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General 

• The Political Guidelines 2024-2029. 

• The Commission has published the work programme for 2026. 

 

Current affairs 

• 10 new insights in climate science 2026/2027. (10 Insights, Euronews) 

• A climate nightmare lurks in the Atlantic Ocean. Europe is beginning to take notice. (Politico) 

• ‘Techno-optimism’ can lead people to rely on unproven solutions, at the expense of the 
necessary societal changes. (The Guardian, study) 

• Revealed: the massive methane leaks in Turkey, host country of the UN climate summit. 
(The Guardian) 

• Electrification, AI and fossil fuels: what can we expect as Turkey hosts a major climate 
summit next month? (Euronews, CAN International) 

• On 12 October, environment ministers will meet. Among other things, they will discuss the 
ETS scheme. (Council, EEB, CAN Europe, WWF) 

• Living the overshoot. (Simon Zadek) 

• Extreme heat increases the risks for mothers and babies – but experts say solutions to 
combat the heat already exist. (Euronews, Wellcome) 

• Solar energy and energy storage provide one million jobs in the EU. (SolarPower Europe) 

• ‘A powerful buffer’: how solar energy has saved the EU €37.4 billion since the start of the 
war with Iran. (Euronews) 

• Major European cities risk getting stuck with gas heating – report. (Greenpeace) 

• Strengthening local participation to drive the energy transition. (IEEP) 

• EU hydrogen expansion unlikely to strain most water supplies. (JRC) 

• If ETS2 is delayed, Europe would be unprepared for future price shocks, say industry and 
NGOs. (Transport & Environment) 

• The European law on affordable housing must look beyond short-term rentals. (Katarzyna 
Przybylska, Mónica Vidal and Laetitia Aumont) 

• More than just energy performance: the changing role of building certification. (Build Up) 

• The EU’s struggle to break China’s dominance in the raw materials sector is not going well. 
(Politico) 

• Advanced Materials Act. A briefing. 

• The major impact of circular social enterprises by 2025. (RREUSE) 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://10insightsclimate.science/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/06/climate-damage-already-locked-in-but-these-10-insights-show-our-future-is-still-being-deci
https://www.politico.eu/article/climate-change-europe-amoc-temperature/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/07/scientists-technology-less-likely-climate-crisis-action
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aea4c7
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/05/methane-mega-leaks-from-un-climate-summit-host-turkey
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/06/electrification-ai-and-fossil-fuels-what-to-expect-as-turkiye-hosts-major-climate-summit-n
https://climatenetwork.org/resource/just-transition-finance-and-its-role-in-the-belem-antalya-just-transition-mechanism/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2026/10/12/
https://eeb.org/en/library/eeb-letter-to-the-environment-council-meeting-12-october-2026-luxembourg/
https://caneurope.org/news/joint-open-letter-to-eu-environment-ministers-on-the-revision-of-the-eu-emissions-trading-system-ets1/
https://www.wwf.eu/?21626266/media-advisory-envi-council-12-oct
https://www.clubofrome.org/blog-post/zadek-overshoot/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/05/extreme-heat-is-raising-risks-for-mothers-and-babies-but-experts-say-cooling-solutions-alr
https://wellcome.org/climate-and-health/extreme-heat/pregnancy
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/solar-and-storage-power-one-million-jobs-in-the-eu
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/02/solar-saved-europe-3bn-in-fossil-fuel-imports-in-march-which-country-is-leading-the-way
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/climate-energy/48547/major-european-cities-risk-getting-stuck-with-gas-heating-report/
https://ieep.eu/publications/enhancing-local-participation-to-drive-the-energy-transition/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/eu-hydrogen-expansion-unlikely-strain-most-water-supplies-2026-10-08_en?prefLang=nl
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/delaying-ets2-would-leave-europe-unprepared-for-future-price-shocks-say-industry-and-ngos
https://euobserver.com/240606/europes-affordable-housing-act-must-look-beyond-short-term-rentals/
https://euobserver.com/240606/europes-affordable-housing-act-must-look-beyond-short-term-rentals/
https://build-up.ec.europa.eu/en/resources-and-tools/articles/beyond-energy-performance-evolving-role-building-certification
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-china-critical-minerals-raw-materials-fight-break-dominance/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791531
https://www.rreuse.org/news/circular-social-enterprises-great-impact-in-2025


• Proposal to revise Europe’s standardisation system underpins quality standards for the 
Single Market. (ECOS) 

• Eurobarometer findings show that consumer confidence in the EU Ecolabel is rising. 
(Commission) 

• Can you trust that green label? New EU rules make sustainable shopping easier. (New Leaf) 

• The European development of a circular economy for transport megaprojects. Insights from 
a transalpine tunnel. An article. 

• The rise of affordable electric cars is expanding consumer choice: sales of models under 
25,000 euros are expected to increase sevenfold. (Transport & Environment) 

• The EU is working with the UK to prevent 10 per cent import duties on electric vehicles. 
(Politico) 

• Towards a digital fairness act. A briefing. 

• The EU has suspended the liability rules for AI. Sam Altman has reignited the debate. 
(Politico) 

• Voters want AI to be regulated with a view to employment, not just safety. (Stefano Sacchi 
and Gregorio Buzzelli) 

• Who owns the machine? (Hans Stegeman) 

• How climate resilience boosts business resilience. (EY) 

• Conservative plan to kill EU reindustrialisation bill sparks outrage. (Rapporteur) 

• UK hopes for agreement with the EU on ‘Made in Europe’. (Politico) 

• The future of Europe’s clean industries. A briefing. 

• Industry with a future. A roadmap for Germany’s industrial renewal. (ZOE Institut, 
EUobserver) 

• 'The low-carbon transition is a strategic economic opportunity,' say climate CEOs ahead of 
COP31. (WEF) 

• Europe’s reluctance means Trump’s import tariffs are proving profitable. (Christian Breuer) 

• EU negotiators are travelling to China in the hope of curbing imports of cheap hybrid electric 
cars. (The Guardian) 

• This summer’s extreme heatwave in Europe is exposing the contradictions in economic 
policy. (Green Central Banking) 

• Quarterly assessment of the ECB’s monetary policy stance. (Sustainable Finance Lab) 

• World Bank and IMF’s lack of climate action could make countries bystanders in their own 
destruction. (Federico Sibaja and Jon Sward) 

• MEPs reiterate their call for an ambitious EU budget for the period 2028–2034. (EP, Siegfried 
Mureșan en Carla Tavares) 

• Court of Auditors: There is still work to be done on the EU’s next long-term budget. (ECA) 

• 48 organisations are calling on the EU to put biodiversity at the heart of its ‘Global Europe’ 
policy. (WWF) 

• European banks are refusing to protect biodiversity from fossil fuels. (Reclaim Finance) 

• Mobilising private finance for nature: lessons from large-scale nature investment vehicles. 
(ECN) 

• The International Biodiversity Conference takes place from 19 to 30 October. (CBD, ENB, SEI, 
Ellen MacArthur Foundation) 

• Wildlife populations have declined by 73 per cent, but nature’s recovery is still possible. (The 
Guardian, WWF, Euronews, Helen Pilcher, Hannah Sarah Wauchope, Gary David Powney en 
Nick Isaac) 

• The workers behind our food. A report. (IPES FOOD) 

• Food & Feed Omnibus, co-written by the pesticides lobby. (CEO) 

• The new ‘Agribusiness Atlas’ shows how a handful of companies are gaining ever greater 
influence over what we eat. (HBS, Arc2020) 

https://ecostandard.org/news_events/proposal-to-revise-europes-standardisation-system-underpins-quality-standards-for-the-single-market/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_2091
https://meta.eeb.org/2026/10/08/can-you-trust-that-green-label-new-eu-rules-are-making-sustainable-shopping-easier/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901126001851
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/wave-of-affordable-electric-cars-is-boosting-consumers-choice-sales-of-sub-eur25-000-models-set-to-rise-sevenfold
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-uk-avoid-electric-vehicle-tariff/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)791529
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ai-liability-law-openai-sam-altman/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/voters-want-ai-regulated-for-jobs-not-just-safety
https://www.socialeurope.eu/voters-want-ai-regulated-for-jobs-not-just-safety
https://www.triodos.com/en/articles/2026/who-owns-the-machine
https://www.ey.com/en_sg/insights/climate-change-sustainability-services/how-climate-resilience-enhances-business-resilience
https://www.rapporteur.com/news/conservative-plan-to-kill-eu-reindustrialisation-bill-sparks-outrage/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-hopeful-of-deal-with-eu-on-made-in-europe/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)783765
https://zoe-institut.de/en/publication/industry-with-a-future/
https://euobserver.com/241603/germanys-most-promising-industries-depend-on-china-despite-berlins-derisking-push-study-finds/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/climate-action/carbon-transition-strategic-opportunity-ceo-climate-leaders-cop31/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/europes-restraint-makes-trumps-tariffs-pay
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/oct/07/eu-negotiators-head-to-china-hoping-to-curb-cheap-imports-of-hybrid-electric-cars
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/05/europes-summer-of-extreme-heat-exposes-contradiction-in-economic-policy/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/resilience-with-risks-sfls-quarterly-assessment-of-the-ecb/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/09/world-bank-and-imfs-lack-of-climate-action-could-make-countries-bystanders-in-their-own-destruction/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20261002IPR47904/meps-reiterate-their-call-for-an-ambitious-2028-2034-eu-budget
https://euobserver.com/241660/cut-the-eu-budget-and-we-all-lose/
https://euobserver.com/241660/cut-the-eu-budget-and-we-all-lose/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/news/NEWS-AR-2025
https://www.wwf.eu/?21609641/open-letter-global-europe
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/10/05/european-banks-refuse-to-safeguard-biodiversity-from-fossil-fuels/
https://earthcapitalnexus.org/publication/mobilising-private-finance-for-nature-learning-from-large-scale-nature-investment-vehicles/
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2026
https://enb.iisd.org/un-biodiversity-conference-cbd-cop17
https://www.sei.org/features/sei-biodiversity-cop17-recommendations/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/calling-for-action-at-cop17
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/08/world-must-change-food-avoid-biodiversity-collapse-wwf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/08/world-must-change-food-avoid-biodiversity-collapse-wwf
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?21612966/living-planet-report-eu
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/08/from-tigers-to-turtles-the-conservation-success-stories-that-prove-theres-still-hope-for-w
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/oct/08/hope-save-planet-endangered-parrot-global-biodiversity-report
https://theconversation.com/wildlife-populations-have-declined-73-since-1970-but-many-of-the-worlds-animals-still-arent-being-counted-293867
https://theconversation.com/wildlife-populations-have-declined-73-since-1970-but-many-of-the-worlds-animals-still-arent-being-counted-293867
https://ipes-food.org/report/food-work/
https://www.corporateeurope.org/en/2026/10/food-feed-omnibus-co-written-pesticide-lobby
https://eu.boell.org/en/2026/09/30/press-release-agribusinessatlas-2026
https://www.arc2020.eu/just-four-corporations-own-our-food-systems-and-were-the-ones-paying-the-price/


• One green shoot at a time: the women restoring the mangrove forests in the Niger Delta, 
devastated by the oil industry. (The Guardian) 

• Africa should not have to adapt to an unjust climate system. (Mohamed Adow)  
 

 

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Activities 

• 2026-10-12 | Online | EU Code Week 2026 Launch Event: Building Resilience, Connecting & 
Empowering Communities in the Age of AI  

• 2026-10-13 | From pilot to scale: How can Europe create the right conditions for 
regenerative agriculture?  

• 2026-10-13 | On the Road to 2040 - Is transport fit for a 90% GHG reduction?  

• 2026-10-13 – 2026-10-14 | The European Sustainable Industry Summit 2026  

• 2026-10-15 | Scaling Circular Investment: From Barriers to Opportunity  

• 2026-10-15 – 2026-10-16 | Cyborg workers 3.0  

• 2026-10-20 | Webinar | Industrial transformation in Europe  

• 2026-10-20 | Webinar | EU Platform on Sustainable Finance webinar  

• 2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins 
de matières premières  

• 2026-11-02 | NetworkNature Science-Policy Dialogue: Nature Restoration  

• 2026-11-09 | Environmental impacts of space activities – Houston do we have a problem?  

• 2026-11-12 | How is collective bargaining responding to AI and algorithmic management?  

• 2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&I, energy and decarbonisation 
strategies?  

• 2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermique pour toutes et 
tous  

• 2026-12-03 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference 2026  

• 2026-12-03 | Drought as a systemic hazard: Understanding and Managing Complex Climate 
Risks  
 
 
 

 (Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED) 

Commission documents 

• 2026-10-20 | 2027 Commission work programme | 2026 annual overview report on 
simplification, implementation and enforcement | Northern Neighbourghood – New Arctic 
Strategy  

• 2026-10-28 | Climate resilience framework - 2040 vision for fisheries and aquaculture  

• 2026-11-04 | Education and skills package - European strategy on sustainable tourism  

• 2026-11-11 | Circular Economy Act - Consumer package - Digital Fairness Act - Consumer 
enforcement initiative  

• 2026-11-18 | Quantum Act - Advanced Materials Act  

• 2026-11-24 | European Semester autumn package - Update of rules on unfair trading 
practices in the food chain  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/oct/02/one-green-shoot-at-a-time-the-women-restoring-mangrove-forests-in-the-oil-ravaged-niger-delta
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/05/africa-should-not-have-to-adapt-to-an-unjust-climate-system/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/eu-code-week-2026-launch-event-building-resilience-connecting-empowering-communities-in-the-age-of-ai
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/from-pilot-to-scale-how-can-europe-create-the-right-conditions-for-regenerative-agriculture
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/on-the-road-to-2040-is-transport-fit-for-a-90-ghg-reduction
https://www.csreurope.org/european-sustainable-industry-summit-2026
https://iclei-europe.org/62?c=search&uid=wRpdNKBv
https://www.etui.org/events/cyborg-workers-30
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/events/webinar-industrial-transformation-in-europe
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-platform-sustainable-finance-webinar-2026-10-20_en
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261030-frdo-fido-seminarie-meer-ondernemen-met-minder-grondstoffen-van-noodzaak-naar-sterkte-van-grondstofbewust-ondernemen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/seminaire-cfdd-ifdd-entreprendre-plus-avec-moins-de-matieres-premieres-gestion-responsable-des-matieres-premieres-une-necessite-et-un-avantage-concurrentiel/
https://ieep.eu/news/networknature-science-policy-dialogue-nature-restoration/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/20261109-environmental-impacts-of-spatial-activities-houston-do-we-have-a-problem/
https://www.etui.org/events/how-collective-bargaining-responding-ai-and-algorithmic-management
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/clean-tech-challenge-how-fuse-ri-energy-and-decarbonisation-strategies
https://frdo-cfdd.be/events/20261119-warm-en-koel-genoeg-voor-iedereen/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://frdo-cfdd.be/fr/activites/20261119-le-confort-thermique-pour-toutes-et-tous/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/energy-environment-policy-conference-2026
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/centres/environment-sustainable-development/activities/3deccerac/
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/centres/environment-sustainable-development/activities/3deccerac/
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