (The Guardian) 

 How solar geoengineering could disrupt wind and solar power. (Susanne Baur) 

 Europeans feel they need more information to prepare for emergencies, a recent 
Eurobarometer survey shows. (Commission) 

 Hearings for the new commissioners are being prepared. (Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, 
Euractiv, EP, Euractiv) 

 Engaging older people in climate-resilient communities. (SEI) 

 How the EU's energy transition can help combat calls for a ‘green pause’. (ECFR)  

 How Trump's energy policies could set America back decades. (Joseph Stiglitz) 

 Biggest annual growth in renewable energy jobs by 2023 to 16.2 million. (IRENA) 

 New report: EU solar jobs growth stagnates as rooftop market slows. (SolarPower Europe) 

 Member states have set aside enough space for offshore wind to meet their 2030 and 2040 
pledges. (WWF) 

 Germany sets first national legally binding climate adaptation targets. (CEW) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/09/27/hypocrisy-claims-levelled-at-climate-negotiators-pushing-for-low-emissions-while-backing-o
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/09/27/as-cop-troika-dithers-on-1-5c-aligned-climate-plans-experts-set-the-bar-high/
https://www.e3g.org/news/from-new-york-to-baku-key-takeaways-from-unga-nycw-and-implications-heading-into-cop29/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/02/cop28-pledges-signed-sealed-undelivered/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/02/cop28-pledges-signed-sealed-undelivered/
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/countries-have-a-major-opportunity-to-turn-methane-pledges-into-action
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/10/02/cop-29-in-azerbaijan-a-test-of-credibility-for-the-un-climate-process/
https://newclimate.org/news/press-release-cat-rates-cop29-host-azerbaijans-climate-action-critically-insufficient
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2024/10/14/
https://caneurope.org/env-council-october24/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/09/28/global-climate-change-trump-00181545
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/sep/29/melting-glaciers-switzerland-italy-alpine-border-matterhorn
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/09/30/switzerland-and-italy-redraw-border-as-melting-glaciers-shift-the-frontier
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/oct/03/wildfires-are-burning-through-humanitys-carbon-budget-study-shows
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-solar-geoengineering-could-disrupt-wind-and-solar-power/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4902
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/new-eu-commission-hearings-timeline-to-be-proposed-tuesday/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/committees-agree-on-division-of-labour-how-parliament-plans-to-grill-new-commissioners/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/eu-parliament-committee-chiefs-vie-for-commission-hearings-control/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/parliament-leaders-greenlight-commissioner-hearings-in-november/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240930IPR24372/european-parliament-hearings-with-commissioners-designate-to-start-on-4-november
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/houses-of-bulgarian-commissioner-designate-have-meps-intrigued/
https://www.sei.org/features/older-people-climate-resilient-communities/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/power-to-the-people-how-the-eus-energy-transition-can-help-fight-the-greenlash/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/how-trumps-energy-policies-could-set-america-back-decades
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2024/Oct/Highest-Annual-Growth-of-Renewables-Jobs-in-2023-Reaching-16-point-2-Million
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/new-report-growth-of-eu-solar-jobs-stagnates-as-rooftop-market-slows-1
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?15162941/space-for-offshore-wind
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/germany-sets-first-national-legally-binding-climate-adaptation-targets


 EU seeks to define low-carbon hydrogen. (Euractiv)  

 No place for carbon removal in emissions reduction policies. (Carbon Market Watch) 

 Trading in hot air: Why a market in temporary carbon removal is a bad idea. (Carbon Market 
Watch) 

 Renovations, sustainable building materials can drive Europe's green transition. A report. 
(EEA) 

 Balancing act: fair housing and sustainability in Europe’s transition. (META) 

 Exposing the invisible: life-cycle policies for climate-neutral buildings. (CAN Europe) 

 Reducing resource use for a fairer, cleaner and more resilient Europe. (CAN Europe) 

 Striking a balance: Europe's green energy ambitions and the environmental impact of 
lithium. An article. 

 Italy says enough EU countries are ready to back calls for an early emissions review. 
(Euractiv) 

 Rome claims support from member states for an earlier policy review, but EU diplomats tell 
a different story. (Politico) 

 Don't reopen EU 2035 car target, say Volvo, Uber, Ayvens and 47 other companies. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 Why the 2035 emissions-free car target is crucial. (Transport & Environment) 

 The sales challenges facing the European car industry do not indicate a crisis across the 
sector, explains T&E. (Transport & Environment) 

 Tariffs won't save European EV production if EU drops CO2 targets - analysis. (Transport & 
Environment) 

 Negotiators move closer to global price for shipping emissions. (Euractiv) 

 International maritime sector must set course for equitable and clean transition. (Carbon 
Market Watch) 

 Most shipping emissions would be unaffordable without global carbon tax - analysis. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 Airlines greenwashing: what solutions? (BEUC) 

 Spike in private jet flights to European holiday destinations. (Greenpeace, Euronews) 

 Implementation of the EU's e-SAF mandate. (Transport & Environment) 

 Cutting through the noise over contrails. (Krisztina Hencz) 

 Commission reveals disagreements between general purpose AI providers and other 
stakeholders. (Euractiv) 

 EU-China negotiations continue after 4 October vote on electric vehicles. (Euractiv) 

 EU member states must approve tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles or risk undermining 
European interests and agency. (Alicia Garcia Herrero et al.) 

 French AI summit focuses on environmental impact of energy-hungry technology. (The 
Guardian) 

 Data centre emissions are soaring – it’s AI or the climate. (The Conversation) 

 Exposing generative AI. A report. (ETUI) 

 How to ensure a just transition in times of industrial transformation. (FEPS) 

 What Draghi didn't say. (William Todts) 

 Businesses urge EU action on people and planet. (Triodos) 

 EU consumer protection laws need reform, EU Commission's Digital Fairness Fitness Check 
shows. (Euractiv, Commission) 

 German Buschmann wants to reopen negotiations EU rules on sustainability reporting. 
(Euractiv) 

 A process model approach to integrate future climate change into corporate strategies. An 
article. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-sets-out-to-define-low-carbon-hydrogen/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/03/no-place-for-carbon-removals-in-emissions-reduction-policies/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/03/trading-in-hot-air-why-a-market-in-temporary-carbon-removals-is-a-bad-idea/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/03/trading-in-hot-air-why-a-market-in-temporary-carbon-removals-is-a-bad-idea/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/renovations-sustainable-building-materials
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/10/03/balancing-act-fair-housing-and-sustainability-in-europes-transition/
https://caneurope.org/embodied-carbon-emissions-buildings/
https://caneurope.org/reduce-resource-use-for-a-fairer-cleaner-and-more-resilient-europe/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanepe/article/PIIS2666-7762(24)00257-6/fulltext
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/italy-says-enough-eu-countries-ready-to-back-call-for-early-emissions-review-2/
https://www.politico.eu/article/italy-all-smoke-no-roast-co2-car-emission-review/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/dont-re-open-the-eu-2035-cars-target-say-volvo-uber-ayvens-and-47-other-companies
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/the-2035-zero-emission-car-target
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/why-this-is-not-an-industry-crisis
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/tariffs-wont-save-european-ev-manufacturing-if-eu-drops-co2-targets-analysis
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/tariffs-wont-save-european-ev-manufacturing-if-eu-drops-co2-targets-analysis
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/negotiators-inch-closer-on-global-price-for-shipping-emissions/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/09/30/international-maritime-sector-must-set-sail-for-a-just-and-clean-transition/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/09/30/international-maritime-sector-must-set-sail-for-a-just-and-clean-transition/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/the-majority-of-shipping-emissions-would-be-unpriced-without-global-carbon-levy-analysis
https://www.beuc.eu/news/airlines-greenwashing-what-solutions
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47242/spike-in-private-jet-flights-to-european-holiday-destinations/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/01/business-vs-leisure-private-jet-use-during-peak-holiday-seasons-exposes-extravagant-luxury
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/implementing-the-eus-e-saf-mandate
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/cutting-through-the-noise-on-contrails
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/news/commission-discloses-disagreements-between-general-purpose-ai-providers-and-other-stakeholders/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-china-negotiations-to-continue-after-4-october-electric-vehicle-vote/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/eu-member-states-should-endorse-tariffs-on-chinese-evs-or-risk-undermining-european-interests-and-agency/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/oct/02/french-ai-summit-environmental-impact-energy-hungry-tech
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/oct/02/french-ai-summit-environmental-impact-energy-hungry-tech
https://theconversation.com/data-centre-emissions-are-soaring-its-ai-or-the-climate-240137
https://www.etui.org/publications/exposing-generative-ai
https://feps-europe.eu/publication/how-to-ensure-a-just-transition-in-times-of-industrial-transformation/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/what-draghi-didnt-say-how-to-do-industrial-strategy-when-your-own-industry-is-sabotaging-it
https://www.triodos.com/en/articles/2024/businesses-urge-eu-action-on-people-and-planet
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/news/eu-consumer-protection-laws-in-need-of-reform-reveals-eu-commissions-digital-fairness-fitness-check/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4901
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/germanys-buschmann-wants-to-re-open-eu-sustainability-reporting-rules-negotiations/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00550-024-00550-0


 What role do catastrophe bonds play in managing the physical risks from climate change? 
(LSE) 

 Improve global collaboration and modelling to address climate risks, say central bankers. 
(Green Central Banking) 

 The next Biodiversity Conference (COP16) will take place in Colombia from 21 October to 1 
November. (CBD, ENB, SEI, Euractiv, The Guardian) 

 Too few countries on track to restore nature by 2030, reveals new country tracker ahead of 
global nature conference. (WWF) 

 Commission wants to delay deforestation bill by a year. (Politico, Euractiv, The Guardian, 
Euronews, Luciana Téllez Chávez, ClientEarth, Global Witness, Reuters, WRI, Commission, 
Greenpeace) 

 Biggest contributors to deforestation may escape ‘high risk’ label under EU benchmarking. 
(Euractiv) 

 Botanists identify 33 global ‘dark spots’ with thousands of unknown plants. (The Guardian) 

 Amazon state that will host COP30 closes ‘biggest carbon credit sale in history’. (Climate 
Home News)  

 FAO: innovate and maximise the potential of forests to tackle food and climate problems. 
(Euractiv) 

 National agriculture plans miss EU environmental targets, say European auditors. (Euractiv, 
ECA, Arc2020) 

 EU farmers under pressure to grow big or go bust. A report. (Greenpeace) 

 Scientists criticise UN agency's failure to withdraw report on livestock emissions. (The 
Guardian) 

 Stigma on informal labour hinders circular economy initiatives in the Global South. (Circle 
Economy) 

 Africa's small-scale revolution against big agriculture: five farmers talk about greener, better 
food. (The Guardian) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-10-09 | Competitiveness and convergence: Can we ensure them both? How civil 
society can contribute?   

 2024-10-09 – 2024-10-10 | The International Mobility Summit  

 2024-10-15 – 2024-10-17 | Energy Storage Global Conference  

 2024-10-15 | Webinar | The state of EU right to repair: missing pieces to a thriving repair 
economy in Europe  

 2024-10-15 | Online | The role of circular economy and bioeconomy in supporting 
sustainable agri-food systems to promote sustainable rural/ urban development in the EU  

 2024-10-16 | Online | The sustainability transition of EU Food Systems: making progress or 
taking time?  

 2024-10-17 | Hybrid | Conference on Radioactive Waste Management : A Civil Society 
Perspective  

 2024-10-17 | Online | EU-US trade relations – What does the future hold?  

 2024-10-17 | Workshop on EU Paris-aligned and EU Climate Transition benchmarks  

 2024-10-22 | Online | Getting ready for the European green bond standard - Stakeholder 
workshop  

 2024-10-29 | Online | State of transition in the banking sector 2024  

https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-role-do-catastrophe-bonds-play-in-managing-the-physical-risks-from-climate-change/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/10/01/improve-global-collaboration-and-modelling-to-address-climate-risks/
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2024
https://enb.iisd.org/un-biodiversity-conference-cbd-cop16
https://www.sei.org/features/our-guide-to-the-un-biodiversity-conference-cbd-cop16/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/cop16-global-biodiversity-talks-to-focus-on-financing/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/03/colombia-minister-susana-muhamad-biodiversity-cop16-fossil-fuels
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?12112966/NBSAP-Tracker-Press
https://www.politico.eu/article/manfred-weber-ursula-von-der-leyen-europe-deforestation-law-walkback/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/delay-in-eu-anti-deforestation-enforcement-leaves-little-time-to-make-changes/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/03/former-eu-environment-chief-criticises-plans-to-delay-deforestation-law
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/03/deforestation-law-u-turn-signals-discord-over-green-deal-policy
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/10/01/von-der-leyen-should-focus-on-implementation-of-eus-deforestation-law-not-its-rollback
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/commission-announces-plan-to-delay-flagship-anti-deforestation-law-lawyers-react/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/proposed-delay-eu-anti-deforestation-law-could-cause-deforestation-14-times-size-paris/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-proposes-12-month-delay-deforestation-regulation-2024-10-02/
https://www.wri.org/news/statement-eu-deforestation-regulation-should-not-be-delayed
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_5009
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47260/von-der-leyen-might-as-well-have-wielded-the-chainsaw-herself-greenpeace-comment-on-eudr-delay/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/top-deforestation-drivers-could-dodge-high-risk-tag-under-eu-benchmarking/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/01/kew-botanic-gardens-study-33-dark-spots-plant-species-identification-unknown-biodiversity-
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/09/27/amazon-state-that-will-host-cop30-strikes-largest-carbon-credit-sale-in-history/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/09/27/amazon-state-that-will-host-cop30-strikes-largest-carbon-credit-sale-in-history/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/innovate-and-maximise-forest-potential-to-fight-food-and-climate-challenges-says-fao/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/national-agricultural-plans-miss-eu-environmental-targets-say-european-auditors/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2024-20
https://www.arc2020.eu/cap-not-matching-europes-green-ambitions-say-auditors-again/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47246/eu-farmers-under-pressure-to-go-big-or-go-bust/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/sep/30/scientists-criticise-un-agency-fao-failure-to-withdraw-livestock-emissions-report
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/sep/30/scientists-criticise-un-agency-fao-failure-to-withdraw-livestock-emissions-report
https://www.circle-economy.com/news/informal-labour-stigma-hinders-circular-economy-initiatives-in-the-global-south
https://www.circle-economy.com/news/informal-labour-stigma-hinders-circular-economy-initiatives-in-the-global-south
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/oct/03/africas-small-scale-revolution-against-big-agriculture-five-farmers-talk-greener-better-food
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/competitiveness-and-convergence-can-we-ensure-them-both-how-civil-society-can-contribute-0
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/competitiveness-and-convergence-can-we-ensure-them-both-how-civil-society-can-contribute-0
https://urban-mobility-observatory.transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/international-mobility-summit-2024-10-09_en
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://repair.eu/news/webinar-the-state-of-eu-right-to-repair-missing-pieces-to-a-thriving-repair-economy-in-europe/
https://repair.eu/news/webinar-the-state-of-eu-right-to-repair-missing-pieces-to-a-thriving-repair-economy-in-europe/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/role-circular-economy-and-bioeconomy-supporting-sustainable-agri-food-systems-promote-sustainable-rural-urban
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/role-circular-economy-and-bioeconomy-supporting-sustainable-agri-food-systems-promote-sustainable-rural-urban
https://www.greendealnet.eu/sustainability-transition-EU-Food-Systems
https://www.greendealnet.eu/sustainability-transition-EU-Food-Systems
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-radioactive-waste-management-civil-society-perspective
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-radioactive-waste-management-civil-society-perspective
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-us-trade-relations-what-does-the-future-hold
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/workshop-eu-paris-aligned-and-eu-climate-transition-benchmarks-2024-10-17_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/getting-ready-european-green-bond-standard-stakeholder-workshop-2024-10-22_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/getting-ready-european-green-bond-standard-stakeholder-workshop-2024-10-22_en
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/state-of-transition-in-the-banking-sector-2024-webinar/


 2024-10-30 | The future of the European raw materials industry - How can Europe remain 
competitive on the global stage?  

 2024-10-30 | Unlocking Industrial Electrification - The EU Electrification Action Plan  

 2024-10-31 | Hybrid | The Global Plastic Treaty negotiations: The dynamic between the EU's 
multilateral and internal green agenda  

 2024-10-31 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #17: The Global Plastic Treaty 
negotiations  

 2024-10-31 | Nourishing Europe - Financing the path to resilient and sustainable food 
systems  

 2024-11-07 | Online | Civil Society Dialogue on the impact of EU FTAs on key environmental 
aspects, including climate  

 2024-11-07 | 20 years after. Perspectives on industrial relations in Central and Eastern 
Europe since the 2004 EU enlargement  

 2024-11-13 | The path to the climate neutrality of district heating systems - Solutions, 
regulations, technologies  

 2024-11-13 | Financing the green transition of the economy  

 2024-11-15 | Hybrid | Supporting companies in applying the European sustainability 
reporting standards  

 2024-11-18 – 2024-11-22 | European Hydrogen Week  

 2024-12-03 – 2024-12-05 | Sustainable Future Week  

 2024-12-12 | 4th European EnerGreenDeal Conference  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2024-10-22 | Communication on the European Research Area  

 Tbc | Communication on e-commerce  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-and-graphite-navigating-the-challenges-between-energy-and-trade
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-and-graphite-navigating-the-challenges-between-energy-and-trade
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-industrial-electrification-the-eu-electrification-action-plan
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/nourishing-europe-financing-the-path-to-resilient-and-sustainable-food-systems
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/nourishing-europe-financing-the-path-to-resilient-and-sustainable-food-systems
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-meetings-civil-society/csd-impact-eu-ftas-key-environmental-aspects-including-climate-2024-11-07_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-meetings-civil-society/csd-impact-eu-ftas-key-environmental-aspects-including-climate-2024-11-07_en
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