
BIO role to support the transition towards sustainability
CFDD – November 2025

Photos by Edward BURTYNSKY, “EXTRACTION / ABSTRACTION”



Access to financial services Economic opportunities for women

Climate change and global warming Access to electricity

Why do we need BIO?



• Local private sector financing
• Long-term loans
• Quasi-equity and equity,
• Directly or indirectly, through regional investment funds, banks, and local MFIs
• Also offering technical assistance (subsidies) to prospects and clients

• Criteria
• Strong and sustainable development impact and a sound financial return
• Strict environmental, social, and governance (ESG) criteria
• Additionality (financial and non-financial)
• Local ownership
• Market conditions

BIO – Belgian Development Finance Institution

Our mission = to support a strong private sector in developing economies and/or emerging 
countries, so that they can access economic growth and sustainable development within the 
framework of the SDGs



T R A N S V E R S A L  C O M M I T M E N T S W I T H A S P E C I F I C  S T R A T E G Y  A N D A P P R O A C H

INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH

Business growth | Building capacities | Improving E&S practices

DIRECT AND INDIRECT INVESTMENTS CONTRIBUTING TO 10 STRATEGIC IMPACT TARGETS (SIT)

Decent work Gender equality Climate action

Investment capital | Development finance expertise | Development Cooperation
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Technical assistance, 
feasibility studies and 
investment support

Human Rights due 
diligence and E&S risk 

management

Impact assessment, 
monitoring and 

evaluation

L O N G - T E R M D E B T A N D E Q U I T Y F I N A N C I N G

O U T P U T S

O U T C O M E S

A C T I V I T I E S

I N P U T S

I M PA C T

SIT-3 Microfinance
SIT-2 SME finance
SIT-1 Job creation

SIT-6 Gender equality
SIT-5 Inclusive business

SIT-4 LDC/FCAS

SIT-9 Ecological sustainability
SIT-8 Climate adaptation

SIT-7 Climate finance

SIT-10 business development support
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10 Strategic Impact Targets

Towards improved 
decision-making, 
learning and 
accountability



Development and Sustainability Unit

DO NOT HARM

Environmental & Social

DO GOOD

Development Effectiveness

DO MORE

Business Development 
Support Fund

Gender

Climate

For each project: assess, 
mitigate and manage ESG 
risks and identify ESG 
opportunities.

Assess, monitor, evaluate the 
expected and realized 
contribution of each project to 
BIO’s development objectives.

Support current and 
prospective portfolio projects 
to increase their business 
performance and improve 
sustainable practices.

Assess current practices and contribution of projects to SDG 5; promote necessary actions to create and promote economic 
opportunities and capacity building for women.

Assess current practices and contribution of projects to SDG 13; address causes (mitigation) and impacts (adaptation) of 
climate change, promote the protection, conservation, rebuilding of biodiversity.

Decent 

Work

Assess current practices and contribution of projects to SDG 8; Increasing employment and ensuring decent work for all are 
essential aspects of sustainable development,



The three priorities of the Climate Strategy

Priority 1
Do No Significant Harm 
to climate and nature

Priority 2
Mainstream climate 
and nature actions

Priority 3
Increase financing 

for climate and 
nature projects

• Applies to all investment projects
• Ensure alignment with Paris Agreement 

and Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework

• Contributes to SITs
• Support projects that 

are in their transition 
process

• Contributes to SITs
• Support projects that are 

already aligned with the 
transition



EUR 70m for climate projects in 2024

Our climate projects include a wide 
variety of high-impact projects, going 
beyond traditional renewable 
energies:

• an insurance company developing 
new climate risk coverage for its 
clients

• an innovative commercial and 
industrial solar development 
company

• a private equity fund targeting the 
climate transition for SMEs 32% of BIO's total annual commitment target

EUR 70m Climate Finance



Ecosystem partners: 
• Rikolto VZW – grant financing  
• Ondernemers voor ondernemers VZW (65.000 Euro) 
• Kampani (590.000 Euro) 

Example 1: East Africa Foods  



Example  2: GEBANA 



Example 3 – Achwa
hydropower

Ecosystem partners Achwa 1: 
• DEG – Duitse DFI 
• OFID- OPEC fund for international 

development 
• EAIF Emerging Africa Infrastructure Fund
• Climate Funds Manager



Thanks!

thibaud.Lemercier@bio-invest.be

www.bio-invest.be


