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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

Current affairs

Whiplash weather: Europe hit with second-warmest March on record after 'exceptionally
wet' February. (Euronews, Copernicus)

The likelihood of the crucial Atlantic current collapsing is significantly higher than previously
thought. (The Guardian)

Are we heading for a ‘super El Nifio’ — and what can we expect? (The Guardian)

Research shows how climate neutrality can be achieved by 2050. (Oko-Institut)

Fossil fuels are causing a cost crisis for households, businesses and countries. Clean energy is
the solution. After all, sunlight and wind do not depend on vulnerable sea straits. (Simon
Stiell)

From energy crisis to energy security thanks to renewable energy sources. (IRENA)

Q&A: How government responses to the energy crisis risk repeating past mistakes. (New
Climate Institute)

Governance challenges for a rapid and just transition to solar energy. An article.

EU plans emergency state aid rule change to address soaring energy costs. (Politico,
Commission, Euractiv)

The war in Iran has led to an EU proposal to reduce electricity taxes and stimulate the green
transition. (Euronews)

Global shocks have led to a sharp increase in energy policy activity and public spending. (IEA)
Revision of the EU energy security framework — Key points for implementation. A briefing.
Security experts are urging the IEA to step up its response to the energy crisis. (Qil Change
International)

Greenhouse gas reduction targets for 2040 and energy transitions in line with the European
Green Deal. An article. (Phys)

Fossil fuels have become a macroeconomic risk. (Andreas Sieber)

$30m an hour: big oil reaping huge war windfall from consumers, analysis finds. (The
Guardian)

European civil society calls for taxation of oil companies’ exceptional profits. (Transport &
Environment, Institut Veblen, EEB)
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https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-plans-emergency-state-aid-rule-change-to-address-energy-crisis/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_804
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-pitches-state-subsidy-bonanza-to-combat-iran-war-energy-shock/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/04/16/iran-war-sparks-eu-proposal-to-reduce-tax-on-electricity-and-encourage-green-transition
https://www.iea.org/news/global-shocks-have-driven-a-surge-in-energy-policy-activity-and-government-spending
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)774724
https://oilchange.org/news/security-experts-urge-iea-to-step-up-energy-crisis-response/
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The first conference on the transition away from fossil fuels — 24-29 April 2026, Santa
Marta, Colombia. Briefing, Euronews, CIEL, Cecilia Requena and Juan Pablo Osornio, CAN
Europe, CIEL, WWE.

Interventions in the EU ETS are not a suitable way of reducing electricity prices. (Oko-
Institut)

Parliamentary negotiator rejects CO, import tariff suspension loophole. (Euractiv)

A new report shows that including waste incineration in the EU Emissions Trading System
will not lead to more waste being sent to landfill. (Zero Waste Europe)

Adjustments to the EU Emissions Trading System for stationary installations, aviation and
maritime transport. A briefing.

EU carbon tax risks penalising efficient producers over data gaps. (Nicolas Endress)

Do climate-related disasters accelerate mitigation policy, or might they actually slow it
down? An article.

Circularity Gap Report 2026: The value gap. (Circle Economy)

Circular construction policy is essential to halting the loss of nature in cities, according to a
new report by the IUCN. (IUCN)

A global typology for assessing the socio-economic impacts of the circular economy. An
article.

How data infrastructures are becoming a key pillar of a well-functioning circular economy.
(Wuppertal Institute)

Leaked: the car industry’s latest demands could cost the EU an extra €74 billion in oil
imports. (Transport & Environment)

Interest in electric cars is surging in Europe as fuel prices soar following the war with Iran.
(The Guardian)

EU omnibus law for the automotive sector. A briefing.

Road tolls and CO, charges: the impact on the total cost of ownership of trucks in Europe.
(ICCT)

The aviation fuel crisis is a ‘primary concern’ for the EU as the war with Iran continues.
(Euractiv)

Airlines cancel flights, ground planes as jet fuel shock hits Europe. (Politico)

Which financial policy instruments can ensure that sustainable aviation fuels take off in the
European Union? (ICCT)

Green and affordable products are booming, so why can’t you find them? (META)

US tech firms successfully lobbied EU to keep datacentre emissions secret. (EUobserver, The
Guardian)

Data centre electricity use surged in 2025, even with tightening bottlenecks driving a
scramble for solutions. (IEA)

Al is destroying jobs — and the energy crisis could make that much worse. (Larry Elliott)

EU agrees to double tariffs on foreign steel. (Euractiv, EP, Commission, Council)

Richer EU countries are gaining the upper hand in the battle for the €400 billion
Competitiveness Fund. (Euractiv)

Electrotechnologies for Defossilisation of Industrial Thermal and Manufacturing Processes.
An article.

The Clean Industrial Deal as a new phase in EU climate policy: an assessment of the scope
and impact of the CPI. An article.

The European Court of Auditors questions the design and impact of the Temporary
Decarbonisation Fund. (ECA)

Better protection for workers against exposure to chemicals. (EP)

Policy on a just transition in the EU. A report. (SciencesPo)

Just distribution in and post sustainability transition. An article.
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https://www.politico.eu/article/airlines-cancel-flights-ground-planes-jet-fuel-shock-hits-europe/
https://theicct.org/what-financial-policy-levers-can-help-sustainable-aviation-fuels-take-off-in-the-eu-apr26/
https://meta.eeb.org/2026/04/15/green-and-affordable-products-are-booming-so-why-cant-you-find-them/
https://euobserver.com/211609/how-big-tech-wrote-secrecy-into-eu-law-to-hide-data-centres-environmental-toll/
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https://www.iea.org/news/data-centre-electricity-use-surged-in-2025-even-with-tightening-bottlenecks-driving-a-scramble-for-solutions
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/16/ai-destroying-jobs-energy-crisis-worse-doomsday-scenario
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-agrees-to-double-tariffs-on-foreign-steel/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260413IPR40607/new-measures-to-protect-eu-steel-market-from-global-overcapacity
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260414IPR40825/improved-protection-for-workers-against-their-exposure-to-chemicals
https://www.sciencespo.fr/chair-sustainable-development/news/new-working-paper-just-transition-policy-in-the-eu/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-026-00374-2

Explained: why investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) matters for the energy transition.
(E3G)

Europe must tackle ISDS as a structural barrier to a just transition. (CAN Europe)

Investor protection that stands in the way of climate action. (SOMO)

Does productivity growth promote environmental sustainability? The role of financial
development. An article.

How the new EU taxonomy rules are reforming sustainability reporting. (EY)

The Commission’s attempt to ‘simplify’ the EU taxonomy risks resulting in a weaker, but not
simpler, framework. (WWF)

The feasibility of a 28" tax system and its potential to support the EU’s competitiveness. A
study. (Briefing)

With oil price shocks resulting from the war in Iran, the ECB is considering its next moves.
(Green Central Banking)

Why climate measures make Europe more competitive. (EIB)

Regulators must prevent private finance from stalling the fossil fuel phaseout. (Reclaim
Finance)

The macroeconomic case for investing in climate adaptation. An article.

Transition finance must be at the core of sustainable disclosures reform. (Frédéric
Ducoulombier)

Long-term EU budget: MEPs want a 10% increase to support the EU’s priorities. (EP)

Green monetary policy and the creation of new money for the green transition. An article.
Financing nature-positive measures in Europe. (EPC)

How a global action plan can deliver on the promise to halt deforestation. (Marcelo Behar)
Access to trees is becoming a luxury in European cities. (Politico)

Certification of permanent carbon removal in the EU: state of play in the implementation of
the EU Regulation on carbon removal and carbon farming. A briefing.

Extensive grazing: essential for one in three protected habitats in Europe. (EEA)

What do Europeans expect from farmers? An empirical analysis of citizens’ priorities and the
Common Agricultural Policy. An article.

Don’t mention the climate: Trump creates ‘beyond absurd’ situation at global finance talks.
(The Guardian)

Countries in the Global South are trapped in a debt trap due to fossil fuels. (Oil Change
International)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2026-04-21 | 50 Years of the Institute for European Environmental Policy

2026-04-21 | Webinar | Building resilience and decarbonisation via a circular economy in
manufacturing

2026-04-21 | Policy options to create lead markets for clean, sustainable and circular
feedstocks in the chemical industry

2026-04-22 | Webinar | Biodiversity Credits in Practice: First lessons learned from piloting
biodiversity credits in European wetlands

2026-04-22 | Webinar | The Tesla effect on labour relations

2026-04-22 | Hybrid | Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth: A Global Roadmap for a New
Economy

2026-04-24 — 2026-04-29 | Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels



https://www.e3g.org/news/explained-why-investor-state-dispute-settlement-isds-matters-for-the-energy-transition/
https://caneurope.org/publications/policy-brief-europe-must-address-isds-as-a-systemic-barrier-to-a-just-transition/
https://www.somo.nl/investor-protection-blocking-climate-action/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sd.71037
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/13/dont-mention-the-climate-trump-creates-beyond-absurd-situation-at-global-finance-talks
https://oilchange.org/news/global-south-nations-are-trapped-in-a-sinkhole-of-debt-due-to-fossil-fuels/
https://oilchange.org/news/global-south-nations-are-trapped-in-a-sinkhole-of-debt-due-to-fossil-fuels/
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2026-04-27 | Online | Last place in the Al-first economy

2026-04-28 | Online | EIOPA Sustainable Finance Conference 2026

2026-04-28 | Climate change and workers' health

2026-04-28 | Energy security in an age of conflict: Lessons from the Iran war for the EU
2026-05-07 | Hybrid | Second workshop on the revision of the Governance Regulation
2026-05-12 | Legal certainty and competitiveness: Is greater tax alignment needed in the
EU?

2026-05-12 | Advancing just transition: Tackling distributive impacts and building societal
support

2026-05-12 | Hybrid | Designing Europe’s next EU budget - How can the 2028-2034 MFF
support competitiveness and resilience?

2026-05-18 | Hybrid | The Climate Trial: Law and Justice on a Melting Planet

2026-05-19 — 2026-05-21 | EIT RawMaterials Summit 2026

2026-05-20 — 2026-05-21 | Annual European Sustainable Finance Conference
2026-05-28 | Online | Energy poverty and housing in Europe — Does the EU’s evolving policy
framework address current needs?

2026-06-02 | The Future of Smart Energy Management in Europe

2026-06-04 | Green molecules — How can they strengthen Europe’s energy security and
industrial competitiveness?

2026-06-09 — 2026-06-11 | European Sustainable Energy Week

2026-06-23 | Tech Policy Conference 2026

2026-06-23 | On the road to European Organic Congress 2026: High-Level Preview
2026-06-25 — 2026-06-26 | JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance, 8th edition
2026-09-06 — 2026-09-08 | Eco Social Summer School 2026

2026-09-17 — 2026-09-18 | European Association of Climate Law (EACL) 2nd Annual
Conference

2026-10-13 — 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-04-22 | Communication on energy issues

2026-04-28 | Communication on better regulation and enforcement

2026-05-06 | Social package - Anti-poverty strategy - Strengthening of the Child Guarantee -
Council Recommendation on fighting housing exclusion - Enhancing the strategy for the
rights of persons with disabilities up to 2030

2026-05-13 | Global health resilience initiative | Passengers package - Multimodal Digital
Mobility Services - Single Digital Booking and Ticketing - Revision of the Regulation on rail
passengers’ rights and obligations

2026-05-19 | Energy package - Strengthening energy security - Electrification action plan
2026-05-27 | Tech Sovereignty Package - Strategic Roadmap for Digitalisation and Al in
Energy - Cloud and Al Development - Chips Act 2 - Open Source strategy



https://www.etui.org/events/last-place-ai-first-economy
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/media/events/eiopa-sustainable-finance-conference-2026-2026-04-28_en
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https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-smart-energy-management-in-europe
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/green-molecules-how-can-they-strengthen-europes-energy-security-and-industrial-competitiveness
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/green-molecules-how-can-they-strengthen-europes-energy-security-and-industrial-competitiveness
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/tech-policy-conference-2026
https://www.organicseurope.bio/news/preview-european-organic-congress-2026/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance/jrc-summer-school-sustainable-finance-8th-edition-2026-06-25_en
https://www.etui.org/events/eco-social-summer-school-2026
https://www.greendealnet.eu/European-Association-of-Climate-Law-2nd-Annual-Conference
https://www.greendealnet.eu/European-Association-of-Climate-Law-2nd-Annual-Conference
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026

frdo
cfdd

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD
in any way.

ARCHIVE BRIEFING European Green Deal



https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/newsletters/

