BRIEFING | European Green Deal | Issue 301 | 18 September 2026

General

Current

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

affairs

August was the joint warmest month ever recorded globally, with temperatures once again
exceeding 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. (Copernicus)

Research shows that 2025 was one of the driest years on record for rivers worldwide. (The
Guardian)

Due to El Nifio and global warming, water vapour in the Earth’s atmosphere rose to record
levels in August. (The Guardian)

Preliminary research suggests that the climate crisis likely weakened the glacier that caused
the devastating floods in Nepal and Tibet. (The Guardian, Umesh Haritashya)

Global Glacier Extinction Explorer. (Global Glacier Extinction Explorer)

“Give us resources, not praise,” say European firefighters after a hellish summer. (Politico)
On Wednesday 16 September, Ursula von der Leyen delivered her annual State of the Union
address. (Politico, Politico, Euractiv, Euractiv, EUObserver, Politico, The Guardian, The
Guardian, EUObserver, EUObserver, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euractiv, Euronews, Euronews,
Politico, Politico, Politico, Politico, Commission/von der Leyen, We Mean Business Coalition,
EPC, Politico, Euractiv, The Guardian, EP, Reuters, EEB, Greenpeace, CEO, The Guardian, EPC,
SolarPower Europe)

The EU is heading to COP31 with a clear message: climate pledges are no longer enough.
(Euronews)

The Age of Power. How the electrotech and information revolution are converging —and
what this means for energy, markets and geopolitics. (Ember, Maria Mendiluce)

‘Slowing things down’: Trade wars hit global electrification shift. (Politico)

Europe was the ‘most unusually hot place on the planet’ this summer. Can renewables cool
us down? (Euronews)

The implementation of the EU’s industrial policy is proceeding too slowly to revitalise
European solar panel production, according to a new report by SolarPower Europe.
(SolarPower Europe)

When the Rivers Run Low: Why Reliable Power Depends on Diversity. (IRENA)

Why the energy transition will be driven by consumers. (WEF)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://climate.copernicus.eu/august-was-joint-warmest-month-ever-recorded-globally-temperatures-once-again-exceeding-15degc
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/17/2025-driest-years-worlds-rivers-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/17/2025-driest-years-worlds-rivers-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/18/planets-atmosphere-breaks-record-for-water-vapour-levels-increasing-risk-of-extreme-heat-and-rainfall
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/sep/17/climate-crisis-likely-behind-deadly-nepal-tibet-floods
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2026-09-17/how-ice-and-rock-triggered-nepals-catastrophic-flood-and-why-climate-change-is-raising-the-risks/
https://glacierextinction.com/
https://www.politico.eu/article/give-us-resources-not-applause-say-european-firefighters-after-hellish-summer/
https://www.politico.eu/article/how-did-von-der-leyen-independence-moment-hold-up-over-12-months/
https://www.politico.eu/article/7-things-ursula-von-der-leyen-will-say-state-of-the-union-speech/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/soteu-the-score-card-one-year-on/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/soteu-carney-urges-eu-to-ratify-canada-trade-deal/
https://euobserver.com/237265/what-competitiveness-experts-expect-from-von-der-leyens-state-of-the-union/
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-warring-eu-parliament-allies-want-her-to-pick-a-side-can-she-appease-them/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/16/von-der-leyen-mark-carney-canada-eu-first-associate-member
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2026/sep/16/european-union-ursula-von-der-leyen-eu-europe-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2026/sep/16/european-union-ursula-von-der-leyen-eu-europe-latest-news-updates
https://euobserver.com/237287/state-of-the-union-three-shocks-ursula-von-der-leyen-isnt-prepared-for/
https://euobserver.com/237745/listen-what-should-europeans-expect-from-ursula-von-der-leyen-on-climate/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/exclusive-von-der-leyen-calls-for-european-security-council-in-soteu-text/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/canada-offered-status-as-eus-first-associate-member/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/live-von-der-leyens-soteu-high-wire-act-with-no-safety-net/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/15/von-der-leyen-urged-to-make-this-europes-last-fossil-fuel-crisis-ahead-of-state-of-the-eu-
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/16/eu-parliament-gives-standing-ovation-for-fallen-firefighter-as-von-der-leyen-promises-acti
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-china-trade-deficit-has-hit-tipping-point-warns-von-der-leyen/
https://www.politico.eu/article/von-der-leyen-to-invite-ai-leaders-to-support-efforts-to-pace-the-frontier/
https://www.politico.eu/article/von-der-leyen-pitches-european-security-council-in-response-to-trump-and-putin/
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyens-state-of-the-union-speech-live-updates/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_26_1868
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/we-mean-business-coalition-statement-on-the-eus-state-of-the-union-address-2026/
https://www.epc.eu/publication/soteu-We-needed-delivery-and-implementation/
https://www.politico.eu/article/canada-mark-carney-european-parliament-speech-live-updates/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/offer-to-ottawa-opens-enlargment-can-of-worms/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2026/sep/17/donald-trump-eu-european-union-mark-carney-canada-associate-membership-tariffs-threats-germany-merz-latest-news-updates
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260911IPR47459/meps-debate-state-of-the-eu-economy-security-climate-ai-social-media
https://www.reuters.com/world/eu-launch-climate-insurance-scheme-after-summer-extreme-weather-2026-09-16/
https://eeb.org/en/soteu-2026-europes-summer-of-truth-must-now-lead-to-action/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/48541/meek-von-der-leyen-state-of-the-eu-speech/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2026/09/soteu-von-der-leyen-doubles-down-deregulation
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/17/mark-carney-deep-cooperation-canada-eu-strasbourg
https://www.epc.eu/publication/epc-reactions-to-soteu-2026/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-president-ursula-von-der-leyen-repeats-call-to-make-europe-s-future-electric
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/09/16/eu-heads-to-cop31-with-a-blunt-message-climate-pledges-are-no-longer-enough
https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/the-age-of-power/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/why-next-industrial-race-will-be-won-electricity--ecmii-2026-09-15/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/09/13/trade-wars-are-going-electric-the-planet-could-pay-the-price-01068417
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/17/europe-was-the-most-unusually-hot-place-on-the-planet-this-summer-can-renewables-cool-us-d
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/eu-industrial-policy-roll-out-too-slow-to-revive-european-solar-pv-manufacturing-new-solar-power-europe-report-finds
https://www.irena.org/News/expertinsights/2026/Sep/When-the-Rivers-Run-Low-Why-Reliable-Power-Depends-on-Diversity
https://www.weforum.org/stories/energy-transition/energy-transition-powered-by-consumers/

The emergency brake: why measures to tackle methane can bridge the gap to a clean,
electrified economy. (We Mean Business Coalition)

The data the private sector needs to stimulate investment in national transition plans. (E3G)
Analysis: Global emissions from fossil fuels are set to fall in 2026 against the backdrop of the
crisis in the Strait of Hormuz. (CarbonBrief)

The friction of phasing out: political and economic barriers to moving beyond fossil fuels.
(New Climate Institute)

US scraps restrictions on emissions from coal and gas-fired power stations, removing a key
tool in the fight against the climate crisis. (The Guardian)

Strengthening the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism and closing loopholes in the
legislation. (EP)

Lead MEP wants to ease near-term industrial decarbonisation. (Euractiv)

EU Emissions Trading System (ETS): amendment to the market stability reserve. (EP)
Revision of the EU Emissions Trading System and the market stability reserve. A briefing.
ETS: Council approves targeted measure to protect energy-intensive sectors from carbon
leakage. (Council, Reuters)

Europe wants an electric economy. Weakening the ETS would make it harder to build.
(Maria Mendiluce)

The affordability of housing costs in the EU: the impact of energy efficiency and socio-
economic developments. (JRC)

The EU approves the shipment of huge quantities of waste to Turkey, despite environmental
concerns. (Politico)

There can be no circular economy without decent working conditions. (Judith Kirton-Darling
and Jan Willem Goudriaan)

Achieving textile circularity in the EU: from challenges to opportunities. (CEPS)

The picture we paint of donated clothing is incomplete. (Circle Economy)

Response to the draft legislation on public procurement: opportunities and shortcomings for
circular social enterprises. (RREUSE)

Reckless expansion plans exceed European airports’ CO, limits. (Transport & Environment)
How do you build climate-resilient transport systems? (Erica E.F. Ballantyne)

‘Tidal wave’ of Pfas being launched to satisfy Al industry, campaigners warn. (The Guardian)
Europe must develop its own Al, or it risks being sidelined by the US or China, says ECB’s
Lagarde. (The Guardian)

Why Al researchers are warning that humanity faces the threat of extinction. (DW)

The rush for data centres will cause a ‘tsunami’ of discarded electronics, according to a
report. (The Guardian)

The Al boom highlights the challenge of protecting infrastructure against physical risks.
(Green Central Banking)

How can Europe become low-carbon without compromising economic development? New
research offers a roadmap. (Euronews)

Europe’s industrial revival needs local and regional foundations. (E3G)

Public funding must be accompanied by public obligations for European industry. (Judith
Kirton-Darling)

The international dimension of the proposed Industrial Accelerator Act. A briefing.
Innovation in clean technology, industrial decarbonisation and global competition: a focus
on China. A briefing.

People want the economic system to change — but no longer trust that anyone will make it
happen. (Earth4All, Kate Pickett)

The Happy Planet Index Report 2026. (Hot or Cool)



https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/superpollutants-methane-climate-action/
https://www.e3g.org/publications/private-sector-data-needs-eu-national-transition-strategies/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-global-fossil-fuel-emissions-set-to-fall-in-2026-amid-hormuz-crisis
https://newclimate.org/news/the-friction-of-phasing-out-political-and-economic-barriers-to-moving-beyond-fossil-fuels
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/14/trump-epa-repeal-pollution-standards-power-plants
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260911IPR47450/strengthening-the-eu-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-and-closing-loopholes
https://www.euractiv.com/news/lead-mep-wants-to-ease-near-term-industrial-decarbonisation/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260911IPR47449/eu-emissions-trading-system-ets-amending-the-market-stability-reserve
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791491
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/09/16/ets-council-agrees-targeted-measure-to-protect-energy-intensive-sectors-from-carbon-leakage/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/eu-countries-back-plan-give-industries-more-free-co2-permits-2026-09-16/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/europe-wants-an-electric-economy-weakening-the-ets-would-make-it-harder-to-build/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC147049
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-trash-turkey-environment-plastic-recycle/
https://euobserver.com/237304/no-circular-economy-without-good-working-conditions/
https://euobserver.com/237304/no-circular-economy-without-good-working-conditions/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/unlocking-textile-circularity-in-the-eu-from-challenges-to-opportunities/
https://www.circle-economy.com/knowledge-hub/article/Cau_?title=The-story-we-tell-ourselves-about-donated-clothes-is-incomplete
https://www.rreuse.org/news/reaction-to-the-public-procurement-act-proposal-opportunities-and-gaps-for-circular-social-enterpri
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/reckless-expansion-plans-blow-past-european-airports-carbon-limits
https://theconversation.com/how-to-build-climate-resilient-transport-systems-290089
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/14/pfas-firms-tidal-wave-forever-chemicals-ai-industry-demand-datacentres
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/sep/14/europe-ai-datacentres-growth-us-china-ecb-christine-lagarde
https://www.dw.com/en/artificial-intelligence-humanity-extinction-openai-anthropic-big-tech/a-79263146
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/16/datacenters-pollution-electronics
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/16/ai-boom-exposes-challenge-of-insuring-infrastructure-against-physical-risks/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/15/how-can-europe-decarbonise-without-sacrificing-economic-development-new-study-offers-roadm
https://www.e3g.org/publications/europe-s-industrial-renewal-needs-local-and-regional-foundations/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/public-money-must-come-with-public-obligations-for-europes-industry
https://www.socialeurope.eu/public-money-must-come-with-public-obligations-for-europes-industry
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791495
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_BRI(2026)795712
https://earth4all.life/news/people-want-economic-system-change/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/people-want-economic-change-but-have-stopped-trusting-governments-to-deliver-it
https://hotorcool.org/publications/the-2026-happy-planet-index-report/

e Sea-level rise: implications for human rights and legal obligations to prevent and remedy
climate damage. (CIEL)

e The Commission submits the landmark trade agreement with India to the Council for
signature. (Commission)

e EU announces climate insurance alliance to close the growing protection gap. (Green Central
Banking)

e According to a report, the world’s 20 largest private equity firms emit more greenhouse
gases annually than most countries. (The Guardian, Private Equity Climate Risks)

e Following a deadly summer, more than 30 organisations are calling on the EU to make
nature our first line of defence. (WWF)

e SFDR: the ECON Committee is sending mixed signals, but acknowledges the problem
surrounding oil and gas. (Reclaim Finance)

e The €2 trillion European budget is leading to fewer investments, not more. (Sonja Hennen
and Dominika Biegon)

e The European Parliament is beginning to rethink the global role of the euro. (Positive
Money)

e The fight against the expansion of fossil fuels: the underestimated role of state-backed
(re)insurers. (Reclaim Finance)

e Stabilising the market affected by shocks. Pass-through of energy prices, inflation and the
arguments for central bank support during the transition. (NEF)

e Decoupling food insecurity from shocks: a global analysis of the resilience of the food
system. An article.

e Developments and challenges of the circular economy in agriculture: a comparative analysis
between European and US countries. An article.

e less bureaucracy, more pesticides? (FTM)

e Microplastics in soil pose global threat by acting like ‘Trojan horse’ to deliver toxins. (The
Guardian)

e Supporting a systemic transition for the livestock and protein sectors. (IEEP)

e Global leaders urged to join initiative to fight extreme inequality. (The Guardian)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)
Activities

e 2026-09-21 | Online | A Vision for the Future of EU Carbon Market Governance

e 2026-09-22 | Critical finished products and societal benefits

e 2026-09-24 | New trade rules for a disorderly world

e 2026-09-24 | No green transition without health and safety at work

e 2026-09-28 | Van verplichting tot waarde - De la contrainte a la valeur

e 2026-09-29 | Hybrid | Preparing for RED IV — How can renewable energy deliver for heating,
industry and rural communities?

e 2026-09-29 | Ready for the EUDR: perspectives from business

e 2026-09-29 | Financial Instruments for Farm Transition

e 2026-09-30 | Transport Policy Conference 2026

e 2026-09-30 | Critical finished products and societal benefits

e 2026-10-01 | Hybrid | Energy efficiency — How can it shape Europe’s post-2030 energy and
climate framework?

e 2026-10-05 | Hybrid | Towards a just global circular economy

e 2026-10-06 | Alin balance - Al in balance



https://www.ciel.org/reports/sea-level-rise-human-rights-legal-obligations/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1842
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/17/eu-announces-climate-insurance-alliance-to-close-protection-gap/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/17/eu-announces-climate-insurance-alliance-to-close-protection-gap/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/15/private-equity-firms-energy-assets-greenhouse-gas
https://peclimaterisks.org/
https://www.wwf.eu/?21444341/After-a-deadly-summer-30-organisations-tell-the-EU-make-nature-our-first-line-of-defence
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/09/11/sfdr-econ-committee-sends-mixed-signals-but-recognizes-oil-and-gas-problem/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-e2-trillion-budget-buys-less-investment-not-more
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-e2-trillion-budget-buys-less-investment-not-more
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/the-european-parliament-begins-to-rethink-the-euros-global-role/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/update/the-european-parliament-begins-to-rethink-the-euros-global-role/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/09/16/fighting-fossil-fuel-expansion-the-underestimated-role-of-publicly-backed-reinsurers/
https://neweconomics.org/2026/09/stabilising-the-shock-market-2
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2536118123
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-026-62007-2
https://www.ftm.eu/newsletters/less-red-tape-more-pesticides-bee-careful-what-you-simplify
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/16/soil-microplastics-trojan-horse-toxins
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/16/soil-microplastics-trojan-horse-toxins
https://ieep.eu/publications/supporting-a-systemic-transition-for-the-livestock-and-protein-sectors/
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2026/sep/18/global-leaders-urged-to-join-initiative-to-fight-extreme-inequality
https://ercst.org/event/a-vision-for-the-future-of-eu-carbon-market-governance-2/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/critical-finished-products-and-societal-benefits
https://www.etui.org/fr/events/new-trade-rules-disorderly-world
https://www.etui.org/fr/events/no-green-transition-without-health-and-safety-work
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260928-conferentie-van-verplichting-tot-waarde-hoe-duurzaamheidsrapportering-toegankelijk-maken-voor-kmos/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260928-seminaire-csipme-cfdd-de-la-contrainte-a-la-valeur-comment-rendre-le-reporting-de-durabilite-accessible-aux-pme/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/preparing-for-red-iv-how-can-renewable-energy-deliver-for-heating-industry-and-rural-communities
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/preparing-for-red-iv-how-can-renewable-energy-deliver-for-heating-industry-and-rural-communities
https://ieep.eu/news/event-ready-for-the-eudr-perspectives-from-business/
https://houseofagroecology.org/nl/financial-instruments-for-farm-transition-conference-on-29-september/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference-2026
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/critical-finished-products-and-societal-benefits
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-efficiency-how-can-it-shape-europes-post-2030-energy-and-climate-framework
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-efficiency-how-can-it-shape-europes-post-2030-energy-and-climate-framework
https://calendar.boell.de/en/event/way-global-circular-economy
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261006-conferentie-artificiele-intelligentie-en-duurzame-ontwikkeling/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261006-conference-intelligence-artificielle-et-developpement-durable/

2026-10-12 | Online | EU Code Week 2026 Launch Event: Building Resilience, Connecting &
Empowering Communities in the Age of Al

2026-10-13 | From pilot to scale: How can Europe create the right conditions for
regenerative agriculture?

2026-10-13 | On the Road to 2040 - Is transport fit for a 90% GHG reduction?

2026-10-13 — 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026

2026-10-15 | Scaling Circular Investment: From Barriers to Opportunity

2026-10-15 - 2026-10-16 | Cyborg workers 3.0

2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins
de matiéres premiéres

2026-11-02 | NetworkNature Science-Policy Dialogue: Nature Restoration

2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&l, energy and decarbonisation
strategies?

2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermique pour toutes et
tous

2026-12-03 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference 2026

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-09-30 | European critical communication system | 2040 vision for fisheries and
aquaculture

2026-10-06 | European Product Act - European Product Regulation: update of framework for
product rules and market surveillance - Standardisation Regulation: update of rules on
standardization

2026-10-20 | 2027 Commission work programme | 2026 annual overview report on
simplification, implementation and enforcement | Northern Neighbourghood — New Arctic

Strategy
2026-10-28 | Climate resilience framework

frdo
cfdd

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD
in any way.
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https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/on-the-road-to-2040-is-transport-fit-for-a-90-ghg-reduction
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026
https://iclei-europe.org/62?c=search&uid=wRpdNKBv
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-30
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261030-frdo-fido-seminarie-meer-ondernemen-met-minder-grondstoffen-van-noodzaak-naar-sterkte-van-grondstofbewust-ondernemen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://ieep.eu/news/networknature-science-policy-dialogue-nature-restoration/
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
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