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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2025. 

 

Current affairs 

• Analysis shows that extreme weather conditions in Europe this summer caused 43 billion 
euros in short-term losses. (The Guardian, Euronews) 

• Human-induced global warming “caused two out of three heat-related deaths in Europe this 
summer”. (The Guardian, Imperial College London) 

• Smoke from forest fires will kill nearly 1.4 million people annually by the end of the century 
if emissions are not reduced, according to research. (The Guardian) 

• Only a third of the world's river basins experienced normal conditions in 2024. (The 
Guardian, Euronews, WMO) 

• Will COP30 deliver results? (María Fernanda Espinosa et al.) 

• How COP30 can deliver an ambitious outcome on global finance flows. (Ben Abraham) 

• Vote on 2040 climate target cancelled after major EU countries block decision. Decision 
postponed until October. Only declaration of intent for COP30. (Politico, Euractiv, Council, 
CAN Europe, Euronews, Politico, E3G, Euractiv, Reuters, Politico, Euronews, Politico, Council, 
WWF, Politico, Belga, WRI, CAN Europe) 

• The Paris Agreement turns 10 – it's time to prepare for the teenage years. (CEPS) 

• 9 big EU policy fights shaping up for fall. (Politico) 

• European solar industry leaders call on EU leaders to present action plan for solar energy 
production. (SolarPower Europe) 

• Beyond biomass: why the fashion industry's shift away from coal should prioritise 
electrification. (New Climate Institute) 

• FAQ: Electrification and energy efficiency. (CAN Europe)  

• IEA reiterates ‘no new oil and gas needed’ if global warming is limited to 1.5°C. (CarbonBrief, 
IEA, Oil Change International) 

• Gas imports via pipelines in the EU continue to decline. (IEEFA) 

• The clash between trade and climate: aligning the EU carbon border adjustment mechanism 
with the EU Renewable Energy Directive. An article. 

• The EU carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM) – implications for industry. An article. 

• The impact of small and medium-sized buildings in the green transition. (Build Up) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/sep/15/europes-summer-of-extreme-weather-caused-43bn-of-short-term-losses-analysis-finds
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/15/europe-faces-billions-in-losses-from-summer-heatwaves-droughts-and-floods-study-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/17/human-made-global-warming-caused-two-in-three-heat-deaths-in-europe-this-summer-analysis-finds
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/grantham-institute/public/publications/institute-reports-and-analytical-notes/Summer-heat-deaths-in-854-European-cities-more-than-tripled-due-to-climate-change.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/sep/18/wildfire-smoke-global-deaths-2050
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/18/climate-crisis-driving-extreme-floods-droughts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/18/climate-crisis-driving-extreme-floods-droughts
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/19/earths-water-system-is-spiralling-with-deadly-swings-between-too-little-and-too-much-warns
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/from-drought-deluge-wmo-report-highlights-increasingly-erratic-water-cycle
https://www.project-syndicate.org/magazine/cop30-what-would-make-the-conference-a-success-by-maria-fernanda-espinosa-et-al-2025-09
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/12/how-cop30-could-deliver-an-ambitious-outcome-on-global-finance-flows/
https://www.politico.eu/article/vote-on-eus-2040-climate-target-canceled-after-biggest-countries-block-decision/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/epp-hits-back-at-far-right-claim-it-tried-to-bury-2040-climate-bill/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2025/09/18/
https://caneurope.org/hac-sept-2025/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/09/12/eu-decision-on-2040-climate-target-to-be-delayed-diplomats-say
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-joined-climate-bad-guys-camp-targets/
https://www.e3g.org/news/eu-envi-climate-ambition-sept2025/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/explainer-what-the-eu-is-going-to-contribute-to-the-global-climate-effort/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/eu-set-miss-un-deadline-new-climate-targets-draft-shows-2025-09-15/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-paris-climate-accord-un-deadline-new-target/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/09/17/eu-countries-wrangling-over-2035-climate-target-ahead-of-cop30-leak
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-off-list-un-climate-summit/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/18/paris-agreement-eu-submits-statement-of-intent-to-the-unfccc-on-the-post-2030-ndc/
https://www.wwf.eu/?19229416/env-council-2040-target
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-2035-climate-targets-emissions-un-plan-enviornment-green/
https://www.belganewsagency.eu/eu-agrees-on-draft-2035-climate-target-but-details-still-missing
https://www.wri.org/news/statement-eus-2035-climate-signal-must-aim-higher-ensure-credibility-and-competitiveness
https://caneurope.org/press-release-weak-statement-of-intent-envi-council-signals-only-indicative-2035-target-to-un-member-states-must-now-agree-on-an-ambitious-2040-target-in-october/
https://www.ceps.eu/the-paris-agreement-turns-10-its-time-to-prepare-for-the-teenage-years/
https://www.politico.eu/article/9-eu-policy-fights-border-tech-ai-ngo-csa-finance-cyber-airfares-emissions/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/european-solar-industry-leaders-call-on-eu-leaders-to-deliver-action-plan-for-solar-manufacturing
https://newclimate.org/news/beyond-biomass-why-the-fashion-industrys-shift-away-from-coal-must-prioritise-electrification
https://caneurope.org/faq-electrification-and-energy-efficiency/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/iea-reiterates-no-new-oil-and-gas-needed-if-global-warming-is-limited-to-1-5c/
https://www.iea.org/news/declines-in-output-from-existing-oil-and-gas-fields-have-gathered-speed-with-implications-for-markets-and-energy-security
https://oilchange.org/news/oil-change-international-reaction-to-the-international-energy-agencys-implications-of-oil-and-gas-field-decline-rates-report/
https://ieefa.org/articles/eu-pipeline-gas-imports-continue-fall
https://academic.oup.com/jwelb/article/18/3/jwaf014/8254034
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14693062.2025.2557236?mi=n22u6n#abstract
https://build-up.ec.europa.eu/en/news-and-events/news/impact-small-and-medium-sized-buildings-green-transition


• Policy coherence unravelled: a network analysis of the EU's policy mix for the circular 
economy. An article. 

• Smart sustainable disassembly systems for the circular economy. An article. 

• The damage caused by fossil fuels starts before birth, healthcare professionals warn. 
(Euractiv, CGHA, Climate Home News) 

• Manfred Weber “promises” to reverse EU combustion engine ban. (Euractiv) 

• Ten years after Dieselgate, the car industry is paving the way for a new emissions scandal. 
(Transport & Environment) 

• Revealed: ‘Corporate capture’ of UN aviation body by industry. (The Guardian) 

• Decarbonising the skies: Evolution of EU air transport efficiency and carbon emissions. An 
article. 

• What are the direct risks of AI to the climate and the environment? (LSE) 

• AI: Five charts that put the energy consumption – and emissions – of data centres into 
context. (CarbonBrief) 

• How the expansion of data centres could jeopardise climate targets. (ECOS) 

• Regulating AI use could stop its runaway energy expansion. (Shweta Singh and Frederik 
Dahlmann) 

• Commission launches new strategy to strengthen Europe's research and technology 
infrastructures. (Commission) 

• Navigating sustainability transitions: A science for policy approach. An article. 

• Social security systems crucial for a just transition to net zero carbon emissions in Europe 
and Central Asia, says new ILO report. (ILO) 

• Directive on a just transition in the world of work (legislative initiative): ensuring job creation 
and revitalising local economies. A briefing. 

• Report warns: rising NATO military spending causing huge emissions spike. (The Guardian) 

• What next for the EU-US trade agreement? (Mario Monti, James Bacchus, Politico, Euractiv) 

• Global trade is changing. Here's how businesses can stay ahead. (WEF) 

• Five reasons why sustainable value chains are good for business. (WEF) 

• Exxon seeks US political support to overturn EU climate law. (Reuters) 

• Commission kicks off a season of red tape destruction. (Politico) 

• A group of NGOs responds to the Commission's Omnibus proposals. (ECCJ) 

• Lobbying for a greenwashed SFDR? (Reclaim Finance) 

• Sustainable finance needs to shift from a defensive to a positive message, experts say. 
(Green Central Banking) 

• Greenwashing gems: How asset managers play with regulation. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Using central bank instruments to protect against ecosystem collapse. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• How voluntary climate finance lost its way. (LSE) 

• Background information on the MFF after 2027. A briefing. 

• More action for nature: how the circular economy can help achieve the global biodiversity 
framework. (Ellen MacArthur Foundation) 

• Driving business accountability for nature action along the value chain. (WBCSD) 

• Soil monitoring and resilience guideline. A briefing. 

• Better nutrition for better health: a human rights perspective on EU law and policy on food 
and nutrition. An article. 

• How to close the £223 billion climate protection gap. (WEF) 

• EU “unlikely to meet” 2030 target on trade aid to poorer countries, say auditors. 
(EUobserver, ECA) 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352550925001800
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/18/8289
https://www.euractiv.com/news/harm-from-fossil-fuels-starts-before-birth-healthcare-professionals-warn/
https://climateandhealthalliance.org/press-releases/cross-cutting-report-reveals-devastating-global-health-impacts-of-fossil-fuels-thru-production-life-cycle-across-human-lifespan/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/16/public-health-emergency-report-shows-fossil-fuel-impacts-on-every-stage-of-life/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/manfred-weber-promises-to-reverse-eus-combustion-engine-ban/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/10-years-after-dieselgate-the-car-industry-is-paving-the-way-for-another-emissions-scandal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/19/revealed-corporate-capture-un-aviation-body-icao
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3298/12/9/332
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-direct-risks-does-ai-pose-to-the-climate-and-environment/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/ai-five-charts-that-put-data-centre-energy-use-and-emissions-into-context/
https://ecostandard.org/publications/data-centres/
https://theconversation.com/regulating-ai-use-could-stop-its-runaway-energy-expansion-258425
https://theconversation.com/regulating-ai-use-could-stop-its-runaway-energy-expansion-258425
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2097
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352550925001459
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/social-protection-systems-key-just-transition-net-zero-carbon-emissions-0
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)774668
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/14/nato-military-spending-emissions
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-america-eu-legacy-google-tech-fine-companies-microsoft/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-wto-exists-for-times-like-these-why-not-use-it/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-china-donald-trump-russia-politics-ukraine-nato-tariffs/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/exclusive-eu-wants-us-onside-for-very-strong-steel-protections-next-month-says-trade-chief/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/09/trade-rules-are-changing-here-is-what-companies-can-do-to-stay-competitive/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/09/five-reasons-why-sustainable-value-chains-are-good-for-business/
https://energynews.oedigital.com/fossil-fuels/2025/09/18/exxon-asks-for-political-support-from-the-us-to-overturn-eu-climate-law
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-omnibus-legislation-eu-brussels-red-tape-destruction/
https://corporatejustice.org/news/joint-press-release-eu-commission-persists-in-undemocratic-push-to-weaken-accountability-laws-ngos-call-on-meps-to-act/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/09/18/lobbying-for-a-greenwashed-sfdr/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/09/18/sustainable-finance-should-switch-to-positive-from-defensive-message-experts-say/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/09/18/greenwashing-gems-how-asset-managers-play-with-regulation/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/09/15/firing-up-central-bank-tools-to-guard-against-ecosystem-collapse/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/09/15/firing-up-central-bank-tools-to-guard-against-ecosystem-collapse/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/businessreview/2025/09/17/how-voluntary-climate-finance-lost-its-way/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/BUDG_BRI(2025)777598
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/scaling-action-for-nature
https://www.wbcsd.org/news/driving-business-accountability-for-nature-action-along-the-value-chain/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)757627
https://academic.oup.com/hrlr/article/25/4/ngaf028/8253763
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/09/how-to-close-the-223-billion-climate-protection-gap/
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ar0b7bd401
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2025-17


(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2025-09-22 | Online | Code to competitiveness – How can digital skills power Europe’s 
future?  

• 2025-09-22 | Online | Production Gap Report 2025 launch event  

• 2025-09-22 | Hybrid | The role of NGOs in driving climate laws  

• 2025-09-22 | Hybrid | LSE Green Skills Lab: Launch Event  

• 2025-09-23 | Fit for flexibility? - How to uncover the potential of storage, grids and flexible 
generation  

• 2025-09-24 | A clean, just, and competitive European industry  

• 2025-09-24 | Hybrid | The EU and the Aarhus Convention – taking stock of the Union’s 
progress towards Environmental Democracy  

• 2025-09-24 | Webinar | Exploring the sustainability disclosure landscape and climate stress 
testing methodologies  

• 2025-09-25 | AI, supercomputing, and the energy transition - Strategic infrastructure for 
Europe’s climate and digital leadership  

• 2025-09-30 | Hybrid | Sustainability reporting and assurance and the omnibus package – 
Burden or opportunity for EU competitiveness?  

• 2025-10-01 | Clear Standards for Clean Steel: The Role of LESS in Developing European Lead 
Markets  

• 2025-10-02 | Webinar | Turning EPBD Guidance into practice – The role of building 
performance data for Member States  

• 2025-10-13 | Future-oriented occupations in the EU  

• 2025-10-14 | Towards a circular and resilient economy in Europe: Enabling the use, value 
and uptake of recycled materials  

• 2025-10-14 | Hybrid | Powering Europe’s future - B2B Circularity for industrial 
competitiveness  

• 2025-10-14 | Energy Day 2025: Secure, Competitive and Clean - Is Europe Delivering on Its 
Energy Promise?  

• 2025-10-14 – 2025-10-16 | Energy Storage Global Conference  

• 2025-10-15 | Delivering on Economic Competitiveness: Digitalization as Driver, Investments 
as Lever  

• 2025-10-16 | Hybrid | Zero-Emission Vehicles – Accelerating demand across Europe  

• 2025-10-16 | The Clean Industrial Deal, the Inflation Reduction Act and the future of green 
industrial policy  

• 2025-10-16 | Digital Networks Act: Rewriting the DNA of Europe’s Open Internet?  

• 2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable 
future  

• 2025-11-18 | Beyond Summit 2025  

• 2025-11-20 | Experimentation in buying decent work. Transforming public procurement 
policies and practice  

• 2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable 
future  

• 2025-12-09 | Transport Policy Conference. How can we accelerate the decarbonisation of 
the transport sector?  
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/code-to-competitiveness-how-can-digital-skills-power-europes-future
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/code-to-competitiveness-how-can-digital-skills-power-europes-future
https://www.sei.org/events/production-gap-report-2025-launch-event/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/the-role-of-ngos-in-driving-climate-laws/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/lse-green-skills-lab-launch-event/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/fit-for-flexibility-how-to-uncover-the-potential-of-storage-grids-and-flexible-generation
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/fit-for-flexibility-how-to-uncover-the-potential-of-storage-grids-and-flexible-generation
https://feps-europe.eu/event/a-clean-just-and-competitive-european-industry/
https://www.greendealnet.eu/The-EU-and-the-Aarhus-Convention
https://www.greendealnet.eu/The-EU-and-the-Aarhus-Convention
https://www.unepfi.org/themes/climate-change/exploring-the-sustainability-disclosure-landscape-and-climate-stress-testing-methodologies/
https://www.unepfi.org/themes/climate-change/exploring-the-sustainability-disclosure-landscape-and-climate-stress-testing-methodologies/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-supercomputing-and-the-energy-transition-strategic-infrastructure-for-europes-climate-and-digital-leadership
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-supercomputing-and-the-energy-transition-strategic-infrastructure-for-europes-climate-and-digital-leadership
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-clear-standards-for-clean-steel-the-role-of-less-in-developing-european-lead-markets
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-clear-standards-for-clean-steel-the-role-of-less-in-developing-european-lead-markets
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://www.etui.org/events/future-oriented-occupations-eu
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-secure-competitive-and-clean-is-europe-delivering-on-its-energy-promise
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-secure-competitive-and-clean-is-europe-delivering-on-its-energy-promise
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-delivering-on-economic-competitiveness-digitalization-as-driver-investments-as-lever
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-delivering-on-economic-competitiveness-digitalization-as-driver-investments-as-lever
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/zero-emission-vehicles-accelerating-demand-across-europe
https://calendar.boell.de/en/future-green-industrial-policy
https://calendar.boell.de/en/future-green-industrial-policy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-digital-networks-act-rewriting-the-dna-of-europes-open-internet
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://beyondsummit.nl/
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference


• 2025-09-30 | Savings and Investment Union package: - EU Financial Literacy Strategy, - 
Recommendation on savings and investments accounts  

• 2025-10-07 | AI and Data package: - Apply AI Strategy,  - A European Stratefy for AI in 
science – paving the way for a European AI research Council  

• 2025-10-16 | A global vision with global energy and climate diplomacy objectives ahead of 
COP30 | A European high speed rail network plan  

• 2025-10-21| 2026 Commission work programme | 2025 Annual Overview Report on 
Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement | Sustainable transport investment plan 
(tbc) | Communication on the Generational Renewal in Agriculture  

• 2025-10-29 | 2030 Consumer Agenda, including an action plan for consumers in the Single 
Market | European Data Union Strategy  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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