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General 

 The European Commission presented the European Green Deal proposal (communication + 
roadmap) on 11 December 2019. 

 The European Council of 12 December 2019 confirmed the principle of climate neutrality. 

 The European Parliament on 15 January 2020 adopted a resolution supporting the Green 
Deal by a large majority. 

 The roadmap accompanying the Commission's communication gives an indicative timing of 
the expected initiatives.  

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2024. 

 

Current affairs 

 January 2025 was the warmest on record globally despite an emerging La Niña. (Copernicus, 
Euronews, The Guardian) 

 Evolution of climate change scenarios. A study. (Wuppertal Institut)  

 New research doubles wind energy potential EU. (Euractiv, JRC) 

 How Trump is targeting wind and solar power - and delighting big oil companies. (The 
Guardian) 

 Commissioner Ribera on her plans for the next few years. (Euractiv) 

 Enabling a climate-neutral EU 2040. (CAN Europe) 

 Wanted: Ambitious leadership on climate and biodiversity by 2025. (Generation Climate 
Europe) 

 Greenland ice sheet cracking more rapidly than ever, study shows. (The Guardian) 

 Arctic temperatures 20°C above average and above ice melting point. (The Guardian) 

 Arctic geoengineering experiment halted due to environmental risks. (Climate Home News) 

 Implementing the European Green Deal: JRC survey shows mixed progress so far. 
(Commission) 

 The EU Commission's draft programme for 2025. (Euractiv, Science | Business) 

 OECD report highlights global inequality in support for wind energy. (WindEurope) 

 Ending funding for new LNG import terminals in Europe. (Reclaim Finance)  

 Renewable and low-carbon hydrogen: state of play and prospects. A briefing. 

 How to take the risk out of hydrogen investments. (William Todts) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-29-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-documents/commission-work-programme/commission-work-programme-2024_en
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-january-2025-was-warmest-record-globally-despite-emerging-la-nina
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/02/06/january-breaks-another-heat-record-despite-hopes-la-nina-would-slow-global-warming
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/06/hottest-january-on-record-climate-scientists-global-temperatures-high
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8763
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/new-study-doubles-eu-wind-power-potential/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC139999
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/feb/03/trump-war-on-clean-energy-big-oil
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/feb/03/trump-war-on-clean-energy-big-oil
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/interview/ribera-defends-green-growth-quest-simplification-goals/
https://caneurope.org/2040-communication-anniversary/
https://gceurope.org/wanted-ambitious-climate-and-biodiversity-leadership-2025/
https://gceurope.org/wanted-ambitious-climate-and-biodiversity-leadership-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/03/greenland-ice-sheet-cracking-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/04/temperatures-at-north-pole-20c-above-average-and-beyond-ice-melting-point
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/02/03/us-researchers-geoengineering-experiment-arctic-environmental-risk/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/delivering-european-green-deal-jrc-study-finds-mixed-progress-so-far-2025-02-05_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/exclusive-the-eu-commissions-draft-programme-for-2025/
https://sciencebusiness.net/horizon-europe/draft-work-programme-outlines-eu11b-agri-food-and-environment-calls
https://windeurope.org/newsroom/news/oecd-report-highlights-global-disparity-in-wind-energy-support/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/02/03/ending-the-financing-of-new-lng-import-terminals-in-europe/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)767227
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/how-to-take-the-risk-out-of-hydrogen-investments


 A call for an EU ban on new oil and gas projects. (Greenpeace) 

 Weitzman meets Taylor: EU allowance price drivers and carbon cap rules. (LSE) 

 Is a turnaround in sight for heat pump markets? (IEA) 

 Sustainable building renovation through the lens of an industrialised approach. (Build Up) 

 Housing for millions without new buildings? A report. (Wuppertal Institut) 

 Pressure mounts on EU to freeze minerals deal with Rwanda over fighting in DRC. (The 
Guardian) 

 Commission still hesitates on new targets in Circular Economy Act. (Euractiv) 

 European social and circular enterprises demand urgent EU action to tackle textile waste 
crisis. (RREUSE) 

 Circular vehicles: The case for ambitious repair and recycled material targets. (ECOS) 

 Fleet electrification law could provide 2 million EVs sold - half of what carmakers need to 
meet their 2030 emissions targets. (Transport & Environment) 

 EU maritime transport: progress made, but environmental and sustainability challenges 
remain. (EEA) 

 Airlines want levy on renewable fuel to compete with Gulf carriers. (Euractiv) 

 The amount of microplastics in human brains may be increasing rapidly, a study suggests. 
(The Guardian) 

 Research shows that air pollution reduces people's ability to concentrate on everyday tasks. 
(The Guardian) 

 Many EU countries are not yet worried about deadly floods. (Euractiv, Commissie, EEB, 
WWF) 

 What is open-source AI and how can DeepSeek change the industry? (WEF) 

 Call for tech companies to report energy use data centres as AI explodes. (The Guardian) 

 Europe needs a ‘CERN for AI’ but cannot risk technological tunnel vision. (Euractiv) 

 Reactions to the ‘EU Competitiveness Compass’ proposed by the Commission: Arc2020, CAN 
Europe, EASE. 

 Joint letter for the Clean Industrial Deal to deliver on decarbonisation and competitiveness. 
(Transport & Environment, Eurec) 

 Industrial electrification key to Europe's green renewal, but market simplification still 
needed. (Euractiv) 

 How should the EU respond to the US attack on corporate sustainability? (Bruegel) 

 How should the EU respond to a possible US ‘tariff war’? (Politico, Euractiv, Politico, Politico, 
Euractiv, Euractiv, The Guardian, Politico, Politico) 

 Global trade is fracturing: here’s why the EU needs the Green Deal more than ever. (The 
Conversation) 

 EU metal workers demand job protection during green transition. (Euronews) 

 Recovery and resilience plans and stakeholder engagement. A study. 

 Corporate power versus social-ecological transformation: Why progress remains stagnant. 
(Richard Bärnthaler and Andreas Novy) 

 NGOs say EU funds row aims to ‘discredit and defund’ them. (Euractiv, The Guardian) 

 Timmermans defends Green Deal despite right-wing attacks. (Euractiv) 

 Investors warn that the omnibus package could weaken the EU's sustainability credentials, 
damaging investment and economic competitiveness. (PRI, Reuters, Eurosif) 

 EBF Position Paper on Simplification of the EU Sustainable Finance Framework Omnibus 
Legislative Proposal Proposal. (EBF) 

 ‘Not without us’ - EU omnibus proposal rewards corporate interests over protection of 
people and planet. (ECCJ) 

 Concerns about the consultation process on the omnibus simplification package. (ECOS) 

https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47414/greenpeace-calls-for-eu-ban-on-new-oil-and-gas-projects/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/weitzman-meets-taylor-eu-allowance-price-drivers-and-carbon-cap-rules/
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/is-a-turnaround-in-sight-for-heat-pump-markets
https://build-up.ec.europa.eu/en/resources-and-tools/articles/sustainable-retrofitting-buildings-through-lens-industrialised
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8824
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/02/pressure-grows-on-eu-to-freeze-minerals-deal-with-rwanda-over-drc-fighting
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/02/pressure-grows-on-eu-to-freeze-minerals-deal-with-rwanda-over-drc-fighting
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/commission-still-hesitating-over-new-targets-in-circular-economy-act/
https://rreuse.org/european-social-and-circular-enterprises-demand-urgent-eu-action-to-address-textile-waste-crisis/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/circular-vehicles/?_gl=1*1a59hlc*_ga*MTYxNTg3MjU4LjE3Mzg4MzkyNzQ.*_up*MQ
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/fleets-electrification-law-could-deliver-2-million-ev-sales-half-what-carmakers-need-to-meet-their-2030-emissions-targets-2
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/eu-maritime-transport
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/aviation-outfits-want-sustainable-fuel-levy-to-compete-against-gulf-airlines/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/03/levels-of-microplastics-in-human-brains-may-be-rapidly-rising-study-suggests
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/06/air-pollution-affects-peoples-ability-to-focus-on-everyday-tasks-study-finds
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/many-eu-countries-are-not-yet-worried-about-deadly-floods/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_342
https://eeb.org/europes-troubled-waters-report-urges-swift-action-as-commission-plans-water-resilience-strategy/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?16825441/Europes-troubled-waters-Report-urges-swift-action-as-Commission-plans-Water-Resilience-Strategy
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/02/open-source-ai-innovation-deepseek/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/feb/07/call-to-make-tech-firms-report-data-centre-energy-use-as-ai-booms
https://www.euractiv.com/section/tech/news/europe-needs-a-cern-for-ai-but-cant-risk-tech-tunnel-vision/
https://www.arc2020.eu/eus-competitiveness-compass-north-pointing-or-are-things-heading-south-for-agri-policy/
https://caneurope.org/regulitis-really/
https://caneurope.org/regulitis-really/
https://ease-storage.eu/news/open-letter-the-clean-industrial-deal-must-deliver-a-bold-strategy-to-reinforce-europes-global-leadership-in-cleantech-and-build-a-competitive-net-zero-economy/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/joint-letter-for-the-clean-industrial-deal-to-deliver-on-decarbonisation-and-competitiveness
https://eurec.be/eurecs-support-to-open-letter-to-drive-competitiveness-through-the-clean-industrial-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/industrial-electrification-is-at-the-heart-of-europes-green-renewal-but-market-simplification-is-still-needed/
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/how-should-eu-react-us-attack-corporate-sustainability
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-vows-firm-response-potential-donald-trump-tariffs-eu-braces-trade-war/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/tusk-downplays-significance-of-trumps-eu-tariff-threats/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-says-trade-wars-are-easy-to-win-are-they/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-fragile-unity-woo-china-trade-us-donald-trump-tariffs/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/a-tariffic-mystery-how-trumps-trade-policies-could-impact-the-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/with-trumps-trade-war-threats-eu-leaders-prepare-to-retaliate/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/03/eu-will-stand-up-for-itself-in-face-of-trump-tariffs-threat-macron-says
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-us-trade-war-donald-trump-tariffs-imports-exports-numbers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/poland-us-eu-trade-surplus-bloc-brussels-services-trade-donald-trump-lng/
https://theconversation.com/global-trade-is-fracturing-heres-why-the-eu-needs-the-green-deal-more-than-ever-247500
https://theconversation.com/global-trade-is-fracturing-heres-why-the-eu-needs-the-green-deal-more-than-ever-247500
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/02/05/eu-metalworkers-demand-job-protections-amid-green-transition
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_IDA(2025)764344
https://www.socialeurope.eu/corporate-power-vs-social-ecological-transformation-why-progress-remains-stalled
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/ngos-say-eu-funds-row-aims-to-discredit-and-defund-them/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/04/rightwing-meps-threaten-huge-funding-freeze-for-environmental-ngos
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/timmermans-defends-green-deal-record-amid-right-wing-attacks/
https://www.unpri.org/news-and-press/investors-warn-omnibus-package-could-weaken-eu-sustainability-disclosures-harming-investment-and-economic-competitiveness/13023.article
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/investors-with-6-trillion-euros-warn-eu-not-weaken-green-rules-2025-02-03/
https://www.eurosif.org/press-room/investors-warn-omnibus-package-could-weaken-eu-sustainability-disclosures-harming-investment-and-economic-competitiveness/
https://www.ebf.eu/ebf-media-centre/updates/simplification-of-the-eu-sustainable-finance-framework-omnibus/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/press-release-not-without-us-eus-omnibus-proposal-rewards-corporate-interests-instead-of-protecting-people-planet/
https://ecostandard.org/publications/concerns-omnibus-simplification-package/


 Platform for Sustainable Finance report: Simplifying EU taxonomy to promote sustainable 
finance. (Commission, Reuters) 

 How new guidelines on ESG risk for European banks reduce regulatory complexity. (CETEX) 

 ECB urged to adopt proactive green strategy to protect price stability. (Green Central 
Banking) 

 ‘Unfit for 55’: why the ECB needs to rethink its climate scenarios. (Green Central Banking) 

 No plans to withdraw from work on climate risk or NGFS, says ECB's head of climate. (Green 
Central Banking) 

 Global GDP could fall by 50% due to climate shocks, report shows. (Green Central Banking) 

 We need a Draghi report for banks, say the EU's 3 biggest countries. (Politico) 

 Asset managers: how their clients are urging them to take action on climate. (Reclaim 
Finance) 

 Exporting the just transition? The European Investment Bank, the European Green Deal and 
social and environmental rules for green projects outside the EU. (GreenDeal-NET) 

 How ‘natural’ world heritage is threatened by climate extremes. (CarbonBrief) 

 The future of sustainable agriculture - current and future R&I priorities. (IEEP) 

 Growing the future: A roadmap for the transformation of Europe's agri-food sector. (WWF, 
EEB) 

 New report: Member States fail to make EU agriculture more sustainable. (Birdlife, Politico) 

 ‘No future’: Climate projects face existential threat after Trump halts aid. (Climate Home 
News, Politico, Euractiv) 

 Renewed global violence puts pressure on climate adaptation (Climate Home News) 
 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2025-02-10 | Webinar | From Risk to Resilience: Trade unions, HREDD and a Just Transition  

 2025-02-13 – 2025-02-14 | Cyborg workers 2.0. The past, present and future of automated 
labour - the social and environmental costs of big tech  

 2025-02-18 | Online | From the Green Deal to the Clean Industrial Deal  

 2025-02-18 | RE:DESIGN Making the circular economy happen  

 2025-02-19 | European Climate Risk Assessment for businesses: preparing for a resilient and 
competitive business in 2025   

 2025-02-20 | Forum Voedsel in een veranderende wereld - Forum L’alimentation dans un 
monde en transition   

 2025-02-20 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #21: The EU's path to climate neutrality 
and the role of carbon removals  

 2025-02-20 | Online | Strengthening a Just Transition for a Sustainable Future  

 2025-02-20 – 2025-02-21 | Future of work: reclaiming the value of work in the digital 
economy  

 2025-03-03 | Online | EU Forest Strategy 2030 - Progress and challenges near the halfway 
mark  

 2025-03-03 | Online | Bridging the gap between climate policy and social justice  

 2025-03-13 | Online | EIOPA Sustainable Finance Conference 2025: Driving Resilience and 
Action in a Warming World  

 2025-03-18 | Multi-Level Governance: A Key to EU Climate and Energy Goals  

 2025-06-20 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #23: Environmental Liability  

https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/platform-sustainable-finance-report-simplifying-eu-taxonomy-foster-sustainable-finance_en
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/eu-advisers-propose-plan-cut-corporate-green-reporting-by-third-2025-02-05/
https://cetex.org/publications/how-new-guidelines-on-esg-risks-for-european-banks-reduce-regulatory-complexity/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/01/31/ecb-green-monetary-policy-price-stability/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/01/31/ecb-green-monetary-policy-price-stability/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/01/31/unfit-for-55-rethink-ecb-climate-scenarios/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/02/04/irene-heemskerk-ecb-climate-risk/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/02/04/irene-heemskerk-ecb-climate-risk/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/02/03/global-gdp-could-fall-by-50-from-climate-risk-shocks-report-finds/
https://www.politico.eu/article/we-need-mario-draghi-report-for-banking-say-eu-three-biggest-countries-france-germany-italy/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/02/05/asset-managers-how-their-clients-encourage-them-to-take-action-for-the-climate/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/02/05/asset-managers-how-their-clients-encourage-them-to-take-action-for-the-climate/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Exporting-the-just-transition-European-Investment-Bank
https://www.carbonbrief.org/mapped-how-natural-world-heritage-sites-are-threatened-by-climate-extremes/
https://ieep.eu/publications/the-future-of-sustainable-agriculture-current-and-future-ri-priorities/
https://www.wwf.eu/?16815941/Growing-the-future-A-roadmap-for-Europes-agri-food-transition
https://eeb.org/library/growing-the-future-a-roadmap-for-europes-agri-food-transition/
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/02/05/new-report-member-states-fail-to-make-eu-agriculture-more-sustainable/
https://www.politico.eu/article/billions-eu-farm-subsidies-greenwashing-cap-eco-schemes/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/02/05/no-future-climate-projects-face-existential-threat-after-trumps-aid-shutdown/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/02/05/no-future-climate-projects-face-existential-threat-after-trumps-aid-shutdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-rescind-4-billion-us-pledge-un-climate-fund/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/europes-ngos-scramble-for-clarity-amid-usaid-freeze/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/02/06/renewed-global-violence-puts-pressure-on-climate-adaptation/
https://cleanclothes.org/campaigns/from-risk-to-resilience
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-20
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-20
https://www.transportenvironment.org/events/from-the-green-deal-to-the-clean-industrial-deal
https://pomlimburg.be/en/events/networking-event-redesign-making-the-circular-economy-happen/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-european-climate-risk-assessment-for-businesses-preparing-for-a-resilient-and-competitive-business-in-2025/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-european-climate-risk-assessment-for-businesses-preparing-for-a-resilient-and-competitive-business-in-2025/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20250220-forum-voedsel-in-een-veranderende-wereld-uitdagingen-voor-een-veerkrachtiger-voedselsysteem/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250220-forum-lalimentation-dans-un-monde-en-transition-defis-pour-un-systeme-alimentaire-plus-resilient/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250220-forum-lalimentation-dans-un-monde-en-transition-defis-pour-un-systeme-alimentaire-plus-resilient/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-21-climate-neutrality-role-carbon-removals
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-21-climate-neutrality-role-carbon-removals
https://live.ilo.org/event/strengthening-just-transition-sustainable-future-2025-02-20
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-reclaiming-value-work-digital-economy
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-reclaiming-value-work-digital-economy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-forest-strategy-2030-progress-and-challenges-near-the-halfway-mark
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-forest-strategy-2030-progress-and-challenges-near-the-halfway-mark
https://www.etui.org/events/bridging-gap-between-climate-policy-and-social-justice
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2025-driving-resilience-and-action-warming-world-2025-03-13_en?prefLang=de
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2025-driving-resilience-and-action-warming-world-2025-03-13_en?prefLang=de
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/multi-level-governance-a-key-to-eu-climate-and-energy-goals-tickets-1207205005669
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-22-Environmental%20Liability-the-difficulties-in-harmonizing-liability-for-environmental-harm-in-the-EU


 2025-04-17 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #24: Designing the future of European 
Water Law  

 2025-05-13 – 2025-05-15 | Raw Materials Summit 2025  

 2025-05-22 | The Brussels Economic Forum  

 2025-06-03 – 2025-06-05 | EU Green Week  

 2025-06-25 – 2025-06-26 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2024. Shaping the 
Next Era of Corporate Sustainability Practices  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2025-02-11 | 2025 Commission work programme | The Road to the next Multiannual 
Financial Framework  

 2025-02-19 | A Vision for Agriculture and Food  

 2025-02-26 | Clean Industrial Deal | First omnibus proposal | Action Plan on Affordable 
energy 

 2025-03-05 | Union of Skills | Roadmap for Women’s Rights  

 2025-03-19 | Communication on a Savings and Investments Union  

 2025-03-26 | Roadmap towards ending Russian energy imports  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal
https://eitrmsummit.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/brussels-economic-forum/2025/index.html
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-week-2025-circular-solutions-competitive-eu-2025-01-22_en
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

