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The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

affairs

Heatwaves, deaths, crop failures: research into the European summer paints a bleak picture
for the future. (Copernicus, The Guardian)

Allianz report on the climate economy 2026: A year of rising costs. (Allianz)

The world’s oceans have absorbed a record amount of heat equivalent to 40 times the
annual global energy consumption. (The Guardian)

‘Explosion of melt rates’: 20% of Swiss glaciers lost in five years. (The Guardian)

Sea ice in Antarctica has fallen to its third-lowest level ever recorded during the winter,
whilst scientists warn of an ‘immediate problem’. (The Guardian)

How the Commission aims to put an end to the blame game surrounding the climate crisis.
(Politico)

Europe is trying out a tougher, more assertive approach to climate diplomacy. (Rapporteur)
As temperatures rise, storms are becoming more severe. Which countries are most at risk?
(Euronews, World Risk Report)

Drought in Europe, August 2026. (JRC)

Giving the climate a more prominent role in the EU’s foreign policy — from crisis to strategy.
(E3G)

‘Europe is ending its addiction to a toxic, costly drug’: Heat pump sales soar as electricity
taxes fall. (Euronews)

‘A goldmine’: how old EV batteries can help prevent Europe from wasting solar and wind
energy. (Euronews)

Boosting electrification and digitalisation. A briefing.

Europe’s grim energy reality. (Politico)

EU considers delaying methane legislation. (Reuters)

Methane accounts for 30 per cent of global warming — so why is the EU trying to delay the
rules to reduce its emissions? (Euronews)

Staying the course — with carrots and sticks. (Benoit Leguet)

According to a study, decades of influence by the fossil fuel sector have paved the way for
Trump’s attack on university research. (The Guardian)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-record-heat-stress-and-low-river-flows-marked-europes-2026-summer
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/02/may-heatwaves-deaths-ruined-harvests-study-of-europes-summer-paints-grim-picture-for-the-future
https://www.allianz-trade.com/en_global/news-insights/economic-insights/Allianz-Climate-Economics-Report-2026.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/30/worlds-seas-warmed-23-zettajoules-2025
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/01/switzerland-glacier-loss-fossil-fuel-pollution-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/30/antarctic-winter-sea-ice-falls-to-third-lowest-level-on-record-as-scientists-warn-of-now-problem
https://www.politico.eu/article/how-brussels-wants-to-stop-the-climate-disaster-blame-game/
https://www.rapporteur.com/news/europe-trials-leaner-meaner-climate-diplomacy/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/29/storms-are-intensifying-as-temperatures-rise-which-countries-are-most-at-risk
https://weltrisikobericht.de/worldriskreport/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC148427
https://www.e3g.org/publications/elevating-climate-eu-foreign-policy-crisis-to-strategy/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/30/europe-is-ending-its-addiction-to-a-toxic-costly-drug-heat-pump-sales-soar-as-electricity-
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/28/a-gold-mine-how-old-ev-batteries-could-help-prevent-europe-from-wasting-solar-and-wind-ene
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791505
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-energy-prices-winter-diesel-exports-gas-costs/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/iea-member-states-will-discuss-strategic-oil-reserve-releases-if-needed-birol-2026-09-29/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/01/methane-is-responsible-for-30-of-global-warming-so-why-is-the-eu-trying-to-delay-rules-to-
https://www.i4ce.org/en/staying-course-carrots-sticks-climate/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/28/fossil-fuel-industry-climate-research-universities-study

Simplification: the Council agrees on a negotiating position to speed up environmental
assessments. (Council, ClientEarth)

CO, transport infrastructure and markets. A briefing.

COP31 must set more ambitious targets to reduce emissions resulting from the use of
materials. (Patrick Schroéder)

Research and innovation must reduce the use of critical raw materials by utilising advanced
materials in construction. (JRC)

German industry is hoarding rare earth metals as Brussels takes on China. (Politico)
Governance in the mining sector and the transition to green energy: implications for the
development of the Global South. An article.

Europe’s electric future requires its own battery industry. (Ann Mettler)

Ready to scale up: Europe will have enough batteries to meet demand and further develop
its domestic battery value chain. (Transport & Environment)

The European Commission ignored its own advice before relaxing the CO; rules for cars.
(Politico)

A new analysis shows that running an electric car now costs half as much as running a diesel
car. (Transport & Environment)

Research: second-hand electric cars retain their value better than the industry claims.
(Transport & Environment)

Electric lorries are cheaper to run than diesel lorries for almost half of all lorries sold in the
EU — new analysis. (Transport & Environment)

Policy paper on the EU’s water policy in times of extreme weather conditions. (EEB, WWF)
New EU law against greenwashing makes sustainable shopping easier. (EEB)

Digital product passport: opportunities for a stronger, more sustainable single market.
(ECOS)

Europe must not let its future in the field of Al depend on large data centres. (Chris
Kremidas-Courtney)

EU accused of hiding environmental impact of data centers. (Politico, Lighthouse Reports)
Who stands to benefit depends on how Al is regulated. (Sara Riso)

5 battles that will decide EU’s ‘Made in Europe’ push. (Politico)

Europe’s clean industrial strategy needs a comprehensive lead-market architecture. (E3G)
Beyond 1.5°C: putting people at the heart of policy. (Eurofound)

Disinformation and public engagement in the green transition. A report.

Four pathways to a resilient economy within planetary boundaries. (Stockholm Resilience
Centre)

New manifesto calls for a fundamental change in the way humanity translates knowledge
into action. (Club of Rome)

‘Tough’ talks with China have yet to deliver, EU trade chief says. (Politico)

Trade, protectionism and climate: an assessment of analytical capacity in a changing policy
landscape. An article.

Position paper: Revision of the Shareholder Rights Directive with a view to a sustainable
economy. (WWF)

Climate plans need workers, not just disclosure. (Gregory Jackson, Julia Bartosch and Manuel
Nicklich)

Major carbon emitters: quantifying corporate climate liability. (Influence Map)

The time has come for Europe to prove its climate resilience. (Simone Tagliapietra and
Guntram B. Wolff)

Why sustainability is important for managing geopolitical risks. (Frank van Dunné, Eva
Vermeulen and Sem Houben)



https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/09/30/simplification-council-agrees-negotiating-stance-to-fast-track-environmental-assessments/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/press-office/eu-governments-gut-nature-protection-and-permits-will-be-no-faster/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)774730
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/09/29/cop31-must-aim-higher-to-cut-emissions-from-the-use-of-materials/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC147428
https://www.politico.eu/article/german-industry-hoards-rare-earths-as-brussels-squares-up-to-china/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214790X26000857
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/europes-electric-future-needs-battery-industry-its-own--ecmii-2026-09-28/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/ready-to-scale-europe-will-have-enough-cells-to-meet-demand-and-grow-its-domestic-battery-value-chain-industry
https://www.politico.eu/article/commission-ignored-its-own-advice-before-weakening-car-co2-rules/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/driving-an-ev-now-costs-half-as-much-as-diesel-new-analysis-shows
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/second-hand-evs-retain-their-value-better-than-industry-claims-study
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/electric-trucks-cheaper-to-operate-than-diesel-for-almost-half-of-trucks-sold-in-eu-new-analysis
https://eeb.org/en/library/policy-brief-on-eu-water-policies-in-times-of-climate-extremes/
https://www.wwf.eu/?21560241/Policy-brief-on-EU-water-policies-in-times-of-climate-extremes
https://eeb.org/en/new-eu-greenwashing-law-makes-sustainable-shopping-easier/
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/digital-product-passport-opportunities-for-a-stronger-more-sustainable-single-market/
https://www.rapporteur.com/opinion/europe-shouldnt-bet-its-ai-future-on-big-data-centres/
https://www.rapporteur.com/opinion/europe-shouldnt-bet-its-ai-future-on-big-data-centres/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-complaint-data-center-energy-water-lighthouse-reports/
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/data-centre-silence/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/who-benefits-from-ai-depends-on-how-it-is-governed
https://www.politico.eu/article/5-battles-made-in-europe-push-industrial-accelerator-act/
https://www.e3g.org/news/europe-s-clean-industrial-strategy-needs-a-comprehensive-lead-market-architecture/
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/podcast-and-blog/all/beyond-1-5c-putting-people-at-the-heart-of-policy
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/bf68f801-b23e-11f1-b9e5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-09-30-four-pathways-to-a-resilient-economy-within-planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-stories/2026-09-30-four-pathways-to-a-resilient-economy-within-planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.clubofrome.org/news/unesco-most-bridges-manifesto/
https://www.politico.eu/article/talks-eu-china-have-yet-to-deliver-eu-trade-chief-says/
https://www.cell.com/iscience/fulltext/S2589-0042(26)02510-1
https://www.wwf.eu/?21559291/Position-paper-Revising-the-Shareholder-Rights-Directive-for-a-sustainable-economy
https://www.socialeurope.eu/climate-plans-need-workers-not-just-disclosure
https://www.socialeurope.eu/climate-plans-need-workers-not-just-disclosure
https://influencemap.org/insight/Carbon-Majors-Quantifying-Corporate-Climate-Liability-40030
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/29/europes-climate-resilience-moment-has-arrived/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/29/europes-climate-resilience-moment-has-arrived/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/01/why-sustainability-matters-for-managing-geopolitical-risks/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/01/why-sustainability-matters-for-managing-geopolitical-risks/

Central banks could use capital buffers to protect themselves against climate risks. (Green
Central Banking)

Targets to limit lending to the oil and gas sector are a first step towards decisive action by
the banks. (Reclaim Finance)

Inequality is an increasingly serious crisis — for central banks too. (Positive Money)
Background information on the MFF for the period after 2027 — October 2026. A briefing.
The UN warns that time is running out to restore the world’s forests. (The Guardian, FAO)
An overview of global biodiversity financing. (OECD)

A new assessment shows that Europe is not on track to achieve a healthy ocean by 2030.
(WWF)

European agriculture has been severely affected by an exceptionally hot and dry summer.
(JRC)

European scientists sign open letter on relaxation of pesticide regulations. (Leiden
University)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2026-10-05 | Hybrid | Towards a just global circular economy

2026-10-06 | Al in balance - Al in balance

2026-10-08 | The Right to Food. From concept to practice for more sustainable food systems
in the EU

2026-10-12 | Online | EU Code Week 2026 Launch Event: Building Resilience, Connecting &
Empowering Communities in the Age of Al

2026-10-13 | From pilot to scale: How can Europe create the right conditions for
regenerative agriculture?

2026-10-13 | On the Road to 2040 - Is transport fit for a 90% GHG reduction?

2026-10-13 — 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026

2026-10-15 | Scaling Circular Investment: From Barriers to Opportunity

2026-10-15 - 2026-10-16 | Cyborg workers 3.0

2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins
de matiéres premiéres

2026-11-02 | NetworkNature Science-Policy Dialogue: Nature Restoration

2026-11-09 | Environmental impacts of spatial activities — Houston do we have a problem?
2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&lI, energy and decarbonisation
strategies?

2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermique pour toutes et
tous

2026-12-03 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference 2026

2026-12-03 | Drought as a systemic hazard: Understanding and Managing Complex Climate
Risks

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-10-06 | Revision of the Standardisation Regulation



https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/25/central-banks-could-use-capital-buffers-to-protect-against-climate-risks/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/09/25/central-banks-could-use-capital-buffers-to-protect-against-climate-risks/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/09/29/targets-to-cut-lending-to-oil-and-gas-are-a-start-to-meaningful-bank-action/
https://positivemoney.org/uk-eu/update/inequality-is-a-growing-crisis-including-for-central-banks/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791527
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/sep/29/un-warns-of-narrowing-window-to-restore-worlds-forests
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/3758005c-1267-40be-a267-75d442633f62
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/an-overview-of-global-biodiversity-finance_f3379e8d-en.html
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?21558816/EU-Ocean-Week-New-assessment-finds-Europe-not-on-track-to-achieve-a-healthy-ocean-by-2030
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/european-agriculture-hit-hard-exceptionally-hot-and-dry-summer-2026-09-28_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/news/2026/09/european-scientists-sign-open-letter-on-relaxation-of-pesticide-regulations
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/news/2026/09/european-scientists-sign-open-letter-on-relaxation-of-pesticide-regulations
https://calendar.boell.de/en/event/way-global-circular-economy
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261006-conferentie-artificiele-intelligentie-en-duurzame-ontwikkeling/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261006-conference-intelligence-artificielle-et-developpement-durable/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/right-food
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/right-food
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/on-the-road-to-2040-is-transport-fit-for-a-90-ghg-reduction
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026
https://iclei-europe.org/62?c=search&uid=wRpdNKBv
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-30
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261030-frdo-fido-seminarie-meer-ondernemen-met-minder-grondstoffen-van-noodzaak-naar-sterkte-van-grondstofbewust-ondernemen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://ieep.eu/news/networknature-science-policy-dialogue-nature-restoration/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20261109-environmental-impacts-of-spatial-activities-houston-do-we-have-a-problem/
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261119-warm-en-koel-genoeg-voor-iedereen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference-2026
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/centres/environment-sustainable-development/activities/3deccerac/
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/centres/environment-sustainable-development/activities/3deccerac/

e 2026-10-20 | 2027 Commission work programme | 2026 annual overview report on
simplification, implementation and enforcement | Northern Neighbourghood — New Arctic
Strategy

e 2026-10-28 | Climate resilience framework - 2040 vision for fisheries and aquaculture

e 2026-11-04 | Education and skills package - European strategy on sustainable tourism

e 2026-11-11 | Circular Economy Act - Consumer package - Digital Fairness Act - Consumer
enforcement initiative

e 2026-11-18 | Quantum Act - Advanced Materials Act

e 2026-11-24 | European Semester autumn package - Update of rules on unfair trading
practices in the food chain

frdo
cfdd

This briefing has been compiled by the FRDO-CFDD secretariat. The selection does not bind the members of the FRDO-CFDD
in any way.
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