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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

Current affairs

Due to a record-breaking heatwave, Western Europe experienced its hottest June on record,
whilst globally it was the second-hottest June on record. (Copernicus, Euractiv, The
Guardian)

Extreme weather in Europe: Euronews, Euronews, Euronews, Euronews, The Guardian, The
Guardian, Euronews, Ajit Niranjan, Euronews, EUobserver, Christopher Callahan en Andrew
Dessler, Clémence Dubois, The Guardian, The Guardian, The Guardian.

Fuel on the fire: why oil companies are profiting as the world gets dangerously hot. (The
Guardian)

ECNO: State of Play 2026: the EU’s progress towards climate neutrality. (New Climate
Institute)

In Bonn, it became clear that climate diplomacy is entering a phase in which implementation
is taking place along two tracks. (CAN Europe)

Unions in Europe press for new worker protections to counter heat stress. (The Guardian)
European countries top the ‘scorecard’ for climate progress, whilst the US slips to 27th
place. (The Guardian)

Plenty of space at sea for offshore wind energy, fisheries and marine conservation. (WWF)
Infographic: Costs of energy generation from renewable sources in 2025. (IRENA)

Heating, cooling. Affordable renewable heating (and cooling) for Europe. (HBS)

More ‘deadly’ heat is on the way: can Europe’s waterways cool us down and replace air
conditioning? (Euronews)

The industry is calling on the EU to facilitate investment in the production of clean
technology. (SolarPower Europe)

Clean energy in the recovery plans: will the Recovery and Resilience Facility actually deliver
results? A briefing.

Deal or no deal: five lessons for the energy market from the crisis in the Middle East. (IEEFA)
The EU does not need more gas. It needs a strategy to phase out fossil gas. (CAN Europe)
Reform of the EU electricity market design: a step in the right direction? (Antonia Dimou)

A draft document reveals that the Commission aims to save 200 billion euros by electrifying
the European economy. (Euronews)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-record-heatwave-brings-hottest-june-western-europe-during-second-warmest-june-globally
https://www.euractiv.com/news/western-europe-records-its-hottest-june-as-heatwaves-surge-eu-monitor/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/09/western-europe-records-hottest-ever-june-as-heatwaves-intensify
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/09/western-europe-records-hottest-ever-june-as-heatwaves-intensify
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/04/spain-and-italy-send-firefighting-resources-to-portugal
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/05/spain-prepares-for-heatwave-temperatures-up-to-44c-by-tuesday
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/06/wildfires-rage-in-portugal-and-spain-as-authorities-in-greece-warn-of-toxic-smoke
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/07/a-big-joke-citizens-blame-corn-data-centres-and-leaky-pipes-as-water-restrictions-grip-fra
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jul/06/wildfires-southern-europe-evacuations-tour-de-france-portugal-spain-greece-heatwave
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/jul/07/extreme-high-temperatures-young-people-mental-health-hospital-admission
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/jul/07/extreme-high-temperatures-young-people-mental-health-hospital-admission
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/08/solar-mad-germans-turn-to-battery-storage-to-shield-themselves-against-fossil-fuel-price-s
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jul/07/record-wildfires-europe-failure-to-adapt-mounting-cost-climate-crisis
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/09/cooling-your-home-and-lessening-eco-anxiety-what-are-the-hidden-benefits-of-rooftop-solar-
https://euobserver.com/226464/europes-e70bn-annual-climate-adaptation-bill-soars-as-wildfires-rage-and-heatwave-deaths-climb/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-frances-june-heatwave-caused-more-than-2700-heat-related-deaths/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-frances-june-heatwave-caused-more-than-2700-heat-related-deaths/
https://euobserver.com/226432/as-europe-swelters-paris-judges-say-consumers-arent-to-blame-totalenergies-is/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jul/10/wildfire-southern-spain-temperatures-almeria-los-gallardos-bedar
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2026/jul/10/heatwave-across-western-europe-in-pictures
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/09/western-europe-records-hottest-ever-june-as-heatwaves-intensify
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/07/big-oil-companies-profiting-fossil-fuel-global-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/07/big-oil-companies-profiting-fossil-fuel-global-climate-change
https://newclimate.org/resources/publications/ecno-2026-state-of-eu-progress-to-climate-neutrality
https://newclimate.org/resources/publications/ecno-2026-state-of-eu-progress-to-climate-neutrality
https://caneurope.org/news/climate-diplomacy-two-track-implementation-era/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/08/unions-europe-worker-protections-heat-stress-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/08/climate-change-crisis-europe-us
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?21139866/PR-Briefing-MSP-offshore-wind
https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2026/Jul/Infographic-Renewable-Power-Generation-Costs-in-2025
https://eu.boell.org/en/affordable-heating
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/08/more-deadly-heat-is-on-the-way-can-europes-waterways-cool-us-down-and-replace-air-con
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/advocacy/policy-letters/industry-calls-for-eu-to-unlock-investment-in-cleantech-manufacturing
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)789384
https://ieefa.org/resources/deal-or-no-deal-five-energy-market-lessons-middle-east-crisis
https://caneurope.org/news/the-eu-doesnt-need-more-gas-it-needs-a-fossil-gas-exit-strategy/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2026/07/07/reform-of-the-eu-electricity-market-design-a-step-in-the-right-direction/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/07/09/brussels-eyes-200bn-in-savings-by-electrifying-europes-economy-draft-reveals

Views on the revision of the ETS system, ahead of the Commission’s position on this due on
17 July: CE Delft, Carbon Market Watch, WindEurope, E3G, Bruegel.

“Don’t dismantle the key environmental rules,” Sweden tells the EU. (Politico)

MEPs strengthen the EU’s carbon border adjustment mechanism and close loopholes in the
legislation. (EP)

CBAM extension to downstream products. A briefing.

The housing we need for the future we want. (BPIE)

EU housing renovation subsidies do not deliver significant energy savings. (ECA)

Why Europe’s renovation boom is wasting billions and missing out on real energy savings.
(EUobserver)

More expensive, but cooler: thanks to green building practices, buildings stay cool during
heatwaves. (Euronews)

Packaging materials in the EU: volumes remain substantial, plastic use rose by 11 per cent.
(JRC)

How the shift from single-use to reusable packaging protects businesses from geopolitical
turmoil. (Reuters)

Building a circular economy with the EU Ecolabel. (Commission)

Europe’s Circular Economy Must Be Built for Workers, Not Just Resources. (Judith Kirton-
Darling, Philippe Pochet and Laurent Standaert)

The EU should provide state aid for the production of clean technology in order to meet
electrification targets. (Transport & Environment)

Electric light commercial vehicles: the next industrial challenge for Europe. (Transport &
Environment)

The future of sustainable rail transport in Europe. A study.

Italy could well be the next country to build a solar-powered railway line, following the
successful trial in Switzerland. (Euronews)

Why soya-based biofuels should be regarded as a major risk of deforestation. (Transport &
Environment, Transport & Environment)

The Commission wants to harmonise public procurement rules across the EU. (Euractiv)

A human rights complaint has been lodged against Belgium in connection with PFAS.
(ClientEarth, Euronews, Euractiv)

Industry in the driving seat of the EU’s Critical Chemicals Alliance. (EEB, CEQ, Wester van
Gaal, META, EEB)

Commission presents latest roadmap for REACH restrictions. (Euractiv)

From Al to ‘killer robots’: UN Secretary-General calls for urgent policy action. (UN News)
Stalled data centre projects pose a threat to the global Al revolution. (The Guardian)

Data centres are a ticking time bomb. We must ensure that the benefits of Al outweigh the
costs. (Nicki Hutley)

Campaigners warn: the debate on Al governance is failing to address the risks to nature.
(Climate Home News)

Environmentally friendly digital sovereignty. A briefing.

The debate on Al and jobs. A briefing.

Hyperglobalisation 2.0: Why Al hasn’t slowed the world down. (Nicolds M. Perrone)

The matrix for intergenerational governance. (ZOE Institute)

MEPs back the new EU-wide ‘28th regime’ business plan, but fear a ‘European Delaware’.
(EUobserver)

Well-being for people and the planet: how we can value everyone and everything on a
thriving planet beyond 2030. An article. (Kate Pickett and Robert Costanza)

The environmental damage caused by the top 10 per cent of consumers exceeds global
funding gaps in the areas of climate and biodiversity. An article.



https://cedelft.eu/publications/policy-briefs-on-the-revision-of-the-european-emission-trading-system-ets/
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2026/07/06/why-some-steelmakers-are-trying-to-weaken-the-eu-ets/
https://windeurope.org/news/the-eu-must-turn-the-ets-into-europes-electrification-engine/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/eu-ets-revision-what-is-at-stake-for-europe/
https://www.bruegel.org/analysis/eu-emissions-trading-system-works-most-industrial-decarbonisation-still-come
https://www.politico.eu/article/dont-gut-flagship-green-rules-sweden-tells-eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260629IPR46212/meps-strengthen-the-eu-s-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-and-close-loopholes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)789314
https://www.bpie.eu/publication/the-housing-we-need-for-the-future-we-want/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-SR-2026-20
https://euobserver.com/226686/listen-why-europes-renovation-boom-is-wasting-billions-missing-real-energy-savings/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/09/costs-more-cools-more-eco-construction-keeps-buildings-cool-during-heatwaves
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/packaging-materials-eu-quantities-stay-significant-plastic-grew-11-2026-07-06_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/how-moving-single-use-reuseable-packaging-protects-firms-geopolitical-turmoil--ecmii-2026-07-09/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/building-circular-economy-eu-ecolabel-2026-07-08_en
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-circular-economy-must-be-built-for-workers-not-just-resources
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-circular-economy-must-be-built-for-workers-not-just-resources
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-should-open-state-aid-to-cleantech-manufacturing-to-meet-electrification-goals
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/electric-light-commercial-vehicles-europes-next-industrial-test
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/electric-light-commercial-vehicles-europes-next-industrial-test
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_STU(2026)788125
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/05/italy-could-be-the-next-country-to-build-a-solar-railway-after-switzerlands-successful-tri
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/why-soy-biofuels-must-be-considered-a-high-deforestation-risk
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/why-soy-biofuels-must-be-considered-a-high-deforestation-risk
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/eu-parliament-biofuels-blunder-could-expose-eu-to-over-5-6-billion-a-year-in-sanctions
https://www.euractiv.com/news/commission-to-unify-eu-procurement-rulebooks/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/press-releases/human-rights-complaint-filed-against-belgium-over-pfas/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/08/belgium-sued-for-breaching-human-rights-with-worst-forever-chemicals-level-in-europe
https://www.euractiv.com/news/belgium-faces-human-rights-action-over-pfas-contamination/
https://eeb.org/en/industry-in-the-driving-seat-of-the-eus-critical-chemicals-alliance/
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2026/07/captured-critical-chemicals-alliance
https://euobserver.com/226544/inside-the-eu-alliance-where-polluters-grade-their-own-pollution/
https://euobserver.com/226544/inside-the-eu-alliance-where-polluters-grade-their-own-pollution/
https://meta.eeb.org/2026/07/08/how-industry-influence-is-shaping-the-eus-chemicals-future/
https://eeb.org/en/library/letter-from-civil-society-organisations-to-the-european-commission-calling-for-reform-of-the-critical-chemicals-alliance/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/brussels-unveils-latest-reach-restriction-roadmap/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167873
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jul/07/stymied-datacentre-projects-threaten-global-ai-revolution
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jul/09/ai-artificial-intelligence-benefits-costs-datacentres-energy-water-environment
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/07/08/ai-governance-debate-silent-on-risks-to-nature-campaigners-warn/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC147383
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)789385
https://www.socialeurope.eu/hyperglobalization-2-0-why-ai-has-not-slowed-the-world-down
https://zoe-institut.de/en/publication/the-intergenerational-governance-matrix/
https://euobserver.com/226868/meps-back-new-euwide-28th-regime-businesses-plan-but-fear-a-european-delaware/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(26)00048-3/fulltext
https://www.clubofrome.org/blog-post/constanza-pickett-people-planet/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44458-026-00079-x

e C(Climate law expert: Europe’s deadly heatwaves belong in court. (Sandra Cassotta)

e The role of legal systems in tackling the climate crisis. (LSE)

e C(Climate change attribution and corporate social responsibility across borders. (Catherine
Higham, Jameela Joy Reyes and Nicholas Petkov)

e The risk of climate litigation is already a reality for banks and insurers, according to the head
of the ECB'’s legal department. (Green Central Banking)

e An EU-Mexico trade agreement, which benefits the agricultural sector, has been approved
by Parliament. (Euractiv)

e Scope 3 put to the test: what this means for companies’ climate accountability. (Joana Setzer
and Delta Merner)

o Towards a climate-resilient banking sector. (Finance Watch, Finance Watch)

e Financial stability in the United Kingdom is at risk from climate change, according to the
Bank of England. (Green Central Banking)

e Research shows that the UK economy could face a 10 per cent loss in GDP by 2100 if global
warming reaches 4 °C. (Green Central Banking)

e The ECB’s climate factor: a good idea that deserves better implementation. (Clarisse
Murphy)

e Research by the Banque de France shows that banks grant fewer loans during heatwaves.
(Green Central Banking)

e Time for a European debate on the purpose and form of Eurobonds. (Sustainable Finance
Lab)

e Italy is leading efforts to water down environmental rules in the €2 trillion EU budget.
(Politico)

e State of play and next steps for the EU Biodiversity Strategy dashboard. (JRC)

e Collective progress by the EU on the Kunming—Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,
based on the seventh national reports. (JRC)

e Commission sets the direction for prosperous livestock sector and a self-sufficient protein
system. (Commission, Politico, EEB, WWF, Greenpeace)

e European strawberries are widely contaminated with PFAS and endocrine-disrupting
pesticides. (PAN)

e Sustainable agriculture does not pose a threat to food security. It may well be the only thing
that can save food security. (Andrea Beste)

o Assessment of the effectiveness of the Nitrates Directive: implications for agriculture and for
the quality of water, soil and air. (JRC)

e Threats from new and emerging plant pests - Options for EU management of pest outbreaks.
A study.

e Asfood crises spread, citizens are showing more leadership than governments. (Rich Wilson)

e Environmental groups form a legal alliance to end trawling in EU-protected seas.
(EUobserver)

e Q&A: What are the implications of scrapping the World Bank’s financial target for climate
action? (CarbonBrief)

e The Loss and Damage Fund needs far more financial resources to ensure climate justice.
(Wamuyu Manyara and Tarcizio Kalaundi)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities


https://theconversation.com/climate-law-expert-europes-deadly-heatwaves-belong-in-court-286674
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/submission-to-un-special-rapporteur-consultation-on-the-role-of-justice-systems-in-addressing-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/climate-change-attribution-and-corporate-responsibility-beyond-borders/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/climate-change-attribution-and-corporate-responsibility-beyond-borders/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/10/climate-litigation-risk-banks-and-insurers-ecb/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/farm-friendly-eu-mexico-trade-deal-clears-parliament/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/scope-3-on-trial-what-it-means-for-corporate-climate-accountability/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/scope-3-on-trial-what-it-means-for-corporate-climate-accountability/
https://www.finance-watch.org/policy-portal/sustainable-finance/towards-a-climate-resilient-banking-sector/
https://www.finance-watch.org/press/report-banks-are-not-prepared-for-climate-change-this-formula-could-fix-that/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/03/uk-financial-stability-climate-change-risk-say-boe/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/08/uk-economy-climate-risk-from-climate-change/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/06/ecb-climate-factor-good-idea-deserves-better-implementation/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/06/ecb-climate-factor-good-idea-deserves-better-implementation/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/07/07/banks-lend-less-during-heatwaves-banque-de-france-study-finds/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/time-for-a-european-debate-on-the-purpose-and-form-of-eurobonds/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/time-for-a-european-debate-on-the-purpose-and-form-of-eurobonds/
https://www.politico.eu/article/italy-push-weaken-green-rules-eu-budget/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC146564
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC146677
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1522
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-livestock-strategy-food-security-climate-policy/
https://eeb.org/en/stuck-in-the-past-eu-livestock-strategy-presents-no-route-out-for-a-sector-in-crisis/
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?21156966/Livestock-Strategy-offers-band-aids-not-solutions
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/nature-food/48512/eu-livestock-strategy-ignores-dangers-from-nitrates-and-methane/
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2026/07/european-strawberries-widely-contaminated-pfas-and-endocrine-disrupting
https://www.arc2020.eu/sustainable-farming-isnt-a-threat-to-food-security-it-might-be-the-only-thing-that-saves-it/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC143163
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_STU(2026)788146
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/07/03/as-food-shocks-spread-citizens-are-showing-more-leadership-than-governments/
https://euobserver.com/225947/green-groups-form-legal-alliance-to-end-trawling-in-eu-protected-seas/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-how-will-the-world-banks-abandoned-finance-goal-affect-climate-action/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/07/09/the-loss-and-damage-fund-needs-far-more-finance-to-deliver-climate-justice/

2026-07-13 | A Sustainable and Just Transition to a Zero-Carbon Economy | EU - China
Cooperation and Innovation in Maritime Transport

2026-07-16 | Webinar | Financing the Transition Away from Fossil Fuels: How to Bring Santa
Marta to Life

2026-07-17 | Webinar | Building an Inclusive Green Workforce for Europe's Circular Future
2026-09-06 — 2026-09-08 | Eco Social Summer School 2026

2026-09-08 | Legal certainty and competitiveness - Is greater tax alignment needed in the
EU?

2026-09-10 | Flying through global uncertainty - What is Europe’s plan for aviation?
2026-09-15 | Van het Internationaal Gerechtshof tot de strafrechter - De la Cour
internationale de justice au tribunal penal

2026-09-17 — 2026-09-18 | European Association of Climate Law (EACL) 2nd Annual
Conference

2026-09-22 | Critical finished products and societal benefits

2026-09-24 | New trade rules for a disorderly world

2026-09-28 | Van verplichting tot waarde - De la contrainte a la valeur

2026-09-29 | Hybrid | Preparing for RED IV — How can renewable energy deliver for heating,
industry and rural communities?

2026-09-30 | Transport Policy Conference 2026

2026-10-06 | Al in balance - Al in balance

2026-10-12 | Online | EU Code Week 2026 Launch Event: Building Resilience, Connecting &
Empowering Communities in the Age of Al

2026-10-13 — 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026

2026-10-15 - 2026-10-16 | Cyborg workers 3.0

2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins
de matieres premieres

2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&lI, energy and decarbonisation
strategies?

2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermigue pour toutes et
tous

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-07-17 | Energy package - Electrification action plan - Network charges |ETS Review
Report on the competitiveness of the banking sector

2026-07-22 | European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan

2026-09-09 | Affordable Housing Act | Public Procurement Act | European Innovation Act
2026-09-23 | European critical communication system | Proposal on addressing supply chain
dependencies (aluminium scrap)

2026-09-30 | European Product Act - European Product Regulation: update of framework for
product rules and market surveillance - Standardisation Regulation: update of rules on
standardization



https://www.europejacquesdelors.eu/our-events/conference-a-just-transition-to-zero-emission-mari
https://www.europejacquesdelors.eu/our-events/conference-a-just-transition-to-zero-emission-mari
https://www.wri.org/events/2026/7/financing-transition-away-fossil-fuels-how-bring-santa-marta-life
https://www.wri.org/events/2026/7/financing-transition-away-fossil-fuels-how-bring-santa-marta-life
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2b6f6c2b-3edc-45d8-99a0-f2a4638fbced@d52e4e8e-7dc3-45d9-a6c2-d0bc694268be
https://www.etui.org/events/eco-social-summer-school-2026
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/legal-certainty-and-competitiveness-is-greater-tax-alignment-needed-in-the-eu
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/legal-certainty-and-competitiveness-is-greater-tax-alignment-needed-in-the-eu
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/flying-through-global-uncertainty-what-is-europes-plan-for-aviation
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260915-studiedag-van-het-internationaal-gerechtshof-tot-de-strafrechter-verantwoordelijkheid-milieuschade-en-ecocide/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260915-journee-detude-de-la-cour-internationale-de-justice-au-tribunal-penal-responsabilite-dommages-environnementaux-et-ecocide/
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