BRIEFING | European Green Deal | Issue 270 | 9 January 2026

General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

Current affairs

An overview of 2025: Climate Home News, Green Central Banking, Euronews, Euronews,
Green Central Banking.

Cyclones, floods and forest fires are among the most expensive climate-related disasters of
2025. (The Guardian, Climate Home News, Euronews, WWA)

“The perfect storm”: experts say Trump has left the US less prepared for natural disasters.
(The Guardian)

Trump taking ‘drill, baby, drill’ plan to Venezuela ‘terrible’ for climate, experts warn.
(Euronews, The Guardian)

Outrage as Trump withdraws from key UN climate treaty, along with dozens of international
organisations. (The Guardian, Politico, CarbonBrief, Politico, Euronews, EUobserver, Fiona
Harvey en Oliver Milman, Euronews, Amnesty International, CarbonBrief, E3G, IRENA, Qil
Change International)

Outlook for 2026: EUobserver, EP Briefing, Energy Cities, ECFR.

The battle for a global energy transition between petro-states and electro-states has begun
— here's what to watch out for in 2026. (Jennifer Morgan, Jennifer Morgan)

The COP presidency should focus less on climate policy and more on global politics. (Ben
Marshall and Aditya Bhayana)

How microplastics are damaging the Earth's “natural shield” against climate change.
(Euronews)

‘Profound impacts’: record ocean heat is intensifying climate disasters, data shows. (The
Guardian)

The ocean is our greatest ally in combating climate change, but overusing it as a “solution”
for the climate can be counterproductive. (Francisco de Melo Virissimo)

Bricks and sand are the next big thing in Europe's energy transition. (Euractiv)

Commission publishes “fitness check” of EU legislation on security of electricity and gas
supply with a view to future revision. (Commission)

Aligning EU energy security and climate mitigation through targeted transition strategies. An
article.



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/22/nine-of-our-best-climate-stories-from-2025/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/23/clean-energy-boom-and-new-climate-leaders-7-stories-of-progress-in-2025/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/26/as-the-planet-warmed-politics-wobbled-the-defining-climate-moments-of-2025
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/27/from-deadly-heatwaves-to-flash-floods-how-europes-extreme-weather-events-defined-2025
https://greencentralbanking.com/2025/12/30/6-graphs-that-tell-the-climate-finance-story-of-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/27/cyclones-floods-and-wildfires-among-2025s-costliest-climate-related-disasters
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/30/new-era-of-climate-extremes-as-global-warming-fuels-devastating-impacts-in-2025/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/12/31/deadliest-climate-disasters-of-2025-revealed-as-experts-warn-women-and-the-poorest-hit-the
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/unequal-evidence-and-impacts-limits-to-adaptation-extreme-weather-in-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/04/donald-trump-disaster-response-preparedness
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/05/a-fossil-fuelled-war-trumps-plans-to-exploit-venezuelas-oil-reserves-sparks-climate-backla
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/06/trump-venezuela-oil-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/07/trump-international-groups-un
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/07/rubio-urges-trump-to-leave-unfccc-00487331
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/08/trump-to-pull-us-out-of-un-climate-convention-and-climate-science-body/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-donald-trump-un-climate-treaty/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/08/trump-pulls-us-out-of-un-climate-treaty-in-sweeping-withdrawal-from-global-institutions
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ar75cb0bd4
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/09/a-colossal-own-goal-trumps-exit-from-global-climate-treaties-will-have-little-effect-outside-us
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/09/a-colossal-own-goal-trumps-exit-from-global-climate-treaties-will-have-little-effect-outside-us
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/01/08/profoundly-damaging-eu-leaders-condemn-trumps-withdrawal-from-un-climate-treaty
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/usa-international-withdrawals-tear-apart-global-cooperation/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-worlds-biggest-historic-polluter-the-us-is-pulling-out-of-un-climate-treaty/
https://www.e3g.org/news/e3g-statement-on-u-s-withdrawal-from-international-organisations/
https://www.e3g.org/news/e3g-statement-on-u-s-withdrawal-from-international-organisations/
https://oilchange.org/news/trump-withdrawal-unfccc/
https://oilchange.org/news/trump-withdrawal-unfccc/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar9bd44494
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_IDA(2026)782587
https://energy-cities.eu/reclaiming-europes-direction-in-2026/
https://ecfr.eu/article/2026-the-year-we-stop-pretending-its-just-a-phase/
https://theconversation.com/the-battle-over-a-global-energy-transition-is-on-between-petro-states-and-electro-states-heres-what-to-watch-for-in-2026-272205
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/09/the-battle-over-a-global-energy-transition-is-on-between-petro-states-and-electro-states/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/05/cop-presidencies-should-focus-less-on-climate-policy-and-more-on-global-politics/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/05/cop-presidencies-should-focus-less-on-climate-policy-and-more-on-global-politics/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/06/how-microplastics-are-chipping-away-at-earths-natural-shield-against-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/09/profound-impacts-record-ocean-heat-intensifying-climate-disasters
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/09/profound-impacts-record-ocean-heat-intensifying-climate-disasters
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.r2635
https://www.euractiv.com/news/bricks-and-sand-are-the-next-big-thing-in-europes-energy-transition/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/commission-publishes-fitness-check-eu-laws-covering-security-electricity-and-gas-supply-view-future-2026-01-05_en
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-67595-7

Why proponents of higher electricity prices are targeting the flagship of EU climate policy.
(Euractiv)

Pipelines of uncertainty: The need for full emissions transparency in Europe's midstream gas
sector. (IEEFA)

Commission amends ETS state aid guidelines to address carbon leakage for energy-intensive
industries. (Commission)

The Buildings Challenge: policy, not technology. (EEB)

Impact of embodied energy and carbon on the path to nearly zero energy residential
buildings. An article.

Circular economy for critical raw materials: European Union policy instruments, secondary
supply and sustainable development outcomes. An article.

How a circular economy can strengthen the clean energy supply chain of the future. (WEF)
New package of measures to boost the circular economy and strengthen plastics recycling in
Europe. (Commission, FEAD)

Digital product passports: the golden thread in textile recycling? (CEPS)

France postpones ban on plastic cups by four years. (Euractiv)

What is an Al-driven circular economy? (WEF)

An evaluation of the European Commission's proposal for CO standards for vehicles. (ICCT)
Crisis in the European car industry. A report. (Eurofound)

Why the renaissance of night trains in Europe derailed. (Politico)

Revealed: how aviation emissions can be halved without reducing the number of flights.
(The Guardian)

Trump's shadow hangs over EU plan for aviation emissions. (Politico)

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and their role as catalysts for European industrial
competitiveness. A study and briefing.

Will the EU proceed with its proposed digital regulation? (Politico, Euractiv, The Guardian,
Politico, Politico, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv)

Al paradoxes: 5 contradictions to watch out for in 2026 and why the future of Al is not clear-
cut. (WEF)

When the Al bubble bursts, people will finally have a chance to take back control. (Rafael
Behr)

The world may not have time to prepare for the safety risks of Al, says leading researcher.
(The Guardian)

Using energy-intensive Al to detect climate tipping points is a paradox. (David Sathuluri and
Marco Tedesco)

“Just an incredible amount of pollution”: how big is the threat of Al to the climate? (The
Guardian)

Keeping people informed: why Al needs oversight in ESG reporting. (David Carlin)

Copyright on Al-generated works: approaches in the EU and beyond. A briefing.

The competitiveness coordination tool. (ZOE Institut)

What next for EU trade policy? (Euractiv, Politico, John A. Clarke, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv,
Politico)

What next for the Mercosur agreement? A decision is expected in the Council on Friday 9
January. (Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, Euractiv, Euronews, Politico, Euractiv,
Politico, Euractiv, Council, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico)

Risks and opportunities associated with changing financial and economic relations with the
US. A study.

Don't mourn, organise: Europe's path through global turbulence. (Judith Kirton-Darling and
Isabelle Barthés)



https://www.euractiv.com/news/why-electricity-price-hawks-are-taking-aim-at-the-eus-flagship-climate-policy/
https://ieefa.org/resources/pipelines-uncertainty-need-full-emissions-transparency-europes-midstream-gas-sector
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3141
https://eeb.org/en/library/the-buildings-challenge-policy-not-technology/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/18/1/87
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/18/2/562
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2026/01/circular-economy-clean-energy-supply-chain-critical-minerals/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3151
https://fead.be/position/the-new-eu-circular-economy-package-fails-to-support-the-european-plastic-recycling-industry/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/digital-product-passports-the-golden-thread-through-textile-recycling/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/france-pushes-back-plastic-cup-ban-by-four-years/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2026/01/what-is-ai-driven-circular-economy/
https://theicct.org/publication/european-commissions-risks-and-opportunities-of-the-proposed-co2-standards-dec25/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/92ab1b1b-d709-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.politico.eu/article/why-europe-night-train-renaissance-derailed/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/07/aviation-emissions-halved-flights-efficiently-study
https://www.politico.eu/article/donald-trump-shadow-looms-over-eu-aviation-emissions-plan/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_STU(2025)778581
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_BRI(2025)780414
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/23/trump-administration-fires-warning-shots-over-big-tech-regulations-00703945
https://www.euractiv.com/news/us-denies-visas-to-former-eu-commissioner-and-four-others-over-tech-rules/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/dec/24/us-state-department-visa-ban-former-eu-commissioner-europe
https://www.politico.eu/article/breton-says-us-sanctions-against-him-put-the-eu-on-an-extraordinarily-dangerous-path/
https://www.politico.eu/article/the-eu-is-in-a-political-pressure-cooker-over-its-online-rules/
https://www.politico.eu/article/artificial-intelligence-regulation-europe-united-states/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/europe-readies-digital-infrastructure-push-in-2026/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/macron-calls-for-deepening-eus-digital-rules-in-face-of-us-pushback/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/12/ai-paradoxes-in-2026/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/23/artificial-intelligence-ai-bubble-bursts-humans-take-back-control
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/23/artificial-intelligence-ai-bubble-bursts-humans-take-back-control
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jan/04/world-may-not-have-time-to-prepare-for-ai-safety-risks-says-leading-researcher
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/23/using-energy-hungry-ai-to-detect-climate-tipping-points-undermines-the-transition/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/23/using-energy-hungry-ai-to-detect-climate-tipping-points-undermines-the-transition/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jan/03/just-an-unbelievable-amount-of-pollution-how-big-a-threat-is-ai-to-the-climate
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jan/03/just-an-unbelievable-amount-of-pollution-how-big-a-threat-is-ai-to-the-climate
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/sustainable-finance-reporting/keeping-humans-loop-why-ai-needs-oversight-esg-reporting--ecmii-2026-01-06/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)782585
https://zoe-institut.de/en/publication/competitiveness-coordination-tool/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/china-targets-eu-dairy-with-new-duties-of-up-to-42-7/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-year-of-us-donald-trump-trade-trauma-eu-von-der-leyen/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/12/31/the-year-of-living-dangerously-europe-and-us-trade-relations-in-2026/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/chinas-new-beef-tariffs-add-momentum-to-eu-mercosur-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/european-steel-buyers-rage-against-planned-import-tariff-hike/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/france-germany-poland-push-for-swift-eu-india-free-trade-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-china-trade-relations-are-in-the-deep-freeze-they-could-be-about-to-get-even-icier/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brazils-lula-asks-eu-to-show-courage-and-sign-mercosur-trade-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-to-sign-mercosur-trade-deal-12-january-in-paraguay/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/mercosur-safeguards-stuck-as-council-delays-vote-again/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/chinas-new-beef-tariffs-add-momentum-to-eu-mercosur-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/commission-tries-win-final-nod-to-eu-mercosur-deal-extra-budget-concessions/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-farm-ministers-summoned-to-rare-brussels-meeting-amid-mercosur-push/
https://www.euronews.com/business/2026/01/05/eu-agriculture-ministers-to-hold-crucial-talks-ahead-of-possible-mercosur-deal-signing
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-giorgia-meloni-pitch-to-win-support-for-mercosur-trade-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/von-der-leyen-proposes-to-unlock-e45-billion-for-farmers-to-secure-support-for-mercosur-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ursula-von-der-leyen-budget-ambition-free-trade-mercosur/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/mercosur-brussels-woos-farm-ministers-with-reciprocity-tariff-concessions/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/read_26_50
https://www.euractiv.com/news/council-rejects-bid-to-stop-provisional-mercosur-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/bardella-says-hell-attempt-to-bring-down-eu-commission-over-mercosur-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/mercosur-trade-deal-where-eu-countries-stand/
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-vote-eu-mercosur-trade-deal-farmer/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_STU(2026)779870
https://www.socialeurope.eu/dont-mourn-organise-europes-path-through-global-turbulence
https://www.socialeurope.eu/dont-mourn-organise-europes-path-through-global-turbulence

The new Clean Industrial Deal. How can the EU's new industrial policy support the transition
to sustainability, competitiveness and resilience? A report. (Commission)

How Europe could get both the Green and the Deal. A report. (Commission)

What strategy should be followed to address global environmental challenges in the current
context? (IDDRI)

No profit without accountability for people and the planet. (CIEL)

Greenwashing, illegality and false claims: 13 climate lawsuits won in 2025. (The Guardian)
The climate crisis in Europe is a crisis of the rule of law. (Christina Eckes)

The European Union Is turning away from the green transition. (Pablo Castaio)

The simplification mess in Europe frustrates businesses. (Politico)

An audit of corporate decarbonisation ambition against low carbon futures. An article.

EU central banks need data. The omnibus law does not make that easy. (Green Central
Banking)

Mapping the scale and scope of financing for a just transition in private credit and equity
funds. A report.

Financing climate change mitigation measures in cities: insights from the Covenant of
Mayors initiative. A study.

The economics of water scarcity. (BIS)

Why nature should be the new bottom line for business in 2026. (Eva Zabey)

EU legislation to combat deforestation has effectively been “dismantled”. (The Guardian)
Implicit and explicit (in)justice on the route to Paris: An analysis of justice expressions in the
Paris Agreement, EU-, and Swedish climate-forest policy mixes. An article.

France announces ban on imports of pesticide-contaminated food, awaits green light from
EU. (Euractiv)

Women must be a starting point, not an afterthought, for adaptation. (Alexandria Gordon
and Demet Intepe)

Off-grid renewables’ role is beyond closing the energy access gap. (IRENA)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2026-01-13 | Webinar | Outsourcing the boss: regulating employer authority in the age of
Al-as-a-service

2026-01-26 | Online | A comprehensive strategy for nature-based biodegradable materials
2026-02-03 | Hybrid | Unlocking housing affordability - How can capital markets and real
estate deliver Europe’s housing transition?

2026-02-03 | Hybrid | Europe’s path to a cleaner automotive sector — What are the
opportunities and challenges?

2026-02-05 | Europe’s industry at a crossroads - Can deindustrialisation still be resisted?
2026-02-06 | Adaptation makes cents — Adaptation makes cents

2026-02-10 — 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work
organisation and possible regulatory responses

2026-02-24 | Just transitions at a crossroad: work, welfare and climate policies in Europe
2026-04-28 | Online | EIOPA Sustainable Finance Conference 2026

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)


https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5eb3592c-e076-11f0-8439-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/76134938-d7d0-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/what-strategy-address-global-environmental-challenges-current
https://www.ciel.org/reports/no-profit-without-accountability-for-people-and-the-planet-january-2026/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/31/greenwashing-illegality-false-claims-climate-litigation-wins-2025
https://verfassungsblog.de/europes-climate-crisis-is-a-rule-of-law-crisis/
https://jacobin.com/2025/12/europe-merz-leyen-climate-rearmament
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-simplification-mess-frustrates-businesses/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-025-20203-6
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/05/eu-central-banks-need-data-the-omnibus-wont-make-it-easy/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/05/eu-central-banks-need-data-the-omnibus-wont-make-it-easy/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/publication/mapping-the-scale-and-scope-of-just-transition-finance-in-private-credit-and-equity-funds/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC143200
https://www.bis.org/publ/work1314.htm
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/land-use-biodiversity/why-nature-should-be-new-bottom-line-business-2026--ecmii-2026-01-05/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/31/eu-legislation-intended-to-fight-deforestation-has-been-effectively-dismantled
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837725004223
https://www.euractiv.com/news/france-announces-ban-of-pesticide-tainted-food-imports-awaits-eu-green-light/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/31/women-must-be-a-starting-point-not-an-afterthought-for-climate-adaptation/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/12/31/women-must-be-a-starting-point-not-an-afterthought-for-climate-adaptation/
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2026/Jan/Offgrid-Renewables-Role-is-Beyond-Closing-the-Energy-Access-Gap
https://www.etui.org/events/outsourcing-boss-regulating-employer-authority-age-ai-service
https://www.etui.org/events/outsourcing-boss-regulating-employer-authority-age-ai-service
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/comprehensive-strategy-nature-based-biodegradable-materials
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-path-to-a-cleaner-automotive-sector-what-are-the-opportunities-and-challenges
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-path-to-a-cleaner-automotive-sector-what-are-the-opportunities-and-challenges
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-industry-at-a-crossroads-can-deindustrialisation-still-be-resisted
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-financiering-voor-een-klimaatbestendige-toekomst/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-comment-financer-ladaptation-au-changement-climatique/
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/just-transitions-crossroad-work-welfare-and-climate-policies-europe
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2026-2026-04-28_en

Commission documents

e 2026-01-14 | Cybersecurity Act
e 2026-01-20 | Digital Networks Act
e 2026-01-29 | Industrial Accelerator Act
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This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD
in any way.
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