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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 News on the COP29 climate conference which began on 11 November (UNFCCC, ENB): 
Politico, Politico, Politico, Euronews, The Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, The 
Guardian, Greta Thunberg, Mukhtar Babayev, Ban Ki-moon, The Guardian, Jillian Ambrose, 
EP, Commission, OHCHR, Climate Home News, Teresa Anderson, Climate Home News, 
Climate Home News, CarbonBrief, E3G, CAN Europe, WWF, SEI, LSE, Zero Waste Europe, 
IRENA, Copernicus, Politico, Politico, Politico, Euronews, Euronews, The Guardian, The 
Guardian, Adam Morton, CIEL, ICC, Climate Home News, Climate Home News, SEI, Global 
Witness, Oil Change International, Euronews, Euronews, The Guardian, ClientEarth, Politico, 
The Guardian, Reuters, Climate Home News, Ali Mohamed, CarbonBrief, CarbonBrief, E3G, 
IRENA, CEO, Global Witness, Oil Change International, Euronews, Euronews, George 
Monbiot, The Guardian, The Guardian, EP, E3G, SEI. 

 Global carbon emissions from fossil fuels hit record high in 2024. (Global Carbon Project, 
Euronews, The Guardian, CarbonBrief) 

 ‘Minimal progress’ made this year in reducing global warming, report shows. (Climate Action 
Tracker, The Guardian, New Climate Institute) 

 What a 1.5C overshoot would mean for climate change impacts and adaptation. (Carl-
Friedrich Schleussner et al.) 

 Extreme weather cost $2 trillion globally in last decade, report shows. (The Guardian, ICC) 

 Spanish floods: denial and misinformation can cost lives. (Greenpeace) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://unfccc.int/cop29
https://enb.iisd.org/baku-un-climate-change-conference-cop29
https://www.politico.eu/article/bp-fossil-fuel-oil-gas-keir-starmer-cop29-baku-azerbaijan/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-cop-climate-confrence-summit-joe-biden-politics-donald-trump-climate/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/08/a-total-waste-of-time-the-world-leaders-shunning-cop29-over-political-spats-and-lost-confi
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/11/cop29-the-state-of-the-climate-in-eight-charts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/developing-world-needs-private-finance-for-green-transition-says-cop-president
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/cop29-which-climate-finance-ideas-are-most-likely-to-work
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/10/cop29-what-are-carbon-credits-and-why-are-they-so-controversial
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop29
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop29
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/11/greta-thunberg-cop29-authoritarian-human-rights-azerbaijan-greenwashing
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/11/cop-29-climate-crisis-covid-history-developing-nations-private-investors
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/09/ban-ki-moon-cop29-climate-crisis-hurricanes-heatwaves-flooding
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/cop29-jargon-buster-key-terms-for-this-years-climate-conference-in-azerbaijan
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/10/cop29-summit-financial-agenda-wealthy-polluters
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2024)766233
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_5721
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/cop29-states-must-prioritise-effective-climate-action-and-sufficient-finance
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/11/cop29-bulletin-day-1-agenda-fight-and-brazils-new-target/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/10/frontline-countries-must-not-be-stuck-with-the-climate-finance-bill-at-cop29/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/08/rich-nations-on-track-to-double-adaptation-finance-but-huge-gap-persists/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/08/cop29-we-need-to-adapt-to-climate-chaos-now/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/interactive-tracking-negotiating-texts-at-the-cop29-climate-summit/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/securing-a-pathway-to-ambition-through-the-new-collective-quantified-goal/
https://caneurope.org/media-briefing-can-europe-at-cop29/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?15732941/cop29-opening-PR
https://www.sei.org/collections/your-guide-to-cop29/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/cop29/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/civil-society-calls-cop29-to-deliver-climate-finance-for-waste-methane-leaving-no-one-behind/
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2024/Nov/NDCs-3-point-0-a-Make-or-Break-for-Global-Goal-to-Triple-Renewables-by-2030
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-state-art-earth-information-data-more-important-ever-fight-climate-change
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/11/world-leaders-react-to-trump-return-at-climate-summit-00188866
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-all-but-guaranteed-to-miss-global-deadline-for-climate-targets/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/11/united-states-still-committed-to-climate-fight-trump-reelection-podesta-cop29-00188756
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/11/bitterly-disappointing-trumps-election-win-casts-shadow-over-international-climate-talks-i
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/11/climate-finance-is-the-hot-topic-at-cop29-but-would-it-be-a-loan-who-pays-and-whats-it-spe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/john-podesta-cop29-climate-crisis-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/critics-say-approval-of-climate-credits-rules-on-day-one-of-cop29-was-rushed
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/11/critics-say-approval-of-climate-credits-rules-on-day-one-of-cop29-was-rushed
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/commentisfree/2024/nov/12/donald-trump-us-election-victory-second-term-climate-change-policy
https://www.ciel.org/news/cop29-opens-with-maneuvers-on-carbon-markets/
https://iccwbo.org/news-publications/policies-reports/making-the-ncqg-a-real-catalyst-of-private-sector-climate-finance/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/11/in-numbers-the-state-of-the-climate-in-2024/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/11/cross-border-climate-risks-cant-be-solved-in-isolation/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/advancing-climate-finance-climate-resilient-sanitation/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/former-irish-president-hollywood-director-and-star-wars-actress-demand-payback-time-for-big-oil-at-cop29/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/former-irish-president-hollywood-director-and-star-wars-actress-demand-payback-time-for-big-oil-at-cop29/
https://www.oilchange.org/news/oil-change-international-response-to-john-podesta-speech-at-cop29/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/12/what-is-article-6-and-why-is-it-controversial-campaigners-react-to-adoption-of-carbon-cred
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/13/cop29-invest-in-adaptation-and-resilience-to-prevent-more-valencia-floods-says-eib-preside
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/12/year-masterclass-in-human-destruction-un-chief-tells-cop29
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/documents/making-ambition-enforceable-at-cop29/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-climate-summit-global-un-keir-starmer-joe-biden-oil-gas/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/14/wealthy-countries-must-invest-1tn-a-year-by-2030-for-climate
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/why-are-countries-fighting-over-climate-finance-cop29-2024-11-13/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/12/is-cop29-breakthrough-on-un-carbon-market-all-it-seems/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2024/11/12/with-green-jobs-climate-finance-africa-can-lead-the-green-industrial-revolution/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-which-countries-have-sent-the-most-delegates-to-cop29/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop29-six-key-reasons-why-international-climate-finance-is-a-wild-west/
https://www.e3g.org/news/e3g-media-briefing-world-leaders-climate-summit/
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2024/Nov/World-Leaders-Voice-Support-for-Renewable-Partnership-in-Africa-at-COP29
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2024/11/cop29-hycoprisy-0
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/new-analysis-reveals-big-oils-profits-could-pay-for-annual-loss-damage-bill/
https://www.oilchange.org/news/new-climate-finance-goal-text-holds-ingredients-for-rich-countries-to-pay-their-fair-share-for-fossil-fuel-phase-out/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/13/to-cop-or-not-to-cop-climate-activists-on-why-they-are-still-showing-up-in-azerbaijan
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/14/climate-change-kills-spain-faces-new-flood-threat-as-leaders-highlight-extreme-weather-at-
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/15/dying-earth-cop29-azerbaijan-species
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/15/dying-earth-cop29-azerbaijan-species
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/15/coal-oil-and-gas-lobbyists-granted-access-to-cop29-says-report
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/15/cop-summits-no-longer-fit-for-purpose-say-leading-climate-policy-experts
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241111IPR25339/cop29-meps-want-all-countries-to-contribute-financially-to-climate-action
https://www.e3g.org/news/finance-day-at-cop29-a-shift-of-tone-in-response-to-critical-tensions/
https://www.sei.org/features/enhancing-policy-engagement-to-accelerate-climate-change-adaptation/
https://globalcarbonbudget.org/fossil-fuel-co2-emissions-increase-again-in-2024/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/13/we-clearly-are-not-doing-enough-global-carbon-emissions-head-for-record-high-in-2024
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/13/no-sign-of-promised-fossil-fuel-transition-as-emissions-hit-new-high
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-global-co2-emissions-will-reach-new-high-in-2024-despite-slower-growth/
https://climateactiontracker.org/
https://climateactiontracker.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/14/minimal-progress-global-heating-report-cop29
https://newclimate.org/news/press-release-climate-action-tracker-as-the-climate-crisis-worsens-warming-outlook-stagnates
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-what-1-5c-overshoot-would-mean-for-climate-impacts-and-adaptation/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-what-1-5c-overshoot-would-mean-for-climate-impacts-and-adaptation/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2024/nov/11/extreme-weather-cost-2tn-globally-over-past-decade-report-finds
https://iccwbo.org/news-publications/policies-reports/new-report-extreme-weather-events-cost-economy-2-trillion-over-the-last-decade/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47300/spanish-flooding-denialism-and-misinformation-can-cost-lives/


 Environmental policy vs reality of greenhouse gas emissions of highest-emitting countries. 
An article. 

 Commission must hold EU countries to account on climate obligations. (Chiara Martinelli and 
Christoph Bals and Ciara Brennan and Ida Edling and Jérémie Suissa and Lucie Greyl and 
Mariagrazia Midulla) 

 From 4 to 12 November, the hearings took place for the new Commissioners: Politico, 
Politico, Euractiv, Natalia Hidalgo Martínez, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, 
Politico, Euractiv, SolarPower Europe, Politico, E3G. 

 The key role of sufficiency for low-demand-based carbon neutrality and energy security 
across Europe. An article. 

 Managing the growth of offshore wind energy and marine ecosystem protection in Europe. 
(EEA) 

 Global employment in the energy sector to grow 3.8% by 2023, faster than the economy as a 
whole. (IEA) 

 AI-backed policy guide: using energy efficiency to combat energy poverty in the EU. (Öko-
Institut) 

 Carbon markets and their implications for a just transition for all. (ILO) 

 Climate impact of carbon credits significantly overestimated. (Öko-Institut, Carbon Market 
Watch) 

 Buildings in hot climate zones - Quantifying energy and CO2 reduction potential for different 
architectural and building installation measures. An article. 

 EU's Critical Resources Act needs better financial support, say industry experts. (Euractiv) 

 Global plastic production must come down to curb pollution, says research. (The Guardian, 
Science) 

 Cities cannot afford to wait for governments to tackle fast fashion. (Zero Waste Europe) 

 Extended producer responsibility: a step forward towards a circular textile system. (Öko-
Institut) 

 Aviation: Reduce contrail warming for less than €4 per ticket per flight ticket - new study. 
(Transport & Environment) 

 Establishing an emissions control area for ships in the North Atlantic could prevent several 
thousand premature deaths by 2050. (ICCT) 

 Making waves: The international implications and opportunities of the EU carbon market for 
shipping. (Transport & Environment) 

 Improving user experience when charging electric vehicles in public. (ICCT) 

 Can EU tariffs on Chinese electric cars save the car industry? (Béla Galgóczi) 

 Limiting PFAS also means limiting fluoropolymers. (META) 

 Europe can build a competitive renewable hydrogen value chain to decarbonise hard to 
electrify sectors. (WindEurope) 

 A question of demand - hydrogen and renewable electricity for EU steel and iron transition. 
(LeadIt) 

 Why Draghi is wrong about Europe's solar sector. (Johan Lindahl) 

 The just energy transition ignores labour outside the formal economy. So is it just? (Diana 
Vela-Almeida) 

 Economic consequences of climate change may be worse than anticipated, says NGFS. 
(Green Central Banking) 

 94% of Europeans support climate change adaptation measures, according to EIB survey. 
(EIB) 

 European insurance authority recognises high risk fossil fuel assets. (Reclaim Finance, Green 
Central Banking) 

 A safe climate depends on a changed IMF - here's what needs to change. (Rakesh Mohan) 

https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/17/22/5705
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/commission-must-hold-eu-countries-to-account-on-climate-obligations/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/commission-must-hold-eu-countries-to-account-on-climate-obligations/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/commission-must-hold-eu-countries-to-account-on-climate-obligations/
https://www.politico.eu/article/competition-teresa-ribera-climate-chief-expert-spain-eu-e3g-government-economy-public-funds/
https://www.politico.eu/article/giorgia-meloni-ecr-builds-good-will-before-fitto-hearing/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/liveblog-european-commissioner-hearings/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/opinion/will-spains-new-european-commissioner-be-telefonicas-woman/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/opinion/europes-new-tech-commissioner-actually-likes-tech/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/european-parliaments-decision-on-commissioner-varhelyis-appointment-postponed-to-november-13/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/spains-ribera-accosted-by-right-wing-meps-as-she-stays-light-on-policy-detail/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/evps-confirmation-meetings-to-be-postponed-after-political-agreement/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/opinion/von-der-leyen-steps-in-to-save-her-commission-from-mep-squabbles/
https://www.politico.eu/article/teresa-ribera-eu-confirmation-hearing-climate-change-economy-spain/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/spanish-politicians-clash-over-teresa-riberas-eu-nomination/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-eu-executive-vice-president-for-industry-hearing-at-the-european-parliament
https://www.politico.eu/article/new-european-commission-timeline-commissioner-confirmation-hearing-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.e3g.org/news/eu-commissioner-hearings-conclude-what-s-next-for-europe-s-climate-agenda/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-53393-0
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/managing-offshore-wind-energy-and-marine-ecosystem
https://www.iea.org/news/global-energy-sector-employment-increased-by-38-in-2023-outpacing-the-wider-economy
https://www.oeko.de/en/news/latest-news/ai-supported-policy-guide-leveraging-energy-efficiency-to-combat-energy-poverty-in-the-eu/
https://www.oeko.de/en/news/latest-news/ai-supported-policy-guide-leveraging-energy-efficiency-to-combat-energy-poverty-in-the-eu/
https://www.ilo.org/publications/carbon-markets-and-their-implications-just-transition-all
https://www.oeko.de/en/news/press-releases/climate-impact-of-carbon-credits-is-substantially-overestimated/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/11/14/cooking-the-climate-books-new-peer-reviewed-study-finds-carbon-credit-impact-vastly-overstated/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2024/11/14/cooking-the-climate-books-new-peer-reviewed-study-finds-carbon-credit-impact-vastly-overstated/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/22/9812
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eus-critical-raw-materials-act-will-need-better-financial-support-say-industry-experts/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/14/global-plastic-production-cut-pollution-waste-un-treaty
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adr3837
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/cities-cannot-afford-to-wait-for-governments-to-tackle-fast-fashion/
https://www.oeko.de/en/blog/extended-producer-responsibility-a-step-forward-towards-a-circular-textiles-system/
https://www.oeko.de/en/blog/extended-producer-responsibility-a-step-forward-towards-a-circular-textiles-system/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/aviation-reduce-contrail-warming-for-less-than-eur4-per-flight-new-study
https://theicct.org/pr-environmental-and-health-benefits-of-a-designated-north-atlantic-emission-control-area-nov24/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/making-waves-the-international-impacts-and-opportunities-of-the-eus-carbon-market-for-shipping
https://theicct.org/publication/enhancing-user-experience-in-public-ev-charging-nov24/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/can-the-eus-tariffs-on-chinese-evs-save-its-auto-industry
https://meta.eeb.org/2024/11/12/restricting-pfas-means-also-restricting-fluoropolymers/
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/news/europe-can-build-a-competitive-renewable-hydrogen-value-chain-to-decarbonise-hard-to-electrify-sectors/
https://www.industrytransition.org/insights/a-question-of-demand-hydrogen-and-renewable-electricity-for-the-eu-steel-and-iron-transition/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/why-draghi-is-wrong-on-the-european-solar-industry/
https://theconversation.com/the-just-energy-transition-ignores-labour-outside-the-formal-economy-so-is-it-just-240832
https://theconversation.com/the-just-energy-transition-ignores-labour-outside-the-formal-economy-so-is-it-just-240832
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/11/13/economic-impact-of-climate-change-could-be-worse-than-anticipated-ngfs-says/
https://www.eib.org/en/surveys/climate-survey/7th-climate-survey/eu-27
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2024/11/08/european-insurance-authority-acknowledges-fossil-fuel-assets-are-high-risk/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2024/11/08/european-insurance-authority-acknowledges-fossil-fuel-assets-are-high-risk/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2024/11/08/european-insurance-authority-acknowledges-fossil-fuel-assets-are-high-risk/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2024/11/14/safe-climate-transformed-imf-heres-how-it-must-change/


 A safe climate depends on a transformed IMF – here’s how it must change. (Eero Yrjö-
Koskinen) 

 The transformation of European climate litigation. (LSE) 

 Shell's successful appeal will not end climate lawsuits against firms, experts say. (The 
Guardian, ClientEarth) 

 EP weakened deforestation law. (EP, WWF, Arc2020, BirdLife, Greenpeace, ClientEarth, 
Global Witness) 

 Global biodiversity offsetting doesn’t work – keep schemes local, say experts. (The Guardian) 

 Meat, oil and pesticide industry lobbyists came to COP16 in record numbers. (The Guardian)  

 The invisible poison: how mercury pollution is devastating bird populations. (META) 

 Healthy soils hand in hand with food security, climate and conservation. (HBS, Arc2020) 

 Soil monitoring and resilience directive. A briefing. 

 Want food security? Eat less meat, says a major report. (Politico, report)  

 The European board on agri-food: role and operational framework. (IEEP) 

 According to top economists, poorer countries will need $1 trillion a year in climate finance 
by 2030. (LSE, The Guardian, LSE) 

 With more climate finance, Africa can lead the green industrial revolution. (Ali Mohamed) 

 EU, Mercosur seek trade deal in early December - to France's dismay. (Politico, Politico, CAN 
Europe, BEUC) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2024-11-18 – 2024-11-22 | European Hydrogen Week  

 2024-11-19 | Minimum income schemes and their role in the eco-social welfare state  

 2024-11-19 | Hybrid | Green Claims & Carbon Markets: A framework for transparency to 
support Europe’s path to net zero  

 2024-11-20 | Online | Just transition in Europe and beyond: The role of EU policies  

 2024-11-20 | Automated vehicles - A roadmap for the future?  

 2024-11-20 | Webinar | Launch of the “Field guide to researching employment and 
industrial relations”  

 2024-11-21 |  Strengthening participation in Europe's energy transition  

 2024-11-21 | Charting the way forward for EU geoeconomic policy: From disentangling 
Global Gateway to shaping future directions  

 2024-11-21 | Online | The heat is on: can consumers warm to heat pumps?  

 2024-11-22 | How can the EU rapidly decarbonise heavy-duty road transport?  

 2024-11-27 | Hybrid | The Milieudefensie v Shell decision: Where next for corporate climate 
litigation?  

 2024-11-28 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #19: Fake it ´till you make it: Regulatory 
control of chemical risks in reach  

 2024-12-02 | Hybrid | The urban mobility transition – How can the EU achieve more 
sustainable transport  

 2024-12-03 | ‘Made in Europe’: a fair industrial policy for wind power manufacturing  

 2024-12-03 – 2024-12-05 | Sustainable Future Week  

 2024-12-03 | Towards 2040 and beyond: The role of carbon removals in the EU climate 
framework  

 2024-12-04 | Online | Reflections on and beyond COP29: Prospects of global climate 
governance  
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