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General

The Political Guidelines 2024-2029.
The Commission has published the work programme for 2026.

Current affairs

This summer’s heat was Europe’s deadliest on record, scientists say. (Article, The Guardian,
Politico, Euronews)

A new UNEP report outlines the emissions reductions needed to stay within the 1.5°C limit.
(UNEP, Euronews, The Guardian, Climate Home News, CarbonBrief, Climate Analytics)

The UN’s COP31 international climate conference takes place from 9 to 20 November.
(COP31, ENB, Global Witness, Germanwatch, LSE, Climate Home News, EP, WRI, E3G)

A meeting of the European Council took place on 15 and 16 October. (Council, SolarPower
Europe)

Keeping Europe running during extreme heat. (Systems Transformation Hub)

Expectations regarding the integrated European framework for climate resilience and risk
management: facts, policy gaps and recommendations. A briefing.

Proposals for a strong approach to adaptation in the European Commission’s climate
resilience and risk management framework. (CETEX)

The three pillars guiding the review of governance regulation. (WWF)

Tap water in a Norwegian town is no longer drinkable because climate change-induced
thawing is releasing heavy metals. (The Guardian)

Analysis by Climate Action Tracker — Both Canada and the US are rolling back their climate
policies. (New Climate Institute)

IPCC scientists pledge to continue producing climate reports, despite the political deadlock.
(The Guardian, CarbonBrief)

The EPP is joining forces with the far right to win the vote in Parliament and thereby delay
EU legislation on methane. (Politico, EP)

Members of the European Parliament are calling for regional EU funds to be used for
affordable housing and to make cities climate-resilient. (EUobserver)

The wealthy and those who are ready must take the lead in the global transition away from
fossil fuel production. (Climate Analytics, Climate Analytics)

Towards clean heating zones in Europe: a handbook for practitioners and policymakers.
(IEEP)



https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2414
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44360-026-00209-8
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/23/heat-killed-staggering-50000-people-european-cities-this-summer-experts
https://www.politico.eu/article/this-summer-was-europes-deadliest-on-record-scientists-say/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/23/europe-just-had-its-deadliest-summer-which-country-was-hit-the-hardest-by-extreme-heat
https://www.unep.org/en/news-and-stories/press-release/new-unep-report-lays-out-emission-cuts-needed-return-15degc
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/21/this-is-possible-emissions-must-fall-by-18-in-next-4-years-to-limit-worst-impacts-of-globa
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/21/world-cut-emissions-un-climate-crisis
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/21/un-sets-steep-emission-cuts-to-reverse-1-5c-overshoot-by-end-of-century/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/unep-opportunity-has-been-lost-to-meet-1-5c-warming-limit-without-overshoot
https://climateanalytics.org/press-releases/comment-unep-gap-report-shows-urgency-of-fossil-fuel-phase-out-as-climate-overshoot-looms
https://unfccc.int/cop31
https://enb.iisd.org/antalya-un-climate-change-conference-cop31
https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/cop31-hosts-australia-and-turkiye-set-to-rapidly-expand-fossil-fuel-production/
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/blog/electrifying-transition-how-renewable-power-can-drive-transition-away-fossil-fuels
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/tracking-climate-policy-in-the-cop31-host-country-turkiye/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/21/turkish-giant-sponsoring-cop31-cut-climate-goals-then-cashed-in-on-oil-boom/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20261018IPR48264/parliament-s-priorities-for-the-cop-31-climate-talks-in-turkiye
https://www.wri.org/insights/cop31-climate-summit-what-to-expect
https://www.e3g.org/news/climate-can-disappear-from-the-vocabulary-but-will-remain-on-the-balance-sheet/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2026/10/15-16/
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-european-council-backs-electrification-renewables-and-storage-to-lower-electricity-prices
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/press-releases/statement-european-council-backs-electrification-renewables-and-storage-to-lower-electricity-prices
https://www.systemstransformationhub.org/resilience-by-design/heat
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_BRI(2026)795729
https://cetex.org/news/proposals-for-a-strong-approach-to-adaptation-in-the-european-commissions-climate-resilience-and-risk-management-framework/
https://www.wwf.eu/?21719366/governance-regulation-revision-position-paper
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/19/tap-water-no-longer-drinkable-norwegian-town-climate-related-thawing-heavy-metals-arctic-longyearbyen-svalbard
https://newclimate.org/news/press-release-climate-action-tracker-analysis-both-canada-and-the-us-roll-back-climate
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/20/countries-pushing-vital-global-climate-report-delayed
https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-why-a-pivotal-ipcc-meeting-in-ethiopia-ended-in-profound-disappointment
https://www.politico.eu/article/parliament-votes-to-delay-eu-methane-rules-for-three-years/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20261021IPR48321/methane-rules-parliament-backs-longer-delay-for-energy-importers-and-producers
https://euobserver.com/243837/meps-push-to-use-eu-regional-funds-for-affordable-housing-and-climateproofing-cities/
https://climateanalytics.org/publications/end-of-the-pipeline-managed-vs-market-driven-routes-to-ending-fossil-fuel-production
https://climateanalytics.org/press-releases/the-rich-and-the-ready-must-lead-global-transition-from-fossil-fuel-production
https://ieep.eu/publications/towards-clean-heating-zones-in-europe-a-handbook-for-practitioners-and-policymakers/

Energy efficiency in housing and energy poverty in the EU: building conditions, thermal
comfort and vulnerable groups. (Commission)

The challenge of implementing national building renovation plans. (EEB)

The EU presents a new Arctic strategy. (Commission)

How EU policymakers are undermining carbon market benchmarks — and increasing
dependence on fossil fuels. (EEB)

Stability reserve for the ETS market: Council and Parliament reach provisional agreement on
a targeted amendment. (Council, Commissie)

European conservatives have two new targets in their campaign to weaken EU climate
legislation. (Politico)

Simplification: Council agrees negotiating stance to cut red tape for small packaging
producers. (Council)

MEPs back an exemption for small businesses from costly compliance obligations regarding
waste reduction. (Rapporteur)

The circular economy for packaging waste: bridging technological, behavioural and policy
gaps. An article.

Towards a circular wellbeing economy in Europe and beyond. (Lars Mortensen et al.)
Enough is enough: Europe can decarbonise with far less mining. (SOMO, Seas at Risk,
EURMC)

Critical raw materials: securing Europe’s supply and strategic autonomy. (EP)

Bridging the critical minerals gap. (E3G)

Circular construction: maintaining the building stock, closing loops. (SRU)

The circular economy: generating financial returns. (Wuppertal Institute)

The Franco-German car agreement is a ‘historic mistake’ that undermines climate ambitions
and the European car industry. (Transport & Environment)

Europe’s new Franco-German car pact will protect internal combustion engines, not
European jobs. (Lucas Carvalho and Daniel Posch)

Due to the relaxation of European CO, standards for road transport, the ETS2 is facing a
shortfall of 4 billion emission allowances. (Eamonn Mulholland)

Strengthening resilience and energy security through the electrification of road transport.
(ICCT)

Beyond the early adopters: the next wave of acceptance of fully electric passenger cars is
spreading worldwide. (ICCT)

A rapid transition to electric commercial vehicles could create 344,000 jobs in the EU by
2030 —research. (Transport & Environment)

Thanks to the rise of electric cars in Europe, these six oil-importing countries have saved
nearly 2 billion euros since the start of the war in Iran. (Euronews)

Self-driving cars in the EU: connected and automated vehicles. A briefing.

Promoting high-speed trains to strengthen the EU’s cohesion and competitiveness. (EP)
Traveller’s package: multimodal bookings and train tickets. A briefing.

How to tackle the problem of PFAS contamination. (EEB)

Al for a planet under pressure. (Stockholm Resilience Institute)

Big tech firms have funded a €115 billion warning against Europe’s digital independence. (It's
Foss)

Von der Leyen’s coalition is divided over the need for liability rules for Al. (Politico)

The World Bank says that ‘small Al’ could radically transform developing countries. (The
Guardian)

The evidence gap behind the data centre boom. An article.

‘Pure arrogance’: outrage in Finland as Google illegally fells 250,000 trees for a data centre.
(The Guardian)



https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/residential-energy-efficiency-and-energy-poverty-eu-building-conditions
https://eeb.org/en/library/the-delivery-challenge-of-national-building-renovation-plans-part-ii/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_2203
https://eeb.org/en/library/from-technical-update-to-industry-handout-how-eu-policymakers-are-weakening-carbon-market-benchmarks-and-deepening-fossil-dependency/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/10/21/ets-market-stability-reserve-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-on-targeted-amendment/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_2206
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-conservatives-new-targets-campaign-weaken-eu-climate-laws/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/10/21/simplification-council-agrees-negotiating-stance-to-cut-red-tape-for-small-packaging-producers/
https://www.rapporteur.com/news/meps-back-small-business-exemption-from-costly-waste-reduction-compliance/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949823626003132
https://www.clubofrome.org/blog-post/mortensen-circular-wellbeing-economy/
https://www.somo.nl/enough-is-enough-europe-can-decarbonise-with-far-less-mining/
https://seas-at-risk.org/press-releases/europe-can-decarbonise-road-transport-while-consuming-fewer-battery-metals-new-study-finds/
https://eurmc.org/publication/report-decarbonising-road-transport-beyond-mining-intensive-pathways/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20261018IPR48253/critical-raw-materials-securing-europe-s-supply-and-strategic-autonomy
https://www.e3g.org/publications/bridging-the-critical-minerals-divide/
https://www.umweltrat.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/EN/04_Statements/2024_2028/2026_10_Circular_construction.html
https://wupperinst.org/en/a/wi/a/s/ad/9467/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/franco-german-car-deal-a-historic-mistake-that-weakens-climate-ambition-and-europes-car-industry
https://euobserver.com/243425/europes-new-franco-german-auto-deal-will-protect-combustion-engines-not-european-jobs/
https://theicct.org/weakening-europe-co2-standards-for-road-transport-leaves-the-ets2-with-a-4-billion-allowance-problem-oct26/
https://theicct.org/building-resilience-and-energy-security-through-road-transport-electrification-oct26/
https://theicct.org/the-next-wave-of-battery-electric-passenger-car-adoption-is-going-global-oct26/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/rapid-transition-to-electric-company-cars-could-generate-344-000-eu-jobs-by-2030-study
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/22/europes-ev-boom-has-saved-these-6-oil-importing-countries-almost-2-billion-since-start-of-
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)796993
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20261018IPR48251/boosting-high-speed-rail-to-enhance-eu-cohesion-and-competitiveness
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)788166
https://eeb.org/en/library/how-to-tackle-the-pfas-pollution-issue/
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/synthesis-reports/ai-for-a-planet-under-pressure.html
https://itsfoss.com/news/eu-cloud-sovereignty-cada-cost-study/
https://itsfoss.com/news/eu-cloud-sovereignty-cada-cost-study/
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-coalition-fractures-over-need-for-ai-liability-rules/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/oct/18/world-bank-artificial-intelligence-developing-economies
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/oct/18/world-bank-artificial-intelligence-developing-economies
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(26)00124-5/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2026/oct/22/finland-google-felling-trees-datacentre

The European Innovation Act. A briefing.

Strategic policy can stimulate a clean and competitive European industry. (EEA)
Electrification of European industry — Opportunities, economic barriers and the role of
flexibility. A study.

Heat on steelmakers to ditch carbon for electrons. (IEEFA)

A discussion of ‘Beyond GDP’: history, barriers, opportunities and points to consider. An
article.

The EU will propose new measures to protect the market, says Von der Leyen. (Reuters)
Europe’s new trade instrument cannot come soon enough. (Alicia Garcia Herrero)

A first step, but not a genuine recalibration of the trade agreement between the European
Union and China. (Bruegel)

Global consequences of recent US policy. How can negative spillover effects on Europe be
limited? (JRC)

By invitation only: new TI EU report reveals EU courted US and select business interests in
sustainability law deregulation. (Transparency International EU)

Who can challenge EU climate laws? Barriers to climate justice. (Greenpeace)

Climate and nature fall “entirely within” the remit of central banks, according to Elderson of
the ECB. (Green Central Banking, Frank Elderson)

Leave no one uninsured in an age of climate change. (Finance Watch, Finance Watch)
Germany plans to cut spending by reducing subsidies for renewable energy. (Green Central
Banking)

When insuring a home no longer makes business sense, the cost does not disappear.
(Brooke Moore)

From nature to finance. Reversing the perception of the financing gap. (Sustainable Finance
Lab)

European banks financing the expansion of the coal industry risk a massive climate time
bomb in Australia. (Reclaim Finance)

The World Bank and IMF are ignoring climate issues during meetings in Bangkok. (Green
Central Banking)

The International Biodiversity Conference COP17 takes place from 19 to 30 October. (CBD,
ENB, Politico, Euronews, Cesar Luena, The Guardian, DW, Greenpeace, Reuters, UNEP FI, An
Lambrechts, CarbonBrief, SEl, The Guardian, The Guardian, UN News, SEl, Steven Guilbeault,
EP Briefing, Norbert Stute and Rachael Mellor, IISD, The Guardian, Climate Home News, The
Guardian, IUCN, June Rubis)

The unequal impacts of the EU Deforestation Regulation: who is at risk and what are the
costs? (IISD)

Overview of economic instruments and financing for biodiversity: trends in policy measures
promoting biodiversity, 1980-2026. (OECD)

Almost every shallow-water coral reef on the planet faces ecosystem collapse by 2075, UN
advisors say. (The Guardian)

The Multiannual Financial Framework and the Common Agricultural Policy for the period
2028-2034: the new structure of the CAP and its potential implications for the viability of
farms in the EU. A study.

The Council and Parliament reach agreement on revised measures to support organic
farming in the EU. (Council, Commission, Fair Trade Advocacy)

The Commission presents its ‘Vision 2040’ for a thriving fisheries and aquaculture sector.
(Commission, WWF)

Extreme weather conditions are devastating harvests across Europe. These farmers have a
solution. (Euronews)



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)796990
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/news/strategic-policy-can-drive-a-clean-and-competitive-european-industry
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_STU(2026)795720
https://ieefa.org/articles/heat-steelmakers-ditch-carbon-electrons
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-environ-111523-102000
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/eu-will-propose-new-tools-protect-market-von-der-leyen-says-2026-10-21/
https://www.rapporteur.com/opinion/europes-new-trade-instrument-cant-come-quick-enough/
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/first-step-no-real-rebalancing-european-unions-trade-deal-china
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC145452
https://transparency.eu/by-invitation-only-policy-capture-and-the-eu-omnibus-i/
https://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/issues/democracy-europe/48566/who-can-challenge-eu-climate-laws-barriers-to-climate-justice/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/21/climate-and-nature-fall-squarely-within-central-bank-mandates-says-ecbs-elderson/
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/key/date/2026/html/ecb.sp261019~f0a3e053de.el.html
https://www.finance-watch.org/press/leave-no-one-uninsured-in-an-age-of-climate-change/
https://www.finance-watch.org/policy-portal/sustainable-finance/report-confronting-the-insurability-crisis-a-new-framework-for-natural-hazard-insurance/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/20/germany-seeks-savings-by-scaling-back-renewable-subsidies/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/20/germany-seeks-savings-by-scaling-back-renewable-subsidies/
https://www.rapporteur.com/opinion/when-homes-stop-making-business-sense/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/paper/from-nature-to-finance/
https://sustainablefinancelab.nl/paper/from-nature-to-finance/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2026/10/20/european-banks-financing-coal-expansion-risk-massive-climate-bomb-in-australia/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/22/world-bank-imf-sideline-climate-at-bangkok-annual-meeting/
https://greencentralbanking.com/2026/10/22/world-bank-imf-sideline-climate-at-bangkok-annual-meeting/
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2026
https://enb.iisd.org/un-biodiversity-conference-cbd-cop17
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-lead-push-save-nature-biodiversity-collapse-two-wars-energy-shock/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/16/subsidising-suicide-un-chief-urges-governments-to-stop-propping-up-polluting-fossil-fuels
https://euobserver.com/242632/europe-cant-lead-on-nature-at-cop17-while-cutting-biodiversity-cash-at-home/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/19/environment-cop17-un-biodiversity-summit-yerevan-explainer-conservation
https://amp.dw.com/en/what-earths-sixth-mass-extinction-event-means-for-humans/a-79680410
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/86551/un-biodiversity-cop17-governments-act-nature/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/86551/un-biodiversity-cop17-governments-act-nature/
https://www.unepfi.org/publications/from-cali-to-yerevan-is-the-financial-system-on-track/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/19/protecting-nature-is-a-public-duty-not-a-wall-street-profit-opportunity/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/19/protecting-nature-is-a-public-duty-not-a-wall-street-profit-opportunity/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop17-which-countries-have-released-new-pledges-to-tackle-nature-loss
https://www.sei.org/features/business-guide-biodiversity-cop17/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/19/study-europe-wild-bee-species-decline-
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/19/can-countries-deliver-on-a-deal-to-save-the-worlds-plants-and-animals
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/10/1168620
https://www.sei.org/features/qa-eeva-primmer-cop17/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/20/do-not-be-distracted-by-other-global-crises-nature-cannot-wait-for-a-better-year-we-must-act-now
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/ECTI_BRI(2026)795726
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2026-10-20/cop17-will-we-see-a-global-reckoning-for-nature-conservation/
https://www.iisd.org/articles/explainer/reforming-biodiversity-harmful-incentives-cop17
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/22/cop17-cali-conservation-fund-pharmaceutical-freeriding-nature-aoe
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/21/cop17-must-settle-who-decides-how-cali-fund-money-is-disbursed/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/23/cop17-deal-that-could-end-the-destruction-of-nature-deadline-armenia
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/oct/23/cop17-deal-that-could-end-the-destruction-of-nature-deadline-armenia
https://iucn.org/news/202610/growing-resilience-new-iucn-report-shares-lessons-11-nature-based-solutions-projects
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/10/21/cop17-must-settle-who-decides-how-cali-fund-money-is-disbursed/
https://www.iisd.org/articles/deep-dive/european-union-deforestation-regulation-uneven-impact
https://www.oecd.org/en/data/insights/data-explainers/2026/10/tracking-economic-instruments-and-finance-for-biodiversity-2026.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/oct/22/shallow-water-coral-reef-ecosystem-collapse-by-2075-un-advisors-say
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/CASP_STU(2026)783511
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/10/20/council-and-parliament-strike-deal-on-updated-measures-to-support-organic-farming-in-the-eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_2210
https://fairtrade-advocacy.org/posts/284
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_2200
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?21730291/EU-fisheries-package-charts-the-right-course-but-falls-short-on-moving-fisheries-away-from-fossil-fuels
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/16/extreme-weather-is-decimating-europes-crops-these-farmers-have-a-solution

Core Values: the Austrian initiative breathing new life into forgotten apple varieties. (The
Guardian)

Chemical fertilisers: they feed corporate profits, not the world. (CIEL)

The EU’s ‘trust’ and ‘influence’ are at stake due to cuts in development aid, warns the UN’s
head of food aid. (Politico)

The Loss and Damage Fund has agreed to provide $20 million for Nepal, but rich countries
warn that this must not set a precedent. (Climate Home News)

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Activities

2026-10-27 | Report Launch - Crime-proofing the future: Safeguarding sustainability
transitions

2026-10-29 | Online | Energy efficiency — How can it shape Europe’s post-2030 energy and
climate framework?

2026-10-29 | The future of working time. Trends in worktime reduction and socio-economic
consequences

2026-10-30 | Meer ondernemen, met minder grondstoffen - Entreprendre plus, avec moins
de matiéres premiéres

2026-11-02 | NetworkNature Science-Policy Dialogue: Nature Restoration

2026-11-04 | Climate Change Stocktaking: How the EU is tackling the new climate reality
2026-11-05 | Simplification, implementation and enforcement of EU law

2026-11-09 | Environmental impacts of space activities — Houston do we have a problem?
2026-11-12 | How is collective bargaining responding to Al and algorithmic management?
2026-11-18 | From ambition to action - Is the Critical Raw Materials Act delivering for nickel?
2026-11-19 | The clean tech challenge: How to fuse R&l, energy and decarbonisation
strategies?

2026-11-19 | Warm en koel genoeg, voor iedereen - Le confort thermigue pour toutes et
tous

2026-12-03 | Energy & Environment Policy Conference 2026

2026-12-03 | Drought as a systemic hazard: Understanding and Managing Complex Climate
Risks

2026-12-08 | Capital today, higher emissions tomorrow? New indicators for climate
resilience in the financial sector

2026-12-10 | EU-China relations - Rebalancing trade while keeping Europe competitive

(Highlight means: NEW or CHANGED)

Commission documents

2026-10-27 | Climate resilience framework

2026-11-04 | 2027 Commission work programme | 2026 annual overview report on
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