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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• Reactions to the COP30 climate conference. Earth4All, EUI, SEI, European Youth Forum, 
Illuminem, CarbonBrief, Guillaume Pottier, The Guardian, WGBC, WEF, ETUC, Climate Home 
News, CarbonBrief. 

• ‘If we wait, it will be too late’: why 500 scientists support this urgent climate declaration. 
(Euronews, The Dartington Declaration) 

• There is no green backlash, stresses EU climate chief. (Politico) 

• How the UN's language on climate change risks is “undermining” public trust in science. 
(Euronews)  

• Scientists say the hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica has shrunk to its smallest size since 
2019. (The Guardian) 

• Global warming and other human activities are making floods in Asia increasingly deadly. 
(Ajit Niranjan) 

• Asia-Pacific faces “£500 billion a year” in damage from rising sea levels if current policies 
continue. (CarbonBrief) 

• Revealed: Europe’s water reserves drying up due to climate breakdown. (The Guardian) 

• Why CO2 emissions from fires are significantly higher than thought. (Guido van der Werf) 

• Air quality is improving, but just over 180,000 deaths are still attributable to air pollution in 
the EU. (EEA, Euronews) 

• From extreme heat to poor mental health: how climate change is damaging the workplace. 
(Euronews) 

• With the “Grids Package”, the Commission aims to establish a truly European energy 
infrastructure. (IDDRI) 

• Higher costs and red tape are killing Europe's renewable energy boom. (Aurélie Maréchal, 
Olof van der Gaag and Phil Cole) 

• Non-renewable natural capital and the social cost of carbon in wealth accounting. (Rintaro 
Yamaguchi, Matthew Agarwala and Giles Atkinson) 

• Delaying EU’s new carbon price will cost Denmark’s budget €500 million. (Politico) 

• Europe's hydrogen dream has swallowed €20bn with little to show for it. (Euractiv) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://earth4all.life/views/what-cop30-really-reveals/
https://www.eui.eu/news-hub?id=what-did-cop30-really-deliver
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/connecting-climate-actions-with-peoples-lives/
https://www.youthforum.org/news/cop30-recap
https://illuminem.com/illuminemvoices/what-cop30-actually-delivered-and-does-it-even-matter
https://www.carbonbrief.org/revealed-leak-casts-doubt-on-cop30s-informal-list-of-fossil-fuel-roadmap-opponents/
https://www.i4ce.org/en/cop30-missed-turn-implementation-coalitions-moving-ahead-anyway-climate/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/03/marina-silva-on-what-needs-to-follow-cop30-brazil-belem
https://worldgbc.org/article/cop30-post-cgamboa/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/12/what-happened-cop30-whats-next/
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/delivering-cop30-commitments-case-european-just-transition-directive
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/04/why-the-icjs-advisory-opinion-on-climate-change-took-a-backseat-at-cop30/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/04/why-the-icjs-advisory-opinion-on-climate-change-took-a-backseat-at-cop30/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-why-cop30s-tripling-adaptation-finance-target-is-less-ambitious-than-it-seems/
file:///C:/Users/JanMertensFRDO-CFDD/FRDO-CFDD%20Dropbox/CFDD/Publicaties%20-%20publications/European%20Green%20Deal%20Briefing/Briefings/%22Als%20we%20wachten,%20is%20het%20te%20laat%22:%20waarom%20500%20wetenschappers%20deze%20dringende%20klimaatverklaring%20steunen
https://global-tipping-points.org/the-dartington-declaration/
https://www.politico.eu/article/what-green-backlash-says-eu-climate-chief/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/28/how-the-uns-language-around-climate-change-risks-is-eroding-public-trust-in-science
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/01/hole-in-ozone-layer-antarctica-smallest-since-2019-scientists-copernicus-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/02/global-heating-and-other-human-activity-are-making-asias-floods-more-lethal
https://www.carbonbrief.org/asia-pacific-faces-500bn-a-year-hit-from-rising-seas-if-current-policies-continue/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/29/climate-crisis-depleting-europe-groundwater-reserves-analysis
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-why-carbon-emissions-from-fires-are-significantly-higher-than-thought/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/air-quality-improving-but-just-over-180-000-deaths-still-attributable-to-air-pollution-in-eu
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/01/air-pollution-linked-to-over-180000-deaths-in-the-eu-which-country-was-hit-the-hardest
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/05/from-extreme-heat-to-poor-mental-health-how-climate-change-is-harming-the-workplace
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/grids-package-commission-bids-truly-european-power-infrastructure
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/higher-costs-and-red-tape-are-killing-europe-s-renewable-energy-boom/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/higher-costs-and-red-tape-are-killing-europe-s-renewable-energy-boom/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/non-renewable-natural-capital-and-the-social-cost-of-carbon-in-wealth-accounting/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/non-renewable-natural-capital-and-the-social-cost-of-carbon-in-wealth-accounting/
https://www.politico.eu/article/delaying-eus-new-carbon-price-will-cost-denmarks-budget-e500-million/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/europes-hydrogen-dream-has-swallowed-e20bn-with-little-to-show-for-it/


• New research shows that carbon capture and storage (CCS) has received €17.3 billion in 
public subsidies from the EU, its Member States and Norway. (CEO) 

• European crisis over toxic landfills exposed in groundbreaking mapping project. (Investigate 
Europe, EUobserver, The Guardian) 

• EU refuses to review “strategic” mineral projects for energy transition. (Climate Home News) 

• How Europe should finance transition mineral projects effectively and responsibly. 
(Transport & Environment) 

• Commission approves RESourceEU to secure raw materials, reduce dependency and boost 
competitiveness. (Politico, Euractiv, Commission, The Guardian, EEB) 

• Commission announces strategic approach to strengthen Europe's economic security. (EPC, 
Bruegel,Euractiv, Euractiv, Commission) 

• US and EU project on critical minerals could displace thousands in the DRC, report says. (The 
Guardian, Global Witness) 

• Global race to secure critical minerals for weapons threatens the climate, report warns. (The 
Guardian) 

• Proposal for global minerals deal meets opposition as China looks away. (Climate Home 
News) 

• Reuse and return systems could help eliminate plastic pollution within 15 years, according to 
a report. (The Guardian, Pew) 

• Employment in the circular economy. (Circle Economy) 

• ‘The Chinese won't pause’: Volvo and Polestar bosses urge the EU to stick to its 2035 ban on 
petrol cars. (The Guardian) 

• Veteran EPP lawmaker says carmakers to blame for their predicament. (Euractiv) 

• Relaxing EU CO2 emission standards will not save the EU car industry or help consumers. 
(Clara Calipel) 

• How corporate fleets can boost demand for Made-in-EU EVs. (Transport & Environment) 

• Europe's final charge? Next week is D-Day for future of EU-made electric cars. (Dominic 
Phinn) 

• Member States seize last chance to agree on clean lorries. (Transport & Environment, 
Council) 

• European Commission’s reckless move risks derailing water protections. (EEB, WWF) 

• The algorithmic workplace: how platformisation is reshaping work in Europe. (Ignacio 
Gonzalez-Vazquez et al.) 

• ‘Pure regulatory chaos’: Move to help Europe win artificial intelligence race misfires. 
(Politico) 

• How AI is shaping the EU's electricity grids: the impact of the AI Act. A study. 

• The digital omnibus: deregulation disguised as innovation. (Aida Ponce Del Castillo) 

• Strengthening EU climate leadership for greater security, competitiveness and prosperity. 
(IEEP) 

• The road to innovation: an economic complexity analysis of technological prospects in the 
EU. (JRC) 

• What next for EU trade policy? Euractiv, Council, Politico. 

• Parliament divided on safeguards for Mercosur agreement. (Euractiv) 

• Council and Parliament reach agreement on tightening rules on trade preferences for 
developing countries. (Council, EP) 

• Ten years of climate litigation: how legal battles hold governments and polluters 
accountable. (Euronews, Climate Litigation Network) 

• Nature has rights, declares one of the world's highest courts. It is time to defend them. 
(CIEL) 

https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2025/12/big-polluters-have-captured-eu17-billion-public-subsidies-failed-carbon-capture-technology
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/posts/europes-toxic-landfill-crisis-exposed-in-groundbreaking-mapping-project
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/posts/europes-toxic-landfill-crisis-exposed-in-groundbreaking-mapping-project
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar2a63dd82
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/02/uk-europe-hidden-landfill-leaking-toxic-waste-water-supplies
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/11/28/eu-refuses-to-review-strategic-mineral-projects-for-energy-transition/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/missing-in-action-europes-mineral-finance-approach
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-commission-must-reform-water-laws-boost-mining-says-environment-chief/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-should-fire-trade-bazooka-if-china-de-risking-fails-says-industry-chief/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2891
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/03/eu-strategy-raw-materials-rare-earths-supply-chain-resourceeu
https://eeb.org/en/resourceeu/
https://www.epc.eu/publication/from-firefighting-to-strategy-the-eus-economic-security-doctrine/
https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/strategy-doctrine-next-steps-european-economic-security
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-could-force-companies-to-diversify-supply-chains-sejourne-says/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-rehashes-economic-doctrine-and-resources-plans-to-counter-china-threat/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2889
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/04/us-eu-critical-minerals-project-drc-report-lobito-corridor
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/04/us-eu-critical-minerals-project-drc-report-lobito-corridor
https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/thousands-could-be-displaced-in-drc-by-eu-backed-lobito-corridor-railway/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/04/critical-minerals-military-us-pentagon-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/04/critical-minerals-military-us-pentagon-climate-crisis
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/04/proposal-for-global-minerals-deal-meets-opposition-as-china-looks-away/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/04/proposal-for-global-minerals-deal-meets-opposition-as-china-looks-away/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/03/reuse-and-return-schemes-could-help-eliminate-plastic-waste-in-15-years-report
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2025/12/breaking-the-plastic-wave-2025
https://www.circle-economy.com/resources/employment-in-the-circular-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/dec/02/china-volvo-polestar-eu-2035-petrol-car-sweden-germany
https://www.euractiv.com/news/veteran-epp-lawmaker-says-carmakers-to-blame-for-their-predicament/
https://www.i4ce.org/en/relaxing-eu-standards-co2-emissions-wont-save-eu-automotive-industry-help-consumers-climate/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/how-corporate-fleets-can-boost-demand-for-made-in-eu-evs
https://euobserver.com/green-economy/ar8d6c544e
https://euobserver.com/green-economy/ar8d6c544e
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/member-states-seize-last-chance-to-unlock-clean-truck-deal
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/04/eu-deforestation-law-council-and-parliament-reach-a-deal-on-targeted-revision/
https://eeb.org/en/reckless-move-risks-derailing-water-protections/
https://eeb.org/en/reckless-move-risks-derailing-water-protections/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-algorithmic-workplace-how-platformisation-is-reshaping-work-in-europe
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-algorithmic-workplace-how-platformisation-is-reshaping-work-in-europe
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ai-race-tech-legal-mess-build-legislators/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144576
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-digital-omnibus-deregulation-dressed-as-innovation
https://ieep.eu/publications/reinforcing-eu-climate-leadership-for-improved-security-competitiveness-and-prosperity/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144431
https://www.euractiv.com/news/compromise-on-rice-imports-paves-way-for-eu-trade-preferences-overhaul/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/11/28/eu-us-trade-relations-council-moves-forward-in-implementing-the-tariff-elements-of-the-joint-statement/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/02/pharma-lobbyists-to-eu-cut-deals-with-trump-00673564
https://www.euractiv.com/news/parliament-split-over-safeguards-for-mercosur-deal/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/01/trade-council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-to-reinforce-rules-on-trade-preferences-to-developing-countries/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251201IPR31695/landmark-deal-to-renew-prime-eu-trade-instrument-for-development
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/03/a-decade-of-climate-court-cases-how-legal-battles-are-holding-governments-and-polluters-ac
https://climatelitigationnetwork.org/tenyearsclimatelitigation/
https://www.ciel.org/nature-has-rights-declares-inter-american-court/


• Right-wing groups likely to overrule objection to easing sustainable investment rules. 
(Euractiv, SOMO) 

• Financing resilience: reflection group presents final report on mobilising finance to help the 
EU prepare for climate risks. (Commission) 

• SFDR 2: paving the way for a credible and coherent financial market in the EU. (Reclaim 
Finance) 

• Why the ECB cannot ignore the biggest cause of instability – climate change. (Positive 
Money) 

• Green refinancing operations: helping the ECB keep prices stable. (WWF) 

• Unlocking finance for the circular economy: from vision to action. (UNEPFI) 

• Making national strategies in the EU investable. (E3G) 

• Green versus conventional corporate debt: financing choices and climate outcomes. (Juan J. 
Cortina Claudio Raddatz Sergio L. Schmukler Tomás Williams) 

• French youth demand fossil-free pensions to secure their future. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Europe must defend its anti-deforestation legislation – for forests, businesses and its 
reputation. (Stientje van Veldhoven and María Mendiluce) 

• Deforestation law: agreement to delay and simplify measures. (Euractiv, EP, Council, 
Commission) 

• African forests are changing from carbon sinks to carbon sources, research shows. (The 
Guardian)  

• A just transition for land. (Andrea Meza Murillo and Bradley Hiller) 

• High concentrations of “forever chemicals” (PFAS) found in cereal products across Europe – 
research. (The Guardian, PAN Europe) 

• Assessment of the green competitiveness of agriculture in the European Union. An article.  
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2025-12-08 – 2025-12-10 | EU Climate and Energy Policy in a Polarising World  

• 2025-12-09 | Transport Policy Conference. How can we accelerate the decarbonisation of 
the transport sector?  

• 2025-12-11 – 2025-12-12 | OSH in the age of artificial intelligence    

• 2025-13-10 | Trust or Bust: will Net-Zero Industries Thrive in Europe?   

• 2025-12-17 | Planetary boundaries, an invitation to innovate our way of thinking  

• 2026-02-06 | Adaptation makes cents – Adaptation makes cents  

• 2026-02-10 – 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work 
organisation and possible regulatory responses  

• 2026-02-24 | Just transitions at a crossroad: work, welfare and climate policies in Europe  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2025-12-10 | Environmental Omnibus | European Grids package | Clean Industrial Deal 
implementation package - Industrial Accelerator Act - Strengthening CBAM - Temporary 
support mechanism | Automotive package - Revision of the CO2 standards for cars and vans - 
Battery Booster Strategy - Automotive Omnibus - Greening corporate fleet  

https://www.euractiv.com/news/right-wing-groups-likely-to-overrule-objection-to-easing-sustainable-investment-rules/
https://www.somo.nl/the-secretive-cabal-of-us-polluters-that-is-rewriting-the-eus-human-rights-and-climate-law/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-other-reads/news/financing-resilience-reflection-group-presents-final-report-mobilising-financing-help-eu-prepare-2025-12-02_en
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/02/sfdr-2-paving-the-way-for-a-credible-and-coherent-eu-financial-market/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/02/sfdr-2-paving-the-way-for-a-credible-and-coherent-eu-financial-market/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/why-the-ecb-cannot-ignore-the-biggest-driver-of-instability-climate-change/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/why-the-ecb-cannot-ignore-the-biggest-driver-of-instability-climate-change/
https://www.wwf.eu/?20274891/Green-refinancing-operations-study
https://www.unepfi.org/publications/unlocking-circular-economy-financing-from-vision-to-action/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/making-national-strategies-in-the-eu-investable/
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/green-versus-conventional-corporate-debt-financing-choices-and-climate-outcomes
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/green-versus-conventional-corporate-debt-financing-choices-and-climate-outcomes
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/01/french-young-people-demand-fossil-free-pensions-to-protect-their-future/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/01/europe-must-defend-its-deforestation-law-for-forests-business-and-its-reputation/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/what-to-expect-in-the-end-game-of-eu-deforestation-talks/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251201IPR31711/deforestation-law-deal-with-council-to-postpone-and-simplify-measures
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/04/eu-deforestation-law-council-and-parliament-reach-a-deal-on-targeted-revision/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2939
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/28/africa-forests-transformed-carbon-sink-carbon-source-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/28/africa-forests-transformed-carbon-sink-carbon-source-study
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/unccd-mobilize-financing-for-just-land-transition-by-andrea-meza-murillo-and-bradley-hiller-2025-12
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/04/high-levels-of-forever-chemical-found-in-cereal-products-across-europe-study
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2025/12/high-levels-forever-chemical-tfa-everyday-cereal-products-all-across-europe
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12302-025-01211-9
https://www.ecologic.eu/20226
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference
https://www.etui.org/events/osh-age-artificial-intelligence
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/media-partnership-trust-or-bust-will-net-zero-industries-thrive-in-europe
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20251217-living-within-limits-from-science-to-change-conference-on-planetary-boundaries-in-belgium/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-financiering-voor-een-klimaatbestendige-toekomst/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-comment-financer-ladaptation-au-changement-climatique/
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/just-transitions-crossroad-work-welfare-and-climate-policies-europe


• 2025-12-16 | Housing package - European Affordable Housing Plan - Review of the State aid 
rules on the Services of General Economic Interest - New European Bauhaus (incl. proposal 
for a Council Recommendation on the New European Bauhaus) - Strategy for housing 
construction  

• 2026-01-14 | Cybersecurity Act 

• 2026-01-20 | Digital Networks Act  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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