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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• ‘Planetary boundaries’ necessary for flourishing of life have been massively breached, 
scientists warn. (Planetary Health Check, The Guardian, Euronews, PIK, Stockholm Resilience 
Centre) 

• Burning forests, drying-up rivers, €180 billion in damage: European politicians are left to foot 
the bill after the ‘summer of truth’. (The Guardian) 

• Born in a burning Europe: how extreme fire conditions will get even worse for children and 
how we can prevent this. (Euronews, article) 

• Huge El Niño projected to cause more than 450,000 deaths by February. (The Guardian, 
Climate Impact Lab, The Guardian) 

• Analysis: ‘Super El Niño’ breaks ‘remarkable’ all-time record. (CarbonBrief) 

• The economic impact of heatwaves in Belgium: what does the summer of 2026 teach us? 
(CERAC) 

• Recent trends in water have serious implications for the future. (WMO) 

• Poorer countries will be among the last to benefit if global emissions are reduced to net 
zero. (The Guardian, article) 

• Fears are growing that the next UN Secretary-General will water down climate action. (The 
Guardian) 

• Explained: How rising sea levels pose an ‘existential threat’ to people, heritage and nature. 
(CarbonBrief) 

• UN Global Risk Report. (UN, UN News) 

• UN chief urges countries to adopt fossil fuel transition plans with timelines. (Climate Home 
News) 

• National climate targets and flexibility options beyond 2030. A briefing. 

• Our message to world leaders: by the end of this decade, we need solar power everywhere. 
Open letter. (The Guardian, Bill McKibben) 

• Renewables Gain Ground, but Must Accelerate Towards the 2030 Goal. (IRENA) 

• Is the EU’s electricity supply ‘diverse’ enough? The share of renewable energy sources is 
falling compared with last year, despite massive growth in solar power. (Euronews) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/21/planetary-boundaries-breached-scientists-warn-climate-crisis
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/22/pressure-is-rising-weve-already-breached-7-out-of-9-planetary-boundaries-can-we-change-cou
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/en/news/latest-news/planetary-health-check-2026-finds-mounting-pressures-across-earth2019s-life-support-systems
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-09-21-seven-breached-planetary-boundaries-continue-to-worsen-new-report-shows.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-09-21-seven-breached-planetary-boundaries-continue-to-worsen-new-report-shows.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/19/summer-of-truth-will-political-leaders-act-as-climate-chaos-comes-knocking
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/21/born-into-a-burning-europe-how-extreme-fire-weather-will-worsen-for-children-and-how-to-st
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ae93de
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/23/el-nino-450000-extra-deaths-six-months
https://impactlab.org/research/451000-at-risk
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/sep/24/the-guardian-view-on-a-supersized-el-nino-a-natural-phenomenon-and-human-folly-are-a-lethal-combination
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-super-el-nino-reaches-remarkable-all-time-record
https://www.cerac.be/en/publications/2026-09-economic-impact-heatwaves-belgium-what-revealed-summer-2026
https://wmo.int/media/news/wmo-recent-water-trends-have-serious-future-implications
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/22/climate-inequality-tropics-among-last-places-to-benefit-net-zero
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aea872
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/23/fears-mount-that-next-un-chief-will-downgrade-climate-action
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/23/fears-mount-that-next-un-chief-will-downgrade-climate-action
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-how-sea-level-rise-poses-an-existential-threat-to-humans-heritage-and-nature
https://www.un.org/en/global-risk-report
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/09/1168332
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/09/22/un-chief-calls-on-countries-to-adopt-fossil-fuel-transition-plans-with-timelines/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/09/22/un-chief-calls-on-countries-to-adopt-fossil-fuel-transition-plans-with-timelines/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791502
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/sep/23/solar-power-bernie-sanders-yeb-sano-letter
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/sep/23/climate-un-clean-energy-2030
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2026/Sep/Renewables-Gain-Ground-but-Must-Accelerate-Towards-the-2030-Goal
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/24/is-the-eus-electricity-diverse-enough-renewables-slips-year-on-year-despite-huge-solar-boo


• ‘The world’s largest untapped energy source’: how waste heat could help Europe end its 
dependence on gas. (Euronews, Danfoss) 

• Electrification is taking centre stage as the crisis in the Strait of Hormuz prompts countries to 
boost their energy security. (IEA, CAN International) 

• Electrification in figures: how might energy systems change by 2035? (IRENA) 

• Macron asks EU to relax energy and climate rules to ease soaring fuel prices. (Politico) 

• The EU has given itself six years to set up an emissions trading market from scratch. (Isabel 
Scheckenbach) 

• Market Stability Reserve: Council agrees to a targeted amendment for a resilient and 
predictable carbon market. (Council) 

• Review of the emissions trading system. (ETUI) 

• Policy instruments for decarbonisation and climate justice: insights from a systematic 
literature review in the social sciences. An article. 

• China’s stranglehold on rare earths must be ended, says hopeful supplier to EU. (The 
Guardian) 

• Research and innovation must reduce dependence on critical raw materials by utilising 
advanced materials in passenger cars. (JRC) 

• Extended producer responsibility: 2026 as a turning point. A briefing. 

• Green public procurement: a strategic policy tool to accelerate Europe’s industrial transition. 
(EEB) 

• A report reveals that Europe pays €200 million a day in diesel subsidies. (Transport & 
Environment) 

• Tackling contrails could prevent 10 years of global warming caused by aviation – new 
research. (Transport & Environment) 

• The recovery of the ozone layer is proceeding according to plan, but the risk of exposure to 
UV radiation remains high in Europe. (EUobserver, WMO) 

• The Commission is promoting the energy efficiency and sustainability of data centres in the 
EU. (Commission, Euronews) 

• EU lawmakers are proposing product liability rules to help prevent an AI disaster. (Politico) 

• UN panel calls for stricter safeguards as AI systems continue to develop. (UN News) 

• Senior bankers push back on climate concerns over AI data centre boom. (Green Central 
Banking) 

• Developing leading markets through ‘Made in Europe’ – An assessment of mandatory 
procurement instruments and their economic impact. A briefing. 

• Germany and Spain disagree over who should be included in ‘Made in Europe’. (Politico, The 
Guardian) 

• Beyond uncertainty: what European CEOs need from the EU to build a competitive, resilient 
and sustainable economy. (WWF) 

• Unpacking the environmental omnibus. (ETUI) 

• China and the EU: the looming choice between a trade agreement and a trade war. (Gunnar 
Wienand) 

• Sustainability in EU free trade agreements: monitoring briefings. (IEEP) 

• EU trade agreements must comply with the due diligence rules established by Europe. 
(Alejandro García Esteban) 

• Position paper by the Platform on Sustainable Finance on the ESMA consultation regarding 
the revision of the delegated act on taxonomy-related disclosures. (Platform on Sustainable 
Finance) 

• Extreme Weather Drives €500 Billion Spending Need in Europe Through 2035. (Bloomberg 
Intelligence, Insurance Journal) 

https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/22/worlds-largest-untapped-energy-source-how-waste-heat-could-help-europe-end-its-reliance-on
https://www.danfoss.com/en/about-danfoss/news/cf/waste-heat-is-the-world-s-largest-untapped-energy-source/
https://www.iea.org/news/electrification-takes-centre-stage-as-hormuz-shock-spurs-countries-to-seek-to-enhance-energy-security
https://climatenetwork.org/2026/09/22/ieas-electrification-report-governments-must-back-renewables-not-nuclear-and-fossil-fuels/
https://www.irena.org/Digital-content/Digital-Story/2026/Sep/Electrification-in-Numbers-How-Can-Energy-Systems-Change-by-2035
https://www.politico.eu/article/macron-asks-von-der-leyen-to-ease-fuel-rules-to-tame-rising-prices/
https://www.ceps.eu/the-eu-has-given-itself-six-years-to-build-an-emissions-credit-market-from-scratch/
https://www.ceps.eu/the-eu-has-given-itself-six-years-to-build-an-emissions-credit-market-from-scratch/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/09/23/market-stability-reserve-council-agrees-targeted-amendment-for-a-resilient-and-predictable-carbon-market/
https://www.etui.org/fr/news/review-emissions-trading-system
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901126001577
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/20/china-stranglehold-rare-earths-hopeful-supplier-eu-viridis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/20/china-stranglehold-rare-earths-hopeful-supplier-eu-viridis
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC148265
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791501
https://eeb.org/en/library/green-public-procurement-a-strategic-policy-tool-for-accelerating-europes-industrial-transition/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/europe-paying-eur200-million-a-day-diesel-premium-report-shows
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/europe-paying-eur200-million-a-day-diesel-premium-report-shows
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/tackling-contrails-could-avoid-10-years-of-aviation-related-climate-warming-new-research
https://euobserver.com/237834/ozone-layer-recovery-is-on-track-but-uv-exposure-risk-remains-high-in-europe/
https://wmo.int/media/news/wmo-bulletin-shows-successes-and-challenges-ozone-layer-recovery
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1667
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/21/eu-moves-to-curb-energy-and-water-for-data-centres
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-lawmakers-ai-apocalypse-warnings-brussels-scrambles-ai-rules-gaps/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/09/1168380
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/22/senior-bankers-push-back-on-climate-concerns-over-ai-data-centre-boom/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/22/senior-bankers-push-back-on-climate-concerns-over-ai-data-centre-boom/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_STU(2026)795719
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-germany-spain-clash-who-gets-into-made-in-europe/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/24/france-says-eus-made-in-europe-law-should-not-include-the-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/24/france-says-eus-made-in-europe-law-should-not-include-the-uk
https://www.wwf.eu/?21521291/Beyond-uncertainty
https://www.etui.org/news/unpacking-environmental-omnibus
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-china-and-the-eu-the-imminent-choice-between-a-trade-deal-and-a-trade-war/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-china-and-the-eu-the-imminent-choice-between-a-trade-deal-and-a-trade-war/
https://ieep.eu/news/sustainability-in-eu-ftas-monitoring-briefings/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/eu-trade-deals-must-uphold-the-due-diligence-rules-europe-passed
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/brief-esmas-consultation-review-taxonomy-disclosures-delegated-act_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/brief-esmas-consultation-review-taxonomy-disclosures-delegated-act_en
https://www.bloomberg.com/company/press/extreme-weather-drives-e500-billion-spending-need-in-europe-through-2035-according-to-bloomberg-intelligence/
https://www.bloomberg.com/company/press/extreme-weather-drives-e500-billion-spending-need-in-europe-through-2035-according-to-bloomberg-intelligence/
https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/international/2026/09/23/886508.htm


• The ECB should aim for a more inclusive green transition, according to a think tank. (Green 
Central Banking, Positive Money) 

• Understanding the Energy Supply Financing Ratio (ESFR) and interpreting banks’ disclosures. 
(Reclaim Finance) 

• A just transition for all: can Europe’s new financing model succeed in this? (Just Transition 
Finance Lab) 

• We can measure climate resilience. So why aren’t we investing in it? (WEF) 

• Resilience and risks: growth, inflation and financial stability in the eurozone. A briefing. 

• The world is lagging behind on key UN biodiversity targets. (DW) 

• Applying flexibility and commonality effectively: three ways to increase environmental 
spending in the CAP post-2027. (IEEP) 

• Climate resilience and organic farming. (IFOAM) 

• Food security argument for CAP subsidies crumbles under new analysis. (Arc2020) 

• Analysis: Nepal’s $20 million claim for ‘loss and damage’ covers just 0.7 per cent of the costs 
of the floods. (CarbonBrief, Dharam R Uprety)  
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2026-09-28 | Van verplichting tot waarde - De la contrainte à la valeur  

• 2026-09-29 | Hybrid | Preparing for RED IV – How can renewable energy deliver for heating, 
industry and rural communities?  

• 2026-09-29 | Ready for the EUDR: perspectives from business  

• 2026-09-29 | Financial Instruments for Farm Transition  

• 2026-09-30 | Transport Policy Conference 2026  

• 2026-09-30 | Critical finished products and societal benefits  

• 2026-10-01 | Hybrid | Energy efficiency – How can it shape Europe’s post-2030 energy and 
climate framework?  

• 2026-10-01 | How to move forward with the EU Methane Regulation implementation?  

• 2026-10-05 | Hybrid | Towards a just global circular economy  

• 2026-10-06 | AI in balance - AI in balance  

• 2026-10-12 | Online | EU Code Week 2026 Launch Event: Building Resilience, Connecting & 
Empowering Communities in the Age of AI  

• 2026-10-13 | From pilot to scale: How can Europe create the right conditions for 
regenerative agriculture?  

• 2026-10-13 | On the Road to 2040 - Is transport fit for a 90% GHG reduction?  

• 2026-10-13 – 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026  

• 2026-10-15 | Scaling Circular Investment: From Barriers to Opportunity  

• 2026-10-15 – 2026-10-16 | Cyborg workers 3.0  

• 2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins 
de matières premières  

• 2026-11-02 | NetworkNature Science-Policy Dialogue: Nature Restoration  

• 2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&I, energy and decarbonisation 
strategies?  

• 2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermique pour toutes et 
tous  

• 2026-12-03 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference 2026  

https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/23/ecb-should-strive-for-a-more-inclusive-green-transition-thinktank-says/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/23/ecb-should-strive-for-a-more-inclusive-green-transition-thinktank-says/
https://positivemoney.org/eu/publications/the-role-of-the-european-central-bank-in-a-just-transition/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/09/21/understanding-the-energy-supply-financing-ratio-esfr-and-decyphering-banks-publications/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/commentary/a-just-transition-for-all-can-europes-new-funding-model-deliver/
https://justtransitionfinance.org/commentary/a-just-transition-for-all-can-europes-new-funding-model-deliver/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/climate-action/climate-adaptation-resilience-finance/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_STU(2026)784030
https://www.dw.com/en/world-lagging-on-key-un-biodiversity-targets/a-79383304
https://ieep.eu/publications/applying-flexibility-and-commonality-effectively-three-ways-to-increase-environmental-spending-in-the-cap-post-2027/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/news/climate-resilience-and-organic-farming/
https://www.arc2020.eu/food-security-argument-for-cap-subsidies-crumbles-under-new-analysis/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-nepals-20m-loss-and-damage-claim-only-covers-0-7-of-flood-costs
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/09/23/the-response-to-nepals-disaster-is-a-test-for-global-climate-institutions/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20260928-conferentie-van-verplichting-tot-waarde-hoe-duurzaamheidsrapportering-toegankelijk-maken-voor-kmos/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20260928-seminaire-csipme-cfdd-de-la-contrainte-a-la-valeur-comment-rendre-le-reporting-de-durabilite-accessible-aux-pme/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/preparing-for-red-iv-how-can-renewable-energy-deliver-for-heating-industry-and-rural-communities
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/preparing-for-red-iv-how-can-renewable-energy-deliver-for-heating-industry-and-rural-communities
https://ieep.eu/news/event-ready-for-the-eudr-perspectives-from-business/
https://houseofagroecology.org/nl/financial-instruments-for-farm-transition-conference-on-29-september/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/transport-policy-conference-2026
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/critical-finished-products-and-societal-benefits
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-efficiency-how-can-it-shape-europes-post-2030-energy-and-climate-framework
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-efficiency-how-can-it-shape-europes-post-2030-energy-and-climate-framework
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/how-to-move-forward-with-the-eu-methane-regulation-implementation/
https://calendar.boell.de/en/event/way-global-circular-economy
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261006-conferentie-artificiele-intelligentie-en-duurzame-ontwikkeling/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261006-conference-intelligence-artificielle-et-developpement-durable/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/on-the-road-to-2040-is-transport-fit-for-a-90-ghg-reduction
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026
https://iclei-europe.org/62?c=search&uid=wRpdNKBv
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-30
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261030-frdo-fido-seminarie-meer-ondernemen-met-minder-grondstoffen-van-noodzaak-naar-sterkte-van-grondstofbewust-ondernemen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://ieep.eu/news/networknature-science-policy-dialogue-nature-restoration/
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261119-warm-en-koel-genoeg-voor-iedereen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference-2026


• 2026-12-03 | Drought as a systemic hazard: Understanding and Managing Complex Climate 
Risks  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2026-09-30 | European critical communication system | 2040 vision for fisheries and 
aquaculture     

• 2026-10-06 | European Product Act - European Product Regulation: update of framework for 
product rules and market surveillance - Standardisation Regulation: update of rules on 
standardization  

• 2026-10-20 | 2027 Commission work programme | 2026 annual overview report on 
simplification, implementation and enforcement | Northern Neighbourghood – New Arctic 
Strategy  

• 2026-10-28 | Climate resilience framework  
 

 

 

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD 
in any way.  
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