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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

Current affairs

The UN backs a historic resolution on the climate crisis, despite attempts by the US to block
it. (Ingmar Rentzhog, The Guardian, CIEL, UN News, Amnesty International, CAN
International, Reuters, Earth.org, Euronews, Climate Home News, Client Earth)

Experts are calling on the WHO to declare the climate crisis a global public health
emergency. (The Guardian, WHO)

Floods with compounding hazards increased almost threefold in 30 years. (JRC)

New scenarios are needed to tackle the climate crisis. (Stockholm Resilience Centre)
Factcheck: Trump’s false claims about the IPCC and the ‘RCP8.5’ climate scenario.
(CarbonBrief, Euronews)

The ocean system no one has heard of that could destabilise Europe. (EUobserver, Science)
Inequalities in the healthcare sector’s carbon footprint and their implications for demand-
side measures: a global assessment across different population groups. An article.
Achieving the EU’s 2030 climate and energy targets. (Ecologic)

Electrification as the driver of the next phase of the energy transition. (IRENA)

A mantra emerges for this year’s climate COP: Electrify the world. (Politico)

Europe’s energy crisis solar savings pass €10 billion. (SolarPower Europe)

Every euro of government support for wind energy generates €7 for the European economy
annually. (WindEurope)

Blocked sunlight and variable cloud cover: how coal pollution undermines our solar energy
potential. (Euronews)

Households in the EU could save ‘more than €2,200’ a year by switching to heat pumps and
electric cars. (Euronews, Concito)

The war in Iran reminds us: we will never achieve energy independence with fossil fuels.
(Lloyd Doggett and Michael Shank)

Why Trump’s $2 billion buyout to scrap offshore wind farms is a bad deal for US taxpayers
and the US energy supply. (Christopher Niezrecki, Ben Link and Zoe Getman-Pickering)
European offshore wind energy is vulnerable to attacks. Who is responsible for its security?
(Euronews)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.forbes.com/sites/we-dont-have-time/2026/05/17/vanuatus-legal-battle-against-climate-superpowers-heads-to-the-un/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/21/un-vote-support-icj-world-court-climate-change-opinion
https://www.ciel.org/news/global-civil-society-groups-welcome-the-un-climate-accountability-resolution-vote/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/05/1167561
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/05/new-un-climate-accountability-resolution-an-important-step-in-advancing-climate-justice/
https://climatenetwork.org/2026/05/20/can-welcomes-unga-icjao-on-climate-change-vote/
https://climatenetwork.org/2026/05/20/can-welcomes-unga-icjao-on-climate-change-vote/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/un-backs-world-court-climate-opinion-us-among-few-oppose-2026-05-20/
https://earth.org/landmark-moment-for-climate-justice-un-general-assembly-backs-historic-world-court-climate-ruling/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/21/petrostates-tried-to-squash-this-historic-climate-ruling-the-un-just-voted-to-back-it
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/21/un-general-assembly-backs-climate-obligations-set-by-worlds-top-court/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press-releases/historic-un-vote-translates-climate-ruling-from-world-s-highest-court-into-domestic-ambition/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/16/who-should-declare-climate-crisis-global-public-health-emergency-experts-say
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/17-05-2026-climate-change-is-a-health-crisis---and-fixing-it-is-a-health-opportunity
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/floods-compounding-hazards-increased-almost-threefold-30-years-2026-05-20_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-05-15-new-scenarios-needed-to-address-climate-crisis.html
https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-trumps-false-claims-about-the-ipcc-and-rcp8-5-climate-scenario/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/19/worst-case-global-warming-projection-cut-by-1c-as-cheap-solar-and-wind-slash-emissions
https://euobserver.com/216479/the-ocean-system-no-one-has-heard-of-that-could-destabilise-europe/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adx4298
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(26)00029-X/fulltext
https://www.ecologic.eu/20449
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2026/May/Electrification-to-Lead-the-Next-Phase-of-Energy-Transition
https://www.politico.eu/article/mantra-cop31-electricity-climate/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/europe-s-energy-crisis-solar-savings-pass-10-billion
https://windeurope.org/news/every-e1-of-public-funding-for-wind-delivers-e7-annually-to-europes-economy/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/15/blocked-sunlight-and-changing-clouds-how-coal-pollution-is-damaging-our-solar-potential
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/18/eu-households-could-save-more-than-2200-every-year-by-switching-to-heat-pumps-and-evs
https://concito.dk/en/news/electrification-is-the-most-powerful-tool-to-protect-europeans-from-energy-shocks
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/may/18/iran-war-energy-independence-fossil-fuels
https://theconversation.com/why-trumps-2-billion-buyoff-to-cancel-offshore-wind-farms-is-a-bad-deal-for-american-taxpayers-and-the-us-energy-supply-282456
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/16/europes-offshore-wind-power-is-vulnerable-to-attacks-who-is-responsible-for-protecting-it

EU rush to fix energy crisis risks stripping citizens and nature of legal protections.
(EUobserver)

‘Huge profits’: Christian leaders slam fossil fuel giants and call for an exceptional EU windfall
tax. (Euronews)

Major new gas deal promises ‘flexible’ power — but is it locking Europe into more fossil
fuels? (Euronews)

The EU Trades One Gas Dependence for Another. (Tom Bauermann)

UK ‘built for climate that no longer exists’ and needs urgent changes to survive global
heating, report warns. (The Guardian, Fiona Harvey, Kate Williamson en Magnus Benzie,
CarbonBrief)

The American epoch of oil is collapsing. What comes next could be ugly. (Jonathan Watts)
The Commission is organising a high-level roundtable with stakeholders on the review of the
EU Emissions Trading System. (Commission)

Striking the right balance — a balanced reform of the European Union’s Emissions Trading
System. (Oko-Institut)

Climate action is essential for affordable housing, but the decarbonisation of buildings is
stalling. (UNEP)

A systematic literature review on modular construction and the circular economy: barriers,
factors promoting multifunctionality and interactions between systems. An article.

Plastic food and drink packaging is ‘the most common type of litter found on the world’s
coastlines’. (The Guardian, article)

Rainforests are being pushed to their limits by new demand for raw materials, according to a
report. (The Guardian, Rainforest Foundation)

The circular economy offers the EU a win-win situation in terms of the environment and the
economy. (EEA)

New report warns that the EU’s circular economy law risks encouraging hazardous waste in
the construction sector. (Zero Waste Europe)

The new bottom line: policy tools to scale up the resale and repair of fashion. (Ellen
MacArthur Foundation)

Almost 30% of cars sold this year will be electric, as countries and consumers respond to the
energy crisis. (IEA, Climate Home News)

Why European car manufacturers could miss out on the global rise of electric cars. (Julia
Poliscanova)

The economic aspects of smart home charging for electric cars: an overview and research
agenda. An article.

EU car industry: will a ‘made in Europe’ remedy help? (ETUI)

Can the EU really improve cross-border rail travel? (EUobserver)

The EU Passenger Package offers rail an excellent opportunity to realise its full potential.
(Youth on Track Coalition)

EU aviation strategy. A response. (Transport & Environment)

Trends and challenges in environmental sustainability in European ports. An article.
Revision of REACH Regulation officially abandoned. (ETUI)

Polluters have knives out again for the forever chemicals ban (PFAS). (CEQ)

MEPs are demanding that the Commission put an end to the ‘illegal’ secrecy surrounding the
carbon footprint of data centres. (Investigate Europe, EUobserver)

Companies are hyping Al the same way they talked up sustainability, but there are ways to
fix that. (Suvrat Dhanorkar)

A crowded legislative spring for the green transition? (ETUI)

Industrial Accelerator Act. A briefing.



https://euobserver.com/216920/eu-rush-to-fix-energy-crisis-risks-stripping-citizens-and-nature-of-legal-protections/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/21/colossal-profits-christian-leaders-lambast-fossil-fuel-giants-as-they-demand-eu-windfall-t
https://www.euronews.com/2026/05/20/major-new-gas-deal-promises-flexible-power-but-is-it-locking-europe-into-more-fossil-fuels
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-eu-trades-one-gas-dependence-for-another
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/20/uk-built-for-climate-that-no-longer-exists-and-needs-urgent-changes-to-survive-global-heating-report-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/may/20/britain-must-think-like-a-hot-country-otherwise-inequalities-will-only-grow
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/18/the-uk-faces-growing-climate-threats-where-is-the-response-to-match/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/ccc-investing-in-urgent-uk-adaptation-action-cheaper-than-climate-damages/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/may/17/america-china-energy-oil-renewables
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-other-reads/news/commission-holds-high-level-stakeholder-roundtable-eu-ets-review-2026-05-18_en
https://www.oeko.de/en/news/press-releases/getting-the-balance-right-reforming-the-european-unions-emissions-trading-system-in-an-even-way/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/climate-action-key-affordable-housing-buildings-decarbonisation
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/18/10/4969
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/20/plastic-food-drink-packaging-worlds-most-common-coastal-litter
https://www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(26)00113-2
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/20/rainforests-pushed-to-breaking-point-by-new-demands-for-resources-report-says
https://www.regnskog.no/en/news/the-tropical-deforestation-outlook-report-paths-to-avoid-profit-driven-rainforest-collapse
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/circular-economy-offers-the-eu-win-win
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/press-release/new-report-warns-eu-circular-economy-act-risks-promoting-hazardous-waste-in-construction/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/policy-levers-for-resale-and-repair/report
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/policy-levers-for-resale-and-repair/report
https://www.iea.org/news/close-to-30-of-cars-sold-this-year-are-set-to-be-electric-as-countries-and-consumers-respond-to-energy-crisis
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/20/electric-car-sales-race-ahead-in-se-asia-and-latin-america-amid-oil-supply-crisis/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/why-european-automakers-could-miss-out-on-global-ev-boom
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/why-european-automakers-could-miss-out-on-global-ev-boom
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44333-026-00105-4
https://www.etui.org/news/eu-car-industry-will-made-europe-remedy-help
https://euobserver.com/217005/listen-can-the-eu-really-improve-cross-border-train-travel/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/open-letter-eu-passenger-package-is-a-golden-opportunity-for-rail-to-reach-its-full-potential
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-aviation-strategy-t-e-call-for-evidence-response
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1470160X26002797
https://www.etui.org/news/revision-reach-regulation-officially-abandoned
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2026/05/polluters-have-knives-out-again-forever-chemicals-ban
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/posts/meps-demand-commission-scrap-unlawful-secrecy-data-centre-environmental-footprint
https://euobserver.com/217580/meps-demand-eu-commission-scrap-unlawful-secrecy-on-data-centres-environmental-footprint/
https://theconversation.com/companies-are-hyping-ai-the-same-way-they-talked-up-sustainability-but-there-are-ways-to-fix-that-282013
https://www.etui.org/news/crowded-legislative-spring-green-transition
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)789300

The shortcomings in the European Union’s proposal for the Industrial Accelerator Act and
how to address them. (Bruegel)

A comparison of the EU institutions’ positions on a new legal framework for innovative
companies. A briefing.

The empirical link between working hours and the environment. (ETUI)

The politics of coherence. (SEl)

Sustainable economies will shape the future. (Bruno Bouygues and Bertrand Badré)

From green to clean to eco-social: how we can put well-being back on the EU’s sustainability
agenda. (CEPS)

As the green transition radically changes labour markets, a key question is whether there are
sufficient wage incentives for workers to acquire the skills needed for the decarbonisation of
the economy. (LSE)

EU red tape hit squad finds simplification isn't all that simple. (Politico)

What next for trade policy? An agreement has been reached on the trade deal with the US.
(Euractiv, Politico, EPC, Politico, Euractiv, The Guardian, EP, Council, Commission, DW,
Politico, Euractiv)

Systemic and complex risk governance for Europe’s preparedness and sustainability. (IEEP,
Ecologic)

Quantifying climate damage in inter-regional trade: a structural gravity approach. (LSE)
Parties in climate litigation must be given the opportunity to bring their case before the
courts. (Sam Bookman)

Consistency on climate change in the US courts but a ‘swinging pendulum’ in government.
(Robert Carnwath)

A golden opportunity to make the best of the chaos surrounding corporate reporting.
(Stockholm Resilience Centre)

When disasters strike, companies polish their image more than their operations. (HoSS)
The NGFS publishes a report on the macroeconomic and financial consequences of extreme
weather events. (NGFS)

The risk is not just volatility: it is irreversibility. (Emily Forsyth-Davies)

Unlocking the ECB’s green potential. (HBS, Green Central Banking)

Stewarding a just transition: frontiers of practice in listed equities. (Just Transition Finance
Lab)

Overview of sustainable finance: key trends and research agenda. An article.

Green finance — beyond transparency. (IDOS)

Demystifying biodiversity finance. An article.

Biodiversity and human rights. (FoEl)

Protecting pollinators in Europe. (IEEP)

Strengthening marine biodiversity monitoring and data flows in Europe: challenges and
recommendations. An article.

The Commission presents a plan to safeguard fertiliser supply and food security in Europe.
(Politico, Alicia Garcia Herrero, Maximo Torero, Commission, EEB)

Lessons from European agriculture’s dependence on imported fertilisers. (IDDRI)

Pesticide residues affect taxonomic and functional biodiversity in the soil. An article.
Strengthening the resilience of EU agriculture: research confirms key adaptation strategies.
(Commission)

The bioeconomy in the agriculture of the future: its role in promoting the economic
sustainability of farms. A study.

Comparison of market-based measures in the supply chain to reduce emissions from

agriculture. (Ecologic)



https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/flaws-european-unions-proposed-industrial-accelerator-act-and-how-fix-them
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)774739
https://www.etui.org/news/empirical-link-between-work-hours-and-environment
https://www.sei.org/publications/the-politics-of-coherence/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/sustainability-is-key-to-economic-security-future-industrial-competitiveness-by-bruno-bouygues-and-bertrand-badre-2026-05
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/from-green-to-clean-to-eco-social-how-to-put-wellbeing-back-onto-the-eus-sustainability-agenda/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/returns-to-green-tasks-in-europe-evidence-from-online-job-vacancies/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-red-tape-hit-squad-finds-simplification-isnt-all-that-simple/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-races-to-lock-in-mexico-deal-with-washington-looming/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-tiptoes-toward-approving-us-trade-deal/
https://www.epc.eu/publication/modis-europe-trip-puts-euindia-deal-in-focus/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-strikes-deal-implement-us-trump-trade-pact-negotiations-compromise/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-seals-us-trade-deal-after-trump-threatens-fresh-tariffs/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/may/20/eu-european-union-to-implement-us-trade-deal
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260518IPR43407/agreement-reached-to-put-eu-us-trade-on-a-more-stable-footing
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/05/20/eu-us-trade-council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-to-implement-the-tariff-elements-of-the-joint-statement/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1103
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-strikes-deal-on-us-trade-pact-ahead-of-trump-tariff-deadline/a-77222972
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-germany-trade-china-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/meps-expected-to-back-us-trade-deal-despite-weaker-safeguards/
https://ieep.eu/publications/environmental-risk-and-governance-responses/
https://www.ecologic.eu/20460
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/quantifying-climate-damages-when-regions-trade-a-structural-gravity-approach/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/climate-litigants-should-be-allowed-their-day-in-court/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/consistency-on-climate-change-in-the-us-courts-but-a-swinging-pendulum-in-government/
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-05-13-a-golden-opportunity-to-make-the-most-of-the-corporate-reporting-mess.html
https://www.hhs.se/en/about-us/news/news-from-misum/2026/academic-insight-demand-driven-csr/
https://www.ngfs.net/en/press-release/ngfs-publishes-report-macroeconomic-and-financial-impact-extreme-weather-events
https://blog.actuaries.org.uk/risk-is-not-just-volatility-it-is-irreversibility/
https://eu.boell.org/en/unlocking-ecb-green-potential
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/05/20/report-ecbs-green-operational-framework-will-only-have-a-modest-impact/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/publication/stewarding-a-just-transition-frontiers-of-practice-in-listed-equities/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/publication/stewarding-a-just-transition-frontiers-of-practice-in-listed-equities/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/18/10/5071
https://www.idos-research.de/policy-brief/article/green-finance-beyond-transparency/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44358-026-00155-z
https://www.foei.org/publication/biodiversity-and-human-rights/
https://ieep.eu/publications/safeguarding-europes-pollinators/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X26001429
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-fertilizer-crisis-brussels-cow-manure-recycling-plan/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-trump-xi-summit-brings-more-problems-than-solutions-for-europe/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-hormuz-crisis-is-not-covid-europe-must-avoid-blanket-subsidies/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1099
https://eeb.org/en/eu-fertiliser-action-plan-clings-onto-fossil-fuel-addiction/
https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/lessons-european-agricultures-dependence-imported-fertilizers
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-025-09991-z
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/media/news/strengthening-eu-farming-resilience-study-confirms-key-adaptation-pathways-2026-05-20_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/CASP_STU(2026)776010
https://www.ecologic.eu/20441

New data suggests that rich countries are unlikely to have met the target of doubling
funding for adaptation by 2025. (Climate Home News, OECD, CAN International)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2026-05-25 | Webinar | Ecocivilisation: Making a world that works for all

2026-05-28 | Online | Energy poverty and housing in Europe — Does the EU’s evolving policy
framework address current needs?

2026-05-28 | Nature is not neutral: biodiversity, jobs, and the ecological transition in Europe
2026-05-29 | Webinar over diepzeemijnbouw — Webinaire sur |’exploitation miniére en
haute mer

2026-06-02 | The Future of Smart Energy Management in Europe

2026-06-02 | Online | Smart Energy, Stronger Europe - How can smart energy management
unlock the potential of the built environment

2026-06-04 | Green molecules — How can they strengthen Europe’s energy security and
industrial competitiveness?

2026-06-04 | Mobilising capital for Europe’s Green Transition: Where do we stand?
2026-06-09 — 2026-06-11 | European Sustainable Energy Week

2026-06-10 | Financial resilience in uncertain times

2026-06-11 | Hybrid | Hybrid construction as a solution to mitigate climate and housing
crises

2026-06-23 | Tech Policy Conference 2026

2026-06-23 | On the road to European Organic Congress 2026: High-Level Preview
2026-06-23 — 2026-06-24 | Bottom-up democracy in the EU and globally: driving forward?
2026-06-25 | From E-Waste to Strategic Autonomy: Can the Circular Economy Act Deliver for
Europe’s Raw Materials?

2026-06-25 | Protecting workers against occupational heat: impacts and solutions
2026-06-25 — 2026-06-26 | JRC Summer School on Sustainable Finance, 8th edition
2026-06-30 | Energy poverty in Europe — How can EU social, housing and climate policies
deliver a fair transition?

2026-09-06 — 2026-09-08 | Eco Social Summer School 2026

2026-09-17 — 2026-09-18 | European Association of Climate Law (EACL) 2nd Annual
Conference

2026-09-30 | Transport Policy Conference 2026

2026-10-13 — 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-05-29 | Orientation debate on EU-China relations

2026-06-03 | Orientation debate on the Public Procurement | Tech Sovereignty package -
Strategic Roadmap for Digitalisation and Al in Energy - Communication on European Tech
Sovereignty - Cloud and Al Development Act - Chips Act 2 | European semester spring
package | Ocean observation communication



https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/21/new-data-shows-rich-nations-likely-missed-2025-goal-to-double-adaptation-finance/
https://www.oecd.org/en/about/news/press-releases/2026/05/developed-countries-exceed-usd-100-billion-climate-finance-goal-for-third-consecutive-year.html
https://climatenetwork.org/2026/05/21/oecd-climate-finance-low-developed-countries-shirk-responsibilities/
https://www.clubofrome.org/events/webinar-ecocivilization/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-poverty-and-housing-in-europe-does-the-eus-evolving-policy-framework-address-current-needs
https://www.etui.org/events/nature-not-neutral-biodiversity-jobs-and-ecological-transition-europe
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260529-webinar-over-diepzeemijnbouw/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260529-webinaire-sur-lexploitation-miniere-en-haute-mer/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260529-webinaire-sur-lexploitation-miniere-en-haute-mer/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-smart-energy-management-in-europe
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-europes-machinery-manufacturing-industry-how-can-it-remain-globally-competitive
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-future-of-europes-machinery-manufacturing-industry-how-can-it-remain-globally-competitive
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