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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• Where are we, 10 years after the Paris Agreement? (The Guardian, Rebecca Solnit, ECCO, 
i4ce) 

• This is another “ozone layer” moment. Now we urgently need to tackle methane. (Mia 
Mottley) 

• Hydrogen emissions significantly amplify the warming effect of methane. (CarbonBrief) 

• Safeguarding the integrity of the EU Methane Regulation – Don't weaken import rules. (CAN 
Europe) 

• The Arctic has had a record-breaking hot year, while climate scientists warn that “winter is 
being redefined”. (The Guardian) 

• The Earth's frozen regions are sending a clear warning about climate change, but politicians 
are ignoring it. (Chris Stokes, Florence Colleoni, James Kirkham) 

• A meeting of the European Council was held on 18 and 19 December. (Politico, Euractiv, 
Mikael Leyi, WWF, Euractiv) 

• Energy ministers met on 15 December. (Council, CAN Europe) 

• Commission's power grid power grab falls flat. (Euractiv) 

• European energy infrastructure planning is a good idea, if done right. (Bruegel)  

• The last remaining European players in the field of photovoltaic solar energy are joining 
forces against the threat from China. (Euractiv) 

• The European wind energy sector is moving forward – jobs, skills and opportunities for 2030. 
(WindEurope) 

• How the EU energy label can help consumers continue to save energy and money. (ECOS) 

• The moment of independence for Europe in 2026: the four tests that will determine it. (E3G) 

• 2026 will determine the future of the EU's climate and energy architecture. (CEW) 

• EU industry cools on carbon levy with freebie phase out on horizon. (Carbon Market Watch) 

• The Commission proposed a plan for affordable housing. (Politico, Brigitte Van Den Berg, 
Commission, EEB, CAN Europe) 

• Housing in the EU: by 2035, more than 2 million new homes will be needed annually to meet 
demand. (JRC) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/13/a-shift-no-country-can-ignore-where-global-emissions-stand-10-years-after-the-paris-climate-agreement
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/12/paris-climate-treaty-anniversary
https://eccoclimate.org/the-future-of-climate-depends-on-trade-policy/
https://www.i4ce.org/en/paris-10-france-europe-step-up-climate-protect-security-sovereignty-competitiveness-public-finances/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/16/ozone-layer-moment-methane-emissions-oil-gas-industry-climate-tipping-points
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/16/ozone-layer-moment-methane-emissions-oil-gas-industry-climate-tipping-points
https://www.carbonbrief.org/hydrogen-emissions-are-supercharging-the-warming-impact-of-methane/
https://caneurope.org/letter-safeguarding-the-integrity-of-the-eu-methane-regulation-do-not-weaken-import-rules/
https://caneurope.org/letter-safeguarding-the-integrity-of-the-eu-methane-regulation-do-not-weaken-import-rules/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/16/artic-record-heat-shrunken-sea-ice-report
https://theconversation.com/earths-frozen-regions-are-sending-a-clear-warning-about-climate-change-but-politicians-are-ignoring-it-270604
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2025/12/18-19/
https://www.politico.eu/article/7-things-watch-euco-biggest-pain-point-eu-leader-critical-ukraine-summit/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-summit-live-brussels-do-or-die-moment/
https://euobserver.com/stakeholders/ar9ffe273d
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20418816/Climate-and-nature-at-stake-when-EU-leaders-debate-next-EU-budget
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-summit-live-brussels-do-or-die-moment/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/tte/2025/12/15/
https://caneurope.org/eu-energy-policy-made-in-the-usa-since-2025-or-to-be-made-in-the-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-power-grid-power-grab-falls-flat/
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/europeanised-energy-infrastructure-planning-good-idea-if-done-right
https://www.euractiv.com/news/europes-last-remaining-solar-pv-players-join-forces-against-china-threat/
https://windeurope.org/news/europes-wind-energy-workforce-powers-ahead-jobs-skills-and-opportunities-for-2030/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/eu-energy-label/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/europe-s-2026-independence-moment-the-four-tests-that-will-define-it/
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/2026-set-shape-future-eus-climate-and-energy-architecture
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/12/12/climate-hypocrisy-eu-industry-cools-on-carbon-levy-with-freebie-phase-out-on-horizon/
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-housing-affordable-dan-jorgensen-construction-eu-commission/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/arbdf4ec02
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3048
https://eeb.org/en/eeb-welcomes-eu-affordable-housing-plan/
https://caneurope.org/eus-housing-plan/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/housing-eu-more-2-million-new-homes-year-needed-2035-meet-demand-2025-12-16_en?prefLang=nl


• Mapping housing needs in the EU, assessing the impact of scarcity and providing an 
overview of relevant EU legislation. A study. 

• Policy measures for socially just renovation of residential buildings. (BPIE) 

• The role of circularity in European strategic autonomy. (JRC) 

• Europe's raw materials strategy: ambition without safeguards is a risk we cannot afford. 
(Judith Kirton-Darling) 

• Outdated geological data limits Africa’s push to benefit from its mineral wealth. (Climate 
Home News) 

• Materials: is this the new frontier for international cooperation? (WEF) 

• Source code: a trade-related barrier to the right to repair. (HBS) 

• How industrial clusters are helping to mainstream the circular economy. (WEF) 

• The Commission proposed a package for the automotive industry. This includes postponing 
the agreed phase-out of combustion engines. (Politico, William Todts, Euractiv, The 
Guardian, Politico, Euronews, Commission, Commission, Transport & Environment, BEUC, 
Euronews, ICCT) 

• Chances of EU trucking industry hitting zero emissions targets are dire, says industry body. 
(The Guardian) 

• European car market statistics 2025/26. (ICCT) 

• How can we help electric vehicles achieve 'mass adoption'? (Izzy Woolgar, Andy Hackett, 
Laurens Speelman) 

• Civil society and business urge the EU to harmonise chargers for electric bikes. (EEB) 

• Europe’s Rail Renaissance: Why the continent must finally bet on its own trains. (Lukas 
Oberndorfer) 

• The environment in Europe: Council calls for accelerated transition to a climate-resilient and 
circular Europe by 2030. (Council) 

• Use of the consumption footprint for general monitoring and evaluation of the 
environmental impact of measures under the Ecodesign Regulation for sustainable products. 
(JRC) 

• Influencers in the field of food and fast fashion: European inventory shows that consumer 
protection is necessary. (BEUC) 

• Information manipulation in the age of generative artificial intelligence. A briefing. 

• AI chatbots spread conspiracy theories, denial and misinformation about the climate. (Global 
Witness) 

• AI boom has caused same CO2 emissions in 2025 as New York City, report claims. (The 
Guardian) 

• The Commission proposed a package of measures to support the Clean Industrial Deal, 
including a proposal for CBAM. (EEB, Commission, Carbon Market Watch, Euractiv) 

• The EU's largest investment programme offers lessons we cannot ignore. (Steffen Lehndorff) 

• The outlook may be bleak, but Europe has not given up on its goal of climate neutrality. 
(Robert Hodgson) 

• During the European Council, an attempt was made to reach a final political agreement on 
Mercosur. This was unsuccessful, and a decision has been postponed until January. (Politico, 
Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, EP, EP, Council, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, Greenpeace) 

• What next for EU trade policy? (Politico, Politico) 

• Simplified rules for sustainability reporting and due diligence for companies. (EP, Amnesty 
International, ECCO, WWF, Reclaim Finance, Green Central Banking) 

• Lead MEP on 'simplification' omnibus hit with conflict of interest complaint. (EUobserver) 

• Social conditions for public funding to companies in the context of the next EU budget. (CAN 
Europe, Finance Watch) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/CASP_STU(2025)759352
https://www.bpie.eu/publication/policy-packages-socially-just-renovation-epbd/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142613
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/europes-raw-materials-strategy-ambition-without-safeguards-is-a-risk-we-cant-afford/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/16/outdated-geological-data-limits-africa-push-to-benefit-from-its-mineral-wealth/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/16/outdated-geological-data-limits-africa-push-to-benefit-from-its-mineral-wealth/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/12/materials-is-this-the-new-frontier-for-international-collaboration/
https://eu.boell.org/en/2025/11/27/source-code-trade-related-barrier-right-repair
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/12/industrial-clusters-circular-economy/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-commission-2035-co2-emissions-climate/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/the-eus-2035-target-is-the-certainty-that-the-industry-needs
https://www.euractiv.com/news/reversal-of-eu-internal-combustion-engine-ban-is-only-the-beginning/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/17/the-guardian-view-on-another-green-u-turn-in-brussels-going-slow-on-car-industry-targets-is-a-road-to-nowhere
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/17/the-guardian-view-on-another-green-u-turn-in-brussels-going-slow-on-car-industry-targets-is-a-road-to-nowhere
https://www.politico.eu/article/germany-eu-climate-policy-epp-cars-climate-policy/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/12/16/eu-carmakers-to-comply-with-90-emissions-reduction-by-2035-as-full-combustion-engine-ban-s
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3051
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/accelerating-transition-zero-emission-corporate-vehicles-2025-12-17_en
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/t-es-reaction-to-automotive-package
https://www.beuc.eu/press-release/eu-must-make-electric-mobility-more-accessible-consumers
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/18/does-the-eu-rollback-of-2035-car-emissions-ban-risk-undermining-europes-climate-goals
https://theicct.org/eu-renewable-fuels-in-the-car-co2-standards-dec25/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/15/eu-trucking-industry-zero-emissions-targets-electric-trucks
https://theicct.org/publication/european-vehicle-market-statistics-2025-dec25/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-to-steer-evs-towards-the-road-of-mass-adoption/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-to-steer-evs-towards-the-road-of-mass-adoption/
https://eeb.org/en/civil-society-and-business-urge-eu-to-harmonise-e-bike-chargers/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-rail-renaissance-why-the-continent-must-finally-bet-on-its-own-trains
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-rail-renaissance-why-the-continent-must-finally-bet-on-its-own-trains
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/16/europe-s-environment-council-urges-accelerated-transition-for-a-climate-resilient-and-circular-europe-by-2030/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC142744
https://www.beuc.eu/press-release/food-and-fast-fashion-influencers-europe-wide-stocktaking-proves-need-protect
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779259
https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/ai-chatbots-share-climate-conspiracies-denial-and-disinformation/
https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/ai-chatbots-share-climate-conspiracies-denial-and-disinformation/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/dec/18/2025-ai-boom-huge-co2-emissions-use-water-research-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/dec/18/2025-ai-boom-huge-co2-emissions-use-water-research-finds
https://eeb.org/en/library/joint-cso-and-business-demand-a-clean-industrial-deal-that-works-for-the-planet-and-its-people/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3088
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2025/12/18/proposed-cbam-reforms-serve-industrial-lobbies/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-carbon-border-tax-to-decimate-revenue-for-balkan-power-exporters/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-eus-largest-investment-programme-holds-lessons-we-cannot-afford-to-ignore
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/analysis-the-optics-may-be-bad-but-europe-hasnt-given-up-on-net-zero-just-yet/
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-mercosur-vote-trade-agreement-agriculture/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-races-to-lock-in-a-make-or-break-year-for-global-trade/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-agrees-on-tougher-mercosur-safeguards-in-bid-to-placate-italy-france/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-clinches-deal-on-mercosur-safeguards-ahead-of-leaders-summit/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/merz-says-he-will-intensively-push-for-a-eu-mercosur-trade-deal/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251211IPR32162/mercosur-parliament-backs-safeguard-measures-to-protect-eu-agriculture
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251217IPR32258/mercosur-parliament-and-council-agree-on-agriculture-safeguards
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/17/eu-mercosur-council-and-parliament-agree-on-rules-to-safeguard-the-eu-agri-food-sector/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-delays-mercosur-deal-signing-south-america-trade-europe-farmers-agriculture/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/tractors-roll-into-brussels-as-farmers-press-eu-leaders-on-budget-and-mercosur/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-mercosur-signing-delayed-until-january-says-von-der-leyen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47847/eu-delays-plans-to-sign-unpopular-trade-deal-with-mercosur/
https://www.politico.eu/article/crickets-from-the-eu-as-u-s-threatens-retribution-after-x-fine/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-tries-to-step-out-of-americas-shadow-and-hits-reality/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251211IPR32164/simplified-sustainability-reporting-and-due-diligence-rules-for-businesses
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/12/eu-deregulation-deal-on-climate-and-human-rights-betrays-people-and-the-planet/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/12/eu-deregulation-deal-on-climate-and-human-rights-betrays-people-and-the-planet/
https://eccoclimate.org/eu-backtracks-on-sustainable-finance-creating-greater-uncertainty-for-businesses/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20401241/EUs-deregulatory-push-delivers-blow-to-corporate-sustainability-laws
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2025/12/17/what-changes-does-the-omnibus-law-bring-to-csddd-and-csrd/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/18/eu-sustainability-omnibus-package-approved-esrs-data-points-reduced/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/arb11e108c
https://caneurope.org/social-conditionalities-in-public-funding-to-companies-under-the-next-eu-budget-call-to-the-european-parliament-and-eu-member-states/
https://caneurope.org/social-conditionalities-in-public-funding-to-companies-under-the-next-eu-budget-call-to-the-european-parliament-and-eu-member-states/
https://www.finance-watch.org/policy-portal/public-finance/joint-letter-public-money-public-value-eu-funding-for-companies-must-come-with-social-conditions/


• The independence of central banks needs to be reviewed in light of climate change, say 
economists. (Green Central Banking) 

• Draft EU resolution wants the ECB to stop focusing on climate issues. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• Reinterpreting price stability in a changing world: what works and what doesn't. (Positive 
Money) 

• BdF governor: climate change is part of ‘core mandates of price stability’. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• WWF calls on central banks to do more about nature loss. (Green Central Banking) 

• Large pension funds are making progress on climate, but much more is needed, report finds. 
(Green Central Banking) 

• Can easing financial constraints reduce CO2 emissions? Evidence from a large sample of 
French companies. (LSE) 

• Deforestation law: Parliament and Council approve changes to delay and simplify measures. 
(EP, Greenpeace, Council) 

• Nature restoration is taking off: mid-term review of national restoration plans. (EEB, WWF) 

• The ocean, the forgotten hero of our planet, deserves an official place in the UN climate 
negotiations. (Tiago Pitta e Cunha) 

• ‘Cali Fund’ aiming to raise billions for nature receives first donation – of just $1,000. 
(CarbonBrief) 

• Glaciers to reach peak rate of extinction in the Alps in eight years. (The Guardian) 

• Position paper on the EU regulation on LULUCF. (CAN Europe) 

• Simpler food and feed safety rules while maintaining high health standards and 
strengthening the competitiveness of EU producers. (Commission, WWF, PAN Europe, FTAO) 

• Parliament and Council approve simpler rules and more support for farmers. (EP, Council) 

• How climate change is threatening global food supplies – in maps and graphs. (The 
Guardian) 

• The climate crisis poses various challenges for European agriculture. (CAN Europe) 

• Financing the green transition in EU agriculture and the role of the European Investment 
Bank. (IEEP) 

• Pesticide lobby instrumentalising farmer protests in its attack on EU health regulations. 
(CEO) 

• Tripling funding for adaptation is just the beginning – it's all about implementation. (Evans 
Njewa) 
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2026-01-13 | Webinar | Outsourcing the boss: regulating employer authority in the age of 
AI-as-a-service  

• 2026-02-03 | Hybrid | Unlocking housing affordability - How can capital markets and real 
estate deliver Europe’s housing transition?  

• 2026-02-06 | Adaptation makes cents – Adaptation makes cents  

• 2026-02-10 – 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work 
organisation and possible regulatory responses  

• 2026-02-24 | Just transitions at a crossroad: work, welfare and climate policies in Europe  
 
 

https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/15/central-bank-independence-should-be-reframed-in-light-of-climate-change-say-economists/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/15/draft-eu-resolution-wants-ecb-to-stop-focusing-on-climate-issues/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/15/draft-eu-resolution-wants-ecb-to-stop-focusing-on-climate-issues/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/reinterpreting-price-stability-in-a-changing-world-what-works-and-what-doesn-t/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/reinterpreting-price-stability-in-a-changing-world-what-works-and-what-doesn-t/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/18/bdf-governor-climate-change-is-part-of-core-mandates-of-price-stability/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/18/bdf-governor-climate-change-is-part-of-core-mandates-of-price-stability/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/16/wwf-calls-on-central-banks-to-do-more-on-nature-loss/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/16/big-pension-funds-make-progress-on-climate-but-more-needed/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/can-easing-financial-constraints-reduce-carbon-emissions-evidence-from-a-large-sample-of-french-companies/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251211IPR32168/deforestation-law-parliament-adopts-changes-to-postpone-and-simplify-measures
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47841/commission-must-implement-eu-anti-deforestation-law-by-end-2026-to-preserve-credibility/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/18/deforestation-council-signs-off-targeted-revision-to-simplify-and-postpone-the-regulation/
https://eeb.org/en/nature-restoration-takes-off-mid-term-assessment-of-national-restoration-plans/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20421666/Nature-restoration-takes-off-mid-term-assessment-of-National-Restoration-Plans
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/15/the-ocean-our-planets-forgotten-hero-deserves-a-formal-place-in-un-climate-talks/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cali-fund-aiming-to-raise-billions-for-nature-receives-first-donation-of-just-1000/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/15/alpine-glaciers-rate-extinction-climate-crisis
https://caneurope.org/position-paper-on-the-eu-lulucf-regulation/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3081
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20410266/Food-and-Feed-Omnibus-gives-pesticides-free-pass
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2025/12/eu-commission-retreats-worst-plan-still-opens-door-unlimited-pesticide
https://fairtrade-advocacy.org/posts/210
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251211IPR32163/parliament-endorses-simpler-rules-and-more-support-for-farmers
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/18/council-signs-off-simplification-of-common-agricultural-policy/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2025/dec/18/how-climate-breakdown-is-putting-the-worlds-food-in-peril-in-maps-and-charts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2025/dec/18/how-climate-breakdown-is-putting-the-worlds-food-in-peril-in-maps-and-charts
https://caneurope.org/the-climate-crisis-presents-diverse-challenges-for-european-agriculture/
https://ieep.eu/publications/financing-the-green-transition-in-eu-agriculture-and-the-role-of-the-european-investment-bank/
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2025/12/pesticide-lobby-instrumentalising-farmer-protests-its-attack-eu-health-regulations-0
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/17/tripling-adaptation-finance-is-just-the-start-delivery-is-what-matters/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/17/tripling-adaptation-finance-is-just-the-start-delivery-is-what-matters/
https://www.etui.org/events/outsourcing-boss-regulating-employer-authority-age-ai-service
https://www.etui.org/events/outsourcing-boss-regulating-employer-authority-age-ai-service
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-financiering-voor-een-klimaatbestendige-toekomst/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-comment-financer-ladaptation-au-changement-climatique/
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/just-transitions-crossroad-work-welfare-and-climate-policies-europe


 
 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2026-01-14 | Cybersecurity Act 

• 2026-01-20 | Digital Networks Act  

• 2026-01-29 | Industrial Accelerator Act  

 

 

The briefing is going on holiday. We will be back on Friday, 9 January 2026.  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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