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Export bans dirty fuels & 
pesticides



1. Bond Beter Leefmilieu

Network Policy work Projects



5 transition themes

Industry

Buildings & 
spatial planning

Transport & mobility

Agriculture & nutrition

Energy production



Transport & Mobility



Double standards?



2. Export dirty fuels



Export dirty fuels - Public Eye Investigation

● 2016
● How Swiss 

Traders Flood 
Africa with Toxic 
Fuels
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Export dirty fuels - Public Eye Investigation

Call for action (2016):
1. African governments: fuel quality standards
2. Swiss trading companies: stop selling bad quality fuels with 

damaging health impacts
3. Governments of export hubs: prohibit export of damaging 

products 
4. Swiss government: mandatory human rights and 

environmental due diligence requirements for Swiss 
companies, covering the entire supply chain
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Export dirty fuels - Public Eye Investigation

Action?
● Marc Van Peel (CD&V): “Want to investigate whether and how 

Antwerp plays a role in this.”
● Geert Bourgeois (NV-A): “we will actively cooperate in seeking 

a solution”, ”committed to a joint approach with the NL.”



Export dirty fuels - The Netherlands in the lead



Export dirty fuels - Nairobi conference (2022)

1) Oil importing countries are urged to: 
target 1 July 2023 for national 
implementation of 50 ppm petrol and 
diesel fuel standard.
6) Countries exporting oil to Africa are 
urged to export cleaner fuels with 
maximum 50 ppm sulphur – with a 
target date of 1 July 2023.



Export dirty fuels - The Netherlands in the lead

NL: dirty fuels banned from 1/4/2023

Gasoline
● sulphur: max 50 ppm
● benzene: max 1% (v/v)
● manganese: max 2 mg/L

Diesel
● sulphur: max 50 ppm



Export dirty fuels - The Netherlands in the lead

● Cleaner fuels are exported
● Trend influenced by:

○ Russian invasion → less export
○ Abolishment of Nigeria’s petrol subsidy scheme

● Total petrol export from NL: stable



Antwerp: new dirty fuel export champion?



BE also bans dirty fuel export

BE Royal Decree (15/5/2024)
Gasoline
● sulphur: max 50 ppm
● benzene: max 1% (v/v)
● manganese: max 2 mg/L

Diesel
● sulphur: max 50 ppm

Next:
● Shift to other metals
● Monitoring & enforcement
● Ban at EU level
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3. Export dirty pesticides

● BE: major exporter of 
forbidden pesticides to 
extra-EU countries

● Syngenta: export of 
neonicotinoids
(thiametoxam) to Brazil x6 
between 2020 and 2021

● Re-importation via residues 
imported food products



3. Export dirty pesticides

● 2020 European Commission: 
“hazardous chemicals banned 
in the European Union” are no 
longer “produced for export”, 
but no concrete action

● FR: export ban in 2022
● BE: more comprehensive 

export ban since June 2023 
● Reallocation to DE
● Ban at EU level needed



3. Export dirty pesticides - arguments from industry

“This will destroy the industry”

“It won’t have an impact on importing 
countries, they will get it from somewhere 
else”



3. Export dirty pesticides



Further action needed

● Unsafe toys, polluting single-use 
plastics, chemicals, cars, short-lived 
phones, …

● Good practices: 
○ EU Regulation prohibiting goods 

produced with forced labour
○ EU Regulation on mercury



Contacteer ons

Thank you!

Bond Beter Leefmilieu

Tweekerkenstraat 47
1000 Brussel

Naomi Cambien
naomi.cambien@bblv.be


