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General 

 The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2025. 

 

Current affairs 

 State of the Climate: 2025 close behind 2024 as warmest start to a year. (CarbonBrief) 

 World leaders call for ‘full speed’ climate action ahead of COP30. (UN News, The Guardian, 
Greenpeace) 

 London hosted an international conference on future energy security. (New Climate 
Institute, Greenpeace, Climate Home News, Politico, Climate Home News) 

 The powerful role in geopolitics is to manage the energy transition. (IRENA) 

 More energy: An overwhelming majority of business leaders support a rapid transition to 
renewable energy. (E3G) 

 Why fossil fuels are like renting a house - and solar panel imports pay for themselves quickly. 
(Euronews) 

 City climate action is a path to economic transformation. (C40) 

 Distributional consequences of becoming climate neutral. An article. 

 Why energy efficiency is still not central to building renovation. (IIIEE) 

 Scientists say they can now calculate the trillions in climate damage caused by fossil fuel 
giants. (Euronews) 

 Public affairs firms in Europe enable pollution by lobbying for big oil, says analysis. (The 
Guardian) 

 Strategic autonomy at risk if EU cannot tackle resource use, says new report. (Zero Waste 
Europe, Zero Waste Europe, Resource.Co) 

 The circular economy in cities and regions of the European Union. A report. (OECD) 

 Germany pushes companies towards polluting SUVs instead of electric ones - new research 
shows. (Transport & Environment) 

 Too little, too late: EU chemical reforms threaten to roll back public health protections. (EEB) 

 Study reveals alarming surge of forever chemical TFA in European wine. (PAN, Politico, 
Euractiv) 

 New research finds alarming levels of toxic chemicals in children's mattresses. (The 
Guardian) 

 Developments in AI need to be properly regulated as the world scrambles for advantage. 
(Nisreen Ameen) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://www.carbonbrief.org/state-of-the-climate-2025-close-behind-2024-as-the-hottest-start-to-a-year/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/04/1162516
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/23/un-chief-no-group-or-government-can-stop-clean-energy-future
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74157/greenpeace-comment-joint-leaders-session-climate-just-transition/
https://newclimate.org/news/why-the-energy-transition-must-be-at-the-heart-of-energy-security
https://newclimate.org/news/why-the-energy-transition-must-be-at-the-heart-of-energy-security
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47514/real-energy-security-break-free-from-gas/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/04/23/us-and-europe-set-for-clash-on-what-energy-security-means/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-official-pressure-international-energy-agency-drop-climate-mission/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/04/24/at-energy-security-talks-us-pushes-gas-and-derides-renewables/
https://www.irena.org/News/expertinsights/2025/Apr/The-Powerful-Role-in-Geopolitics-is-to-Manage-the-Energy-Transition
https://www.e3g.org/publications/powering-up-business-leaders-overwhelmingly-back-a-rapid-transition-to-renewable-power/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/04/22/why-fossil-fuels-are-like-renting-a-home-and-solar-panel-imports-soon-pay-for-themselves
https://www.politico.eu/sponsored-content/city-climate-action-is-a-path-to-economic-transformation/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5227067
https://www.iiiee.lu.se/article/why-energy-efficiency-still-struggles-take-center-stage-building-renovations
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/04/24/scientists-say-they-can-now-calculate-the-trillions-in-climate-damage-caused-by-fossil-fue
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/25/public-affairs-firms-in-europe-enable-pollution-by-lobbying-for-big-oil-says-analysis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/25/public-affairs-firms-in-europe-enable-pollution-by-lobbying-for-big-oil-says-analysis
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/strategic-autonomy-at-risk-if-eu-cannot-tackle-resource-use-head-on-new-report-says/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/strategic-autonomy-at-risk-if-eu-cannot-tackle-resource-use-head-on-new-report-says/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/library/towards-resource-autonomy-proposals-for-a-circular-economy-act/
https://resource.co/article/zwe-call-full-pricing-resource-use-eu-circular-economy-act
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/the-circular-economy-in-cities-and-regions-of-the-european-union_e09c21e2-en.html
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/germany-pushes-companies-towards-polluting-suvs-instead-of-electric-new-study-finds
https://eeb.org/too-little-too-late-eu-chemical-reforms-threaten-to-roll-back-public-health-protections/
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2025/04/study-reveals-alarming-surge-forever-chemical-tfa-european-wine
https://www.politico.eu/article/europes-wine-faces-alarming-forever-chemical-contamination-new-study-finds/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/study-finding-persistent-chemical-in-european-wines-raises-doubts-and-concerns/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/21/children-mattresses-toxic-chemicals-research
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/21/children-mattresses-toxic-chemicals-research
https://theconversation.com/developments-in-ai-need-to-be-properly-regulated-as-the-world-scrambles-for-advantage-248404


 EU fines Apple and Meta for violating fair competition rules. (The Guardian, Commission, 
BEUC) 

 Europe is fighting the wrong tech battle - here's what it should be doing instead. (Marietje 
Schaake and Max von Thun) 

 How should the EU respond to US trade policy? (Paul Taylor, Politico, Politico, Politico, 
Euractiv, E3G, Politico, Politico, Euractiv) 

 Pursuing a proactive green trade agenda in a multipolar world. (E3G) 

 EU Omnibus: measuring progress is essential to achieve net zero. (Sirpa Pietikäinen) 

 Don't throw it under the Omnibus: EU needs to make sustainability reporting more effective. 
(Sebastian Mack) 

 Ripples from EU Omnibus threaten to disrupt global sustainability standards. (Richard 
Gardner) 

 New research: European Central Bank still supports fossil fuels despite climate pledges 
(Reclaim Finance) 

 World Bank group fails to uphold its own climate rules, study finds. (Green Central Banking) 

 Financial systems respond to accelerated climate impacts. (E3G) 

 Why investing in sustainable infrastructure is essential for financial resilience in a changing 
climate. (WEF) 

 System change is our only way out of the climate and biodiversity crisis. (Nele Marien) 

 The future of the common agricultural policy: What can we expect? (IFOAM) 

 Uncorking the toxic trade in banned pesticides. (Arc2020) 

 Progress on climate and development finance is possible this year - but only if we act 
decisively. (E3G) 
 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2025-04-28 | Online | The EU vision on sustainability in agriculture  

 2025-04-29 | Empowering change: Building a fair and inclusive Green Deal  

 2025-04-29 – 2025-04-30 | A Citizen-led Transition: How Energy Communities Empower 
Citizens   

 2025-04-30 | Online | The Clean Industrial Deal: turning strategy into impact   

 2025-05-06 | Hybrid | AI and algorithms at the workplace. Implications for labour markets 
and working conditions  

 2025-05-08 | Electrification under the Clean Industrial Deal – what does this mean for jobs?  

 2025-05-08 | Shaping the future of farming and the agri-food sector  

 2025-05-13 – 2025-05-16 | Hybrid | World Circular Economy Forum  

 2025-05-19 | De bus komt zo, of toch niet? – Le bus arrive ! Ou pas ?  

 2025-05-19 | Making the world water-resilient – What are the right steps?  

 2025-05-19 | Online | The omnibus package – What implications for the EU’s sustainability 
credentials and European manufacturers?  

 2025-05-22 | Webinar | Nature-based solutions for climate-resilient cities: digital tools for 
decision-makers  

 2025-05-21 – 2025-05-22 | Circular Wallonia Days. Extending & Improving the Mineral 
Resources Lifespans : Opportunities, Challenges & Perspectives.  

 2025-05-27 | Hybrid | The AI-driven future of the EU: transforming compliance with 
regulatory technologies  

 2025-04-17 | Hybrid | Environmental Law Lecture #24: Designing the future of European 
Water Law  

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/apr/23/eu-fines-apple-and-meta-for-breaching-fair-competition-rules
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1085
https://www.beuc.eu/press-release/commission-decisions-against-apple-and-meta-necessary-bring-more-choice-consumers
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europe-is-fighting-the-wrong-tech-battle-heres-what-it-should-do-instead
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europe-is-fighting-the-wrong-tech-battle-heres-what-it-should-do-instead
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/apr/21/trump-chaos-opportunity-eu-european-leaders-usa
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-donald-trump-tariff-war-empowering-eu-europe-free-trade-commission/
https://www.politico.eu/article/urusla-von-der-leyen-world-lining-up-work-european-union-donald-trump-trade-war/
https://www.politico.eu/article/international-monetary-fund-slash-world-growth-forecast-trade-war/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/a-new-era-imf-slashes-global-growth-forecast/
https://www.e3g.org/news/trend-vs-noise-finding-opportunity-in-a-time-of-global-economic-uncertainty/
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-united-states-trade-deal-resurrect-eric-lombard/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-tariffs-eu-free-trade-deals-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/its-very-scary-how-trumps-fed-attacks-could-affect-the-eu/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/pursuing-a-proactive-green-trade-agenda-in-a-multipolar-world/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/04/23/eu-omnibus-measuring-progress-is-vital-to-reach-net-zero/
https://www.delorscentre.eu/en/publications/detail/publication/dont-throw-it-under-the-omnibus
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/04/24/ripples-from-eu-omnibus-threaten-to-disrupt-global-sustainability-standards/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/04/24/ripples-from-eu-omnibus-threaten-to-disrupt-global-sustainability-standards/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/04/23/new-research-european-central-bank-still-backing-fossil-fuels-despite-climate-promises/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/04/22/world-bank-group-fails-to-uphold-its-own-climate-rules-study-finds/
https://www.e3g.org/news/financial-systems-react-to-accelerating-climate-impacts/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/04/why-investment-in-sustainable-infrastructure-is-key-to-financial-resilience-in-a-changing-climate/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/04/22/system-change-is-our-only-way-out-of-the-climate-and-biodiversity-crises/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/news/the-future-of-the-common-agricultural-policy/
https://www.arc2020.eu/spilling-europes-dirty-secrets-uncorking-the-toxic-trade-in-banned-pesticides/
https://www.e3g.org/news/progress-on-climate-and-development-finance-is-possible-this-year-but-only-if-we-act-decisively/
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=578357
https://accting.eu/acctings-final-conference/
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/events/a-citizen-led-transition-how-energy-communities-empower-citizens
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/events/a-citizen-led-transition-how-energy-communities-empower-citizens
https://fsr.eui.eu/event/the-clean-industrial-deal-turning-strategy-into-impact/
https://www.etui.org/events/ai-and-algorithms-workplace
https://www.etui.org/events/ai-and-algorithms-workplace
https://www.etui.org/events/electrification-under-clean-industrial-deal-what-does-mean-jobs
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/media/events/shaping-future-farming-and-agri-food-sector-2025-05-08_en
https://wcef2025.com/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20250317-de-bus-komt-zo-of-toch-niet/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250317-le-bus-arrive-ou-pas/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/making-the-world-water-resilient-what-are-the-right-steps
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-omnibus-package-what-implications-for-the-eus-sustainability-credentials-and-european-manufacturers
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-omnibus-package-what-implications-for-the-eus-sustainability-credentials-and-european-manufacturers
https://www.sei.org/events/nature-based-solutions-for-climate-resilient-cities/
https://www.sei.org/events/nature-based-solutions-for-climate-resilient-cities/
https://www.greenwin.be/fr/news/consult/562/extending-improving-the-mineral-resources-lifespans
https://www.greenwin.be/fr/news/consult/562/extending-improving-the-mineral-resources-lifespans
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-the-ai-driven-future-of-the-eu-transforming-compliance-with-regulatory-technologies
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-the-ai-driven-future-of-the-eu-transforming-compliance-with-regulatory-technologies
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Environmental-Law-Lecture-23-Designing-the-future-of-European-Water-Law-Towards-a-European-Blue-Deal


 2025-04-28 | Nature Finance Forum Europe 2025  

 2025-05-08 | Electrification under the Clean Industrial Deal – what does this mean for jobs?  

 2025-05-13 – 2025-05-15 | Raw Materials Summit 2025  

 2025-05-22 | The Brussels Economic Forum  

 2025-06-03 | Agrifood Policy Conference. Navigating the future of agriculture and food   

 2025-06-03 – 2025-06-05 | EU Green Week  

 2025-06-04 | Tech Policy Conference. How can Europe compete in the global digital 
landscape?  

 2025-06-10 – 2025-06-12 | Hybrid | European Sustainable Energy Week  

 2025-06-25 – 2025-06-26 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2024. Shaping the 
Next Era of Corporate Sustainability Practices  

 2025-06-26 | Hybrid | Building a sustainable and competitive battery raw materials industry 
in Europe – How can it be achieved?  

 2025-06-30 – 2025-07-03 | Hybrid | Global Tipping Points Conference  

 2025-07-10 – 2025-07-11 | Hybrid | 7th JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance  

 2025-10-14 – 2025-10-16 | Energy Storage Global Conference  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2025-05-06 | REPowerEU Roadmap  

 2025-05-14 | Third Omnibus on agriculture | Orientation debate MFF  

 2025-05-21 | Fourth Omnibus on small mid-caps  

 2025-06-04 | 2026 Draft budget | Water Resilience Package | Ocean Pact | European 
Semester spring package | International digital strategy – Strengthening the EU’S leadership 
in global digital affairs  

 2025-06-17 | Fifth Omnibus on defence  

 2025-06-25 | New State Aid Framework  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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https://www.unepfi.org/events/nature-finance-forum-europe-2025/
https://www.etui.org/events/electrification-under-clean-industrial-deal-what-does-mean-jobs
https://eitrmsummit.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/brussels-economic-forum/2025/index.html
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/agrifood-euractiv-policy-conference
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-week-2025-circular-solutions-competitive-eu-2025-01-22_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/tech-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/tech-policy-conference
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://www.csreurope.org/the-european-industry-summit-2024
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/building-a-sustainable-and-competitive-battery-raw-materials-industry-in-europe-how-can-it-be-achieved
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/building-a-sustainable-and-competitive-battery-raw-materials-industry-in-europe-how-can-it-be-achieved
https://global-tipping-points.org/conference-2025/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/7th-jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-2025-07-10_en
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

