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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2025.

Current affairs

Almost every European country experienced a warmer-than-normal winter, research shows.
(Politico)

Environment ministers met on 27 March. (Council)

2040 climate target to come in ‘near future’ as EU countries vow to neuter it. (Euractiv)
Q&A: EU to propose 2040 emissions reduction target. (CEW)

Record-breaking annual growth in renewable energy capacity. (IRENA, Euronews)

Global energy demand growth in 2024 rose to almost double the recent average. (IEA,
Climate Home News)

Solar to power the coalition of the willing. (SolarPower Europe)

UN and Germany: tackling climate crisis is path to economic and national security. (Climate
Home News)

Clean energy has already made the EU safer - and more can be done. (E3G)
Intergenerational justice from a climate policy perspective: Current trends and priorities for
the EU. A briefing.

Grid congestion challenges energy security and transition. (IEA)

Comparing electricity policies between primary and tertiary needs: the need for distributive
justice within the energy transition. An article.

Experts: What do Trump's tariffs mean for global climate action? (CarbonBrief)

Towards ‘planet-proof computing’: ten key elements to include in EU data centre
sustainability policy. (HBS)

Hype around clean hydrogen fades as high costs dampen demand. (Climate Home News)
Leaders and Laggards: New analysis shows global shift away from fossil fuel financing
continues despite U.S. exit. (Qil Change International)

EU governments ignore citizens on climate and energy planning. (WWF, CAN Europe)

EU targets energy legislation to cut red tape, sources say. (Reuters)

Commission selects 47 strategic projects to secure and diversify EU access to raw materials.
(Commission, EEB)

The art of negotiation: Securing Europe's economic future through strategic alliances.
(ECDPM)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/03/21/almost-every-european-country-experienced-a-hotter-winter-than-usual-study-finds
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2025/03/27/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/2040-climate-target-to-come-in-near-future-as-eu-countries-vow-to-neuter-it/
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/qa-eu-propose-2040-emissions-reduction-target
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Mar/Record-Breaking-Annual-Growth-in-Renewable-Power-Capacity
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/03/26/europe-challenged-to-step-up-as-chinas-solar-boom-powers-record-renewable-energy-growth
https://www.iea.org/news/growth-in-global-energy-demand-surged-in-2024-to-almost-twice-its-recent-average
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/03/24/electricity-demand-surges-expanding-both-renewables-and-fossil-fuels-in-2024/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/opinion/solar-to-power-the-coalition-of-the-willing/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/03/26/un-germany-say-tackling-climate-crisis-is-path-to-economic-and-national-security/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/03/26/un-germany-say-tackling-climate-crisis-is-path-to-economic-and-national-security/
https://www.e3g.org/news/clean-energy-has-already-made-the-eu-more-secure-and-more-can-be-done/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)769558
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/grid-congestion-is-posing-challenges-for-energy-security-and-transitions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14693062.2025.2467968#d1e243
https://www.carbonbrief.org/experts-what-do-trumps-tariffs-mean-for-global-climate-action/
https://eu.boell.org/en/2025/03/19/towards-planet-proof-computing-ten-key-elements-eu-data-centre-sustainability-policy
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/03/21/clean-hydrogen-hype-fades-as-high-costs-dampen-demand/
https://oilchange.org/news/leaders-and-laggards-new-analysis-shows-global-shift-away-from-fossil-fuel-financing-continues-despite-u-s-exit/
https://www.wwf.eu/?17815816/pr-public-participation-NECPs
https://caneurope.org/citizens-voices-ignored-in-eu-climate-planning-time-to-fix-this/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-targeting-energy-laws-drive-cut-red-tape-sources-say-2025-03-27/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_864
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_864
https://ecdpm.org/work/art-deal-securing-europes-economic-future-through-strategic-alliances

EU consumption of clothing, footwear and other textiles reaches new record high. (EEA)
Coca-Cola plastic waste in oceans expected to rise to 602 million kilos per year by 2030. (The
Guardian)

Industry backs EU target of 25% plastic recycling for new vehicles. (Euractiv)

The little-known pollution problem of aviation. (Transport & Environment)

Designing an equitable climate levy. (ICCT)

EU appears to back down on carbon levy on international shipping. (The Guardian)

More than 450 scientists call for immediate action against PFAS in EU waters. (EEB)
Recommendations for international water management. (WBGU)

Governance innovations for sustainable and equitable water use in Europe. (Ecologic)

EU's Clean Industrial Deal: how to move forward with energy transition in Europe? (HBS)
Comprehensive assessment of the Clean Industrial Deal. (Wuppertal Institut)

How should the EU respond to the new US trade policy? (Politico, Politico, Euractiv, Politico,
Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, ECA)

The EU's drive for competitiveness could turn quality jobs into a mirage. (Davide Monaco)
Wealth inequality in the Eurozone in 8 charts. (Positive Money)

Report says a third of global GDP could be lost this century if climate crisis is not addressed.
(The Guardian)

EU omnibus proposal means ‘less information, less data’, asset managers say. (Green Central
Banking)

EU Council agrees to delay corporate sustainability reporting. (Forbes, ESG Today)

Research shows central banks lack climate policy independence. (Green Central Banking)
Bridging the gap between climate scenarios. (Finance Watch)

Sustainable Finance Platform report: Streamlining sustainable finance for SMEs.
(Commission)

Unprepared, the financial system will triple the cost of climate change. (Finance Watch)
Research shows that companies in the European Union are twice as likely to see climate risk
as their biggest concern than other companies worldwide. (AICPA-CIMA)

Response from the Platform on Sustainable Finance to the public consultation on the draft
delegated act amending EU taxonomy delegated acts. (Commission)

France’s climate adaption plan ‘stops halfway’. (Green Central Banking)

Biodiversity loss in all species and every ecosystem linked to humans - report. (The Guardian,
Nature)

Biodiversity and the carbon removal framework for carbon agriculture. (Carbon Market
Watch)

10 key principles to revive EU’s seas and coasts. (WWF)

EU budget review: will nature finally get the funding it deserves? (WWF, BirdLife)

Beyond pesticides: the silent spread of PFAS in agriculture. (Euractiv)

Tackling food waste in retail. (IEEP)

Growing inequality between countries and the worsening climate crisis (John Feffer)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2025-04-02 | Hybrid | Farming for pollinators: unlocking economic and ecological gains
2025-04-03 | Launch of ETUI/OSE Social policy in the EU: state of play 2024
2025-04-08 | Hybrid | 2025 Cleantech Conference

2025-04-08 | Electricity availability in the EU — Addressing challenges



https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/consumption-of-clothing-footwear-other-textiles-in-the-eu-reaches-new-record-high
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/27/coca-cola-plastic-waste-in-oceans-expected-to-reach-602m-kilograms-a-year-by-2030
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/27/coca-cola-plastic-waste-in-oceans-expected-to-reach-602m-kilograms-a-year-by-2030
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/car-industry-wants-backs-eus-25-plastic-recycling-target-for-new-vehicles/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/topics/planes/contrails
https://theicct.org/publication/designing-an-equitable-climate-levy-mar25/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/27/eu-appears-to-back-down-on-carbon-levy-on-international-shipping
https://eeb.org/over-450-scientists-rally-for-immediate-action-against-forever-chemicals-in-eu-waters/
https://www.wbgu.de/en/publications/publication/policybrief-2025-01#section-downloads
https://www.ecologic.eu/19796
https://eu.boell.org/en/2025/03/26/eus-clean-industrial-deal-what-next-europes-energy-transition
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/8890
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-trade-chief-heads-to-meet-lutnick-greer-to-defuse-steel-aluminum-spat/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/24/trump-car-pharma-tariffs-announcement-soon-00245379
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/eu-trade-chief-travels-to-us-china-in-last-ditch-effort-to-avert-trade-war/
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-eu-donald-trump-europe-cars-tariffs-interest-trade/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/trump-imposes-25-tariffs-on-car-imports-to-the-us/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-under-influence-of-booze-bosses-as-trade-war-escalates/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/disastrous-trumps-car-tariffs-slammed-by-eu-governments-and-industry-groups/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS2025_04_NEWSLETTER_02
https://www.ceps.eu/the-eus-competitiveness-drive-could-turn-quality-jobs-into-a-mirage/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/wealth-inequality-in-the-eurozone-in-8-charts/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/26/tackling-climate-crisis-will-increase-economic-growth-oecd-research-finds
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/03/21/eu-omnibus-proposal-means-less-information-less-data-say-asset-managers/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/03/21/eu-omnibus-proposal-means-less-information-less-data-say-asset-managers/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jonmcgowan/2025/03/27/eu-council-approves-corporate-sustainability-reporting-delay/
https://www.esgtoday.com/eu-council-approves-delay-to-csrd-and-csddd-sustainability-reporting-regulations/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/03/21/central-banks-are-not-independent-on-climate-policy-study-shows/
https://www.finance-watch.org/policy-portal/sustainable-finance/bridging-the-gaps-in-climate-scenarios/
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/platform-sustainable-finance-report-streamlining-sustainable-finance-smes_en
https://www.finance-watch.org/blog/unprepared-the-financial-system-will-triple-peoples-bills-for-climate-change/
https://www.aicpa-cima.com/news/article/european-union-companies-twice-as-likely-to-identify-climate-risk-as-a-top
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/platform-sustainable-finance-response-public-consultation-draft-delegated-act-amending-eu-taxonomy_en
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/03/25/frances-climate-adaption-plan-stops-halfway/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/26/human-link-biodiversity-loss-species-ecosystems-climate-pollution-eawag-study-nature-aoe
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-025-08752-2
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/publications/biodiversity-and-the-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-framework/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/publications/biodiversity-and-the-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-framework/
https://www.wwf.eu/?17804891/New-WWF-report-10-key-principles-to-revive-EUs-seas-and-coasts
https://www.wwf.eu/?17816766/EU-budget-shake-up-will-nature-finally-get-the-funding-it-deserves
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/03/27/eu-budget-shake-up-will-nature-finally-get-the-funding-it-deserves/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/beyond-pesticides-the-silent-spread-of-pfas-in-agriculture/
https://ieep.eu/publications/addressing-food-waste-in-the-retail-sector/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2025-03-27/the-growing-inequality-among-countries-and-the-worsening-climate-crisis/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-farming-for-pollinators-unlocking-economic-and-ecological-gains/
https://www.etui.org/events/launch-etuiose-social-policy-eu-state-play-2024
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/innovation-fund/2025-cleantech-conference-advancing-europes-clean-industrial-transformation_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/electricity-capacity-in-the-eu-addressing-challenges

e 2025-04-09 | Green Trade Day 2025: Anchoring trade policy in a just ecological transition

e 2025-04-29 — 2025-04-30 | A Citizen-led Transition: How Energy Communities Empower
Citizens

e 2025-05-19 | De bus komt zo, of toch niet? — Le bus arrive ! Ou pas ?

e 2025-05-19 | Making the world water-resilient — What are the right steps?

e 2025-05-19 | Online | The omnibus package — What implications for the EU’s sustainability
credentials and European manufacturers?

e 2025-05-21 —2025-05-22 | Circular Wallonia Days. Extending & Improving the Mineral
Resources Lifespans : Opportunities, Challenges & Perspectives.

e 2025-04-17 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #24: Designing the future of European

Water Law

2025-04-28 | Nature Finance Forum Europe 2025

2025-05-13 — 2025-05-15 | Raw Materials Summit 2025

2025-05-22 | The Brussels Economic Forum

2025-06-03 — 2025-06-05 | EU Green Week

2025-06-10 2025-06-12 | Hybrid | European Sustainable Energy Week

2025-06-25 — 2025-06-26 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2024. Shaping the

Next Era of Corporate Sustainability Practices

2025-06-30 — 2025-07-03 | Hybrid | Global Tipping Points Conference

e 2025-07-10-2025-07-11 | Hybrid | 7th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance

e 2025-10-14-2025-10-16 | Energy Storage Global Conference

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)
Commission documents

e 2025-04-09 | Al Continent Action Plan
e 2025-04-16 | Third Omnibus package on small mid-caps requirements (tbc)
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https://ieep.eu/news/event-green-trade-day-2025-anchoring-trade-policy-in-a-just-ecological-transition/
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/events/a-citizen-led-transition-how-energy-communities-empower-citizens
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/events/a-citizen-led-transition-how-energy-communities-empower-citizens
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20250317-de-bus-komt-zo-of-toch-niet/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250317-le-bus-arrive-ou-pas/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/making-the-world-water-resilient-what-are-the-right-steps
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-omnibus-package-what-implications-for-the-eus-sustainability-credentials-and-european-manufacturers
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-omnibus-package-what-implications-for-the-eus-sustainability-credentials-and-european-manufacturers
https://www.greenwin.be/fr/news/consult/562/extending-improving-the-mineral-resources-lifespans
https://www.greenwin.be/fr/news/consult/562/extending-improving-the-mineral-resources-lifespans
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal
https://www.unepfi.org/events/nature-finance-forum-europe-2025/
https://eitrmsummit.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/brussels-economic-forum/2025/index.html
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-week-2025-circular-solutions-competitive-eu-2025-01-22_en
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://global-tipping-points.org/conference-2025/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/7th-jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-2025-07-10_en
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

