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General 

 The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

 The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

 The COP30 climate conference has concluded. The outcome is less favourable than many 
had hoped. (UNFCCC, Brasil, ENB): The Guardian, Euronews, Euronews, Euractiv, Euractiv, 
The Guardian, Jonathan Watts, The Guardian, The Guardian, CAN International, EP, 
Commission, Politico, Just Transition Alliance, C40 Cities, Amnesty International US, Climate 
Home News, IUCN, Reuters, The Conversation, ODI, CarbonBrief, PBS, Reuters, CIDSE, IPES-
Food, Climate Home News, Brandon Wu, E3G, CAN Europe, WWF, Carbon Market Watch, 
CIEL, 350.org, Euronews, Hans Van Scharen and Jan Pehrke, The Guardian, The Guardian, 
Genevieve Guenther, ITUC, TWN, CEW, IRENA, Euronews, Greenpeace, Climate Home News, 
Tara Lohan, Oliver Milman, Nature, WRI, Global Witness, Tricontinental, Zero Waste Europe, 
The Guardian, Attila Kulcsár, Debt Justice, CarbonBrief, SEI, Maria Mendiluce, Jordi Roca 
Jusmet, WWF, Jacobin, Green Central Banking, Chloé Deffet, ICLEI, Reuters, The Guardian, 
Wuppertal Institut. 

 Shaping the EU's 2040 climate target. (Kati Kulovesi and Sebastian Oberthür) 

 From the Alps to the Andes: how climate change in mountain regions is putting billions of 
people at risk. (Euronews) 

 Offshore wind energy through the lens of EU climate, energy and environmental legislation – 
between climate ambitions, market competition and environmental impact. An article. 

 The “age of electricity” is here. (WindEurope) 

 The design of the electricity market must evolve to keep pace with the changing needs of 
the system. (IEA)  

 The Commission's work programme for 2026. A briefing. 

 No proven link between the use of carbon credits and climate ambition. (Carbon Market 
Watch) 

 Implementing ETS2: all or nothing for the European Green Deal? (Institut Jacques Delors) 

 In the new battle for Africa's raw materials, Europe is trying to right old wrongs. (Politico) 

 Municipal waste: too slow progress on reuse and recycling. (ECA, EUobserver, Zero Waste 
Europe) 

 A plea for binding reuse targets as Europe faces record amounts of waste. (RREUSE) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://unfccc.int/cop30
https://cop30.br/en
https://enb.iisd.org/belem-un-climate-change-conference-cop30
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/22/cop30-deal-inches-closer-to-end-of-fossil-fuel-era-after-bitter-standoff
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/21/outrageous-cop30-draft-deal-drops-mention-of-fossil-fuels-despite-calls-for-transition-roa
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/22/cop30-new-climate-deal-reached-in-brazil-but-still-no-fossil-fuel-roadmap
https://www.euractiv.com/news/something-has-changed-eu-forced-to-take-face-saving-cop30-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/the-eu-is-not-fighting-fossil-fuels-only-emissions-von-der-leyen-says-ahead-of-g20/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/23/un-warns-world-losing-climate-battle-but-fragile-cop30-deal-keeps-up-the-fight
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/23/cop30-talks-climate-progress-five-threats
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/22/small-win-at-cop-on-finance-for-poor-countries-overshadowed-by-failure-on-fossil-fuels
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/22/roadmaps-adaptations-and-transitions-what-climate-measures-were-agreed-at-cop30
https://climatenetwork.org/2025/11/22/cop30-takes-a-hopeful-step-towards-justice-but-does-not-go-far-enough/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251117IPR31438/cop30-outcome-slow-progress-but-insufficient-to-meet-climate-crisis-urgency
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2756
https://www.politico.eu/article/how-eu-banished-climate-demons-salvaged-weak-cop30-deal/
https://jtalliance.org/2025/11/23/cop30-establishes-a-just-transition-mechanism/
https://www.c40.org/news/cop30-needed-to-innovate-for-implementation-it-fell-short/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/cop30-rights-trampled-yet-people-power-demonstrates-that-humanity-will-win/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/23/we-are-still-here-cop30-shows-determination-to-keep-fighting-climate-crisis/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/23/we-are-still-here-cop30-shows-determination-to-keep-fighting-climate-crisis/
https://iucn.org/iucn-statement/202511/iucn-welcomes-cop30-call-triple-adaptation-finance-regrets-insufficient
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/cop30-deal-exposes-fragile-climate-unity-us-steps-back-2025-11-23/
https://theconversation.com/cop30-five-reasons-the-un-climate-conference-failed-to-deliver-on-its-peoples-summit-promise-269750
https://odi.org/en/insights/cop30-whats-the-verdict/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop30-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-belem/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/indigenous-people-reflect-on-meaning-of-their-participation-in-cop30-climate-talks
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/takeaways-cop30-climate-summit-brazil-2025-11-23/
https://www.cidse.org/2025/11/23/after-cop30-the-world-cannot-ignore-belems-call-for-climate-justice/
https://ipes-food.org/es/cop30-ends-without-action-on-food-systems/
https://ipes-food.org/es/cop30-ends-without-action-on-food-systems/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/22/cop30-brazil-deal-fossil-fuel-transition-fails-triples-finance-climate-adaptation-what-happened/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/21/just-transition-finance-and-equity-thats-how-we-get-cop30-to-act-on-fossil-fuels/
https://www.e3g.org/news/cop31-hosts-announced/
https://caneurope.org/cop-30-reaction/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20170391/EU-unable-to-break-deadlock-at-COP30-as-core-climate-goals-remain-out-of-reach
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/11/22/cop30-attempts-to-dilute-inadequate-carbon-market-rules-thwarted/
https://www.ciel.org/news/cop30-flounder-countries-look-beyond-unfccc-to-phase-out-fossil-fuels/
https://350.org/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-outcome-of-cop30/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/24/from-deforestation-to-fossil-fuels-what-did-countries-actually-agree-on-at-cop30
https://euobserver.com/green-economy/ar747037cc
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/25/fossil-fuel-giants-finally-in-the-crosshairs-cop30-avoids-total-failure-with-last-ditch-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/nov/24/the-guardian-view-on-un-climate-talks-they-reveal-how-little-time-is-left
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/nov/24/cop30-wrecked-fossil-fuels-russia-saudi-arabia-brazil
https://www.ituc-csi.org/belem-action-mechanism-on-just-transition
https://twn.my/title2/climate/info.service/2025/cc251114.htm
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/cop30-conclusions-insufficient-tackle-climate-change-say-scientists-ngos
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2025/Nov/Five-Takeaways-from-COP30-in-Belem
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/11/24/cop30-fails-to-set-fossil-fuels-end-and-sheds-light-on-cracked-international-order
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/79983/cop30-two-weeks-climate-chaos/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/24/the-cop30-mutirao-outcome-was-just-talk-without-truth/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2025-11-24/the-u-s-isnt-leading-at-cop30-but-it-is-un-damming-its-way-to-climate-resilience/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/25/trump-cop30-lacks-us-climate-progress
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-03802-1
https://www.wri.org/insights/cop30-outcomes-next-steps
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/fossil-fuels/cop30-verdict-people-in-polluters-still-in/
https://thetricontinental.org/newsletter-na-cop30-ecological-transition/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/2025/11/insights-from-cop30-reflections-on-zero-waste-methane-and-the-growing-momentum-for-real-solutions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/26/five-key-images-cop30-climate-change-conference-united-nations
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/27/how-belem-built-a-new-just-transition-mechanism/
https://debtjustice.org.uk/blog/how-did-cop30-stand-up-against-debt-and-climate-justice-demands
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop30-key-outcomes-for-food-forests-land-and-nature-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-belem/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/cop30-collective-effort-constrained-ambition/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/cop30-inched-world-forward-climate-action-business-wants-sprint--ecmii-2025-11-26/
https://theconversation.com/cop30-petrostates-block-climate-deal-once-again-but-some-countries-are-taking-their-own-decisive-steps-to-phase-out-fossil-fuels-270580
https://theconversation.com/cop30-petrostates-block-climate-deal-once-again-but-some-countries-are-taking-their-own-decisive-steps-to-phase-out-fossil-fuels-270580
https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/stories/after-cop30-is-it-time-for-reform/
https://jacobin.com/2025/11/cop30-climate-change-trump-brazil
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/11/26/cop30-deep-division-on-core-issues-but-progress-on-climate-and-adaptation-finance/
https://feps-europe.eu/cop30-towards-a-coalition-of-the-willing-for-a-just-transition/
https://iclei-europe.org/news/?COP30__what_the_outcomes_mean_for_cities_and_regions_&newsID=CpEwKR3m
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/cop-30-big-pledges-renewables-industry-ambition-falters-ending-fossil-fuels--ecmii-2025-11-27/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/27/beyond-the-negative-headlines-some-truly-good-things-came-out-of-cop30
https://wupperinst.org/fa/redaktion/downloads/publications/COP30-Report_en.pdf
https://www.greendealnet.eu/Shaping-the-EUs-2040-Climate-Target
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/25/from-the-alps-to-the-andes-how-climate-change-in-mountain-regions-is-putting-billions-at-r
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00908320.2025.2587359#abstract
https://windeurope.org/news/the-age-of-electricity-is-here/
https://www.iea.org/news/electricity-market-designs-must-evolve-to-keep-pace-with-changing-system-needs
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)774680
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/11/25/credit-where-it-is-not-due-no-proven-connection-between-the-use-of-carbon-credits-and-climate-ambition/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/11/25/credit-where-it-is-not-due-no-proven-connection-between-the-use-of-carbon-credits-and-climate-ambition/
https://institutdelors.eu/en/publications/delivering-the-ets2-do-or-die-time-for-the-european-green-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/in-the-new-scramble-for-africas-resources-europe-tries-to-right-old-wrongs-railway-lobito-corridor/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2025-23
https://euobserver.com/green-economy/ar75905ddd
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/eu-bioeconomy-strategy-has-potential-but-misses-key-opportunities-says-zero-waste-europe/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/eu-bioeconomy-strategy-has-potential-but-misses-key-opportunities-says-zero-waste-europe/
https://www.rreuse.org/news/rreuse-calls-for-binding-reuse-targets-as-europe-confronts-record-waste-levels


 Commission presents new bioeconomy strategy to boost green growth, competitiveness and 
resilience across Europe. (Commission, Euractiv, EEB, ECOS) 

 How much economic value is lost by not opting for circularity? It has been calculated for 
Sweden. (Circle Economy) 

 Are European fashion brands really as green as they say? (DW) 

 120 pigs per car: oil lobby’s EU biofuels loophole could see unsustainable demand for animal 
fats and used cooking oil. (Transport & Environment) 

 Better air quality monitoring needed due to increasing air pollution from ports and airports. 
(EEA) 

 Toy safety: Parliament approves new rules to improve the protection of children's health. 
(EP) 

 How industry players are trying to dismantle EU water protection measures - new report. 
(WWF, EEB) 

 The European Commission is updating its framework for digital competences, DigComp. 
(Commission) 

 The return of the industrial age: is Europe ready? (Grégoire Roos) 

 Europe must 'step up its game' on China, says EU industry chief. (Euractiv) 

 The industrial crisis in Europe: invest now or accept decline. (Judith Kirton-Darling and 
Isabelle Barthès) 

 Environmental outlook for the triple planetary crisis. Interests, evolution and policy linkage. 
A study. (OECD) 

 EU supply chains in the era of trade fragmentation: consequences, policy and current 
debate. A briefing. 

 What next for EU trade policy? (Euractiv, Politico) 

 EPP Mercosur fast-track bid collapses at plenary. (Euractiv, Politico) 

 The EU–Mercosur agreements: are they actually treaty-compatible? (Audrey Changoe and 
Nicolas de Sadeleer) 

 Depoliticisation of the just transition? A discursive analysis of the debates in the European 
Parliament on the just transition mechanism. An article. 

 Dismantling environmental democracy: the European Commission's roadmap. (Emily Barritt 
and Päivi Leino-Sandberg) 

 EU Ombudsman says Commission guilty of maladministration in opening up climate 
legislation. (Euronews, ECCJ, BirdLife, ClientEarth) 

 Commission postpones potentially explosive package of measures to deregulate 
environmental policy. (Illuminem) 

 MEPs approve EU budget for 2026: focus on competitiveness, research and security. (EP) 

 The debate on the EU's multiannual budget continues. (Euractiv, Nadejda Dermendjieva and 
Dobromira Terpesheva) 

 Promoting the green and digital transition despite budgetary constraints. (Philipp 
Heimberger) 

 Sustainable finance in the EU – a competitive advantage for a resilient Europe. (Eurosif) 

 Scrapping financial safeguards will inflate bills for ordinary people. (Finance Watch) 

 Finance ministers can learn from central banks' climate scenarios, says former head of the 
BIS. (Green Central Banking) 

 Climate change indicators: November 2025. (ECB) 

 Global risk of shocks is unprecedentedly high, warns ECB. (Green Central Banking) 

 How the ECB can stay in a ‘good place’. A study. 

 Green euro on the rise: positioning the euro as the world's green currency. (HBS) 

 G20 must support de-dollarisation of global economy, say experts. (Green Central Banking) 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2819
https://www.euractiv.com/news/straw-houses-and-no-cow-cheddar-brussels-eyes-a-bio-based-future/
https://eeb.org/commissions-bioeconomy-strategy-falls-short-of-curbing-europes-resource-crisis/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/eu-bioeconomy-strategy-hides-old-mistakes-in-new-branding/
https://dashboard.circularity-gap.world/report/sweden-value-gap/executive-summary
https://www.dw.com/en/fashion-brands-sustainability-commitments/a-74716981
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/120-pigs-per-car-oil-lobbys-eu-biofuels-loophole-could-see-unsustainable-demand-for-animal-fats-and-used-cooking-oil
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/better-air-quality-monitoring-needed-amid-rising-air-pollution-from-ports-and-airports
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251120IPR31494/toy-safety-parliament-adopts-new-rules-to-enhance-child-health-protection
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20188916/How-industry-actors-are-attempting-to-remove-EU-water-protections---new-report
https://eeb.org/library/industrys-role-in-water-resilience-how-some-lead-and-others-wreck/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/european-commission-updates-its-digital-competence-framework-digcomp-2025-11-27_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/11/industrial-age-returns-europe-ready
https://www.euractiv.com/news/europe-must-step-up-its-game-on-china-says-eu-industry-chief/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-industrial-crisis-invest-now-or-accept-decline
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-industrial-crisis-invest-now-or-accept-decline
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/environmental-outlook-on-the-triple-planetary-crisis_257ffbb6-en.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779227
https://www.euractiv.com/news/washington-says-eu-must-slash-levies-on-us-exports-before-getting-tariff-relief/
https://www.politico.eu/article/top-eu-official-teresa-ribera-accuses-us-of-blackmail-in-trade-talks/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/epp-mercosur-fast-track-bid-collapses-at-plenary/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-perilous-path-mercosur-trade-deal/
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ar94e071a3
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ar94e071a3
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/14/12/685
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar6e829206
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar6e829206
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/11/27/eu-ombudsman-says-commission-guilty-of-maladministration-in-opening-up-climate-laws
https://corporatejustice.org/news/joint-press-release-eu-watchdog-slams-commissions-undemocratic-environmental-rollbacks/
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/11/27/eu-watchdog-slams-commissions-undemocratic-environmental-rollbacks/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/eu-watchdog-slams-commissions-undemocratic-environmental-rollbacks/
https://illuminem.com/illuminemvoices/brussels-delays-potentially-explosive-environmental-deregulation-package
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251120IPR31500/meps-adopt-2026-eu-budget-focus-on-competitiveness-research-and-security
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-ready-to-agree-to-von-der-leyens-budget-merger-of-farm-regional-funds/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar1eecc29a
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar1eecc29a
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-advancing-the-green-and-digital-transition-despite-budget-constraints/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-advancing-the-green-and-digital-transition-despite-budget-constraints/
https://www.eurosif.org/news/eu-sustainable-finance-a-competitive-advantage-for-a-resilient-europe/
https://www.finance-watch.org/blog/scrapping-financial-safeguards-will-inflate-bills-for-ordinary-people/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/11/25/finance-ministers-can-learn-from-central-bank-climate-scenarios/
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/stats/cci/html/ecb.cci251127.en.html
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/11/26/global-risk-of-shocks-is-unprecedentedly-high-warns-ecb/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_IDA(2025)773720
https://eu.boell.org/en/global-euro-rising
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/11/24/g20-should-support-de-dollarisation-of-global-economy-say-experts/


 The US versus the eurozone: can the ECB survive the challenge to central bank 
independence? (Positive Money) 

 Bankers' pay is not sufficiently linked to green performance. (Finance Watch) 

 EU legislation on deforestation: Parliament supports simplification measures. (Euractiv, 
Politico, EP, Euractiv, WWF, Greenpeace) 

 Commission plans unlimited approval for most pesticides. (Euractiv) 

 Revealed: €1.5 billion EU promotion programme to support “sustainable” meat and dairy. 
(Laura Villadiego) 

 Over 130 groups call on EU to scrap green hydrogen import targets. (CEO) 
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

 2025-12-02 | Can industrial decline be reversed by accelerating electrification?  

 2025-12-02 | From the Ground Up: Joining forces to finance the homes we need  

 2025-12-02 | Planetaire grenzen en complexe risico’s – ontwikkelen van interdisciplinaire 
perspectieven – Limites planétaires et risques complexes, développer des perspectives 
interdisciplinaires 

 2025-12-02 | Meet the Future of AI: Support for the European Democracy Shield: policy, 
practice and partnerships  

 2025-12-02 | From the Ground Up: Joining Forces to Finance the Homes We Need 

 2025-12-03 | Hybrid | Launching an EU framework for permanent carbon removals financing  

 2025-12-04 | Webinar | Global Mutirão vs. Geopolitical Crisis? Expert thoughts on COP30  

 2025-12-08 – 2025-12-10 | EU Climate and Energy Policy in a Polarising World  

 2025-12-09 | Transport Policy Conference. How can we accelerate the decarbonisation of 
the transport sector?  

 2025-12-11 – 2025-12-12 | OSH in the age of artificial intelligence    

 2025-13-10 | Trust or Bust: will Net-Zero Industries Thrive in Europe?   

 2025-12-17 | Planetary boundaries, an invitation to innovate our way of thinking  

 2026-02-10 – 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work 
organisation and possible regulatory responses  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

 2025-12-03 | Environmental omnibus | Economic Security Package - European Economic 
Security Doctrine - ResourceEU | EU market integration and efficient supervision | Quality 
Jobs Roadmap | EU Agenda for Cities  

 2025-12-10 | European Grids package | Clean Industrial Deal implementation package - 
Industrial Accelerator Act - Strengthening CBAM - Temporary support mechanism | 
Automotive package - Revision of the CO2 standards for cars and vans - Battery Booster 
Strategy - Automotive Omnibus - Greening corporate fleet  

 2025-12-16 | Housing package - European Affordable Housing Plan - Review of the State aid 
rules on the Services of General Economic Interest - New European Bauhaus (incl. proposal 
for a Council Recommendation on the New European Bauhaus) - Strategy for housing 
construction  

https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/the-us-vs-the-eurozone-can-the-ecb-survive-the-challenge-to-central-banks-indepen/
https://www.finance-watch.org/press/bankers-pay-is-not-properly-linked-to-green-performance/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/epp-drives-parliament-to-stop-the-clock-on-deforestation-rules/
https://www.politico.eu/article/epp-far-right-centrist-allies-socialists-democrats-renew-europe/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251120IPR31498/eu-deforestation-law-parliament-supports-simplification-measures
https://www.euractiv.com/news/far-right-bloc-in-eu-parliament-moves-to-delay-review-anti-deforestation-rules/
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