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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2025.

Current affairs

Due to internal divisions, the EU was unable to present a strong climate commitment to the
UN. The American president described climate change as ‘the biggest con job’ ever. China
formulated a climate pledge. (UN Climate Summit) (Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, Euronews,
Euronews, Euractiv, The Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian, Commission, Climate Home
News, Euronews, Euractiv, Euronews, Andreas Sieber, CarbonBrief, E3G)

EU's Ribera warns that US climate isolation is “suicide”. (Euractiv)

‘Something is working’: UN climate chief optimistic about green transition. (The Guardian)
Former world leaders call for tax on fossil fuels to fund global climate action. (Euronews)
Global investment in renewable energy rises 10% compared to 2024, despite Trump's
rollback. (The Guardian)

European solar industry leaders call on EU leaders to present action plan for solar energy
production. (SolarPower Europe)

Leading companies in the energy sector unveil blueprint for infrastructure improvement.
(IRENA)

Countries' plans to increase coal, gas and oil extraction ‘will make climate targets
unachievable’. (The Guardian, SEI)

Embedded emissions from chemicals within the EU carbon border adjustment mechanism.
An article.

Delegated act on low-carbon hydrogen. A briefing.

The company that traces minerals for the energy transition back to the mines. (Climate
Home News)

Critical stocks, critical interests: the effectiveness of critical mineral stocks in mitigating risks
to energy supply, security and information provision. (CETEX)

The race to find a way to recycle old turbine blades from windfarms. (The Guardian)

Why a global treaty on plastics is not only an ecological necessity, but also an economic one.
(IEEFA)

Plastic pellets: Council adopts regulation to reduce microplastic pollution. (Council)
Reducing microplastic pollution from plastic pellet loss. A briefing.



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/climate-summit-2025
https://www.euractiv.com/news/think-tanks-ngos-blast-ministers-for-vague-climate-pledge/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-climate-clout-melts-away-china-target/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-climate-chief-the-reality-is-its-going-to-get-worse/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/24/trump-calls-climate-change-a-con-job-as-leaders-of-drowning-nations-watch-at-the-un
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/25/china-announces-landmark-pledge-to-cut-carbon-emissions-but-experts-say-it-is-too-timid
https://www.euractiv.com/news/china-vows-7-10-emissions-cut-as-eu-defends-climate-leadership/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/sep/24/the-guardian-view-on-the-climate-crisis-green-energy-is-booming-but-fossil-fuels-need-to-shrink-too
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/24/chinas-plans-to-cut-emission-too-weak-to-stave-off-global-catastrophe-say-experts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/24/world-leaders-united-nations-climate-agenda
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_2217
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/24/at-climate-summit-un-chief-urges-countries-to-go-much-further-much-faster-on-ndcs/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/24/at-climate-summit-un-chief-urges-countries-to-go-much-further-much-faster-on-ndcs/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/25/china-announces-landmark-pledge-to-cut-carbon-emissions-but-experts-say-it-is-too-timid
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-climate-chief-vows-to-push-china-on-disappointing-climate-target/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/09/26/cop30-eu-set-to-double-fairness-payments-offer-for-climate-transition-leak
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/25/why-cop30-needs-a-cover-decision-to-succeed/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-what-does-chinas-new-paris-agreement-pledge-mean-for-climate-action/
https://www.e3g.org/news/china-2025-ndc-pledge-misses-the-moment/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eus-ribera-warns-us-climate-isolation-is-a-suicide/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/20/simon-stiell-un-climate-chief-climate-progress-green-transition
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/24/trump-calls-climate-change-a-con-job-as-leaders-of-drowning-nations-watch-at-the-un
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/23/global-investment-in-renewable-energy-up-10-on-2024-despite-trump-rollback
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/new-study-reveals-path-to-reshore-solar-manufacturing-in-europe
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2025/Sep/Leading-Power-Sector-Companies-Reveal-Blueprint-for-Infrastructure-Upgrade
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/22/fossil-fuels-coal-gas-oil-extraction-climate-goals-beyond-reach
https://www.sei.org/publications/production-gap-report-2025/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-025-01618-5
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)777921
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/22/the-company-tracking-energy-transition-minerals-back-to-the-mines/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/09/22/the-company-tracking-energy-transition-minerals-back-to-the-mines/
https://cetex.org/publications/critical-stocks-critical-stakes-the-effectiveness-of-critical-mineral-stockpiles-in-mitigating-supply-risks-to-energy-security-and-information/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/sep/21/recycle-turbine-blades-windfarms-uk-europe
https://ieefa.org/resources/why-global-plastics-treaty-economic-imperative-not-just-environmental-one
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/22/plastic-pellets-council-signs-off-regulation-to-reduce-pollution-from-microplastics/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)760442

Environmental and socio-economic impacts of the transition to a circular economy in the EU
steel sector. A study.

Harnessing the potential of the transition to a circular economy in energy-intensive
industries. A study.

One year is not enough: We demand free Windows 10 updates until 2030. (Right to Repair)
Ten years after Dieselgate: unfinished business in the transport sector. (Drew Kodjak)
Decarbonisation of European heavy-duty transport. A study.

European aviation set to spend billions on offsetting schemes. (Transport & Environment)
Aviation Vision 2050: The potential for climate neutrality. (ICCT)

‘Thousands more people blighted’: Study warns climate change will increase aircraft noise.
(Euronews)

Better protection of surface and groundwater to strengthen the EU's water resilience.
(Commission, Raad, EEB, WWF, PAN)

Fungal infections are adapting to climate change — and posing a threat to public health.
(Sumi Robson)

Burning fossil fuels threatens the health of 1.6 billion people, data shows. (The Guardian)
Scientists discover that air pollution can affect how well we sleep. (The Guardian)
Advantages and pitfalls of green public procurement as a European strategic tool. (Bruegel)
Making Europe an Al continent. A briefing.

Energy justice for Al: a framework. A study.

Apple criticises EU digital markets law and calls for its withdrawal. (Euractiv, BEUC)

The industrial policy of the EU internal market: considerations and policy challenges on the
road to a new governance model. A study.

EESC warns that Europe could lose its steel industry if swift action is not taken. (EESC)
Simplification: Council approves “stop-the-clock” mechanism for chemicals to provide legal
certainty for businesses. (Council)

What next for EU-US trade relations? (Politico, Politico)

EU Commission sued for lack of transparency on environmental issues. (EUobserver,
ClientEarth)

The EU's radical rethink of sustainability reporting. (Gaia Balp)

Empirical assessment of corporate adaptation and resilience reporting using Al. (LSE)

Banks provide more than twice as much financing for fossil fuels as for energy transition.
(Reclaim Finance)

A trillion-dollar climate risk. New research reveals the fossil fuel exposure of the world's 60
largest banks. (Finance Watch)

Sustainable finance in 2025: these are the key sectors redefining global markets. (WEF)
How fiduciary duties influence pension funds' attitudes towards climate risks. (Zaneta
Sedilekova)

Playing on the capital market? Sustainable finance and the discursive construction of the
capital markets union as a common good. An article.

The next EU budget: an instrument for sustainable and inclusive well-being? (Magali Brosio)
EU to propose further delay for rules against deforestation. (Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv,
Reuters, ClientEarth, WWF, Greenpeace, Politico, Imaduddin Abdullah, Bruegel)

Global treaty on the protection of the oceans enters into force. (Commission)

The world's oceans fail key health test as acidity exceeds critical threshold for marine life.
Seven of the nine planetary boundaries have now been exceeded. (The Guardian, Planetary
Health Check, PIK, Stockholm Resilience Centre)

The risks of geoengineering to biodiversity. (CIEL)

Agriculture ministers met on 22 and 23 September. Among other things, they discussed the
future of the Common Agricultural Policy. (Council, Politico, Greenpeace)



https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142957
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142938
https://repair.eu/news/one-year-isnt-enough-we-demand-free-windows-10-updates-until-2030/
https://theicct.org/ten-years-after-dieselgate-transportations-unfinished-business-sept25/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC143054
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/european-aviation-spending-billions-on-offsetting-schemes
https://theicct.org/publication/aviation-vision-2050-the-potential-for-climate-neutral-growth-sept25/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/09/26/thousands-more-people-blighted-study-warns-climate-change-will-increase-aircraft-noise
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2197
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/23/water-pollution-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-deal-to-update-priority-substances-in-surface-and-ground-waters/
https://eeb.org/eu-strikes-deal-on-water-pollution-but-existing-protections-pay-the-price/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?19296391/EU-strikes-deal-on-water-pollution-but-existing-protections-pay-the-price
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2025/09/eu-deal-water-pollution-no-action-extreme-delay
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-fungal-infections-are-adapting-to-climate-change-and-threatening-public-health/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/24/fossil-fuel-burning-threat-health-16bn-people-data-shows
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/19/air-pollution-can-affect-how-well-we-sleep-scientists-discover
https://www.bruegel.org/working-paper/advantages-and-pitfalls-green-public-procurement-european-strategic-tool
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)775923
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC143263
https://www.euractiv.com/news/apple-slams-eus-digital-markets-acts-calls-for-repeal/
https://www.beuc.eu/news/digital-markets-act-good-european-consumers-and-must-be-protected-eu-consumer-groups-response
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142696
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/eesc-warns-europe-could-lose-its-steel-industry-without-urgent-action
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/24/simplification-council-approves-stop-the-clock-mechanism-on-chemicals-to-provide-legal-certainty-to-businesses/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-concedes-trade-deal-with-us-donald-trump-falls-short-of-wto-rules-sabine-weyand/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-eu-trade-deal-pharma-chemical-products-natural-resources-tariff-rates/
https://euobserver.com/rule-of-law/ara284d07a
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press-releases/clientearth-takes-european-commission-to-eu-s-highest-court-over-illegal-transparency-rollback/
https://www.ecgi.global/publications/blog/the-eus-high-stakes-rethinking-of-sustainability-reporting
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/empirically-assessing-corporate-adaptation-and-resilience-disclosure-using-ai/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/09/23/banks-provide-more-than-twice-as-much-finance-for-fossil-fuels-as-energy-transition/
https://www.finance-watch.org/press/a-trillion-dollars-of-climate-risk/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/09/sustainable-finance-in-2025-why-investors-can-t-afford-to-look-away/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/09/23/how-fiduciary-duty-is-shaping-pension-fund-attitudes-towards-climate-risk/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/09/23/how-fiduciary-duty-is-shaping-pension-fund-attitudes-towards-climate-risk/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13501763.2025.2532555#abstract
https://zoe-institut.de/en/news/the-next-eu-budget-a-vehicle-for-wellbeing/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-set-to-propose-new-delay-to-anti-deforestation-rules/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-deforestation-delay-blamed-on-it-critics-see-washingtons-hand/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-forest-monitoring-law-faces-axe-from-right-wing-coalition/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/eu-will-delay-anti-deforestation-law-by-another-year-commissioner-says-2025-09-23/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/lawyers-roll-their-eyes-as-eu-commission-blames-it-issues-for-another-deforestation-regulation-delay/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?19285941/The-dog-ate-my-homework-Commission-loses-face-over-EUDR-IT-mess-up
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/uncategorized/47744/eu-commission-sounds-second-retreat-to-make-way-for-corporations-profiting-from-deforestation-and-nature-destruction/
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-accused-of-sacrificing-forests-in-crusade-to-save-eu-industry/
https://euobserver.com/news/arbacbaf06
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/coffee-and-chocolate-lovers-should-want-eu-deforestation-rules-force-without-delay
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2151
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/24/worlds-oceans-fail-key-health-check-as-acidity-crosses-critical-threshold-for-marine-life
https://www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/
https://www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/en/news/latest-news/seven-of-nine-planetary-boundaries-now-breached-2013-ocean-acidification-joins-the-danger-zone
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/news--events/general-news/2025-09-24-seven-of-nine-planetary-boundaries-now-breached.html
https://www.ciel.org/geoengineering-biodiversity-risks/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/agrifish/2025/09/22-23/
https://www.politico.eu/article/farmer-eu-save-agriculture-environment-european-commission-budget/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47729/cap-from-flawed-proposal-to-real-transition/

First vote on simplification of EU agricultural laws. (EP)

An important new UN report shows how a handful of mega-corporations control the global
food system, with devastating consequences for food security and inflation. (CEO)
Documents reveal that chemical companies in the EU plan to export ever-increasing
guantities of ‘toxic’ pesticides. (The Guardian)

Unjust transition: reclaiming the energy future from climate colonialism. (Oxfam, Common
Dreams)

The next generation of EU partnerships: making Clean Trade and Investment Partnerships
(CTIPs) work for climate, industry and development. (ECDPM, New Climate Institute)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2025-09-30 | Hybrid | Sustainability reporting and assurance and the omnibus package —
Burden or opportunity for EU competitiveness?

2025-10-01 | Clear Standards for Clean Steel: The Role of LESS in Developing European Lead
Markets

2025-10-02 | Webinar | Turning EPBD Guidance into practice — The role of building
performance data for Member States

2025-10-13 | Future-oriented occupations in the EU

2025-10-14 | Towards a circular and resilient economy in Europe: Enabling the use, value
and uptake of recycled materials

2025-10-14 | Hybrid | Powering Europe’s future - B2B Circularity for industrial
competitiveness

2025-10-14 | Energy Day 2025: Secure, Competitive and Clean - Is Europe Delivering on Its
Energy Promise?

2025-10-14 | Webinar | Fit for 90? The battle over Europe’s next climate and energy targets
2025-10-14 — 2025-10-16 | Energy Storage Global Conference

2025-10-15 | Delivering on Economic Competitiveness: Digitalization as Driver, Investments
as Lever

2025-10-16 | Hybrid | Zero-Emission Vehicles — Accelerating demand across Europe
2025-10-16 | The Clean Industrial Deal, the Inflation Reduction Act and the future of green
industrial policy

2025-10-16 | Digital Networks Act: Rewriting the DNA of Europe’s Open Internet?
2025-10-27 | Hybrid | Unlocking climate action opportunities: progress amid geopolitical
turbulence

2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable
future

2025-11-18 | Beyond Summit 2025

2025-11-20 | Experimentation in buying decent work. Transforming public procurement
policies and practice

2025-10-28 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference. Powering Europe’s sustainable
future

2025-12-09 | Transport Policy Conference. How can we accelerate the decarbonisation of
the transport sector?

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250922IPR30511/first-vote-on-simplification-of-eu-agriculture-laws
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2025/09/un-report-slams-global-corporate-capture-food-systems
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/23/eu-chemical-firms-export-toxic-pesticides
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/research-publications/unjust-transition-reclaiming-the-energy-future-from-climate-colonialism/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/ending-climate-colonialism
https://www.commondreams.org/news/ending-climate-colonialism
https://ecdpm.org/work/next-generation-eu-partnerships-making-clean-trade-and-investment-partnerships-ctips-work-climate-industry-and-development
https://newclimate.org/resources/publications/joint-policy-brief-making-ctips-work-for-climate-industry-and-development
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainability-reporting-and-assurance-and-the-omnibus-package-burden-or-opportunity-for-eu-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-clear-standards-for-clean-steel-the-role-of-less-in-developing-european-lead-markets
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-clear-standards-for-clean-steel-the-role-of-less-in-developing-european-lead-markets
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/webinar-turning-epbd-guidance-practice-role-building-performance-data-member-states-2025-10-02_en
https://www.etui.org/events/future-oriented-occupations-eu
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://www.epc.eu/events/towards-a-circular-and-resilient-economy-in-europe-enabling-the-use-value-and-uptake-of-recycled-materials/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/powering-europes-future-b2b-circularity-for-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-secure-competitive-and-clean-is-europe-delivering-on-its-energy-promise
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-secure-competitive-and-clean-is-europe-delivering-on-its-energy-promise
https://calendar.boell.de/en/fit-for-90
https://ease-storage.eu/easeevents/energy-storage-global-conference/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-delivering-on-economic-competitiveness-digitalization-as-driver-investments-as-lever
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-delivering-on-economic-competitiveness-digitalization-as-driver-investments-as-lever
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/zero-emission-vehicles-accelerating-demand-across-europe
https://calendar.boell.de/en/future-green-industrial-policy
https://calendar.boell.de/en/future-green-industrial-policy
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-digital-networks-act-rewriting-the-dna-of-europes-open-internet
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/unlocking-climate-action-opportunities-progress-amid-geopolitical-turbulence/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/unlocking-climate-action-opportunities-progress-amid-geopolitical-turbulence/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://beyondsummit.nl/
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://www.etui.org/events/experimentation-buying-decent-work
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference

Commission documents

2025-09-30 | Savings and Investment Union package: - EU Financial Literacy Strategy, -
Recommendation on savings and investments accounts

2025-10-07 | Al and Data package: - Apply Al Strategy, - A European Strategy for Al in
science — paving the way for a European Al research Council

2025-10-16 | A global vision with global energy and climate diplomacy objectives ahead of
COP30 | A European high speed rail network plan

2025-10-21| 2026 Commission work programme | 2025 Annual Overview Report on
Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement | Sustainable transport investment plan

(tbc) | Communication on the Generational Renewal in Agriculture

2025-10-29 | 2030 Consumer Agenda, including an action plan for consumers in the Single
Market | European Data Union Strategy
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