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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2025. 

 

Current affairs 

• Reflections on the extreme weather conditions that affected Europe last summer: Euronews, 
Euronews, The Guardian. 

• Spain and Portugal wildfire weather made 40 times more likely by climate crisis, study finds. 
(The Guardian, Euronews) 

• Global temperatures remain above average despite the return of La Niña, says UN. (The 
Guardian) 

• The third generation of national climate plans: analysis of the nationally determined 
contributions of major economies in the run-up to COP30. A briefing. 

• UN climate chief issues rallying cry on national climate plans as deadline looms. (Climate 
Home News, Euronews) 

• Trump team’s contentious climate report ‘makes a mockery of science’, experts say. (The 
Guardian) 

• Scientists breathe new life into climate website after shutdown under Trump. (The 
Guardian) 

• Underestimating support for climate action limits political decision-making, study finds. (The 
Guardian) 

• Reactions to the 90% climate target by 2040. A number of business representatives support 
the 90%. (We Mean Business Coalition, Orgalim, Eurelectric) 

• The Paris Agreement is 10 years old: is it (still) delivering on its promises? A report. (CEPS) 

• 2025 Report: State of play of the EU on its path to climate neutrality. (ECNO, i4ce) 

• Amendment to the European Climate Law: Setting an emission reduction target for 2040. A 
briefing.  

• Europe doubles down on offshore wind to drive industrial competitiveness. (WindEurope) 

• Six principles to ensure that the energy transition is in harmony with nature. (IRENA) 

• The (hopefully) enlightening power outage in Spain: Questions and lessons for the future. 
(MIT CEEPR) 

• The policy priorities of the Von der Leyen II Commission: state of play in the run-up to the 
2025 State of the Union address. A study. 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/08/29/how-flash-droughts-driven-by-climate-change-sparked-record-wildfires-in-spain
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/08/30/what-is-a-supercell-thunderstorm-and-could-climate-change-make-them-more-common-in-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/sep/01/spain-pm-pedro-sanchez-plan-tackle-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/04/spain-portugal-wildfire-weather-climate-crisis-study
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/04/climate-change-fuelled-wildfires-of-unprecedented-intensity-in-spain-and-portugal-experts-
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/02/global-temperatures-to-remain-above-average-despite-return-of-la-nina-says-un
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/02/global-temperatures-to-remain-above-average-despite-return-of-la-nina-says-un
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)775905
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/03/un-climate-chief-issues-rallying-cry-on-national-climate-plans-as-deadline-looms/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/03/un-climate-chief-issues-rallying-cry-on-national-climate-plans-as-deadline-looms/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/04/un-urges-nations-to-submit-overdue-climate-plans-as-soon-as-possible-ahead-of-cop30
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/sep/02/trump-administration-climate-report
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/sep/02/trump-administration-climate-report
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/30/climate-gov-website-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/30/climate-gov-website-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/02/politicians-underestimate-support-climate-action-limiting-policies-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/02/politicians-underestimate-support-climate-action-limiting-policies-study
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/business-backs-bold-eu-climate-targets/
https://orgalim.eu/resource/climate-law-europe-needs-competitive-tech-industries-and-clear-pragmatic-plans-to-reach-the-90-target-by-2040/
https://www.eurelectric.org/publications/delivering-europes-2040-climate-target-ambition-flexibility-and-coherent-policy-for-a-climate-neutral-future/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/the-paris-agreement-turns-10-is-it-still-delivering-on-its-promises/
https://climateobservatory.eu/report/2025-report-state-eu-progress-climate-neutrality
https://www.i4ce.org/en/publication/state-european-union-progress-climate-neutrality-ecno-2025-flagship-report/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)775903
https://windeurope.org/news/europe-doubles-down-on-offshore-wind-to-drive-industrial-competitiveness/
https://www.irena.org/News/expertinsights/2025/Sep/Six-Principles-to-Ensure-the-Energy-Transition-Is-in-Harmony-with-Nature
https://ceepr.mit.edu/workingpaper/the-hopefully-enlightening-blackout-in-spain-questions-and-lessons-for-the-future/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_IDA(2025)775898


• “The Dubai of South America”: how the promise of wealth from lithium mining in Bolivia 
went up in smoke. (The Guardian) 

• Portugal denies violating UN treaty over lithium mining project. (Euractiv) 

• Expert taskforce calls for binding resource targets in EU Circular Economy Act to secure 
Europe’s future. (Club of Rome) 

• Volvo leading the way on green chassis by focusing on cleaner steel. (Transport & 
Environment) 

• EU to give airlines another 10 years of tax breaks on aviation fuel. (Aerospace Global News) 

• Brussels opposes US bid to sink global maritime emissions deal. (Euractiv) 

• Green jobs and a just transition: the employment implications of Europe's path to climate 
neutrality. An article. 

• EU industrial policy needs better governance. (Wolfgang Polt) 

• European innovation agencies need radical reform to tackle today's major challenges. 
(Rainer Kattel) 

• What next for the EU-US trade agreement? Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, Politico, 
Politico, Apostolos Thomadakis, Euractiv, Euractiv. 

• Commission proposes to approve Mercosur and Mexico agreements. (Politico, Euractiv, 
Euronews, Politico, Commission, Euractiv, Euractiv, CAN Europe) 

• Reactions to the International Court of Justice's climate advisory opinion. (Claire Thomas) 

• Updated investor and business joint statement on European Commission ‘omnibus’ 
proposal. (UNPRI, E3G) 

• EU simplification explained. (Transport & Environment) 

• An exploratory briefing on the proposed EU multiannual financial framework. (E3G) 

• Commission finalises proposal for EU long-term budget 2028-2034. (Commission) 

• The ECB must embrace European green finance rules to secure both climate goals and 
financial stability. (Gaston Bronstering et al.) 

• A macroprudential approach to compound climate risks. (CETEX) 

• Financing a just transition: start early and change the system. (Nick Robins and Mark 
Nicholls) 

• European insurers trail Chinese as global race for renewable premiums heats up. (Reclaim 
Finance) 

• Sustainability-related financing: a lever for resilient innovation at company level. (LSE) 

• Why defence spending should not be labelled sustainable. (Finance Watch) 

• Finance for transition mineral mining is driving destruction and abuse, says report. (The 
Guardian, Climate Home News) 

• Simplification: Council agrees position on simplification of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP). (Council) 

• Does EU Policy Have An Appetite For Local Food? (Arc 2020) 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2025-09-08 | Online | Sustainability in the new geopolitical order  

• 2025-09-15 | Finance for Nature-based Solutions  

• 2025-09-18 | Met deelvoertuigen naar een meer duurzame mobiliteit: kansen en 
uitdagingen – Vers une mobilité plus durable grâce aux véhicules partagés : opportunités et 
défis  

• 2025-09-18 | Online | Second-Hand Instead of New. Calculating and Communicating CO₂ 
Savings Potential  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/sep/03/lithium-mining-bolivia-salt-flats-indigenous-environment-ecosystem
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/portugal-denies-breach-of-un-convention-over-lithium-mine-project/
https://www.clubofrome.org/featured-news/eu-circular-economy-act/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/volvo-leading-the-way-on-green-chassis-by-focusing-on-cleaner-steel
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/volvo-leading-the-way-on-green-chassis-by-focusing-on-cleaner-steel
https://aerospaceglobalnews.com/news/eu-jet-fuel-tax-delay-2035-airlines-push-back/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/brussels-opposes-us-bid-to-sink-global-maritime-emissions-deal/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629625003731
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-eus-industrial-policy-needs-better-governance
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-innovation-agencies-need-radical-reform-to-meet-todays-grand-challenges
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/us-appeals-court-finds-trumps-global-tariffs-illegal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/von-der-leyen-says-us-trade-deal-wasnt-linked-to-ukraine/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-socialists-come-out-against-trade-deal-donald-trump/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/interview/you-surrendered-on-eu-us-trade-deal-belgian-mep-tells-commission/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/03/trump-asks-supreme-court-to-take-up-tariff-case-00543280?utm_content=topic/indiansports&utm_source=flipboard
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/03/trumps-digital-regulation-warning-was-aimed-at-this-country-00540363
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/opinion/europes-tariff-deal-is-the-height-of-strategic-incoherence/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/brussels-us-energy-investment-pledges-totally-unrealistic-says-eu-parliament-trade-chief/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/why-are-you-blaming-us-commission-clashes-with-meps-over-eu-us-trade-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-internal-fix-mercosur-trade-deal-appeasing-france/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/farmers-meps-ready-for-fight-as-brussels-moves-to-adopt-mercosur-deal/
https://www.euronews.com/business/2025/09/03/left-wing-meps-push-to-challenge-mercosur-deal-in-eu-court
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-latin-america-trade-deal-france-win-reassurance/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1644
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/opinion/the-brief-jurassic-mercosur-gets-a-2025-makeover/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/member-states-soften-opposition-to-eu-mercosur-deal/
https://caneurope.org/european-commission-splitting-eu-mercosur-deal/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/01/can-the-icj-opinion-bring-climate-justice-for-indigenous-peoples/
https://www.unpri.org/eu-policy/updated-investor-and-business-joint-statement-on-european-commission-omnibus-proposal/13328.article
https://www.e3g.org/news/investor-and-business-joint-statement-on-omnibus-initiative/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-simplification-explained
https://www.e3g.org/publications/steep-politics-will-shape-the-next-eu-budget-and-its-climate-implications/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2011
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-ecb-must-embrace-europes-green-finance-rules-to-secure-both-climate-goals-and-financial-stability
https://cetex.org/publications/a-macroprudential-approach-to-compound-climate-risks/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/commentary/just-transition-finance-start-early-and-shift-the-system/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/commentary/just-transition-finance-start-early-and-shift-the-system/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/09/03/european-insurers-trail-chinese-as-global-race-for-renewable-premiums-heats-up/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/09/03/european-insurers-trail-chinese-as-global-race-for-renewable-premiums-heats-up/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/sustainability-linked-finance-a-lever-for-firm-level-resilience-innovation/
https://www.finance-watch.org/blog/why-defence-spending-shouldnt-be-labelled-sustainable/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/03/finance-for-transition-mineral-mining-is-driving-destruction-and-abuse-says-report
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/03/finance-for-transition-mineral-mining-is-driving-destruction-and-abuse-says-report
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/03/major-financiers-neglect-energy-transition-risks-from-mining-as-demand-booms/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/03/simplification-council-agrees-position-on-simplifying-the-common-agricultural-policy-cap/
https://www.arc2020.eu/does-eu-policy-have-an-appetite-for-local-food/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/sustainability-new-geopolitical-order
https://ieep.eu/news/event-finance-for-nature-based-solutions/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20250918-met-deelvoertuigen-naar-een-meer-duurzame-mobiliteit-kansen-en-uitdagingen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20250918-met-deelvoertuigen-naar-een-meer-duurzame-mobiliteit-kansen-en-uitdagingen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250918-vers-une-mobilite-plus-durable-grace-aux-vehicules-partages-opportunites-et-defis/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20250918-vers-une-mobilite-plus-durable-grace-aux-vehicules-partages-opportunites-et-defis/
https://www.ecologic.eu/20140
https://www.ecologic.eu/20140


• 2025-09-22 | Online | Code to competitiveness – How can digital skills power Europe’s 
future?  

• 2025-09-23 | Fit for flexibility? - How to uncover the potential of storage, grids and flexible 
generation  

• 2025-09-24 | A clean, just, and competitive European industry  

• 2025-09-24 | Hybrid | The EU and the Aarhus Convention – taking stock of the Union’s 
progress towards Environmental Democracy  

• 2025-09-25 | AI, supercomputing, and the energy transition - Strategic infrastructure for 
Europe’s climate and digital leadership  

• 2025-09-30 | Hybrid | Sustainability reporting and assurance and the omnibus package – 
Burden or opportunity for EU competitiveness?  

• 2025-10-02 | Webinar | Turning EPBD Guidance into practice – The role of building 
performance data for Member States  

• 2025-10-14 | Towards a circular and resilient economy in Europe: Enabling the use, value 
and uptake of recycled materials  

• 2025-10-14 | Hybrid | Powering Europe’s future - B2B Circularity for industrial 
competitiveness  

• 2025-10-14 – 2025-10-16 | Energy Storage Global Conference  

• 2025-10-16 | Hybrid | Zero-Emission Vehicles – Accelerating demand across Europe  

• 2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable 
future  

• 2025-11-18 | Beyond Summit 2025  

• 2025-11-20 | Experimentation in buying decent work. Transforming public procurement 
policies and practice  

• 2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable 
future  

• 2025-12-09 | Transport Policy Conference. How can we accelerate the decarbonisation of 
the transport sector?  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2025-09-09 | 2025 Strategic Foresight Report  

• 2025-09-17 | A European high-speed rail network plan  

• 2025-09-30 | Savings and Investment Union package: - EU Financial Literacy Strategy, - 
Recommendation on savings and investments accounts  

• 2025-10-07 | AI and Data package: - Apply AI Strategy,  - A European Stratefy for AI in 
science – paving the way for a European AI research Council  

• 2025-10-16 | A global vision with global energy and climate diplomacy objectives ahead of 
COP30  

• 2025-10-21| 2026 Commission work programme | 2025 Annual Overview Report on 
Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement | Sustainable transport investment plan 
(tbc)  

• 2025-10-29 | 2030 Consumer Agenda, including an action plan for consumers in the Single 
Market | European Data Union Strategy  

 

https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/code-to-competitiveness-how-can-digital-skills-power-europes-future
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/code-to-competitiveness-how-can-digital-skills-power-europes-future
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/fit-for-flexibility-how-to-uncover-the-potential-of-storage-grids-and-flexible-generation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/fit-for-flexibility-how-to-uncover-the-potential-of-storage-grids-and-flexible-generation
https://feps-europe.eu/event/a-clean-just-and-competitive-european-industry/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/The-EU-and-the-Aarhus-Convention
https://www.greendealnet.eu/The-EU-and-the-Aarhus-Convention
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-supercomputing-and-the-energy-transition-strategic-infrastructure-for-europes-climate-and-digital-leadership
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-supercomputing-and-the-energy-transition-strategic-infrastructure-for-europes-climate-and-digital-leadership
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/zero-emission-vehicles-accelerating-demand-across-europe
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://beyondsummit.nl/
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference


 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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