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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• Fourth-warmest March globally as sea surface temperatures return to near-record levels. 
(Copernicus) 

• Rising sea levels are a health crisis, and we must hold polluters to account. (Christiana 
Figueres, The Guardian) 

• ‘Non-survivable’: heatwaves are already breaching human limits, with worse to come, study 
finds. (The Guardian) 

• What are the implications of the war in Iran for the climate and energy debate? (Euractiv, 
JRC, Euractiv, ETUC, CarbonBrief, Institut Jacques Delors, Laura Rayner) 

• Wired for Security: The EU's Post-2030 Climate Architecture. (Transport & Environment) 

• Climate, conflicts and the energy transition: future security challenges. (Commission) 

• Protecting Europe from climate risks: a call for EU action. (E3G) 

• Europeans want more renewable energy, even if it means higher energy bills. (Politico) 

• Germany has become a leader in plug-in solar energy. Why is it taking so long for other 
European countries? (Euronews) 

• A new economic superpower could bring an end to fossil fuels worldwide. (Mark Hertsgaard 
and Kyle Pope, International Conference on the Just Transition Away from Fossil Fuels) 

• As Iran war exposes global dependence on fossil fuels, the biggest emitters are reaping the 
rewards. (The Guardian) 

• Could the EU tax the windfall profits of oil and gas companies? (EUobserver)  

• Commission backs a windfall tax on major energy companies to mitigate the impact of the 
energy crisis. (Politico) 

• Carbon accounting can help tackle the hidden emissions of war. (Laura-Jane Nolan) 

• Off-site renovation and collective purchasing are changing the retrofit landscape. 
(Energiesprong) 

• How social and climate objectives can be integrated into EU housing policy. (CEPS) 

• The Commission publishes new guidelines for decarbonising buildings and promoting the 
circular economy. (Commission) 

• New projects, partnerships and policy measures are needed to address risks in the rare earth 
elements supply chain. (IEA) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-fourth-warmest-march-globally-sea-surface-temperatures-return-near-record-levels
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/07/sea-level-rise-health-crisis-christiana-figueres
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/07/sea-level-rise-health-crisis-christiana-figueres
https://www.theguardian.com/society/ng-interactive/2026/apr/08/world-held-hostage-reliance-fossil-fuels-health-christiana-figueres
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/08/extreme-weather-heatwaves-breaching-human-survival-limits-study-finds
https://www.euractiv.com/news/households-face-devastating-energy-bills-due-to-iran-war-study-finds/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC146449
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-warns-spain-and-poland-over-tax-cuts-on-fuels/
https://etuc.org/en/pressrelease/workers-face-eu1800-energy-bill-hike-without-eu-action
https://www.carbonbrief.org/iran-war-analysis-how-60-nations-have-responded-to-the-global-energy-crisis/
https://institutdelors.eu/en/projets/iran-war-a-wake-up-call-for-europes-energy-transition/
https://zoe-institut.de/en/news/future-fit-policy-watch-april-2026/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/wired-for-security-the-eus-post-2030-climate-architecture
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/climate-conflict-and-energy-transition-security-challenges-ahead-2026-04-08_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.e3g.org/publications/securing-europe-against-climate-risks-the-case-for-eu-action/
https://www.politico.eu/article/poll-europeans-back-renewables-despite-higher-energy-costs/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/04/07/germany-has-become-a-leader-in-plug-in-solar-whats-taking-other-european-countries-so-long
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/07/iran-war-oil-phase-out-fossil-fuels
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/07/iran-war-oil-phase-out-fossil-fuels
https://www.fossilfueltreaty.org/first-international-conference
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/07/iran-war-global-dependence-fossil-fuels-biggest-emitters-reaping-rewards
https://euobserver.com/210166/listen-could-the-eu-tax-windfall-profits-made-by-oil-and-gas-companies/
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-backs-windfall-tax-to-cushion-fallout-from-energy-crisis/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/04/06/carbon-accounting-can-help-tackle-the-hidden-emissions-of-war/
https://www.energiesprong.org/news/off-site-renovation-and-collective-purchasing-are-changing-the-retrofit-landscape/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/how-to-integrate-social-and-climate-objectives-into-the-eus-housing-policy/
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-events/all-news/commission-publishes-new-guidance-decarbonising-buildings-and-making-them-more-circular
https://www.iea.org/news/new-projects-partnerships-and-policies-are-needed-to-address-supply-chain-risks-for-rare-earth-elements


• Electric lorries are becoming mainstream in Europe. (Transport & Environment) 

• Airlines face ‘months-long’ aviation fuel shortages, despite the ceasefire between the US and 
Iran. (Politico) 

• E-SAF, made in Europe – A source of jobs, growth and energy security. (Transport & 
Environment) 

• Breast implants, children’s toys, paint: the surprising sources of microplastics in everyday 
life. (Euronews)  

• Lifetime exposure to microplastics: From consumption to distribution in the body. An article. 

• Briefing: nitrates in drinking water. (Greenpeace) 

• Tech firms are cutting jobs and focusing on AI. It is far from certain whether this will bear 
fruit. (The Guardian) 

• The European approach to artificial intelligence policymaking. (JRC) 

• When it comes to tech’s software dependency, what does ‘Buy European’ even mean? 
(Dries Buytaert and Nicholas Gates) 

• Big tech companies and populism share a common enemy: democratic oversight. 
(Piergiuseppe Fortunato) 

• Harmonisation and collection of data for indicators in the field of well-being and 
sustainability. (ZOE Institut) 

• Determinants of well-being: a causal framework. An article. 

• What next for trade policy? (Alicia García Herrero, Politico) 

• EU fiscal models degrade strong case for clean energy. (Wester van Gaal) 

• Europe’s dependence on fossil fuels poses a risk to price stability. (ECB, Frank Elderson) 

• Banks support expansion of gas-fired power stations despite high costs. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Amid the chaos surrounding Trump, Brussels is selling more EU bonds. (Politico) 

• Assessing the contribution of sustainable financial instruments in attaining the UN SDGs. An 
article. 

• NGFS presents new tools to better understand nature-related risks. (Green Central Banking) 

• A systematic review of nature-positive instruments for climate risk transfer and financing. An 
article. 

• A golden opportunity: Corporate sustainability reporting as a key lever to address nature-
related risks. An article. 

• Halting and reversing biodiversity loss by 2030 critical to avoid disastrous effects on human 
well-being. (Frontiers) 

• Are current tools enough to tackle the ocean biodiversity crisis? (Patricia Miloslavich) 

• Why a 'No-Risk' Category Would Weaken EU's Landmark Anti-Deforestation Law (EUDR). 
(WRI) 

• The European Commission admits that the Omnibus proposal on pesticides could weaken 
health and environmental protection. (PAN) 

• A strong link has been established between exposure to pesticides and cancer. (ETUI) 

• EU Parliament’s agriculture committee greenlights ‘veggie bacon’ ban. (Politico) 

• Operational framework for food security stress tests in the EU. (JRC) 

• Fragmenting world worsens finance squeeze, reversing decades of progress on 
development, UN report warns. (IATF) 

• The next EU budget offers Europe the chance to reshape international development aid. 
(David Miliband) 

• How Vanautu’s proposed UN climate change resolution may shift climate accountability for 
decades. (Amnesty International) 
 

 

https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/electric-trucks-go-mainstream-in-europe
https://www.politico.eu/article/airlines-face-months-of-jet-fuel-trouble-despite-us-iran-ceasefire/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/e-saf-made-in-europe-a-source-of-jobs-growth-and-energy-security
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/e-saf-made-in-europe-a-source-of-jobs-growth-and-energy-security
https://www.euronews.com/2026/04/09/breast-implants-baby-toys-paint-the-surprising-everyday-sources-of-microplastics
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772416626000768
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/47949/media-briefing-nitrates-in-drinking-water/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/06/tech-layoffs-ai-work
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC146313
https://euobserver.com/210047/when-it-comes-to-techs-software-dependency-what-does-buy-european-even-mean/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/big-tech-and-populism-share-a-common-enemy-democratic-oversight
https://zoe-institut.de/en/publication/data-harmonisation-and-collection-for-wellbeing-and-sustainability-indicators/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11205-026-03816-w
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-eu-india-deal-is-not-enough-india-needs-investment-now/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-trade-boss-to-visit-us-in-april/
https://euobserver.com/210119/eu-fiscal-models-degrade-strong-case-for-clean-energy/
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/blog/date/2026/html/ecb.blog20260407~dfa96b8bfc.en.html
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/04/08/banks-back-gas-power-expansion-despite-high-costs/
https://www.politico.eu/article/trump-chaos-pushes-investors-to-buy-record-eu-debt/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43621-026-03089-w
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/04/09/ngfs-reveals-new-tools-to-understand-nature-risk/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-026-03388-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-026-02376-0
https://www.frontiersin.org/news/2026/04/09/halting-reversing-biodiversity-loss-2030-avoid-effects-human-well-being
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aeg7825
https://www.wri.org/insights/no-risk-category-would-weaken-eudr
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2026/04/eu-commission-admits-pesticide-omnibus-proposal-could-weaken-health-and
https://www.etui.org/news/strong-link-found-between-pesticide-exposure-and-cancer
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-parliament-agri-committee-greenlight-veggie-bacon-steak-ban/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC145765
https://financing.desa.un.org/iatf/news/fragmenting-world-worsens-finance-squeeze-reversing-decades-progress-development-un
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-next-eu-budget-is-europes-chance-to-reinvent-global-aid/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2026/04/a-un-climate-change-resolution-that-may-shift-climate-accountability-for-decades/


(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2026-04-13 | Online | Workers’ voices for the transition towards climate neutrality  

• 2026-04-15 | Energy sector in transition - Aligning EU ETS, climate ambitions and investment 
realities  

• 2026-04-21 | 50 Years of the Institute for European Environmental Policy  

• 2026-04-21 | Webinar | Building resilience and decarbonisation via a circular economy in 
manufacturing  

• 2026-04-21 | Policy options to create lead markets for clean, sustainable and circular 
feedstocks in the chemical industry  

• 2026-04-22 | Webinar | Biodiversity Credits in Practice: First lessons learned from piloting 
biodiversity credits in European wetlands  

• 2026-04-22 | Webinar | The Tesla effect on labour relations  

• 2026-04-22 | Hybrid | Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth: A Global Roadmap for a New 
Economy  

• 2026-04-27 | Online | Last place in the AI-first economy  

• 2026-04-28 | Online | EIOPA Sustainable Finance Conference 2026  

• 2026-04-28 | Climate change and workers' health  

• 2026-04-28 | Energy security in an age of conflict: Lessons from the Iran war for the EU  

• 2026-05-07 | Hybrid | Second workshop on the revision of the Governance Regulation  

• 2026-05-12 | Legal certainty and competitiveness: Is greater tax alignment needed in the 
EU?  

• 2026-05-12 | Advancing just transition: Tackling distributive impacts and building societal 
support  

• 2026-05-18 | Hybrid | The Climate Trial: Law and Justice on a Melting Planet  

• 2026-05-19 – 2026-05-21 | EIT RawMaterials Summit 2026  

• 2026-05-20 – 2026-05-21 | Annual European Sustainable Finance Conference  

• 2026-05-28 | Online | Energy poverty and housing in Europe – Does the EU’s evolving policy 
framework address current needs?  

• 2026-06-09 – 2026-06-11 | European Sustainable Energy Week  

• 2026-06-23 | Tech Policy Conference 2026  

• 2026-06-23 | On the road to European Organic Congress 2026: High-Level Preview  

• 2026-06-25 – 2026-06-26 | JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance, 8th edition  

• 2026-09-06 – 2026-09-08 | Eco Social Summer School 2026  

• 2026-09-17 – 2026-09-18 | European Association of Climate Law (EACL) 2nd Annual 
Conference  

• 2026-10-13 – 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2026-04-13 | Orientation debate on EU-China relations  

• 2026-04-28 | Communication on better regulation and enforcement  

• 2026-05-06 | Social package - Anti-poverty strategy - Strengthening of the Child Guarantee - 
Council Recommendation on fighting housing exclusion - Enhancing the strategy for the 
rights of persons with disabilities up to 2030  

https://www.eui.eu/events?id=586574
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-sector-in-transition-aligning-eu-ets-climate-ambitions-and-investment-realities
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-sector-in-transition-aligning-eu-ets-climate-ambitions-and-investment-realities
https://ieep.eu/news/50-years-of-the-institute-for-european-environmental-policy/
https://app.livestorm.co/mobius-business-redesign/circular-economy-manufacturing
https://app.livestorm.co/mobius-business-redesign/circular-economy-manufacturing
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/policy-options-to-create-lead-markets-for-clean-sustainable-and-circular-feedstocks-in-the-chemical-industry/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/policy-options-to-create-lead-markets-for-clean-sustainable-and-circular-feedstocks-in-the-chemical-industry/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/biodiversity-credits-practice-first-lessons-learned-piloting-biodiversity-credits-european-wetlands-2026-04-22_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/biodiversity-credits-practice-first-lessons-learned-piloting-biodiversity-credits-european-wetlands-2026-04-22_en
https://www.etui.org/events/tesla-effect-labour-relations
https://www.neep-poverty.org/event/eradicating-poverty-beyond-growth-a-global-roadmap-for-a-new-economy/
https://www.neep-poverty.org/event/eradicating-poverty-beyond-growth-a-global-roadmap-for-a-new-economy/
https://www.etui.org/events/last-place-ai-first-economy
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2026-2026-04-28_en
https://www.etui.org/events/climate-change-and-workers-health
https://big-europe.eu/events/2026-04-28-energy-security-in-an-age-of-conflict-lessons-from-the-iran-war-for-the-eu
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/events/second-workshop-revision-governance-regulation-2026-05-07_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/legal-certainty-and-competitiveness-is-greater-tax-alignment-needed-in-the-eu
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/legal-certainty-and-competitiveness-is-greater-tax-alignment-needed-in-the-eu
https://ieep.eu/news/event-advancing-just-transition-tackling-distributive-impacts-and-building-societal-support/
https://ieep.eu/news/event-advancing-just-transition-tackling-distributive-impacts-and-building-societal-support/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/events/the-climate-trial-law-and-justice-on-a-melting-planet/
https://eitrmsummit.com/
https://www.afme.eu/events/events-calendar/annual-european-sustainable-finance-conference/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/tech-policy-conference-2026
https://www.organicseurope.bio/news/preview-european-organic-congress-2026/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-8th-edition-2026-06-25_en
https://www.etui.org/events/eco-social-summer-school-2026
https://www.greendealnet.eu/European-Association-of-Climate-Law-2nd-Annual-Conference
https://www.greendealnet.eu/European-Association-of-Climate-Law-2nd-Annual-Conference
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026


• 2026-05-13 | Global health resilience initiative | Passengers package - Multimodal Digital 
Mobility Services - Single Digital Booking and Ticketing - Revision of the Regulation on rail 
passengers’ rights and obligations  

• 2026-05-19 | Energy package - Strengthening energy security - Electrification action plan - 
Heating and cooling strategy  

• 2026-05-27 | Tech Sovereignty Package - Strategic Roadmap for Digitalisation and AI in 
Energy - Cloud and AI Development - Chips Act 2 - Open Source strategy  
 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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