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General 

• The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

• The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

• The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

• The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

• News on the COP29 climate conference starting on 11 November: E3G, E3G, Study EP. 

• Environment ministers approved their position for COP29: Council, CAN Europe. 

• There was a meeting of the European Council on 17 and 18 October. (CAN Europe) 

• Trees and land absorbed almost no CO2 last year. Is nature's carbon sink failing? (The 
Guardian) 

• 3,000 risk experts and 20,000 citizens call climate change the biggest threat to the world 
(Euronews) 

• EU at risk of falling behind in climate adaptation race. (ECA) 

• Climate adaptation using cohesion policy: Promoting adaptation, regional resilience and 
economic sustainability. A study. 

• Global water crisis puts half of world food production at risk over next 25 years. (The 
Guardian) 

• Global target of tripling renewable energy requires USD 1.5 trillion in investment per year. 
(IRENA, Politico, Climate Home News) 

• European wind energy supply chain continues to work towards EU targets. (WindEurope) 

• Europe's clean energy future can only be achieved through concerted action. (WEF, IEA) 

• EU climate goals at risk from ambition gaps and delays. (CAN Europe)  

• Geopolitical tensions expose vulnerabilities in the global energy system, reinforcing the need 
for faster clean energy expansion. (IEA, The Guardian, Oil Change International, Euronews) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://www.e3g.org/publications/an-orderly-and-equitable-global-transition-away-from-fossil-fuels/
https://www.e3g.org/news/cop29-what-we-need-to-see/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2024)754220
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/14/un-climate-change-conference-eu-calls-for-efforts-to-keep-the-15-c-goal-within-reach/
https://caneurope.org/eu-cop29-negotiating-position/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2024/10/17/
https://caneurope.org/letter-to-the-eu-heads-of-states-clean-industrial-deal/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/14/nature-carbon-sink-collapse-global-heating-models-emissions-targets-evidence-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/14/nature-carbon-sink-collapse-global-heating-models-emissions-targets-evidence-aoe
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/15/3000-risk-experts-and-20000-citizens-name-climate-change-as-number-one-threat-facing-the-w
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2024-15
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2024)752459
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/16/global-water-crisis-food-production-at-risk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/16/global-water-crisis-food-production-at-risk
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2024/Oct/Global-Goal-of-Tripling-Renewables-Needs-USD-1-point-5-Trillion-Investment-Per-Year
https://www.politico.eu/article/dramatic-spending-surge-needed-to-hit-clean-energy-goals-world-renewables-agency-warns/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/10/11/despite-solar-surge-world-off-track-for-cop28-renewable-energy-target/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/news/europes-wind-supply-chain-continues-ramp-up-to-meet-eu-targets/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/10/europe-green-energy-future-unity-wef-draghi/
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/europe-s-clean-energy-future-can-only-be-delivered-through-unified-action
https://caneurope.org/necp-tracker-climate-goals-gaps-delays/
https://www.iea.org/news/geopolitical-tensions-are-laying-bare-fragilities-in-the-global-energy-system-reinforcing-need-for-faster-expansion-of-clean-energy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/16/fossil-fuels-could-become-cheaper-and-more-abundant-says-iea
https://www.oilchange.org/news/weo-exposes-governments-climate-action-shortfall/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/16/has-the-demand-for-fossil-fuels-already-peaked-a-new-report-suggests-that-may-be-the-case


• Twelve EU countries urge Commission to support energy interconnections and lower energy 
prices. (Euractiv) 

• Network tariffs: Paving the way for industrial electrification and competitiveness. (Euractiv) 

• Carbon capture doesn't work - yet EU goes for it. (Belén Balanyá) 

• Coalition of stakeholders drafts climate-friendly blueprint for EU carbon removal policy. 
(Carbon Market Watch) 

• Why geoengineering is a false solution to the climate crisis. (CIEL) 

• ‘Isolated’ France faces political storm over EU-South America trade deal. (Politico) 

• EU wants to give farmers money to overcome French opposition to Mercosur deal. (Politico) 

• Unlocking lithium's potential: how to do it sustainably in Europe? (Transport & Environment) 

• Europe's lithium-ion battery landscape is evolving, sustainably. (Euractiv) 

• Within reach: The 2025 CO2 targets for new passenger cars in the European Union. (ICCT) 

• Tax on Europe’s frequent flyers could raise €64bn a year – study. (The Guardian, Euronews) 

• Railways and clean industry join forces with NGOs to call for the introduction of a fuel tax on 
planes and ships. (Transport & Environment) 

• ‘Green claims’ directive: Protecting consumers from greenwashing. A briefing. 

• Air quality: Council gives final green light to stricter standards in EU. (Council, EEB) 

• Gender and toxic substances: The hidden burden of mercury and other hazardous chemicals 
on women's health. (META) 

• Pollution, overuse and climate change threaten Europe's water resilience. A new report. 
(EEA, The Guardian, Euronews, Euractiv, EEB) 

• The growing threat of climate-sensitive infectious diseases. (Madeleine Thomson and Felipe 
J Colón-González) 

• European medical faculties to increase training on diseases linked to climate crisis. (The 
Guardian)  

• Council urges Commission to take effective measures to implement chemicals strategy. (EEB) 

• Platform workers: Council adopts new rules to improve their working conditions. (Council) 

• Is it worse not to have climate solutions - or to have them but refuse to use them? (Rebecca 
Solnit) 

• Expert group calls for €220bn R&I budget, independent councils and ‘radical simplification’ 
(Euractiv, Politico) 

• Is Europe losing the innovation race? (Philippe Aghion, Mathias Dewatripont and Jean Tirole) 

• Draghi's wake-up call: will Europe act or snooze? (Barry Eichengreen) 

• Enabling a just transition: the essential role of tax policy. (PWC) 

• ECB's Elderson: new financial instruments must take climate into account. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• An analysis of the new European tax rules. (Sebastian Gechert, Dario Guarascio, Philipp 
Heimberger, Bernhard Schütz and Francesco Zezza) 

• Making choices: Behavioural taxation in the EU. A briefing. 

• Global biodiversity conference COP16 begins on 21 October: Briefing EP, Client Earth, The 
Guardian, Greenpeace, WEF, CarbonBrief, CarbonBrief, ClientEarth, The Conversation, 
Amnesty International, IEEP, The Conversation, Euronews, Climate Home News, Global 
Witness. 

• Environment ministers approved their position for COP16: Council. 

• EU deforestation law: Council approves extension of application deadline. (Council, WWF, 
Greenpeace, WWF, WEF, Reuters) 

• Guidance and recommendations for ambitious nature restoration plans. A report. (IEEP)  

• Reducing emissions from agriculture: Reflection on the possible design and scope of an EU 
emissions trading system for agriculture. (EEB) 

• Making the most of the EU's new Clean Trade and Investment Partnerships. (Bruegel) 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/twelve-eu-countries-urge-brussels-to-back-energy-links-lower-energy-prices/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/network-charges-paving-the-way-for-industrial-electrification-and-competitiveness/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2024/10/carbon-capture-doesnt-work-yet-eu-going-it
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/10/17/stakeholder-coalition-draws-up-climate-friendly-blueprint-for-eu-carbon-removal-policy/
https://www.ciel.org/why-geoengineering-is-a-false-solution-to-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-eu-south-american-trade-deal-mercosur-farmers-agriculture-emmanuel-macron/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-plans-cash-french-resistance-mercosur-deal-trade/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/unlocking-lithiums-potential-how-to-do-it-sustainably-in-europe
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/europes-lithium-ion-battery-landscape-is-evolving-sustainably/
https://theicct.org/publication/2025-co2-manufacturers-targets-oct24/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/oct/17/tax-on-europes-frequent-flyers-could-raise-64bn-a-year-study
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/17/taking-more-than-2-flights-a-year-50-frequent-flyer-tax-could-raise-much-needed-64bn-for-c
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/rail-and-clean-industry-players-join-forces-with-ngos-to-call-for-the-introduction-of-a-fuel-tax-for-planes-and-ships
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)753958
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/14/air-quality-council-gives-final-green-light-to-strengthen-standards-in-the-eu/
https://eeb.org/council-gives-final-approval-for-stricter-air-quality-laws/
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/10/17/the-hidden-burden-of-mercury-on-womens-health/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/state-of-water
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/14/european-environment-agency-report-surface-water-quality
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/15/the-health-of-europes-waters-is-not-good-why-its-time-to-crack-down-on-chemical-pollution
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/europes-water-security-under-threat-environment-agency-warns/
https://eeb.org/europes-water-crisis-needs-urgent-attention-says-eeas-state-of-water-report/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-the-growing-threat-of-climate-sensitive-infectious-diseases/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-the-growing-threat-of-climate-sensitive-infectious-diseases/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/oct/14/european-network-climate-health-education-medical-schools-diseases-students-dengue-malaria-heatstroke
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/oct/14/european-network-climate-health-education-medical-schools-diseases-students-dengue-malaria-heatstroke
https://eeb.org/council-urges-commission-to-take-effective-measures-for-chemicals-strategy-implementation/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/14/platform-workers-council-adopts-new-rules-to-improve-their-working-conditions/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/16/climate-crisis-technology-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/16/climate-crisis-technology-ai
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/news/expert-group-calls-for-e220-billion-ri-budget-independent-councils-and-radical-simplification/
https://www.politico.eu/article/double-eu-research-budget-or-loose-against-us-china-experts-warn-report-horizon-europe/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/is-europe-losing-the-innovation-race
https://www.socialeurope.eu/draghis-wake-up-call-will-europe-act-or-snooze
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/services/tax/esg-tax/just-transition-role-of-tax-policies.html
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/10/16/elderson-financial-instruments-consider-climate/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/10/16/elderson-financial-instruments-consider-climate/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/austerity-at-our-doorstep-an-analysis-of-the-new-european-fiscal-rules
https://www.socialeurope.eu/austerity-at-our-doorstep-an-analysis-of-the-new-european-fiscal-rules
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)762466
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2024)754217
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/news/what-is-cop16-the-convention-on-biological-diversity/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/15/about-80-percent-countries-fail-submit-plans-preserve-nature-ahead-cop16-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/15/about-80-percent-countries-fail-submit-plans-preserve-nature-ahead-cop16-aoe
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47283/media-briefing-the-eu-and-the-cop16-biodiversity-summit-in-cali-colombia/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/10/implementing-global-biodiversity-framework-cop16/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop16-countries-miss-un-deadline-to-submit-nature-pledges/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/interactive-tracking-negotiating-texts-at-the-uns-cop16-biodiversity-summit/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press/global-biodiversity-targets-risk-failing-unless-countries-put-nature-laws-in-place/
https://theconversation.com/three-ways-the-upcoming-un-biodiversity-summit-could-make-a-difference-240225
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/10/cop16-states-must-reinforce-human-rights-protections-in-global-biodiversity-framework/
https://ieep.eu/publications/issues-at-stake-at-the-cop16-to-the-convention-on-biological-diversity/
https://theconversation.com/nature-markets-may-help-preserve-biodiversity-but-they-risk-repeating-colonial-patterns-of-indigenous-exploitation-238579
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/10/18/the-paris-agreement-for-nature-can-cop16-move-countries-to-protect-30-of-land-and-water-by
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/10/17/cop16-confronts-huge-challenge-of-protecting-30-of-worlds-land-and-sea/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/road-cop30/cop16-aligning-biodiversity-human-rights-and-climate-action/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/road-cop30/cop16-aligning-biodiversity-human-rights-and-climate-action/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/14/un-biodiversity-convention-eu-reaffirms-global-pledge-to-protect-a-third-of-the-planet-by-2030/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/16/eu-deforestation-law-council-agrees-to-extend-application-timeline/
https://www.wwf.eu/?15410891/225-global-groups-say-Hands-off-the-EU-deforestation-regulation
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47275/225-global-groups-say-hands-off-the-eu-deforestation-regulation/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?15428941/Member-States-agree-to-12-months-more-deforestation
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/10/the-delay-to-eu-deforestation-rules-must-help-people-transition/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-envoys-agree-implementation-delay-deforestation-law-2024-10-16/
https://ieep.eu/news/guidance-and-recommendations-for-ambitious-nature-restoration-plans-report/
https://eeb.org/library/reducing-emissions-from-agriculture-reflection-on-the-potential-design-and-scope-of-an-eu-emissions-trading-system-for-agriculture/
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/making-most-new-eu-clean-trade-and-investment-partnerships


• The South is at the forefront of the renewable energy revolution. (Vikram Singh) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2024-10-22 | Online | Getting ready for the European green bond standard - Stakeholder 
workshop  

• 2024-10-28 | Online | Policy engagement to accelerate adaptation action  

• 2024-10-29 | Online | State of transition in the banking sector 2024  

• 2024-10-30 | The future of the European raw materials industry - How can Europe remain 
competitive on the global stage?  

• 2024-10-30 | Unlocking Industrial Electrification - The EU Electrification Action Plan  

• 2024-10-31 | Hybrid | The Global Plastic Treaty negotiations: The dynamic between the EU's 
multilateral and internal green agenda  

• 2024-10-31 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #17: The Global Plastic Treaty 
negotiations  

• 2024-10-31 | Nourishing Europe - Financing the path to resilient and sustainable food 
systems  

• 2024-11-04 | Webinar | The Global Landscape of Climate Finance 2024: Insights for COP29  

• 2024-11-07 | Online | Civil Society Dialogue on the impact of EU FTAs on key environmental 
aspects, including climate  

• 2024-11-07 | 20 years after. Perspectives on industrial relations in Central and Eastern 
Europe since the 2004 EU enlargement  

• 2024-11-07 | Online | The Clean Industrial Deal: Decarbonizing Europe’s energy-intensive 
industries?  

• 2024-11-12 | Circularity in the automotive sector - The end-of-life vehicles regulation 
proposal  

• 2024-11-13 | The path to the climate neutrality of district heating systems - Solutions, 
regulations, technologies  

• 2024-11-13 | Financing the green transition of the economy  

• 2024-11-15 | Hybrid | Supporting companies in applying the European sustainability 
reporting standards  

• 2024-11-18 – 2024-11-22 | European Hydrogen Week  

• 2024-11-19 | Minimum income schemes and their role in the eco-social welfare state  

• 2024-11-20 | Online | Just transition in Europe and beyond: The role of EU policies  

• 2024-11-20 | Automated vehicles - A roadmap for the future?  

• 2024-12-03 – 2024-12-05 | Sustainable Future Week  

• 2024-12-05 – 2024-12-06 | Hybrid | Rethink Circularity: European Circular Economy Summit 
2024  

• 2024-12-12 | 4th European EnerGreenDeal Conference  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2024-10-22 | Communication on the European Research Area  

• Tbc | Communication on e-commerce  

 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/10/16/the-global-south-is-surging-ahead-in-the-renewables-revolution/
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/getting-ready-european-green-bond-standard-stakeholder-workshop-2024-10-22_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/getting-ready-european-green-bond-standard-stakeholder-workshop-2024-10-22_en
https://www.sei.org/events/webinar-policy-engagement-to-accelerate-adaptation-action/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/state-of-transition-in-the-banking-sector-2024-webinar/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-and-graphite-navigating-the-challenges-between-energy-and-trade
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/carbon-and-graphite-navigating-the-challenges-between-energy-and-trade
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-industrial-electrification-the-eu-electrification-action-plan
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-law-lecture-17-Global-Plastic-Treaty
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/nourishing-europe-financing-the-path-to-resilient-and-sustainable-food-systems
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/nourishing-europe-financing-the-path-to-resilient-and-sustainable-food-systems
https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/event/webinar-the-global-landscape-of-climate-finance-2024-insights-for-cop29/
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-meetings-civil-society/csd-impact-eu-ftas-key-environmental-aspects-including-climate-2024-11-07_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-meetings-civil-society/csd-impact-eu-ftas-key-environmental-aspects-including-climate-2024-11-07_en
https://www.etui.org/events/20-years-after
https://www.etui.org/events/20-years-after
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Clean-Industrial-Deal-Decarbonizing-Energy-Industries
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Clean-Industrial-Deal-Decarbonizing-Energy-Industries
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/circularity-in-the-automotive-sector-the-end-of-life-vehicles-regulation-proposal
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/circularity-in-the-automotive-sector-the-end-of-life-vehicles-regulation-proposal
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-path-to-the-climate-neutrality-of-district-heating-systems-solutions-regulations-technologies
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-path-to-the-climate-neutrality-of-district-heating-systems-solutions-regulations-technologies
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/financing-the-green-transition-of-the-economy/
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/supporting-companies-applying-european-sustainability-reporting-standards-2024-11-15_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/supporting-companies-applying-european-sustainability-reporting-standards-2024-11-15_en
https://euhydrogenweek.eu/
https://www.etui.org/events/minimum-income-schemes-and-their-role-eco-social-welfare-state
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Just-transition-role-of-EU-policies
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/automated-vehicles-a-roadmap-for-the-future
https://www.politico.eu/sustainable-future-week-3/
https://www.ecv-events.com/e/8-idadvo/rethink-circularity:-european-circular-economy-summit-2024?cci
https://www.ecv-events.com/e/8-idadvo/rethink-circularity:-european-circular-economy-summit-2024?cci
https://energreendeal.eu/
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