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Why and how private actors 
invest in nature restoration



Agenda
ǒ Who are we

ǒ What is happening

ƺ Status of nature and biodiversity in Belgium

ƺ Sense of urgency on climate and biodiversity

ǒ What can we do & what does it bring

ƺ Nature Based Solutions

ǒ How do we finance

ƺ Status and ambition

ƺ Business for Nature



Natuurpunt , did you know?

30.092 ha

in nature 

management

713 nature 

reserves

36.125

volunteers

612

professionals

125.000

members

25.500

follow a course 

yearly

17 visitors 

centers

Cooperate

with

780 farmers



Biodiversity
Thediversity in living

creatures, plants,

animals that live on

earth in different

ecosystems

ǒ Species diversity : +/- 40.500 recorded species

The state of nature in Belgium

ǒ Ecosystems : include forests (Ardennes), 

wetlands (Zwin, High Fens), coastal dunes, 

heaths, and grasslands

ǒ Protected areas : 2.018 sites, including 

310 Natura 2000 sites, safeguarding key 

habitats



Belgium, state of habitats *

ǒ Over 75% of terrestrial habitats and nearly 100% of dunes 

and marshes are in "unfavorable -bad" condition

ǒ Belgium worst in class

* Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)  & European Environment Agency



Main causes of biodiversity loss

ǒ Habitat loss & fragmentation

ǒ Climate change : heatwaves, droughtsɎ

ǒ Pollution : pesticides, nitrogen depositionɎ

ǒ Invasive species : e.g. Asian hornet, Chinese 

mitten crabɎ

ǒ Overexploitation

ǒ Lack of protection & management 



Ecosystem services > 

economic valueɁ

benefiting both the 

economy and society

at large

Importance
of biodiversity



ǒ Ecosystems play a key role in 

the economy

ǒ Natural capital is no longer 

a guaranteed asset; the 

reliable flow of ecosystem 

services is at risk

ǒ Operational and supply 

chain resilience is 

compromised when nature 

fails to deliver

Ecosystems<> economy



Ecosystem services: examples on what companies rely on

Freshwater >

beverage industries

Freshwater >

cooling data centers

Food & biomass >

agri-food sector

Pollination > production of >75% of 

global food crop types

Soil fertility >

agriculture

Water purification >

Natural filtration for e.g. drinkwater

management



Climate and biodiversity are linked



ǒ Today, seven out of 

nine boundaries have 

been transgressed.

Planetary
boundaries

© Stockholm Resilience Centre | 2025 

update to the Planetary boundaries



Water stress in Belgium
Belgium (Brussels and Flanders in particular) is an exceptionally high 

water stressed region .
Flanders and Brussels are among the regions with the highest Baseline Water stress 

in Europe.



The biodiversity crisis is 
already impacting the 
economy

ǒ Risksand risk 

categories shifting over 

time



Biodiversity loss: risks and impacts on companies
ǒ Operational risk : disruption of supply chains

ǒ Regulatory & legal risk : governments are tightening rules (e.g. EU Nature 

Restoration Law / CSRD). Companies failing to adapt face fines or lose permits.

ǒ Physical risk : Nature acts as a buffer. Loss of wetlands increases flood risks 

for coastal or riverside infrastructure - a major concern in Flanders and 

Wallonia.



What can we do?
And what does nature restoration bring ?
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Biodiversity gain

Positive impact on healthCO2 capture

Protection against 
floodings

Keeps water to overcome 
drought

Water and air quality 
improvement

Vito study: 1ɚ invested 
gives a return of 8 -51ɚ to 
society

Job creation in recreation

Nature restoration leads to several wins
Investing in nature restoration thrives biodiversity



Nature basedsolutions
ǒ Deliver sustainable benefits for climate, 

biodiversity, and human well -being

ǒ More concrete:

ƺ Many nature reserves are super sponges

ƺ Peatlands are true carbon sinks : with 30 tons of 

carbon in the soil/ha, they store more CO2 than any 

other biotope, incl. tropical forest.

ƺ Wet natural areas act as super air conditioners

ƺ Living and working near natural areas guarantuees a 

healthier population (Cambridge Univ.).



Natuurpunt partnering  
with companies
ǒ In 2025, we collaborated with 91 private 

companies on nature restoration projects.

ǒ We categorize our projects into 3 clusters :

ƺ Water : wetland restoration

ƺ Climate : reforestation and peatland 
restoration

ƺ Biodiversity : species protection (e.g. 
supporting wild bees)

ǒ Companies seek impact : litres of water, tonnes
of carbonɎ



Wetland restoration
Investing in wetland protection



ǒ Wetlands offer important solutions for climate 

mitigation , water quality , water stress and 

biodiversity crisis.

ǒ Wetlands contribute significantly to carbon storage .

ǒ Natuurpunt has developed a wetland restoration 

plan : restoring 1500 ha, now in bad shape, spread over 

18 nature reserves. 

ǒ We combine public and private funds :

EU LIFE Projets | EU Interreg | Private partners

Wetland restoration





https://www.youtube.com/shorts/t2gonqfI0lQ





How to finance
Status and ambition



Finance for
biodiversity in BE 
ǒ First analysis (2023) shows severe 

biodiversity finance gap in BE

ǒ Additional financial means and

human resources are needed to

reach our EU and international

obligations on nature & biodiversity

Source: Onze natuur is goud waard, WWF -België, 2023

https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard


BE biodiversity finance 
plan in development

ǒ EU funded work to 
support BE 
administrations

ǒ Detailed analysis of current 
financing ecosystem & 
needs

ǒ Creating portfolio of 10 -20 
key high impact finance 
solutions to close gap  



Timeline

Jan 2026

Stakeholder 
event

Mar-Jun 2026
Prioritization
Development of 

draft short list

Feb 2026
BE long list
incl. feasibility check

Jul 2026
Final short list

Jul - Nov 2026

Development 
technical 
proposals

Nov 2026

BE finance 
solution 
portfolio



ǒ Landscape sharing is the key

ǒ Integrate nature into every part of the landscape

�:�����������	�������‡��strategic vision
for nature restoration


