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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• December 2025 was the fifth warmest month ever recorded globally. (Copernicus) 

• 10 key insights from climate science in 2025. (CarbonBrief) 

• Davos’ climate resignation. (Politico) 

• Research shows that half of global CO2 emissions come from just 32 fossil fuel companies. 
(The Guardian, Carbon Majors, Euronews) 

• A decisive moment for the climate community: 5 ways to make an impact in a changing 
environment. (New Climate Institute) 

• Why Greenland is indispensable to global climate science. (Martin Siegert) 

• Solar and wind energy overtake fossil fuels within the EU for the first time. (Ember, 
Euronews, The Guardian) 

• Roof-mounted solar panels could meet 40% of the EU's long-term electricity needs. (JRC) 

• Strengthening Europe: realising the security and economic benefits of North Sea wind 
energy. (E3G) 

• Global instability will accelerate energy transition and competition for minerals. (Green 
Central Banking) 

• Unlocking investment in renewable energy in developing countries through better 
coordination and cooperation between the EU and China. (IDDRI) 

• 7 certainties about energy in this era of uncertainty. (IEA)  

• Research shows that Trump is gaining increasing control over the energy supply of the EU 
and the United Kingdom. (The Guardian, Clingendael, EcoLogic) 

• The EU risks becoming energy dependent again, as the US could supply 80% of its LNG 
imports by 2030. (IEEFA) 

• Revision of the EU Emissions Trading System. A briefing. 

• EU receives more than 160 proposals for diversification of critical minerals. (EUobserver) 

• Europe's largest rare earths mine: how EU funding clashes with environmental legislation. 
(Euronews) 

• Critical raw materials and the law: dealing with legal disruptions in the transition to 
sustainability. (EUI) 

• Recyclability: a new definition of the concept for the circular economy. An article. 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://climate.copernicus.eu/december-2025-was-fifth-warmest-record-globally
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-10-key-climate-science-insights-from-2025/
https://www.politico.eu/article/davos-climate-change-world-economic-forum/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/21/carbon-dioxide-co2-emissions-fossil-fuel-firms-study
https://carbonmajors.org/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/22/wrong-side-of-history-report-ties-top-polluters-to-countries-blocking-fossil-fuel-phaseout
https://newclimate.org/news/a-defining-moment-for-the-climate-community
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/22/why-greenland-is-indispensable-to-global-climate-science/
https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/european-electricity-review-2026/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/22/solar-and-wind-overtake-fossil-fuels-in-the-eu-for-the-first-time-can-the-power-grid-keep-
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/22/wind-and-solar-overtook-fossil-fuels-in-power-generation-for-eu-in-2025-report
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/rooftop-solar-could-meet-40-eus-long-term-electricity-demand-2026-01-21_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.e3g.org/publications/empowering-europe-security-economic-benefits-north-seas-wind/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/22/global-instability-set-to-accelerate-energy-transition-and-mineral-competition/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/22/global-instability-set-to-accelerate-energy-transition-and-mineral-competition/
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/unlocking-renewable-energy-investments-developing-economies
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/7-certainties-about-energy-for-this-age-of-uncertainty
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/21/trump-us-stranglehold-eu-uk-energy-supply-lng
https://www.clingendael.org/publication/europes-selective-blindness-gas
https://www.ecologic.eu/20338
https://ieefa.org/resources/eu-risks-new-energy-dependence-us-could-supply-80-its-lng-imports-2030
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)782615
https://euobserver.com/eu-and-the-world/ard38c4939
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/01/22/europes-largest-rare-earths-mine-how-eu-funding-clashes-with-environmental-laws
https://fsr.eui.eu/publications/?handle=1814/94426
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jiec.70082


• Barriers and drivers for the circular economy in electrical and electronic equipment: a 
systematic literature review. An article. 

• The EU cannot afford to delay the introduction of zero-emission charging points for heavy-
duty vehicles. (Transport & Environment) 

• The use of private jets to Davos has increased dramatically over the past three years. 
(Euronews) 

• Avoiding contrails during night and winter flights is the fastest way to improve aviation's 
climate performance - new research from T&E. (Transport & Environment) 

• According to an audit, the EU will not meet its target of completing the core of its 
continental transport network by 2030. (Euractiv, Euronews, ECA) 

• EU to phase out harmful soy-based biofuels. (Transport & Environment) 

• The behavioural dimension of decarbonising transport. An article. 

• Health system resilience and the health impacts of environmental pollution: a global 
analysis. An article. 

• Will the EU move forward with its digital regulation plans? Politico, Politico. 

• Commission strengthens EU cyber resilience and capabilities. (Commission, SolarPower 
Europe) 

• EU supports digital connectivity with simpler and harmonised rules in the Digital Networks 
Act. (Commission, BEUC) 

• AI companies are not as transparent as the EU wants them to be. (Euractiv) 

• EU plans “made in Europe” rules for public procurement of green technology. (Reuters) 

• Unsustainable ideas about data economies: exploring the concept of waste for EU digital 
policy. An article. 

• Power play: can a defensive Europe stick to decarbonisation in Davos? (Tsvetelina 
Kuzmanova) 

• What next for EU trade policy (after Davos)? Euractiv, Euractiv, Thomas Moller-Nielsen, 
Politico, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, Politico, Politico, Politico, Politico, Politico, Politico, 
Euractiv. 

• There was a special European Council meeting on 22 January. (Politico, Greenpeace, Politico, 
Politico) 

• EU and Mercosur sign historic and ambitious partnership. The European Parliament is still 
awaiting a ruling from the European Court of Justice. (Commission, CAN Europe, Arc2020, 
EUobserver, Euractiv, John Clarke, Politico, Politico, Euractiv, EP, Politico) 

• EU competitiveness: MEPs propose new legal framework for innovative companies. (EP) 

• The European Emissions Trading System is an ally, not an enemy, of industrial 
competitiveness. (Bruegel) 

• Recommendations for an effective Industrial Accelerator Act. (WWF) 

• Faced with industrial redundancies, the Commission must now propose measures for a just 
transition. (ETUC, IndustriAll) 

• Public procurement as a strategic tool for a green and just transition. (Veblen) 

• Although the European Commission is required to carry out a thorough impact assessment 
before proposing new policies, the European Union's policy-making process is increasingly 
influenced by lobbyists. (Carbon Market Watch) 

• Global fragmentation should accelerate Europe's transition to sustainability. (Hans 
Stegeman) 

• Envisioning a new economy that works for all people and the planet. (Ben Kellard et al) 

• What the CSRD omnibus bill reveals about sustainability regulation and SMEs. (Souha Bel Haj 
Messaoud) 

• Banks' energy financing ratios in 2025: the good, the bad and how to move forward. 
(Reclaim Finance) 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bse.70559
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-cannot-afford-to-pause-zero-emission-heavy-duty-charging-deployment
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/19/use-of-private-jets-to-davos-has-soared-in-the-past-three-years-is-it-time-for-a-super-ric
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/avoiding-contrails-on-night-and-winter-flights-is-aviations-fastest-climate-win-new-t-e-study
https://www.euractiv.com/news/europes-ambitious-transport-network-plan-going-off-the-rails/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/01/19/key-eu-transport-network-projects-set-to-miss-2030-targets-eu-auditors-say
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2026-02
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-to-phase-out-damaging-soy-biofuels
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44333-025-00075-z
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350625004949?dgcid=coauthor
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-pressure-revives-calls-for-standalone-eu-tech-regulator/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-parliament-condemns-us-washington-travel-ban-breton-free-speech-visa/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_105
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-european-commission-publish-draft-revision-of-the-cybersecurity-act
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-european-commission-publish-draft-revision-of-the-cybersecurity-act
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_107
https://www.beuc.eu/press-release/simplification-digital-networks-act-must-not-come-expense-consumers
https://www.euractiv.com/news/ai-companies-are-not-being-as-transparent-as-the-eu-wants/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/eu-plans-made-europe-rules-public-purchases-green-tech-2026-01-19/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-11108-1_27
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/19/power-play-can-a-defensive-europe-stick-with-decarbonisation-in-davos/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/01/19/power-play-can-a-defensive-europe-stick-with-decarbonisation-in-davos/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/trumps-latest-tariffs-threaten-to-torpedo-eu-us-trade-pact/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-trade-bazooka-back-on-the-table-as-greenland-tariff-threat-blows-up-us-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/why-the-eu-should-but-wont-fire-its-trade-bazooka-at-the-us/
https://www.politico.eu/article/the-eu-magical-mystery-trade-weapon-other-options-donald-trump/
https://www.politico.eu/article/berlin-and-paris-to-negotiate-joint-response-to-trumps-tariff-threat-germanys-merz/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/liveblog-europe-readies-response-to-trumps-tariff-threats-over-greenland/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/why-some-see-the-eu-mercosur-trade-deal-as-an-environmental-disaster/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-bazooka-trade-us-greenland-france-threat-nato/
https://www.politico.eu/article/trump-greenland-europe-trade-war-davos-world-economic-forum-live-updates/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/20/trumps-tariff-threats-spark-new-fears-of-sell-america-trade-00736714
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-skeptical-greenland-donald-trum-tariffs-threat-reversal-summit-nato/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-parliament-to-ask-commission-to-deploy-trade-bazooka/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-ratification-us-trade-deal-donald-trump-european-council/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/european-parliament-chief-pledges-to-close-eu-us-trade-pact/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2026/01/22/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-donald-trump-greenland-summit-davos-relief/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/47874/eu-greenland-summit-regulatory-rollback-undermines-eu-response/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-agree-independent-europe-summit-emmanuel-macron-friedrich-merz/
https://www.politico.eu/article/manic-day-davos-brussels-moscow-european-leaders-summit-live-updates/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_113
https://caneurope.org/eu-signs-controversial-eu-mercosur-deal/
https://www.arc2020.eu/mercosur-will-make-european-farmers-more-vulnerable/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar260ccca9
https://www.euractiv.com/news/mercosur-vote-makes-strasbourg-a-chance-to-win-over-europes-farmers/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/trumps-army-of-farmers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/germany-rams-mercosur-deal-eu-parliament-roadblock/
https://www.politico.eu/article/by-the-numbers-mercosur-trade-deal-splits-eu-parliament-half/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-poised-to-ram-through-mercosur-trade-deal-despite-official-delay/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260116IPR32450/eu-mercosur-meps-demand-a-legal-opinion-on-its-conformity-with-the-eu-treaties
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-commission-mercosur-trade-deal-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260116IPR32438/eu-competitiveness-meps-propose-new-legal-framework-for-innovative-companies
https://www.bruegel.org/analysis/europes-emissions-trading-system-ally-not-enemy-industrial-competitiveness
https://www.wwf.eu/?20513341/IAA-briefing
https://www.etuc.org/en/pressrelease/facing-industrial-layoffs-commission-must-now-bring-forward-just-transition-measures
https://news.industriall-europe.eu/Article/1430
https://www.veblen-institute.org/Public-procurement-as-a-strategic-tool-for-the-green-and-just-transition.html
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2026/01/19/make-impact-assessments-great-again-miaga/
https://www.triodos.com/en/articles/2026/global-fragmentation-accelerates-sustainability
https://www.triodos.com/en/articles/2026/global-fragmentation-accelerates-sustainability
https://cusp.ac.uk/themes/aetw/wp44/
https://illuminem.com/illuminemvoices/what-the-csrd-omnibus-reveals-about-sustainability-regulation-and-smes
https://illuminem.com/illuminemvoices/what-the-csrd-omnibus-reveals-about-sustainability-regulation-and-smes
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/01/20/2025-banks-energy-financing-ratios-the-good-the-bad-and-how-to-move-forward/


• The Savings and Investment Union (SIU) is not a solution for financing EU priorities, but a 
threat to climate mitigation. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Relaxing prudential rules will not help the EU economy. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Underestimated climate risks could undermine the global financial system, warn actuaries 
and scientists. (Green Futures Solutions) 

• Insurance and reinsurance under climate stress: managing systemic risks in global supply 
chains. (SEI) 

• Report: most US public pension funds do not invest in climate solutions. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• We are financing the decline of nature. Here's how we can reverse it. (UNEP) 

• Nature-based risk assessment: integrating project-related financing. (UNEPFI) 

• The entry into force of the High Seas Treaty heralds a new era of ocean governance. (WWF, 
CINEA, Reuters) 

• The world has entered an era of “global water bankruptcy”, warns the UN. What does that 
actually mean? (Euronews, UNU, The Guardian) 

• Half of the world's 100 largest cities are located in areas of high water stress, according to 
analysis. (The Guardian) 

• Antarctic penguins have drastically shifted their breeding season – likely in response to 
climate change. (The Guardian, Euronews) 

• Scientists warn of “regime shift” as seaweed blooms increase worldwide. (The Guardian) 

• Assessment of the effectiveness of EU nature restoration legislation, measured against the 
CBD target for biodiversity conservation. An article. 

• Nature-based solutions: some questions about the concept. (Martha Isabel Robles Ustariz) 

• Europe could reduce bio-waste by making food producers contribute to the financing of its 
collection. (Zero Waste Europe) 

• Research shows that a “meat tax” could have a significant impact on the ecological footprint. 
(The Guardian, article, Euronews) 

• Up to 40% of CAP money goes to 1% of recipients. (Greenpeace) 
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2026-01-26 | Online | A comprehensive strategy for nature-based biodegradable materials  

• 2026-01-28 | Online | Empowered Women for sustainable and fairer Agrifood Systems  

• 2026-01-29 | Online | ISDS vs. The Climate – How a colonial-era investment mechanism 
jeopardises a just transition  

• 2026-02-03 | Hybrid | Unlocking housing affordability - How can capital markets and real 
estate deliver Europe’s housing transition?  

• 2026-02-03 | Hybrid | Europe’s path to a cleaner automotive sector – What are the 
opportunities and challenges?  

• 2026-02-04 | Hybrid | AI and disinformation – How can Europe safeguard trust in the 
media?  

• 2026-02-05 | Moment of truth: Will Europe’s vision for R&I survive the real world?  

• 2026-02-05 | Europe’s industry at a crossroads - Can deindustrialisation still be resisted?  

• 2026-02-06 | Adaptation makes cents – Adaptation makes cents  

• 2026-02-10 – 2026-02-11 | Future of Work: exploring how digitalisation reshapes work 
organisation and possible regulatory responses  

https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/01/23/the-siu-is-not-a-solution-to-fund-eu-priorities-but-a-threat-to-climate-mitigation/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/01/23/weakening-prudential-rules-does-not-help-the-eu-economy/
https://greenfuturessolutions.com/news/parasol-lost/
https://www.sei.org/publications/insurance-reinsurance-climate-stress-risk-global-supply-chains/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/22/report-most-us-public-pensions-fail-to-invest-in-climate-solutions/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/01/22/report-most-us-public-pensions-fail-to-invest-in-climate-solutions/
https://www.unep.org/technical-highlight/were-funding-natures-decline-heres-how-turn-it-around
https://www.unepfi.org/publications/nature-based-risk-assessment-integrating-project-related-finance/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?20531866/high-seas-treaty-enters-into-force
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/safeguarding-our-oceans-let-high-seas-treaty-begin-eu-support-2026-01-19_en
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/un-biodiversity-treaty-enters-into-force-aims-protect-30-oceans-by-2030-2026-01-17/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/21/the-world-has-entered-an-era-of-global-water-bankruptcy-un-warns-what-does-it-actually-mea
https://unu.edu/inweh/collection/global-water-bankruptcy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/20/era-of-global-water-bankruptcy-is-here-un-report-says
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/22/half-world-100-largest-cities-in-high-water-stress-areas-analysis-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/20/antarctic-penguins-shift-breeding-season-climate-change
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/20/penguins-are-bringing-their-breeding-season-forward-why-are-scientists-so-worried
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/19/scientists-seaweed-blooms-expand-worldwide-ocean-pollution
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12302-025-01315-2
https://defendbio.eu/nature-based-solutions-some-questions-around-the-concept/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/europe-could-cut-bio-waste-by-making-food-producers-help-to-fund-collection/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/20/meat-tax-vat-environmental-footprint-eu-study
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-025-01284-y
https://www.euronews.com/green/2026/01/20/the-carbon-cost-of-your-burger-how-much-would-a-meat-tax-cost-the-average-eu-household
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47864/welfare-for-the-rich-up-to-40-of-cap-money-goes-to-1-of-recipients/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/comprehensive-strategy-nature-based-biodegradable-materials
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/empowered-women-sustainable-and-fairer-agrifood-systems
https://caneurope.org/event-isds-vs-the-climate/
https://caneurope.org/event-isds-vs-the-climate/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/unlocking-housing-affordability-how-can-capital-markets-and-real-estate-deliver-europes-housing-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-path-to-a-cleaner-automotive-sector-what-are-the-opportunities-and-challenges
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-path-to-a-cleaner-automotive-sector-what-are-the-opportunities-and-challenges
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-and-disinformation-howcan-europe-safeguard-trust-in-the-media
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/ai-and-disinformation-howcan-europe-safeguard-trust-in-the-media
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/moment-truth-will-europes-vision-ri-survive-real-world
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/europes-industry-at-a-crossroads-can-deindustrialisation-still-be-resisted
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-financiering-voor-een-klimaatbestendige-toekomst/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260206-adaptation-makes-cents-comment-financer-ladaptation-au-changement-climatique/
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory
https://www.etui.org/events/future-work-exploring-how-digitalisation-reshapes-work-organisation-and-possible-regulatory


• 2026-02-12 | Webinar | How Regenerative & Conservation Agriculture can chart a trail for 
healthy soils and farms  

• 2026-02-24 | Just transitions at a crossroad: work, welfare and climate policies in Europe  

• 2026-02-25 | European leadership on fossil fuel phase out: Lessons learned and future 
directions  

• 2026-03-04 | Hybrid | Data centres as engines of Europe’s digital future - Can they power a 
sustainable energy transition?  

• 2026-03-18 | Designing for circularity - ESPR and the future of sustainable products  

• 2026-04-28 | Online | EIOPA Sustainable Finance Conference 2026  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2026-01-29 | 2026 Annual single market and competitiveness report   

• 2026-02-18 | EU industrial maritime strategy | EU ports strategy  

• 2026-03-04 | Gender equality strategy | Intergenerational fairness strategy  

• 2026-03-10 | Energy package - Clean energy investment strategy - Citizens energy package - 
Future development and deployment of small modular reactors in Europe  

• 2026-03-18 | 28th Regime - European Innovation Act - Communication on Integrated 
Wildfire Risk Management  

• 2026-03-26 | Tech Sovereignty Package - Strategic Roadmap for Digitalisation and AI in 
Energy - Cloud and AI Development Act - Chips Act 2 - Open Source strategy  

 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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https://ieep.eu/news/event-how-regenerative-conservation-agriculture-can-chart-a-trail-for-healthy-soils-and-farms/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-how-regenerative-conservation-agriculture-can-chart-a-trail-for-healthy-soils-and-farms/
https://www.etui.org/events/just-transitions-crossroad-work-welfare-and-climate-policies-europe
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-leadership-fossil-fuel-phase-out-lessons-learned-and-future-directions
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-leadership-fossil-fuel-phase-out-lessons-learned-and-future-directions
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/data-centres-as-engines-of-europes-digital-future-can-they-power-a-sustainable-energy-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/data-centres-as-engines-of-europes-digital-future-can-they-power-a-sustainable-energy-transition
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/designing-for-circularity-espr-and-the-future-of-sustainable-products
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2026-2026-04-28_en
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

