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Discours du Ministre – Conférence du CFDD sur les crédits nature 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Mister Chairman of the Federal Council for Sustainable Development, 

Representatives of the agricultural sector, the business community, the financial sector 

and civil society, 

Dear guests, 

I am particularly pleased to be with you today for this conference dedicated to nature 

credits, a topic that is now taking a central place in European discussions on the 

ecological transition and biodiversity financing. 

I would like to warmly thank the Federal Council for Sustainable Development for 

organising this event and for the essential role it plays in creating spaces for dialogue 

between public authorities, economic actors, scientists and civil society organisations. 

Because it is precisely this ability to work together that will determine our collective 

capacity to respond to one of the greatest challenges of our time: the accelerating 

erosion of biodiversity. 

Today, we know that the degradation of nature is no longer an abstract or distant issue. 

It is visible, tangible and measurable. 

Soils are being depleted. 

Pollinators are disappearing. 

Droughts and floods are becoming more frequent and more severe. 

Ecosystems are gradually losing their capacity to protect us and support human 

activities. 

And behind this environmental reality lie very concrete consequences for our societies: 

risks to our food systems, our health, our economic security and our collective stability. 

Biodiversity is not a luxury. 

It is the invisible infrastructure that underpins our prosperity. 
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Without healthy soils, there is no sustainable agriculture. 

Without pollination, there is no food security. 

Without resilient ecosystems, there is no true economic resilience. 

The figures speak for themselves. 

More than half of global GDP depends on services provided by nature. 

At the European level, nearly two-thirds of economic added value relies on ecosystems. 

And around 72% of European companies depend heavily on the proper functioning of 

biodiversity. 

At the same time, warning signals are multiplying. 

In Belgium, only 14.6% of the territory currently benefits from official nature protection 

status, which remains below European targets. 

And our citizens clearly perceive this degradation. The biodiversity barometer conducted 

by my administration shows that 88% of respondents believe biodiversity loss will impact 

their lives. Nearly one-third even consider that impact to be significant. 

This concern is legitimate. 

Because behind biodiversity lies, in reality, a question of security, stability and 

sovereignty. 

Faced with this situation, one question now arises before us: how can we effectively 

finance nature restoration? 

The needs are immense. 

Public policies have a fundamental role to play, and they will continue to do so. But we 

also know that traditional public budgets alone will not be sufficient to meet the scale of 

the investments required. 

It is in this context that the European Commission presented its roadmap on nature 

credits. This initiative opens an essential debate: how can we create mechanisms 

capable of directing greater financial flows toward the protection and restoration of 

ecosystems? 
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The underlying idea is simple: to recognise and reward concrete actions that generate 

measurable benefits for biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

But behind this relatively simple idea lie major challenges of credibility, fairness and 

effectiveness. 

And it is precisely around these challenges that I would like to structure my remarks 

today through three key messages which, in my view, should guide our collective 

reflection on nature credits. 

 

First message: the question of financing can no longer be avoided 

The first reality we must face is that financing nature restoration has become an 

increasingly urgent issue. 

We know what needs to be done. 

We know that restoring soils, protecting wetlands, maintaining hedgerows, developing 

agroforestry or supporting regenerative and organic agriculture generates considerable 

benefits for society as a whole. 

But we also know that these transformations come at a cost. 

And these costs often fall on actors who, paradoxically, already operate with limited 

economic margins. I am thinking in particular of farmers. 

They are on the front line of climate change and biodiversity loss. 

They manage soils, water, landscapes and natural infrastructure. 

And many of them are already engaged in significant transitions that are proving 

effective. 

But these transitions require investments, involve risks and sometimes lead to reduced 

yields. 

We must therefore collectively ask ourselves a fundamental question: how can we 

broaden biodiversity financing without weakening public action? 
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Because we must be very clear: mobilising more private-sector financing does not mean 

public disengagement. 

The State must continue to play its role. 

Public policies must remain the foundation of the ecological transition. 

Collective responsibility cannot be entirely transferred to market mechanisms. 

But we must also recognise that the scale of the challenge requires us to activate 

additional complementary levers. 

The real question is no longer whether biodiversity should be financed. 

The real question is now: how can we do it properly? 

How can we create mechanisms capable of attracting additional investments while 

preserving the public interest? 

How can we ensure that these mechanisms strengthen public action rather than replace 

it? 

How can we design tools that genuinely support ecosystem restoration? 

That is the core debate we must have today. 

 

Second message: without credibility and trust, nature credits will not work 

The second message I would like to convey concerns trust. 

Because the credibility of these mechanisms will be absolutely decisive. 

And I want to be very clear on this point: rigour is not a technical detail. 

It is a condition for political and social legitimacy. 

If nature credits are perceived as opaque instruments, insufficiently controlled or 

primarily serving communication strategies, they will quickly become socially 

unacceptable. 

We have already seen in other areas how accusations of greenwashing can undermine 

public trust and discredit mechanisms that may nevertheless be useful. 
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This is why we must ask the right questions from the outset. 

How do we avoid greenwashing? 

How do we guarantee that environmental benefits are real, measurable and durable? 

What standards should govern these mechanisms? 

What controls should be put in place? 

How do we ensure transparency in financing? 

Because a nature credit cannot simply be a declaration of intent. 

It must correspond to a concrete environmental improvement that is verifiable and 

scientifically robust. 

We must also avoid another pitfall: using nature credits as a way to offset avoidable 

environmental damage elsewhere. 

Protecting biodiversity cannot become an implicit licence to continue degrading 

ecosystems. 

Nature credits must be part of a genuine transformation of economic practices. 

And this requires strict rules, strong governance and full transparency. 

Because ultimately, the central question is this: how do we build a mechanism that 

citizens, farmers, businesses and investors can genuinely trust? 

Without that trust, no system will function sustainably. 

 

Third message: nature credits must benefit those who are genuinely acting on the 

ground 

Finally, the third message I would like to share concerns the concrete purpose of nature 

credits. 

We must avoid a fundamental mistake: creating a financial product disconnected from 

realities on the ground. 

The primary objective must remain clear: supporting real action for nature restoration. 
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And this raises an essential question: who should truly benefit from nature credits? 

In my view, those who take the risks, those who change their practices, those who 

concretely restore ecosystems, must be the primary beneficiaries of these mechanisms. 

I am thinking of farmers, of course, but also managers of natural areas, foresters, local 

actors and all those directly working in the territories. 

Because there is a real risk that value may be captured by intermediaries. 

We must ensure that the money intended to support nature restoration is not absorbed 

elsewhere along the economic chain. 

Let us take a concrete example: if the additional revenues linked to nature credits simply 

translate into higher prices for equipment or inputs required for sustainable practices, 

then we will have missed the original objective. 

Likewise, we must ensure that these mechanisms are not used merely to compensate 

for the shortcomings of other actors, without providing tangible benefits to those who 

are genuinely carrying out transition efforts. 

The question of fair remuneration is therefore central. 

How can we ensure that financing genuinely reaches the field? 

How can we ensure that farmers are fairly remunerated for the ecosystem services they 

provide to society? 

How can we prevent administrative or financial complexity from discouraging the actors 

most directly concerned? 

These are not secondary questions. 

They will determine both the acceptability and the effectiveness of the system. 

Because we will not succeed in the ecological transition against local actors. 

We will succeed with them. 

 

Conclusion 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are today at a turning point. 

The degradation of biodiversity compels us to fundamentally rethink both our 

relationship with nature and the way we finance its protection and restoration. 

Nature credits are not a miracle solution. 

They will never replace public policies. 

They will not, on their own, solve the biodiversity crisis. 

But they can become a useful complementary tool, capable of directing more resources 

toward concrete and positive actions for ecosystems. 

Provided, however, that three fundamental requirements are respected: 

First, we must never lose sight of the public interest and the central role of public action. 

Second, we must build credible, transparent and rigorous mechanisms capable of 

inspiring trust. 

Finally, we must ensure that the benefits of these mechanisms genuinely support those 

who restore nature on the ground. 

Today, we have a collective responsibility. 

But we also have an opportunity. 

The opportunity to reconcile economy and biodiversity. 

The opportunity to finally recognise that nature is not an accessory cost, but the very 

foundation of our prosperity and stability. 

Because preserving ecosystems does not mean slowing development. 

It means securing our future. 

Thank you for your commitment, for your work and for the discussions that will take 

place today. I will be very pleased to read the conclusions and reflections emerging from 

this conference. 

Thank you for your attention. 


