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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• 2025 ‘virtually certain’ to be second- or third-hottest year on record, EU data shows. (The 
Guardian, Copernicus, Euronews, CarbonBrief, Copernicus) 

• Europe’s fire season is expanding, new JRC report shows. (JRC) 

• ‘Not normal’: Climate crisis supercharged deadly monsoon floods in Asia. (The Guardian) 

• Reactions to COP30. (Just Transition Finance Lab, Attila Kulcsár, E3G, CEO, EPC) 

• Climate target for 2040: agreement on a 90% emission reduction in EU climate legislation. 
(EP, Commission, Council, EUobserver, Euronews, Carbon Market Watch) 

• The Paris Agreement, 10 years on. (EP Briefing, Climate Home News, Euractiv, SEI, Climate 
Analytics) 

• ‘Food and fossil fuel production causing $5bn of environmental damage an hour’. (The 
Guardian, UNEP, UN News, Euronews, PBS) 

• Environment ministers to meet on 16 December. (Council, EEB) 

• Challenging outlook for achieving the EU's long-term environmental and climate goals. (EEA, 
Euractiv) 

• Briefing: Understanding the global landscape of climate disinformation and strengthening 
the EU's response. (New Climate Institute) 

• Commission proposes modernising the EU's energy infrastructure to reduce bills and 
increase independence (“Grids Package”). (Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, Commission, CAN 
Europe, WWF, EEB, EPSU) 

• The interconnection needs of the European electricity system. A study. (JRC)  

• A renewable energy-based energy system will save Europe €1.6 trillion. (WindEurope) 

• New report: EU meets 2025 solar energy target, but shrinking market jeopardises 2030 
target. (SolarPower Europe) 

• Resilience strategies – Ensuring renewable energy systems are ready to cope with extreme 
weather events. (IRENA) 

• The state of clean energy in 10 charts. (WRI) 

• Employment in the energy sector has risen sharply, but the growing shortage of skilled 
workers threatens future momentum. (IEA) 

• Opportunities for district heating in the changing energy landscape. (IEA) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/09/2025-virtually-certain-second-or-third-hottest-year-on-record-eu-data-coperincus
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/09/2025-virtually-certain-second-or-third-hottest-year-on-record-eu-data-coperincus
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-2025-course-be-joint-second-warmest-year-november-third-warmest-record
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/09/temperature-average-for-2023-2025-on-track-to-exceed-15c-for-first-time-copernicus-data-re
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-what-are-the-causes-of-recent-record-high-global-temperatures/
https://climate.copernicus.eu/2025-track-be-joint-second-warmest-year
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/europes-fire-season-expanding-new-jrc-report-shows-2025-12-05_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/11/climate-crisis-made-monsoon-floods-asia-worse-study
https://justtransitionfinance.org/commentary/cop30s-hidden-victory-for-us-all/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/10/how-belem-built-a-new-just-transition-mechanism/
https://www.e3g.org/news/how-a-roadmap-can-build-on-the-cop30-fossil-fuel-transition-momentum/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2025/12/climate-needs-fair-fast-and-funded-fossil-fuel-phase-out-so-why-did-eu-governments-roll-out
https://www.epc.eu/publication/cop30-and-the-eu-a-call-for-realism/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251208IPR32091/2040-climate-target-deal-on-a-90-emissions-reduction-in-eu-climate-law
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2967
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/10/2040-climate-target-council-and-parliament-agree-on-a-90-emissions-reduction/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar64b15cb7
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/12/10/carbon-tax-on-buildings-and-transport-delayed-to-2028-under-eu-climate-deal
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/12/10/eus-2040-climate-target-deal-papers-over-massive-emissions-loopholes/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779255
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/11/health-check-10-years-of-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/paris-agreement-turns-10-move-over-greta-china-now-calls-the-shots/
https://www.sei.org/collections/the-paris-agreement-10-years-later/
https://climateanalytics.org/comment/the-paris-agreement-is-working-ten-years-later-the-world-needs-to-finish-the-job
https://climateanalytics.org/comment/the-paris-agreement-is-working-ten-years-later-the-world-needs-to-finish-the-job
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/09/food-fossil-fuel-production-5bn-environmental-damage-an-hour-un-geo-report-
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/09/food-fossil-fuel-production-5bn-environmental-damage-an-hour-un-geo-report-
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-report-investing-planetary-health-would-deliver-higher-gdp-fewer
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166553
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/10/a-planet-in-peril-un-calls-for-global-climate-investment-to-unlock-17-trillion-benefit-by-
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/un-says-world-must-jointly-tackle-issues-of-climate-change-pollution-biodiversity-and-land-loss
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2025/12/16/
https://eeb.org/en/library/eebs-input-to-the-eu-environment-council-meeting-16-12-2025-brussels/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/challenging-outlook-for-meeting-the-eus-long-term-environment-and-climate-objectives
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-drifts-further-away-from-2030-environmental-goals/
https://newclimate.org/resources/publications/briefing-understanding-the-global-climate-disinformation-landscape-and
https://www.euractiv.com/news/how-brussels-hopes-to-fast-track-eight-urgent-energy-projects/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-pitches-north-star-for-eu-power-grid-planning-to-rein-in-electricity-prices/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-electricity-grid-reform-procedures-environment-politics/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2945
https://caneurope.org/european-grids-package-analysis/
https://caneurope.org/european-grids-package-analysis/
https://www.wwf.eu/?20369891/Green-protection-gutted-European-commission-jeopardises-nature-and-health-safeguards
https://eeb.org/en/green-protection-gutted-eu-commission-jeopardises-nature-and-health-safeguards/
https://www.epsu.org/article/europe-s-grids-need-public-ownership-not-more-ppps
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC143965
https://windeurope.org/news/a-renewables-based-energy-system-will-save-europe-1-6-trillion/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/new-report-eu-hits-2025-solar-target-but-market-contraction-puts-2030-goal-at-risk
https://www.irena.org/News/expertinsights/2025/May/Strategies-for-Resilience-Ensuring-Renewable-Power-Systems-Readiness-to-Face-Extreme-Weather
https://www.wri.org/insights/state-clean-energy-charted?campaign=732872
https://www.iea.org/news/energy-employment-has-surged-but-growing-skills-shortages-threaten-future-momentum
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/opportunities-for-district-heating-in-the-changing-energy-landscape


• Rethinking materials, rethinking carbon: how the EU can build better to achieve climate 
neutrality. (CEPS) 

• Critical minerals and the clean energy transition: the role of innovation across the supply 
chain. (LSE) 

• ‘We need global binding rules for mineral extraction.’ (Beverly Besmanos and Nsama 
Chikwanka) 

• Recycling claims still a reality on plastic bottles – time for action. (BEUC) 

• From Nike to H&M: how the fashion industry's “big green plan” is worsening microplastic 
pollution. (Euronews) 

• Keep it in use: Retain resource value and unlock economic opportunities. (Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation) 

• Building the circular economy after global negotiations have stalled. (WEF) 

• Mitigating linear risks. A report. (Circle Economy) 

• Circular economy: agreement on new EU rules for the automotive sector. (EP, Council, EEB) 

• Technological neutrality is not the solution to the problems facing the automotive industry. 
(Lucien Mathieu) 

• Von der Leyen makes U-turn on ban on petrol and diesel cars in 2035, says EPP president. 
(Euractiv) 

• T&E, Greenpeace and more than ten other organisations call on the EU to enforce the law 
promoting alternatives to short-haul flights. (Transport & Environment) 

• Airline passengers are exposed to extremely high levels of ultrafine particle pollution, 
research shows. (The Guardian) 

• Consumer and environmental protection: Council adopts regulation on detergents and 
surfactants. (Council) 

• Excessive heat: how rising temperatures harm young children's development. (Euronews) 

• Will the EU stick to the agreed digital rules? (Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, EUobserver) 

• Designing artificial intelligence to be environmentally friendly. (Öko-Institut) 

• Cloud and AI development act. A briefing. 

• AI: Council adopts position on updated regulation to establish AI gigafactories. (Council) 

• EU launches investigation into Google's use of online content for AI models. (The Guardian, 
Politico) 

• The Commission is working on a number of proposals for the implementation of the 
Industrial Deal. (Politico, E3G) 

• Industrial Policy 2.0: The service sector path to shared prosperity. (Dani Rodrik)  

• The European cleantech industry between Trump's policies and Chinese pressure. (CER) 

• Factsheet – Trade in low-carbon steel, not emission allowances. (ECOS) 

• Financing and state aid for low-carbon steel. (Just Transition Finance Lab) 

• Employment and skills policies for the green transition. Overview of international good 
practices. A study. (OECD) 

• Smarter, simpler, more effective: options for improving EU policy for a clean transition. 
(EcoLogic) 

• Transition of the chemical sector in the EU: policy instruments to support viability and 
promote sustainable financing. (UNEPFI) 

• Strengthening EU economic security requires building long-term resilience to climate risks. 
(E3G) 

• Only 0.001% own three times as much wealth as the poorest half of humanity, report finds. 
(The Guardian) 

• MEPs tighten safeguards and deal blow to Mercosur supporters. (Euractiv, EP) 

https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/rethinking-materials-rethinking-carbon-how-the-eu-can-build-better-to-achieve-climate-neutrality/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/critical-minerals-and-the-clean-energy-transition-the-role-of-innovation-across-the-supply-chain/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/08/we-need-global-binding-rules-for-energy-transition-mineral-extraction/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/08/we-need-global-binding-rules-for-energy-transition-mineral-extraction/
https://www.beuc.eu/news/recycling-claims-still-reality-plastic-bottles-time-action
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/11/from-nike-to-hm-how-the-fashion-industrys-big-green-plan-is-worsening-microplastic-polluti
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/keep-it-in-use-retain-resource-value-and-unlock-economic-opportunities
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/keep-it-in-use-retain-resource-value-and-unlock-economic-opportunities
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/12/building-circular-economy-after-global-negotiations-stall/
https://www.circle-economy.com/resources/mitigating-linear-risks
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251209IPR32114/circular-economy-deal-on-new-eu-rules-for-the-automotive-sector
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/12/circular-economy-council-and-parliament-strike-deal-on-rules-for-vehicle-circularity-and-management-of-end-of-life-vehicles/
https://eeb.org/en/eus-new-vehicle-regulation-misses-the-turn-toward-a-circular-automotive-sector/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/technology-neutrality-is-not-the-solution-to-the-car-industrys-issues
https://www.euractiv.com/news/von-der-leyen-u-turns-on-2035-petrol-and-diesel-car-ban-epp-chief-says/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/t-e-greenpeace-and-10-organisations-call-on-the-eu-to-maintain-the-law-promoting-alternatives-to-short-haul-flights
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/12/air-passengers-extremely-high-levels-ultrafine-particle-pollution-study
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/08/consumer-and-environmental-protection-council-approves-the-detergents-and-surfactants-regulation/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/09/excessive-heat-warning-how-rising-temperatures-are-harming-young-childrens-developm
https://www.politico.eu/article/keep-hitting-us-big-tech-fines-europe-greens-tell-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-unites-against-jd-vances-attacks-on-eu-digital-rules/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-denies-it-has-fined-elon-musk-for-violating-digital-rules/
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ar2b592e77
https://www.oeko.de/en/news/press-releases/designing-artificial-intelligence-to-be-environmentally-friendly/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779251
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/09/ai-council-adopts-position-on-the-updated-regulation-to-create-ai-gigafactories/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/dec/09/eu-investigation-google-ai-models-gemini
https://www.politico.eu/article/commission-opens-antitrust-probe-into-google-ai/
https://www.politico.eu/article/backlash-builds-against-commissions-buy-european-push/
https://www.e3g.org/news/the-eu-s-clean-industrial-deal-what-s-needed-in-the-december-proposals-to-take-it-from-vision-to-delivery/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/industrial-policy-2-0-the-service-sector-path-to-shared-prosperity
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2025/between-rock-and-hard-place-europes-clean-tech-industry
https://ecostandard.org/publications/factsheet-trade-low-carbon-steel-not-credits/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/publication/finance-and-state-support-for-low-carbon-steel/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/employment-and-skills-policies-for-the-green-transition_f0c558fa-en.html
https://www.ecologic.eu/20251
https://www.unepfi.org/publications/transitioning-the-eu-chemical-sector/
https://www.e3g.org/news/strengthening-eu-economic-security-requires-building-long-term-resilience-to-climate-risks/
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2025/dec/10/just-0001-hold-three-times-the-wealth-of-poorest-half-of-humanity-report-finds
https://www.euractiv.com/news/meps-toughen-safeguards-dealing-a-blow-to-mercosur-backers/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251208IPR32082/mercosur-meps-endorse-rules-to-protect-eu-agriculture


• EU reaches agreement to weaken sustainability rules for companies. (Euractiv, Politico, 
Euractiv, EP, Commission, Council, Reuters, DW, Climate Home News, Reuters, 
PensionsEurope) 

• The European Commission has proposed a package of measures to simplify environmental 
legislation on industrial emissions, the circular economy, environmental assessments and 
geospatial data (‘environmental omnibus’). (Euractiv, Commission, WWF, The Guardian, EEB, 
EEB) 

• Mainstreaming climate and biodiversity in the EU budget: State of play in 2024. A study. 

• The new fiscal framework in practice: a comparative overview of 6 cases. A study. 

• Rich EU countries keep 'unjustified' paybacks on the table for next budget. (Euractiv) 

• Impact of the proposals for the MFF 2028-2034 on the climate and the environment – 
Overview of the Commission's proposals. A study. 

• EU becomes major issuer of green bonds. (Commission) 

• Financial law as indirect climate law. (EUI) 

• Asset managers derail on climate. (Reclaim Finance) 

• How the Banque de France measures physical climate risks. (Green Central Banking) 

• Pension funds fail to stop asset managers backing fossil fuel expansion. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Is the ECB stalling the energy transition?  (Sustainable Finance Lab, Sustainable Finance Lab) 

• Nowhere to move: How climate change became the property market’s biggest nightmare. 
(Euronews) 

• The Climate-Biodiversity-Pollution Nexus: The pricing of environmental credit risks for 
European industrial polluters. (JRC) 

• Pathways to financing biodiversity. (Sustainable Finance Lab) 

• ECB and EU central banks lead on climate, but action on nature risks is missing. (WWF) 

• Is the global biodiversity agenda at a dead end? (IDDRI) 

• Caribbean reefs have lost 48% of their hard coral since 1980, research shows. (The Guardian) 

• Experts expose critical gap in global agenda for sustainable development. (SEI) 

• Synthetic chemicals in the food system cause $2.2 trillion in health costs annually, report 
finds. (The Guardian) 

• Parliament, Council hit standstill on ‘veggie burger’ ban. (Euractiv) 

• Regulation on the common agricultural policy for the period 2028 to 2034. A briefing. 

• Incentivizing farm-level climate action through rewarding mechanisms. (EcoLogic) 
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2025-12-17 | Planetary boundaries, an invitation to innovate our way of thinking  

• 2025-12-18 | Online | Lessons from ETS1 to ETS2 – Insights for Fair and Effective Climate 
Investments        

• 2026-02-06 | Adaptation makes cents – Adaptation makes cents  

• 2026-02-10 – 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work 
organisation and possible regulatory responses  

• 2026-02-24 | Just transitions at a crossroad: work, welfare and climate policies in Europe  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

https://www.euractiv.com/news/final-negotiation-on-corporate-sustainability-rules-will-test-right-wing-coalition/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-strikes-deal-green-rules-cut-major-ursula-von-der-leyen-deregulation-drive/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-strikes-deal-to-scale-back-corporate-sustainability-rules/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251208IPR32080/deal-on-updated-sustainability-reporting-and-due-diligence-rules
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2981
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/09/council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-to-simplify-sustainability-reporting-and-due-diligence-requirements-and-boost-eu-competitiveness/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/eu-strikes-deal-further-weaken-corporate-sustainability-laws-2025-12-09/
https://www.dw.com/en/the-european-green-deal-is-facing-consistent-erosion-from-within/a-75105710
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/10/eu-weakening-of-corporate-sustainability-rules-jeopardises-climate-action-critics-say/
https://www.globalbankingandfinance.com/europe-regulations-sustainability-two/
https://pensionseurope.eu/press-release-press-release-pensionseurope-welcomes-omnibus-i-agreement-but-urges-protection-of-essential-sustainability-data/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-moves-to-ensure-environmental-concerns-cannot-delay-strategic-projects/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2997
https://www.wwf.eu/?20369891/Green-protection-gutted-European-commission-jeopardises-nature-and-health-safeguards
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/10/eu-proposes-exempting-ai-gigafactories-from-environmental-assessments
https://eeb.org/en/environmental-omnibus-eu-commission-weakens-another-set-of-laws-amid-maladministration-red-flags/
https://eeb.org/en/green-protection-gutted-eu-commission-jeopardises-nature-and-health-safeguards/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/BUDG_IDA(2025)781674
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_IDA(2025)779857
https://www.euractiv.com/news/rich-eu-countries-keep-unjustified-paybacks-on-the-table-for-next-budget/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_IDA(2025)780410
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2976
https://fbf.eui.eu/publication/financial-law-as-indirect-climate-law/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/09/asset-managers-off-the-rails-on-climate/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/08/how-banque-de-france-measures-physical-climate-risks/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/09/pension-funds-fail-to-stop-asset-managers-backing-fossil-fuel-expansion/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/is-the-ecb-stalling-the-energy-transition/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/media/is-the-european-central-banks-ecb-monetary-policy-helping-or-hindering-the-energy-transition/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/06/nowhere-to-move-how-climate-change-became-the-property-markets-biggest-nightmare
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142025
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/paper/new-sfl-policy-brief-pathways-to-biodiversity-finance/
https://www.wwf.eu/?20370841/ECB-and-EU-central-banks-lead-on-climate-but-action-on-nature-risks-is-missing
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/global-biodiversity-agenda-dead-end
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/09/caribbean-reefs-have-lost-48-of-hard-coral-since-1980-study-finds
https://www.sei.org/about-sei/press-room/critical-gap-global-sustainable-development-agenda/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/10/synthetic-chemicals-food-system-health-burden-report
https://www.euractiv.com/news/parliament-council-hit-standstill-on-veggie-burger-ban/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779241
https://www.ecologic.eu/20220
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20251217-living-within-limits-from-science-to-change-conference-on-planetary-boundaries-in-belgium/
https://www.oeko.de/en/events/lessons-from-ets1-to-ets2-insights-for-fair-and-effective-climate-investments/
https://www.oeko.de/en/events/lessons-from-ets1-to-ets2-insights-for-fair-and-effective-climate-investments/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-financiering-voor-een-klimaatbestendige-toekomst/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-comment-financer-ladaptation-au-changement-climatique/
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/just-transitions-crossroad-work-welfare-and-climate-policies-europe


Commission documents 

• 2025-12-16 | Health Package - Biotech Act I - Targeted simplification of the EU rules for 
medical devices and in vitro diagnostics - EU cardiovascular health plan - Food and feed 
simplification package | Housing package - European Affordable Housing Plan - Review of 
the State aid rules on the Services of General Economic Interest - New European Bauhaus 
(incl. proposal for a Council Recommendation on the New European Bauhaus) - Strategy for 
housing construction | Automotive package - Revision of the CO2 standards for cars and vans 
- Battery Booster Strategy - Automotive Omnibus - Greening corporate fleet | Clean 
Industrial Deal implementation package - Strengthening the Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM) - Temporary support mechanism 

• 2026-01-14 | Cybersecurity Act 

• 2026-01-20 | Digital Networks Act  

• 2026-01-28 | Industrial Accelerator Act  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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